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WAR FORCES PIX RATIONING 
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WB Challenges Soundness, Integrity 
Of ‘Hit Parade’ Basis of Song Picking 


+; 








In a letter Monday (16) to Lord & 
Thomas, agency on Lucky Strike 
cigarets, Herman Starr, head of the 


Patriotic Brawls 





Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 


LONGEA RUNG 
ANECEaatTY 


U. S. Priorities on Celluloid 
the Reason — National 


Theatres’ 52.Week Co-op on Defense 
Bonds; Radio's Beef on Hearst Drive 


+ 


No Sabotalk = 


Cafes, hotels, eateries and all 





Washington, Feb. 17. 
While broadcasters were viewing 
| with bewilderment the Secretary of 


Warner Bros. music publishing . ; the Treasury's personal slapdown of 
interests, questioned the soundness Philly jukebox operators have Theatres Convention This| ter places where groups con- (ag high-pressure defense bond and 
and integrity of the survey used for| banned the playing of the ‘Star | gregate to drink and chat are {stamp sales campaign by WJSV, 
determining song popularity ratings Spangled Banner’ on their ma- Week to Study Plans for campaigning towards a ‘no sabo- Washington, Secretary Henry Mor- 
on the product’s ‘Hit Parade’ (CBS).| Chines. It seems that exuberant Maximum Runs of Product) t2!k’ objective. genthau, Jr., this week was asking 
Using ‘Remember Pearl Harbor,’ service men, looking for a little The bad war news in recent the film industry in New York and 
which has been on the ‘Parade’ for excitement, have hit upon the —- days has driven many to extra Hollywood to lend all its theatres to 
several weeks, as an object of con-| @mthem record as a means of DUALS K.O. INEVITABLE drinking, with much disgruntled (a continuous, 52-weeks-a-year bond 
trast, Starr submitted data showing starting a nice brawl. sia comment which borders almost and stamp drive. 


They come into a taproom and 
slip a nickel into the juke, pick- 


that his ‘We Did It Before and We 
Can Do It Again’ had, as he termed 











Slash suggested by U.S. priorities 





} 
Hence the 
cautioning 


on verbal sabotage. 
heads are 


Radio 
they 


men were griped by what 


cooler charged was a ‘monopoly on 








it, been ‘deliberately discriminated ing the ‘S.S.B.’ record. Then they against any unpatriotic gab. In patriotism’ awarded the Hearst pa- 
- } - , , , . , ear > ae . . oh 3 7 

against.’ look around for anybody who officials of as much as 50% in cel- other words, chin up and but- pers by the Treasury Department. 

According to Starr’s figures the isn’t standing. luloid available for films in the next ton-your lip. They saw in the exclusive rights 

network performance count for the =a given Hearst sheets to plug bond 


two songs during the past six weeks 


turnover of 74,000 copies, while the 


12 months is expected to result in 


playing time will become a necessity. 


sales via ‘Buy a Bomber’ campaigns 


MacArthur.’ 


| 
+74 : =. ati 1g of product to exhibitors. | ? > ere! -etary’s 
was ‘We Did It.’ 101. and ‘Pearl G R L S rationing of proc 'D Th N the reason behind the secretary’s 
Sareen” 2 As Ph the “aie of ypsy ose ee trips Not only are double bills likely to go, ot ompson § aZl squelch of the drive initiated by 
phonograph records, the Decca ver- F R d C M | 1 following drastic cuts in the number | F N P § WJSV and the Washington Post to 
sion of ‘Pearl Harbor’ has had a or Ne rOss, elting of prints available, but extended racas NO ress tunt sell bonds to “Buy a Bomber for 


Home-Town Society 


same brand’s ‘We Did It’ has gone 
68,000 copies, Sheet sales on the two 


Certainty of the downbeat in quan- 
tity of studio output is already giv- 


| 
} 


Meantime, Carlton Duffus, of the 
Treasury’s Defense Savings staff, on 
(Continued on 47) 


But Helps ‘Cafe’ Legiter 


songs as 7-7 . val . Tala P . - n “ . S . P 4: - . . page 

s( a has been ~~ neck and vena Patriotism or charity—especially | ing exhibs something to think about.; Martin Gabel. who produced Hy - g 
Starr uses cca recordings cas 7 | Do} ; emia ae is tie. bee ca kee ai ponieeitnmitietinnsmennduniiiliad 
starr uses the Decca recordings |4 combination of both—are great | Point No. 1 on the agenda of the an-| Craft's ‘Cafe Crown’ with Carly 


probably because he’s :nore familiar 
with actual sales figures since WB 
Owns a piece of the firm. 


common denominators, which is a 
succinct explanation of how Gypsy 


Theatres 
execs in 


nual meeting of National 
(Fox-West Coast) circuit 


| Wharton at the Cort, N. Y., says it 


} 
| 
} 
| 


wasn’t a press stunt, but at least two 


PROBE ENEM 


Rose Lee last week became an ac- (Continued on page 46) | persons got socked at the Cafe Royal 

-_—_—_—— credited member of the social set - |play’s locale, one night last week 

of Highland Mills, N. Y., little vil- ee ’ | after a performance. Dorothy 

W () lage in the Ramapos about 40 miles | Fr edley S F ce It Sale Thompson, after seeing the show 
AR LIKELY T from Broadway € a went to the lower Second avenue 


The G-string slinger has 


erudite el 
near Highland 





For Par’s Hope Burns Up 


coffee house to see what the original 


‘ a a} . farm home . was ag Rogen 5 unidentified H WO ) 
{Mills for some years, but the clan- blonde, who heilec itler and made 
Alp SERIOUS inish_ village bluebloods acknowl- Danny Kaye, Eve Arden aspersions about the regular cus- 
|edged that only in the tax reports. ne | tomers. 
|But then came the war ; rf a_..| That steamed ’em up, especially perce 
| Highland Mills pitched in by set- The Vinton Freedley sale of ‘Let's | Isadore Cashier, a Yiddish actor, who al os} " 
iting for itself an $800 quota in the | Face It’ for $225,000 to Paramount, | socked the blonde’s escort. Cashier | ; ss Hollywo os Feb af. 
Red Cross War Drive. Fulfilling it for a Bob Hope starrer, has created it not known to have ever punched one ae anon oe a ts 
!was another matter, which Gypsy | much Strain between Danny Kaye, | anybody before, but this time he picture indw wai = to De combed nd 
sities | (Author) Lee discovered when, in | *t@™ 0°! he Broa lway musical, and | seentr sienins Sethi de nineties tet thle alld . sas as rwerd gern ys oa 
Some phonograph record men are | Offering a contribution, she asked | vod song sorts i pent = pee for the fellow had a bloody nose and | . ad “nonin tay "ates wa beads # 
of the opinion that the classical and |about the state of Highland Mills’ | * rden, Ie apemecneg ee Ys -~ |}some persons swear he lost a tooth o dd “a Pep cai reine fro 1 eon 
semi-classical disc will be subject to | effort. It was around $600 from its yee . oe Lo per ge ye ov or two po ae 'R a win 5 eer “Sere 
a sales boom of huge dimensions by | g0al, with but a few days to go in | C0fS - ee a ee ee eT. M Thomp exited d ” Pineemnthnn eS 
the end of the current vear They tre drive and only a village dance ig nex a au 41 P . ee ll r te ent ant Vas O e p ¢ 4 
anticipate that as America becomes | at 35c a head as the laining coin- - fe a a - . pear ta whe the e came ‘CG Culbe O : 
more deeply absorbed by the war the | raise! ce ee ee ee “4 irriedly. Columnist re é ot tdeieae : 
trend in musical taste will be mark- This was where Miss Lee vir-| Face 1 seg inane Pr csc bur | Woman, who tried to } Ml , daicatiee damn” manana ertain 
edly toward the serious types and tually took ove! tne Red Cri — ye sai des — ssa ae ee ‘tee Thompsor n the tumn Whe . : f a n de and 
that those who have sons. husbands. drive, the townspeople and junio1 rm he P x an G, nt} i ’ . 3 ae the girl writer tried a I ’ ’ yf rt 2 p a : , 
brothers or sweethearts in the serv- | and senior league First she raised t} 29 G Of his $1 5,000 gor “to | the offend seianag Guild un | the ¢ a] 
ice will this time turn to the more the price of the dance to $1, then _ Ro ang ag ame -< Herbert and | but Miss Thompson is credit ( : weatabeation 
somber types of music for solace. (Continued on page 47) Dorot! , Fie Ids, and songsmith Cole knowing how to har Aes eng Being finecombed are _ reports 
These phonograph record men fig- —_—_—— - _- Bester, The $100,000 differential | Bloi de got away and Is unident Hea. | anent one studio department, and 
ure that the American mutation in pr to 20th-Fox, which owns the | Story on the battle in the dailies that at another major plant techni- 
moods will follow the British and | | didn’t hurt the show, for business 


BENNY’S NEW DEAL 


film rights to ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ on 


cians are sending huge sums to rela- 





Fr . . : agai improv as reek, | : } 
ig A apg In these two coun- lwhich the musical is based. Latter | 48410 Improv ed last we tives in the German army. Other 
8, they say, the demand for seri- studio. while having the _ inside, allegations of alien activity by sub- 


Ous music records rose as the sale 
of dance records receded. 











WITH JELLO NEAR SET 


couldn’t utilize ‘Face It’ for films be- 
cause of having no suitable stars. 








versive elements are also pouring 
into the committee. Committee hear- 


G. W. HILL, JR. JOINS UP. 





General Foods may clear up its | Par grabbed it for Hope. JOB ing to be held after all the evidence 
Legs’ Legiter 1942-43 deal with Jack Benny in an- RESIGNS HIS 2306 | is rounded up. 
| other week. Price of $22,000 a week . oo Mas 
— !under the latest contract has been Cambarelli as Pavlova PE Ta ae 4 , 
Marlene Dietrich is said to be| pretty well settled and . nes, also a bs ee need = has A&C. S 3506 Bomber Tour 
ui siastic ¢ E ring | bee sreed that he may be absent — | res dd as 30,000-a-} . a 
Ege cay ag gg sar debut | or oe out of the 39 broadcasts Maria Gambarelli may Play the | charge of advertising vd a a | ae aah 
will be in Oscar Wilde’s ‘An Ideal | entailed. title vole in the ‘Tite of Paviows’ | lean cosnces <0. itr a. aa. ts | Abed snk ae Ge a 
Husband.’ While plans are not def- | Benny broadcasts his coming Sun- | Hollywood this summer. Dancer's His $700,000-a-year father, Pye oe : — an ge . > Pa 
inite, film star is slated to play road |day’s (22) installment of Jell-O managers are conducting —_—, president of the rage + Ag oe perigee A a Ld = —_ 
dates during the spring, with Broad- lfrom the Presidio, San Francisco’s | tions with RKO and essirag tpt an the post open an ouble as adver- ewer ag , p as 
way appearances next season. | army reservation. Still in abeyance | the story may be retitled ‘Flight of |tising head. = — ” hawt ay their own expenses 
Miss Dietrich will be presented by 'is his plan for making up a USO | the Swan. a aa Young ang! has panees ed a nil . tps : pe cn 5 ae 
Alfred Fischer, refugee producer | unit and traveling it around the | Miss Gambarellj is the leading bal- mission and he goes into the serv- oe Pvody! — earnings e 
known in Berlin and Paris. l army “amps and naval stations ‘ lerina of the Metropolitan Opera Co. ice th veek | bomber fun 
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Commandos Coincidence THE BERLE-ING POINT 
3 By Milton Berle 
London, Jan. 17. t 00see0d 


A remarkable coincidence occurred in making of the Soskin film, 


‘The Day Will Pawn.’ 


It was written months ago and includes a big 


raid by British soldiers on the Norwegian coast, which in almost every 


detail compares with the recent rai 
wegian islands. 


4 by British Commandos on Nor- 


The-story was plotted some time ago and the striking coincidence is 
that while the actual Commando raid was in progress the producer was 


shooting practically identical scenes, 


with the British rounding up the 


Germans and Quislings and releasing Norwegian hostages. 








Nearer Home Vacations Foreseen 


Cedar Point Sees Automobile Loss as Compensated 


By Other 


Factors 





Sandusky, O., Feb. 17. 
G. A. Boeckling Co., operator of 
Cedar Point, will use name bands 
this summer starting June 13. As in 
each booking will be for a 


+ 
| 
| 


the past, 
week’s engagement of seven evenings 
plus a Sunday matinee. 

Officials of the company look for 
@ good resort season despite curtail- 


Does Berle Say So? 





Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Parkyakarkas may return to 
radio as dialect comic on ‘Three 
Ring Time.’ 
If deal is worked out he’ll 
have Milton Berle as straight 
man. 








ment of automobile traffic, for, 
though it will reduce the tourist 
trade, it will also force local vaca- 
tionists to stay close to the home 
area. 

Cedar Point thrived before the 
days of the motor car and expects to 
do it again the same way, namely by 
railroad and boat excursions. Cleve- 
land steamer, Eastern States, and the 
Detroit boat, Put-in-Bay, make daily | 
trips to the resort. 





GARNETT ‘3-SHEETING’ 


ON RADIO AS PIC TEST 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Tay Garnett will use radio as a 





guinea pig for his adventure series, 
‘Three Sheets to the_Wind.’ 
the program @oncludes 


After 
its run on 








S.A. HELPS UNCLE SAM 
SELL BONDS IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 





name in South Philly. 

The gals, dolled up in red-white- 
and-blue costumes, go through an 
‘Any Bonds Today?’ number. When 
they finish, they put on cigaret trays 
loaded with defense stamps and go 


NBC and providing the public re- 
action is favorable, he and his 
writers will whip it into screenplay 
form for picturization, with Garnett 











Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 





——_______—_~ _ ______} 


CHICO MA 











MAY BUY CAFE 


Chico Marx, currently leading his 
own band through a series of eastern 
theatre dates, is on the lookout for a 
Suburban roadside spot to buy as a 
permanent location for his name and 
outfit. He has been making inquiries 
lately about northern New Jersey 
opportunities. Ben Pollack, who 
built Marx’s current orchestra, pre- 
sumably acting for Marx, was in- 
terested in the Four Towers, Cedar 





Grove, N. J., until he found that 
it was directly opposite Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook and _ was 


owned by him. 
Marx’s bookings have been length- 
ened well into March to cover houses 





as director-producer. Leads in the | 
air series, John Wayne and Helga | 
Moray (Mrs, Garnett), also would 




















through the audience selling them. 
The stunt is a great success, the | 

males in the audience finding it hard | 

to turn down a good-looking doll. | 


The take for the first two nights was | Cargo’ with the engagement 


more than $400. 





N. Y. Niteries’ Commitment 

New York niteries have agreed to 
sell defense stamps with object of 
raising in the neighborhood of $25,- | 
000 weekly for the U. S. war chest. | 
Action taken by the Cafe Owners | 
Guild also embraces plan for con- | 
tribution of an additional $25,000 a| 
week by their 20,000 employees | 
through the Treasury Department’s | 
payroll plan. 
Among N. Y. niteries and peer 

| 


taurants participating are L’Aiglon, 
Armando’s, Colony Club, Capa- 
cabana, Coq Rouge, Cotillion Room, 
El Morocco, Bill Hardy’s. Gay '90s, 
Jack White’s Club 18, La Martinique, 
LaRue’s, La Salle du Bois, Leon and 
Eddie’s, Marguery, Monte Carlo, Ra- 
dio Franks, Stork Club, Theodore’s, 
Toots Shor’s, Trouville, 21, and Ver- 
failles. 

Among the name bands already 
instituting payroll savings plans 
among their personnel are Guy 
Lombardo, Eddy Duchin, Jimmy 
Dorsey and Freddy Martin. Others, 
namely Benny Goodman and Vaughn 
Monroe, are getting their people 
lined up. 


Carradine’s ‘Richard’? 


John Carradine, who arrived in 
New York last week from Holly- 
wood, is a possibility for the title 
part in a revival of ‘Richard III’ on 
Broadway. 

Carradine guests Friday night (20) 
on ‘Information, Please’ and the fol- 
lowing day (Saturday) on ‘Lincoln 
Highway.’ He also does a second 
appearance within the next few 
weeks on the Philip Morris ‘Play- 
house.” He guested on the latter 
show last Friday (13). 











Brown Leaves M-G 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Clarence Brown has left Metro 
afier 17 years as a director. 


He will freelance. { 


i a a 
+ ote nae AO MY eh a nw 


a eagle at ain idan ihe bo 


head the screen cast. 
Frank Palumbo has added a prac- | 


tical touch to the patriotic finale in | 
his nitery at the spot bearing his | 


Meanwhile NBC is trying to pack- | 
age-sale ‘Three Sheets’ for sponsor- | 
ship and also will have an interest 
|in the filming. 


| 
| ~- 


Draft Took Stripper’s 





in New England. 


Glenn Miller Due West 





March 16, Cancels Theatre | 


Glenn Miller was advised Monday 
(16) morning that the starting date 
on his second picture for 20th-Fox 
had been set for March 16 Ac- 
cordingly he has cancelled theatre 
jobs at Met, Providence; Plymouth, 
Worcester, Mass.; State, Hartford, 





Leading Man and Prod. 





Detroit, Feb. 17. 

Folding of Ann Corio’s ‘White 

here 

was attributed to the draft. Both 

the producer of the show and Hay- 

den Rorke, the leading man, were 
called up. 

Attempts were made to find a re- 


placement for Rorke, but when no 
suitable choice could be found the 


| show went off. 





PAR’S VAUGHN MONROE PIC 


Vaughn Monroe has a deal pend- | 


ing with 20th-Fox. 
Discussions are for a single picture 
commitment with options. 





Conn., and week at Buffalo. An- 
other week at Central theatre, Pas- 
!saic, N. J., if not cancelled, may set 
the picture’s tee-off back a week. 
Band will be at work six weeks. | 
ilm is as yet untitled. Betty | 
| Grable is cast with the band. 


Charges His Dove Plucked 


| 

| Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 

| Columbia and Gregory Ratoff are 
| being sued for $150,000 by Walter E. 
Thiele, writer, who charges plagiar- | 
ism in the production of ‘The Men 
in Her Life.’ 

| Plaintiff claims material for the 
|picture was lifted from his own 
‘story, ‘The Black Dove.’ 


| 
| 
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Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Now that my picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts,’ is finished, I haven't got a 
thing to do but write this column, my radio show, three or four songs, 19 
benefits—and, my income tax. 

Went to Palm Springs to get away from everybody and ran into e, ery- 
body I ran away to Palm Springs to run away from. 

Went for a canter on thé bridal paths the first morning there and tried 
to ride English style, but failed miserably—I just haven’t got the accent 
for it. 

Just didn’t sleep at all. 
the fire escape. 

Tried to get my daily rubdown in the hotel massage parlor but due to 
all the shortages in effect, they didn’t have a rubber in the place. 

Took my bride (Joyce Matthews) on the rifle range to show her my 
marksmanship. Where does that hotel come off charging me $200 for 
broken windows? 


In the morning I got up on the wrong side of 


Broadway Department 

Georgie Price tells about the amorous broker who couldn't bear to be 
separated from his lady love for a moment, so he bought a love seat on 
the stock exchange. 

The Theatrical Pharmacy manager aimost passed out the other day, 
An actor walked in for something to eat and didn’t ask to open a charge 
account, 

Olsen & Johnson have made so much money with their ‘Hellzapeppin’ 
show they are using $10 bills-to remove their makeup. 

Jack White, talking about a certain Broadway phoney, exclaimed: ‘He 
wasn’t false enough—he had to get a mouthful of new teeth and a toupee’ 

With the summer stock season approaching, the cows in the strawhat 
sector are becoming worried. You would, too, if you were a cow and they 
threw you out of a barn to make place for a batch of actors. 

Holly woodians 

Met a very unusual girl the other day. She never wore slacks, never 
imitated Veronica Lake’s hair-do, and thought an agent was attached to 
the FBI. 

Read where Gene Autry has been busting boxoffice records wherever 
he appears on personal appearances. Does anyone know where I can buy 
a nasal twang cheap? 

Jackie Gleason kas a picture of Betty Grable that he cut out of a 
magazine that should be worth a lot of money in a few years. It shows 
Betty’s legs hidden by a pair of slacks. 

Lew Ayres has played a doctor so often in the Kildare 
now paying him off in thermometers. 

Music Department 

One of Abe Lyman’s musicians, who is very thin, gave a pint of blood 
to the blood bank. They in turn gave him a pint of borscht and he im- 
mediately gained six pounds. 

Sent a copy of my new song, ‘April Is Here,’ to my publisher in New 
York, and he wrote back, ‘It May be April in Hollywood, but it’s Feb- 
ruary here and I'm freezing.’ 

Radio Department 

Jean Hersholt has played a medico in the ‘Dr. Christian’ series for so 

long that whenever his script suffers a cut he personally applies first aid. 
Observation Department 

The caste system has finally hit the domestic help. A maid whose em- 
| ployer works in ‘A’ pictures wouldn’t think of talking to another maid 
| whose employer works in ‘B's’. 
| Went to the Palladium to see Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra and the place 
was so crowded the jitterbugs were dancing piggy-back. 

Passed a jeweler’s window on Vine street and he had the most unusual 
platinum surrounded by little diamond 


series they're 





ring in the window. It was pure 
| chips, and in the center was the most flawless piece of cube sugar you 
ever. saw. 


| Eavesdropped at Charley Foy’s: ‘His eyebrows are so bushy he keeps 











war 











Universal Pictures 


Under Personal Management of: 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Currently on National Release 


“RIDE "EM COWBOY” 


in 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


a gardener on full time just trimming them.’ 


Eavesdropped at Mocambo: ‘When 
and his bankbook on her sleeve.’ 


they broke up she wore her heart 


Eavesdropped at Mike Lyman’s: ‘What a writer; he couldn’t ad-lib an 


exclamation point.’ 


My brother, the one who has money tatooed in his wallet, has turned 


explorer. 


For a slight fee he helps you locate the chicken in chow mein. 


Afterpiece 
Buy a BOND if you’re FOND of liberty! 








L. HOWARD HEARD FROM 


rison in Airforce 


Highpoint of Ilka Chase’s half- 
hour on NBC last Saturday matinee 
(14) was a transatlantic interview 
with Leslie Howard which did nice 
service in plugging the latter’s new 
British film, ‘Mister V.’ The picture 
has just been released in the United 
States. The two-way shortwave ex- 
change was carried on in a light, 
airy pitch during which Howard re- 
vealed that he was hard at work in 
London as a film executive, how 
‘Mister V’ was made despite inter- 
ruptions from air raids and that he 
expects to be over to U. S. soon with | 
a new film. 

Film and stage actor Rex Harri- 
son cabled Lieut. Robert Mont- | 
gomery, U.S.N., last week that he, 
Harrison, has joined the Royal Air | 
Force. 








Miami to N. Y. 











INCOMING 
Harold Conrad. 
Sonja Henie. 
Matty Malneck. 
Bob Musel. 
Jack Robbins. 
Ed Sullivan. 
Dan Topping. 
Major Albert Warner, 
Mark Woods. 
OUTGOING 
Lou Baltimore. 
Moe Gale. 
Milton Meyers. 


Shortwaves to Ilka Chase—Rex Har- | 
| 





Harry Moss. 





EDWARD SHERMAN 


Irving Zussman. 


'25 at the Marine Base in San 


EARL CARROLL'S REVUE 


FOR MEXICO, MAYBE 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Earl Carroli is preparing a budget 
for the production of a girl show, 


similar to his ‘Vanities,’ to be staged 
at the Palace of Fine Arts in Mex- 
ico City in May, at the behest of the 


Mexican government. 

During his recent trip south of the 
border, Carroll was asked to submit 
a figure on a four-week show. Hs 
own, services will be complimentary. 
Budget calls for headline acts and 
a line of 36 girls, totaling about $80,- 
000, against a possible yield of $125,- 
000. Production would be sent In 
tact from Hollywood. 





|'American Theatre Wing’s 


Canteen in Little Club 


American Theatre Wing ypen 
its canteen for service men the 
former Little Club, basement of the 
44th St. theatre, on Monday, March 
2. Entertainment and rest center 35 
under direction of Jane Cow! and 
Selena Royle. 

Leading players from Broadway 
productions have volunteered &8 
series of special proagrams. Com- 
mittee in charge of entertainment 
includes Radie Harris, chairman, 
Betty Lawford, Arlene Francis, MTS. 
Danny Kaye, Johnny Green Rich- 


+ 


ard Rodgers and Hassard Short. 





KAY KYSER’S CAMP TOUR 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Kay Kyser is making a tour of 
army camps as far east as Chicago. 
He will visit camps that hav« had 


little entertainment, starting ou! Feb. 
Diego. 
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STILL MORE PIX UNIT PROD 





Slowest Broadway 


Play Season 


In Years; Only 2 Hollywood Buys 





With more than half of the legit 
geason gone, Paramount’s purchase 
last week of ‘Let’s Face It’ marked 
only the second Broadway show to 
be bought by Hollywood to date. 
And it’s the first of the 1941-42 crop 
to which film rights have been sold. 
Previous purchase, ‘Watch on the 
Rhine, which Warner Bros. ac- 
quired, was a holdover from last 
year. 


Current season is the slowest in | 
several years in number of Holly- | 


‘Laurie In Doghouse 


wood buys. It’s a _ reflection, of 
course, of the high number of quick 
fatalities among the new _ shows, 
even those by topnotch playwrights, 
since last September. By this point 
in the season film rights to half- 
dozen or so legiters have usually 
been sold. 

Paramount paid $225,000 fo. 
Face It,’ 
record price the same studio gave 
last season for ‘Lady in the Dark.’ 
Of the $225,000, however, $100,000 
went to 20th-Fox. Producer Vinton 
Freedley had failed, prior to pro- 
duction, to clear the film rights to 
‘Cradle Snatchers,’ on 


‘Cradle Snatchers.’ 

20th made Freedley a_ $100,000 | 
buy-or-sell proposition for ‘Face It.’ 
It would either sell out its ‘Cradle | 
Snatcher’ interest or buy up the 
‘Face It’ rights for that amount. 
Freedley immediately, however, got 
a $200,000 offer 
wyn and sold when Par upped it an- 
other $25,000. ‘Face It,’ 


by Cole Porter, is the season’s top 


musical. 

Fair Crop of Potentials 
Despite the lack of buys from 
Broadway, there’s a fair crop of 


Hollywood potentials. 


chased before the season Officially 
closes at the end of May. It’s usual 
for the second half of the seascn to 
see more purchases than the first. 

Gimmicks involved in a number of 
shows this year is one of the causes 
of the slow buying. ‘Cradle Snatch- 
ers’ confusion, for instance, held up 
the ‘Let’s Face It’ sale. ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ one of top comedies, can’t 
be bought because author Noel Cow- 
ard is still sore about the treatment 
Hollywood gave his last legiter. He’ 
understood planning to film ‘Spirit’ 
himself in London. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ currently doing fair 
business, is considered too special- 


(Continued on page 46) 


TOMMY DORSEY DUE TO 
JOIN EDDIE CANTOR 


Negotiations are under way which 
will put Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra 
on Eddie Cantor’g NBC program for 
Ipana-Sal_ Hepattca. If it goe 
through Cantor will not dispense 
with the services of Edgar (Cookie) 
Fairchild, conduetor, who has been 
with him for seasons. Dorsey rather 
would work alone, and _ possibly 
would become the summer 
ment for Cantor. 

Dorsey would join show some time 
in April, when he comes eas 
Paramount theatre. 
open annual stay 


replace- 


t to play 

New York. and 

at Astor hotel 

No Dorsey Freres Pic 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. 








New Military Objective 





With Lieut. Commander 
Walter Winchell and other uni- 
forms making that East 53d 
street (N. Y.) bistro a popular 
hangout, the gag around Gotham 
is that Sherman Billingsley’s 
Stork,Club now rates as a mili- 
tary objective. 








On Nabor’s Beef, But 
Judge Snips Leash 








‘Let’s | 
not much below th2 $285,000 | 
| 54th street Magistrates Court, N. Y., 
last week (10) in answer to a com- 


which the | 
book for ‘Face It’ is based. Fox owns | 


from Samuel Gold- | 


with music | 


It’s expected | 
that a number of them will be pur- | 


Joe Laurie, 
was a guest 


Jr., the dog fancier, 
(by request) in West 


Claudio Frigerio, 
is an ex-Metopera 


plaint by Mrs. 
whose husband 


baritone. It seems that Laurie’s four 
bulldogs disturbed Mrs. Frigerio, 


|} Wao is an upstairs neighbor in their 
| West 46th street brownstone, while 
| Lauri ie claimed that the dogs couldn’t 
| help but bark after hearing Mr. 
Frigerio’s singing. 
| It was pretty early in the morn- 
| ing when Laurie appeared in court, 
but he was flanked by Harry Hersh- 
field and Senator Ford, his two side- 
kicks on the ‘Can You Top This?’ 
program (WOR). Hershfield said 
|he couldn’t be sure about Laurie, 
| but he was present as a character 
| witness for the dogs, while Senator 
| Ford merely took notes on the gags 
the court attaches insisted on telling 
the trio. 
Magistrate Richard McKiniry had 
| evidently been awake for some time, 
because he was funnier than the 
pros. He asked Mrs. 
whether the dogs had disturbed her 
lately and she answered that they’d 
been quiet for the past week. 
(Continued on page 47) 


‘MADE ME LOVE YOU’ 
PLATTERBUG S DELIGHT =» 


‘You Made Me 
completely overlooked 
Judy Garland 


about two 


Love You,’ tune 
when it was 
revived by in a Metro 
filmusical years ago, is 
still gathering steam, despite the 
fact that Harry James’ recording of 
it has been in ‘Variety’s’ 
Best Sellers top 10 for 19 
straight James’ 
did more than anything else to get 
started, giving it a push 
li carrying it upward. Last 
Columbia shipped 
copies of his disc to 


chine 
weeks. recording 
his band 
that’s st 
week 
50,281 


Records 


neluded 
far, Columbia claims 
he work has sold 356,000 
started a belated bunch of othe 
released a 
two weeks ago, wh ch Decca 
60,000 advance orders be- 
fore it hit counters. Bing Crosby 
made it recently, too, as did Ina Ray 
Hutton for Elite. All told there are 
new 10 recordings of it by bands 
|and singers. 


platters. Jimmy Dorsey 





Deal for Tommy and Jimmy Dor- | 


sey to do a picture at Metro is re- 
ported off due to Jimmy 
Coin demands, 


It is understood he asked $100,000. 


Max Baer’s 2d Pic 


leilerend Feb. 17. 
Max Baer, former playboy cham- 
Pion of the prize ring, returns to | 
pictures under contract with Hal | 








Roach, calling for service in ‘Brook- | 


lyn Orchid, with options for pos- 
sible series. Marks Baer’s 
venture as a Hollywood actor, 

He debuted in ‘Prizefighter and 
Lady’ at Metro. 


Dorsey's | 


second | 


New Coward ‘Cavalcade’ 


Noel Coward is reported having 
written another ‘Cavalcade,’ this 
|time dealing with War II. 


| 


| This is separate and apart from 
20th Century-Fox’s idea of remaking 
his ‘Cavalcade’ with contempo- 


raneous scenes added. 





| ESTABROOK’S ‘WILL ROGERS’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

‘Life of Will Rogers’ is being 
screen scripted by Howard Estabrook 
at Warners 


j Hal Wallis produces 


QUALITY FLN 
Vo. QUANTITY 


Increasing Number of Inde- 
pendent Unit Setups on the 
Horizon — Top Producers 
Can Pick Their Own Dis- 
tributing Channels 





C’EST LA GUERRE 





War is expected to still further 
spur the rush toward unit produc- 


tion which has marked the Holly- 
wood scene for the past few months. 
That scene, with most cOmpanies 
continuing actively on the hunt for 
capable heads for further units, will 
be considerably changed by spring. 
Virtually all of Hollywood's impor- 
tant pictures will be coming from 
these more-or-less independent pro- 
ducers. 

Company after company has 
swung away from the system of 
front-office assignment of producers, 
which they have used for years, 
toward the unit idea. It followed 
quickly after initial experience with 
consent decree selling, which put the 

(Continued on page 44) 


FLOCK OF NAMES 
SET FOR NAVY 
BENEFIT 








Frigerio | 


Here | 


| Lawrence, Chico 


Coin Ma-|} 


deal- | 


a backlog of or-| 


| Dailev’s Meadowbrook on his 


‘Harmony 


Bette Davis and Tyrone Power 


stellar names 
ie 


ing lined up by 


Walter 


who went to Hollywood, to swell 
| the total of 32 headliners already 
listed to appear on the Navy Relief 


| Benefit Fund show at Madison 
Parts Garden, N. Y., March 10. 
Among those definitely set for the 
eel are Sr Jolson, Eddie Cantor, 
ell Ed Wynn, Kate 

Sm th. Fe Tucker, Gertrude 


Marx, Abbott & 
Tallulah Bankhead, Jimmy 
Ethel Merman, sarmen 


‘ 1? 
( ostello 


Durante, 


| 


| 


have been okayed and flock of other | Costello, 


from studios are be- | 
Winchell, | 








Metro Earmarks $500,000 For Its 
New Record Biz; T. Dorsey a Partner 





‘Abie’s’ Good Start 


— 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ has started 
off well for its radio backer, 
Procter & Gamble. The series 
went on NBC Jan. 24 and the first 
C.A.B. rating is 12.2. 

This is quite strong consider- 
ing the fact that it’s competing 
with Guy Lombardo (Colgate- 
CBS), whose concurrent rating is 
12.6. 











Court Extinguishes Diosa 
After ‘Bombshell’ Blows 
Up in Miami Night Club 


Miami, Feb. 17. 
The ‘Puerto Rican Bombshell,’ 
Diosa Costello, made good her 


marquee boast Wednesday (11) at 
the Frolics, local nitery, by ex- 
ploding with sufficient concussion in 
the direction of operator Joe Moss. 
She copped a suspended sentence in 
city court and 
$25 fine and costs. 
According to Moss, 
Started a slow burn, 
| developed into a fast sizzle, when 
|on the evening of the blitz, Kher turn 
was delayed by an impromptu ex- 
change on the floor between Billy 
Vine and jockeys Don Meade and 


Miss Costello 





| Eddie. Arcaro. Trio did a burley 
| of Vine’s ‘Sadie Thompson’ sketch. 
| This fol-de-rol, Miss Costello | 


lo! aimed, left the customers in no 
| mood to properly appreciate her hot 
hipology. 

At this juncture, the stories told 
| before Judge Cecil C. Curry failed to 
| jive. Moss insisted that he po- 

litely, but firmly, informed Miss 
Costello that she was fired. Miss 
according to 
plied: 

‘If I don’t 
won't live.’ 
At this moment her 


appear tomorrow you 


husband, Jacinto Campillo (‘Pupy’), | 


clipped Moss on the conk from the 
rear. 
Miss Costello, on the other hand, 


contended that Campillo only 
‘pooshed’ Moss and that latter fell 
over he 

Miss Costello and ‘Pupy’ aren’t 
working at the Frolics any more. 


Miranda, Olsen & Johns i: — EX- “SAND- HOG GETS 


Powell, George Mur phy, Bena 


Venuta, Joe E. Lewis, Ella co | 


Bill Robinson, soak ‘Scott. Rosario 
Antonio, Dinah Shore, Jim Barton 
Connie Boswell, Diosa Costello, Billy 
de Wolfe, The Hartmans, Paul 
(Continued on page 47) 


No Friday the 13th 
For Sammy Kaye; 
Gets 20th-Fox Nod 


Cle i Fet 17 
T ¢ < Cer b ) oft uv 
S: Kave’'s ( he a the n } 
assignment in the Sonja Henie-Ja 
Oakie fea re, ‘Iceland whict t 


skating before cameras April 

Kave got wired bid from s 
on his opening day at RKO Palace 
in his own home town last Friday, 
breaking all the hoary superstitions 
that Friday the 13th is a jinx day. 
Both the RKO de luxer and the 
press seized the timely coincident 
to beat the drums for Cleveland 
bandleader who began juggling a 
baton at old Danceland here in 1933 
when he was still attending Ohio 
U. Five of his original men are 
still with him. 

Although he has two more vaude 
dates and an engagement at Frank 
sked, 
Kaye said he may have to either 
change their dates or cancel them to 
get out to the Coast on time. While 
rere he bought a 400-acre country 
estate for his folks, renaming 1f 
Farm,’ 


2 
? 
+ 

\ 


udio 


LORENTZ- RKO PACT 


A former Chicago 


with a total of five weeks’ experi- 


ence on Broadway and none in Hol- | 


as been pacted by Pare Lo- 


: . 
lywood |! 


rentz to star in the producer’s initial 
Hollywood picture. Film is ‘Name, 
Age and Occupation,’ which Lorentz 
ng for RKO. Robert Ryan 1s 
e player selected by Lorentz alter 
le by Art! Willi, RKO'’s 
ef r York 
( 
r ¢ Ve afte a 
five ee at the Bela A 
é ¢ y ] 1 Wednes- 
) ( ( r ‘ | ce 
2 10- } fa Ly 
¢ ( e ¢ 
R 5, 4 e Ne YO Oo 
last spring With an irge to act 
nee he v a kid. he worked as a 
‘sand-hog,’ digging tunnels, and as a 
sail until he had ived enough || 


the Max Reinhardt 


coin to attend 


De Wolfe Primes Bike 


Billy De Wolfe. mimic at Club | 
Versailles, N Y.. has a Paramount 
picture contra virtually set throuet 
ViCA. M folate w, of the agency, 


; working out the details 

When De Wolfe onens in the new 
Shubert (Harry Kaufman) s 
sical, Cole 


tage mu- 
Porter's ‘Pot-Pourri,’ he | 


will double with the Versailles, and 
when he returns to the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y., April 1, in the new 
how there, he will ntinue dou- 


7% 
. 


cost her husband a | 


which quickly | 


Moss, re- | 


21-year-old | 


| | ——=T 
} \ | 
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Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Metro has an okay from Nick 
Schenck to go into the record busi- 
ness, and David Bernstein, vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer of Loew’s, Inc., 
has been delegated to work out the 


financial setup. The studio hopes to 
have a catalog and the first batch 
of pressings on the market by early 
autumn. Initial outlay of $500,000 
has been earmarked for the new en- 
terprise. 

Tommy Dorsey and Jack Cum- 
mings, latter a Metro producer and 
nephew of Louis B. Mayer, each re- 
ceive a 20% stock interest and also 
participate in the profits. Dorsey 
will get $2,500 for every record he 
makes (plus royalties). On that 
basis he should net around $100,000 
annually for the 30 platters he is 
scheduled to wax. 

Cummings’ new duties will not in- 
terfere with his production activities 
at the studio. 

Milton Pickman, former business 
| manager for Ted Lewis, who looked 
| after Dorsey’s RCA tour, will scout 
new talent and handle band con- 
tacts. Platters will be pressed at 
plants to be erected in Culver City 
'and New York. Studio singers not 
tied up by other recording compa- 
nies will be used for early output 

Previous to releasing the first 
batch of discs Metro will launch an 
extensive publicity campaign. Stu- 
dio is expected to cash in heavily 
on exploitation for its pictures by 

(Continued on page 47) 





GEORGE S. KAUFMAN’S 
13-WEEK OEM CYCLE 


George S. Kaufman, m.c. for the 
last two Sunday nights on ‘Keep "Em 
| Rolling,’ the OEM show on Mutual, 
will continue the stint for the next 
}11 shows. It is his first regular ra- 

dio series. Clifton Fadiman had the 
| assignment the first 13 weeks. 
Guests on the show Sunday night 
| (22) will be Lt. James Stewart and 
| C laude Rains in Maxwell Anderson's 
‘Valley Forge,’ and Mary Jane Walsh 





| as vocalist. 
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elles and ‘Kane’ Doped to Win Flock 
f Oscars Next Week, But ‘Valley 
And ‘York’ (Cooper) Hot Faves Also: 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Opinion gives Orson 
Welles an excellent chance to cop 
first money in at least two events 
and possibly more Academy awards 


Unbiased 


at the annual dinner a week from 
Thursday (Feb 26). Welles’ fate, 


however, is pretty much in the hands 
of 6,000 extras who hold the balance 
af power. If he gets a substantial 
block of extra votes, he may make a 
clean sweep of the field. 

His ‘Citizen Kane’ holds No. 2 post 
in nominations for the most out- 
standing production, but in this event 





| Alien Registration 








Washington, Feb. 14. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

As you undoubtedly know, the De- 
partment of Justice is requiring all 
aliens of German, Japanese or Italian 
nationality to file applications for 
Certificates of Identification at their 
nearest postoffices. 


where in the United States on Feb. 





he’s believed to stand less of a chance 
than in others where it qualified. 
It’s generally belicved to be a race 
between 20th-Fox’s ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ and Warners’ ‘Sergeant 
York,’ with smart money going on 
‘Valley’ to finish first. 


Welles is also up for the best per- | relatives who are subject to the re- 


formance by an actor, but will have 
to overcome the popularity of Gary 
Cooper and his performance in ‘Ser- 
geant York, or Robert Montgomery's 
work in ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan.’ It 
looks like Cooper, with Montgomery 
standing an outside chance. 

Race for the best achievement in 
directing is strictly between Welles 
and John Ford for ‘Valley.’ 

Welles and ‘Citizen Kane’ should 
have a walkaway for the black and 


| your readers are citizens, a number 


28. 

Through the medium of your pub- 
lication you can do a great deal to 
help us acquaint your readers with 
the requirements. Although most of 
lof them may have alien friends or 
quirements of the identification pro- 
gram. 

Earl G. Harrison, 
(Special Asst. to Attorney Gen’l) 
(Department of Justice) 


AFRA PROTESTS SLUR; 
RADIO’S PATRIOTISM 





white cinematography by Gregg 
Toland. Main opposition will come | 


from Walter Wanger’s ‘Sundown.’ | 
‘Citizen Kane’ also should be an easy 
winner in film-editing classification. | 

‘Kane’ also should cop first money | 
for best original screenplay. Credit 
is divided between him and Herman 
J. Mankiewicz, but ‘Sergeant York’ 
will be pushing hard. ‘Kane’ is also} 
entered for best achievement in art | 
direction, sound recording, and best | 


scoring of dramatic picture (but| 
believed to be outclassed in these | 


events) 
Acting Laurels a Tossup 

‘My Sister 
a@ winner 
formance by an actress, 
Fontaine probably 
for her work in RKO’s ‘Suspicion.’ 
Other half of eniry, Olivia De Havil- 
land, will receive some play for her 
showing in Paramount’s ‘Hold Back 
the Dawn.’ Only entry that stands 
chance of upset is Barbara Stanwyck 
in ‘Ball of Fire 
dark horse and might 
vance dope for her performance in 
‘Blossoms in the Dust.’ 

James Glea 
best performance by a 
actor in ‘Here Come Mr. Jordan.’ 
Donald Crisp will furnish stiff op- 
position for his showing in “Hov 
Green Was My Valley’ and Walter 
Brennan will get a lot of votes for 
supporting role in ‘Sergeant York.’ 


and I’ entry 


with Joan 
taking the Oscar 


upset all ad- 


Two from the same stable are 
competing for the best performance 
by an actress in supporting role. 
Patricia Collinge and Teresa Wright, 


in ‘The Little Foxes.’ Here. howeve 
it looks like Mary 


Astor in “The 


Great Lie’ and Sara Allgood. ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ may nose 
out a win. 

‘Here Comes Jordan’ should take | 


award for best written 

with Goldwyn’s ‘The 

finishing close up 
3est original motion p cture story 


is hard to figure but best guess 


Little Foxes 


‘Night Train’ (20ih-Fox-Briti 1), by 
Gordon Wellesley. Paramount's ‘The 
Lady Eve’ will be in running al! the 
way, and ‘Jordan’ might score an 
upset 

Best achievements in special ef- 
fects winners named by committee. 


(Continued on page 20) 


Ginsberg, Gillham Back 
In N.Y. for H.O. Huddles 


Henry Ginsberg 


. Vice-president and 
genera] manager of the Paramount 
studio, who arrived east Monday 


(16) on his first trip since 
par, will remain until the end of the 
week huddling 
ecutives on studio matters, produc- 
tion plans, ete. He is also exnected 
to discuss ‘The 
Minor,’ forthcoming production on 
the Par roster for which the com- 
pany has obtained Ginger Rogers. 
Latter came east Monday (16) also. 

Bob Gillham, advertising-publicity | 
head, who had been at the Par stu- | 


dio two weeks discussing campaigns, | 


seeing new 
on the 


product. etc.. came east 
same train with Ginsberg. 


| stamps and bonds,’ 


iter Glass, 


looks like | 
in competition for best per- | 


Greer Garson is a| 


on looks like cinch for | 
supporting | 


screenplay, | 


joining | 


Major and the! 


‘No greater sales force was ever 
assembled for any venture in this 
than the radio performers 
‘every day are 
the purchase of defense 


country’ 
who hour of every 


urging 


The identification program is al-| 
ready concluded in eight western 
states and will be completed else- 


Douglas’ Showmanship 


Washington, Feb. 17. 

By a forthright prelude to his 
prepared remarks, Melvyn Douglas 
grabbed a lot of good will—where it 
counts—last week. As speaker at 
the weekly luncheon of the National 
Press Club, the maligned actor won 
his audience by explaining he would 
have preferred an introduction as 
‘Melvyn Hesselberg Douglas’ be- 
cause his father was one of the 
greatest pianists ever to come from 
Russia and he is not ashamed of his 
family background. 

But the advertised on-the-record 
talk on ‘What It’s All About’ turned 
out to be ai: in-the-room affair, be- 
cause President Roosevelt had just 
named Dean James M. Landis head 
of the Office of Civilian Defense and 
major changes in the framework 
were in prospect. 


HELLINGER MAY 








Mark Hellinger’s return to War- 
ner Bros., which lot he left for his 
20th-Fox deal, is a possibility now 
that Hal Wallis heads his own unit 
and not the entire WB production 


setup. 
Like Bryan Foy, Hellinger and 
Wallis were’ reported’ clashing, 


which caused both him and Foy to 
switch to the Zanuck production or- 
ganization, although at intervals. 





Hearing on Coast Today 





American Fed- | 
eration of Radio Artists declared last 

week in a telegram of protest at 

Congressional slurs on the entertain- 

ment industry. 

Emily Holt, exee secretary of 
AFRA, 
chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, stated: 

‘Men and women in the entertain- 
ment industry...are making their 
| full contribution to the war effort 
and because of their profession are 

able to render special services in 

conveying messages and information 
ito the public and sustaining morale 
|...The amerdments introduced in 
| the House to the appropriation fo! 
| the Office of Civilian Defense are 
unworthy, and unjust to these Amer!i- 
cans. We urge that the Senate 
strike out these amendments which 
do not reflect on the dignity or con- 
tribution of professional] artists, but 
regrettably they do reflect on the 


dignity of the Representatives who 
introduced and voted for the 
Amendments referred to are those 


inserted by the House to prevent 
coin going for ‘dancers, fan dancers, 
street shows, theatrical perform- 
ances or similar activities,’ 
aimed 


in her wire to Senator Car- | 
Senate | 


and were | 
directly at appointments of | 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
With picture contracts carrying a 
| value of around $250,000 at stake, at- 
torneys for the William Morris 


| 
agency and Abbott & Costello are 
| 


here from New York to supplement | 


| local battery of barristers for the 
arbitration hearing before 
Actors Guild of dispute between 
|comedy team and the commission 
| house. Heading the vanguard from 
| Gotham for the opening session to- 
| day (Tues.) was William Morris, JY., 
followed shortly after by 
| Michael Halperin, Abe Lastfogel and 
Sam Weisbord. Halperin and Mar- 
tin Gang will handle the legalistics 
for the Morris Office. J. Robert 
Broder 
share the A. & C. 
Nate Freedman. 
Arbiters are M. C. Levee, agent, 
for the Morris agency: General Jo- 
seph O. Donovan, head of state Se- 
lective Service and who served in 
many arbitration hearings involving 
vaudeville artists in the lush days 
of olios. for Abbott & Costello: 
Irvin Stahlmaster, onetime Nebraska 
occasional labor arbitra- 
tor, as the impartial third 
Morris office is contesting a dis- 
nissal order by the comedy team. 


arguments with 


judge and 


Melvyn Douglas and Mayris Chaney | 


and Treasury film made by Walt 


Disney. 


Much Ado Akout Disney’s 
806; Got It Weeks Ago 


Walt Disney weeks avo received | 
his highly-publicized $80,000 from 
the Treasury Department and 

hether Congress approves the ap- 
propriation or not is of little con- 
cern to him Receipt of the coin | 


was confirmed on the Coast Monday 
(16) by Disney’s brother, Roy, who 
serves as his business manage! 

Disputed $80,000 which the 
of Representatives deleted from an 
appropriation bill two weeks ago 
was merely to reimburse the Treas- 
ury for the coin it had already paid 
out of an emergency fund. Money 
/was turned over to Disney for ‘The 
New Spirit,’ an eight-minute Mickey 
Mouse he made on order from the 
Treasury. 


House 





| a ede 


vith home office ex- | 


| Capra Starts Duties 
| 
Washington, Feb. 17. 
| Frank Capra arrived here over 
|the weekend to begin active duty 
| with the U. S. Army Signal Corps. 
He was recently commissioned a 
'major and will be attached to the 
‘general staff. 

Capra just completed direction of 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for Warner 


Bros. | 


L.A. to N. Y. 

Nate Blumberg. 
| George Bruce. 

Sidney Buchman. 

Leslie Charteris. 

Ken Dolan. 
Durante. 
Glenn Ford. 
Jean Gabin. « 
Robert M. Gillhan 
Leo Jafie 
Otto Kruger 
John Ma 
Raymond Massey. 
Abe Montague. 
Ralph Morgan, 
Robert Poole. 
R tz Bi OS. 
Ginger Rogers. 
Abe Schneider. 
Oscar Serlin. 
Herman Shumlin. 
Dorothy Spencer, 


Jimmy) 


chio., 


Spencer Tracy. 
Walter Winchell. 


N. v. te to aK A. 
Robert Ardrey. 
Gene Buck. . 
H. Wm. Fitelson. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Earl McGill. 
| E. C. Mills. 
Pola Negri 
John O'Connor. 
John G. Paine. 
Elliot Paul. 
Bill Powers, 
Si Seadler. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Aubrey Schenck. 





Political Friend of 


Hollywood 


Scores D.C. Bias as Exemplified 
By Hullabaloo Over Douglas, et Al. 





Washington, 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

When the organized motion picture 
industry is subjected to the slurs and 
jibes of partisan and political Con- 
gressmen, because one of its stars 
was assigned to help out the war ef- 
fort, it strikes one observer the time 
has arrived to meet the challenge 
and speak out in behalf of plain jus- 
tice. 

Certain members of the House of | 
Representatives,"in my opinion, are | 
deliberately sabotaging the effort at | 
national unity, to the end of discredit- | 
ing the administration, and casting 
reflections on the wife of the Com-| 


Feb. 13. | 








RETURN TO WB 


mander-in-Chief. As Al Smith says, | 
let’s look at the record and analyze 
the facts. 

| (1) Melvyn Douglas, a first flight 
leading man in Hollywood earning | 
well over $100,000 a vear in his pro- 
fession, is asked to organize certain | 
groups to help out civilian defense. 
It is a WOC job (without compen- | 
sation). Does leaving a $100,000 or 
more established rating in Holly- | 
wood for a non-salaried federal desk 
indicate avarice, selfishness or any 
desire for a Government handout? | 
In all the controversy which has de- | 
veloped, nothing is said about the | 
fact that Melvyn Douglas is sacri | 
ficing both time and income to serve | 
the Government. Overlooked are his | 





Open A&C, Morris Agency 


Screen | 


attorney | 


came in from New York to | 


party. | 


capabilities, and that he is ge nerally | 


and intelligent men in show busi- 


| ness. 


| euphonious, a practice as common as 
political speeches on the 
Congress. Congressman Leland Ford 
|} of California, by continually 
jing this name-changing, leaves the 
| inference that the practice is repre- 





|hensible and implies the 


purpose is 
| concealment. 


I wonder if that was 
jthe Congressman’s real purpose? 
| Instead of being rewarded for mak- 


|ing a patriotic gesture with willing- | 
sacrifice energy and money, | 


}ness to 
|Mr. Douglas is accused of being a 
parlor pink. Conveniently overlooked 


is the fact that he was a zealous 
worker on the Fight for Freedom 
|; Committee; that he was co-starred 


with Greta Garbo in ‘Ninotchka,’ a 
picture boycotted by the Communists, 
with a general condemnation for all 


he has responded generously to every 
effort by the Government to enlist 
|the motion picture industry in the 
promotion of defense and the war 
| effort. 

Douglas a Scapegoat 

Leland Ford will 
never forgive Dean James M 
of the Harvard Law School 
director of the Office of Civilian De- 
fense), because that conscientious 
official recognized that even Harry 
Bridges has rights under the Ameri- 
can Constitution. So he attacks Cali- 
fornia’s principal industry, and makes 
Melvyn 
charges that public sentiment 
Mr. Douglas from accepting a com- 
mission in the California National 


| Congressman 


Landis 





activities. The real facts. 
gressman Jerry Voorhis explained 
vas that when Mr. Douglas was of- 
'fered the commission by the Gover- 
nor of California, he declined it and 
gave as his reason that he did not 
believe he was qualified. 

(3° A leader in the assault 
Mr. Douglas was Congres 
Hoffman of Michigan. 
self-appointed 
Ford’s early 


as Con- 


upon 
man Clare 
Here is the 
defender of Henry 
labor policies, 
left stranded on a limb when that in- | 
dustrial genius signed up with the 
United Auto Workers. Mr. Hofiman | 
also told the world, and inci identally 
Mr. Hitler, via the floor of Congress 
that the President 
States was to be 
bomb shelter. Notwithstanding that 
editors and radio stations agreed to 
conceal this information, Mr. Hoff- 
man objected to such protection and 
condemned it. He overlooked the 
fact that the precautions taken to 


who was 


of the United 


pants also safeguard his own Con- 
gressicnal person and that of his 
family. Mr. Hoffman also sneers at 
the four sons of the President who 
are serving in the armed forces. In 
the press galleries Hoffman of Mich- 
igan is as popular as a nagging wife. 

(4) The other rabble-rouser against 
|) Mr. Douglas was Congressman John 





recognized as one of the most able | acne practical. 


floor of ! 


stress- | 


| 

Peb Ri scini 

| who took part in its production; that | 
| 


(now 


Douglas his scapegoat. He | 
kept | 


Guard because of his ‘pink and Red’ | 


S,|a federal payroll. 


protected by a! 


guard the White House and its occu- | 


Taber of New York. What is his 
record? He was against the Roose- 
velt foreign policies, and voted 
against the “Lease-Lend bill. He voted 
against the price contro] bill to curb 
profiteering, twice for the Smith bill 
to strangle labor, and always favored 
the tax bills which would give the 
wealthy speciai privileges. He has 
hammered hardest at relief agencies, 
like Works Progress Administration 


| (WPA), and National Youth Admin- 


istration (NYA); has also opposed 
Tennesssee Valley Authority (TVA), 
and others that were encroaching 
on private enterprise. In short, he is 
the perfect reactionary, a chronic 
anti-Roosevelt member of Congress, 
an extreme conservative, a good rep- 
resentative of monopoly and big 
business. Not even when he was 
shown to be wrong in his charges 
against Mr. Douglas would he retract 
one word of his indictment. 
No Fan-Dancer 

The wholesale condemnation of 
Mayris Chaney was accompanied by 
the same kind of falsification and 
distortion. She is a_ professional 


| dancer, and never, as far as the rec- 


ords show, engaged in fan-dancing. 
Not one of the enterprising news- 
papers that took part in this editorial 
bombardment at the outset took the 
trouble to find out what plans she 
j}had submitted to the Oifice of 
| Civilian Defense, nor whether they 
The attempted ef- 


| fort to show that OCD was to be in- 
|vaded by 
(2) Melvyn Douglas’ legal name is | 

| Seensetioare and for professional rea- | 
|} sons he changed it to something more 


strip-teasers and _ fan- 
dancers was pure editorial and car- 
toonist invention, fostered for purely 
political reasons. 

Indeed this frontal assault upon the 
motion picture industry should be 
laughable, if it was not baffling, be- 
cause of what this branch of the en- 
tertainment world has done for the 
war effort. Let’s enumerate 

(1) In the sale of Defense 


Bonds for the Treasury depart- 
| ment Carole Lombard, a _ real 
| glamour girl, sacrificed her life. 


(2) Dorothy Lamour used her 
studio vacation to work for the 
Special Services branch of the 
Treasury department and _ sold 
$2,000,000 worth of Defense 
Bonds. Incidentally she paid all 
of her own expenses, including 
those contracted in aiding the In- 
fantile Paralysis Foundation 
Washington Celebration. 

(3) Merle Oberon, another 
glamour girl, gave her time and 
spent her own money to help 
organizing efforts of the Office of 
Civilian Defense. 

(4) Scores of Hollywood ac- 
have taken part without 
compensation in the radio pro- 
grams for the Office of Emer- 
gency Management, in the Bill of 
Rights network hookup on which 
the President of the United 
States spoke. 

(5) In the United Service Or- 
ganization drive Hollywood far 
exceeded its quota. In the 
various Red Cross campaigns 
that humanitarian organization 
has had the full cooperation and 
financial support of industry per- 
sonnel. 

(6) Hundreds of Hollywood 
personalities have given 
time and talent to the ente: 
ment of soldiers and sai ora 
the camps and naval establis} 
ments. Only recently a_ large 

group of Broadway and Holly- 

wood personalities made a 15-day 
trip in army bombers to enter- 
tain the enlisted personnel in the 

Caribbean area 

Disney 

Yet Hollywood is subjected to 
ridicule and contumely by 
| bers of Congress, with more than an 
intimation industry personalities are 
endeavoring to fasten themselves to 
Walt Disney's con- 
| tribution to income tax stimulation, 
undertaken at the invitation of 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgan- 
thau, is branded as a raid upon the 
| Treasury, though the picture was 

made at cost and Mr. Disney paid 
his personal expenses. The Donald 
| Duck income tax comedy is showing 


tors 


thei 
{ 


mem- 


jin the theatres of the country and is 
_expected to reach at least 7,000,000 
| people in the lower income brackets. 
For responding to the Govenment’s 
|invitation Mr. Disney is abused, and 
| some would withhold his legitimate 
production expenditures. 

Not one individual so eager to 
; Vilify Melvyn Douglas took the 
(Continued on page 44) 
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WOMEN TO MAN THEATRES 





Despite Booming Gross Incomes, Pix 
Cos. See Big Taxes Chopping the Net 





While most major film companies 
reflected huge writeoffs for Federal 
taxes in final quarters last year, 
most financial) men in the industry 
expect even further and more sweep- 
ing inroads into. gross revenue this 
year. Giant tilts in income taxes and 
the excess profits tax scale, now be- 
ing worked out in Washington, 
doubtlessly will go into effect before 
the end of 1942. 

Majority of picture companies ex- 
pect gross revenue to continue on 
the upbeat at least for the first half 
of 1942 despite higher labor charges 
and greatly increased cost of ma- 
terials. However, financial execu- 
tives on film company boards are 
convinced that the outlook for main- 
taining current net profit levels is 
far from encouraging because of the 
tax increases. 

Aside from Federal taxes, majors 
with theatre affiliates are confronted 
with higher taxation in nearly every 
state in which their circuits operate. 

Excess profits sock thus far has 
proved a real thorn in the side of 
distributing companies which only 
recently emerged from the financial 
woods. Reason, of course, is that this 
tax must be figured on average 
profits over years when gross was 
running much below what it is 
presently. This makes the film com- 
pany appear to be operating at an 
excessively high net profit, 
penalizes such distributor for show- 
ing such profit. 

Universal recently 
with a $1,500,000 hike in 


reported 
earnings 








and | 
| number 


for the year before Federal income | 


and excess profits taxes, 
show a mere $100,000 increase in net 
profit after such taxes had been 
paid. Warner Bros. and Loew’s, re- 
porting recently, also showed big tax 
deductions. 


KORDA MAY RESUME 
PRODUCTION ABROAD 





London, Feb. 17. 
Alexander Korda, who arrived 
here this week by clipper from 


New York, will make no announce- 
ment regarding future production 


plans for several days. Since his 
arrival he has been’ conferring 
quietly with Arthur Rank 

Korda’s principal mission on this 
trip is to settle with Prudential In- 
surance, according to insiders’ 


opinion. 


He is reputed to owe this | 


only to} 


vt 


War Is Like That 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Young male stars who radiated 
glamor a year ago have become 
a pain in the neck to studio 
flacks. Winning a polo match, 
hooking a 400-pound tuna and 
kindred athletic achievements 
don't go any more, with warlike 
deeds on the front pages. 

Studio publicity writers are 
having a tough time aggran- 
dizing handsome heroes who are 
of military age but not in uni- 
form. 


OVERDOING PIX 
PATRIOTISM 
VIA SHORTS? 


Number of defense and wartime 
activity shorts is rapidly nearing the 
saturation point in the matter of 
audience judging by the 
received in 
New York from exhibitors. Vhether 
or not audiences actually are start- 
ing to complain about the sameness 
of 
known, but the number of squawks 











appeal, 
of complaints 


numerous defense films is not 


| unofficially admitted as coming from 


firm around $2,000,000. After this | 
has been adjusted, Korda may ally | 
himself with Rank for extensive 
film production. 

It is possible they will make at 
least two pictures here. Lack of 
stars and studio space will not 
worry kim because he has Vivien 


Leigh, Laurence Olivier and Ralph 
Richardson all under exclusive con- 
tract to him and they are here. 
Although studio space is unavail- 
able, it is figured that the Rank- 
Korda influence will enable them to 
get space at Denham. 
Korda, whose ‘Jungle 
into U. S. release April 3, 
will be here for three months 


Book’ 


probably 


goes 


HAYS CLARIFIES 
No Production. Code Revise—Also 
Nothing On Breen 
. Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
There will be no Coast meeting to 
map a general welfare campaign 
for films, according to Will Hays, due 


to the fact that the Unity meeting | 


exhibs has been increasing lately. 
Running -time requirements of 
many theatres having double fea- 
tures is said to figure in most of 
these complaints. In the last World 
War, many theatres used 4-minute 
speech-making programs and col- 
lected money for defense and Vic- 
ory Loan bonds. Thus far none of 
the films has linked up the actual 
fund collection idea, but it may be a 
switcheroo from the present pro- 
cession of armament 
briefies. . 


Agfa Parent Corp. 
Taken Over by U.S. 
Treasury; War Move 


Washington, Feb. 17. 
the 


raw 


Control of second largest 
of stock 


taken over by the Treasury as a war 


source film has been 


measure, 


owners are Germans, all but a frac-| 
tional part of the shares of General | 


Aniline & Film 
(Agfa parents) from now on will be 
voted by Uncle Sam 

of I. G. 


Aktiengesellschaft, 


Paper registered in names 
Chemie, O 


Maatschappij voor Industrie en Han- 


smon 


|delsbekagen, Chemo Maatschappij 
{voor Chemishe Ondernehmungen, 
Eidgenossiche Bank, the late Dr. 
Car] Bosch, and Dr Hermann 
Schmitz has been confiscated in ac- 
|tion intended to protect the invest- 
ment of American bondholders. 


Secretary Morgenthau disclosed that 


Americans own about 95% of the 
;company’s $18,000,000 worth of 
| debentures, though more than 95% 


in New York recently covered every | 


phase of proposed industry action. | 


There is no reason for revision of 
the Production Code either, says 
Hays, because moral aspects in films 
and in picture advertising have im- 
proved. 

Hays remains here until the first 


week in March before returning 
east. He stated that no negotiations 


$60,000,000 


of any kind are under way for Joe | 


Breen to return to the Production 
Code administration. Latter is on 
brief leave from top production berth 
at RKO battling sinus disturbance 


| jured 


of the common and 
held by foreigners. 
The company, which ranks next to 
Eastman as a film source, employs 
8,000 persons and does about 
worth of business an- 
nually, the Treasury said. Ultimate 
disposition of the sequestered prop- 
erty is termed 
implying that the United States may 
peddle the paper locally. Any in- 
dividual contending he has been in- 
or is not the national of a 
country with which the U. S. is at 
war can file claims for return of the 


preferred was 


| paper. 


> 


manufacturing | 


On the grounds the real} 


Corp. of Delaware | 


an ‘open’ question, | 
| and drive is from Feb. 16 to March 2, | 


FEMME MGRS, 
ROWING VOGUE 


Loss of Manpower to the 
National Defense Opens 
More Avenues for the Gals 
—Not Just Cashiers and 
Usherettes, But in Top 
Spots 





—— 


S.A. SLANT 


Due to loss of manpower in the- 
atres as result of the war and de- 
fense work, including managers, as- 


sistants, treasurers-cashiers, chiefs 
of service, ushers, etc., women for 
these posts begin to loom large on 
the exhibition horizon, with opera- 
tors expressing the view that they 
probably will have to look to the 
femmes to keep going. 

The Loew circuit, which unlike 
others has always favored employ- 
ment of women, and have several on 
theatre payrolls as managers or as- 
sistants, is making a check on all its 
women cashiers, usherettes, ma- 
trons, etc., to determine their suita- 
bility for managerial posts or other 
promotions. 

Because of the war 
roads being made on men, which 
will intensify as the conflict con- 
RUSS. HOES is also ready to con- 
sider the applications for theatre 
jobs, up to that of manager, from 
women who have the proper quali- 
fications. Chain is also leaning heav- 
ily toward use of girls for ushering 
purposes, with 50% of the houses 
now using gals instead of boys. 

Attitude of Loew’s toward women 
|results in a large part from the re- 
| sults the circuit has cbtained from 


and the in- 





experiments in using the fairer sex 
|as managers or assistants. 
Loew’s Femme Managers 
A veteran is Mrs. Louise Leonard, 
| who has managed the Astor, N.Y. (a 


| very important operation ordinarily 


|playing pictures on roadshow en- 
| gagements) for many years. She 
|was formerly an assistant at the 


theatre 

Grace Niles manages the Lexing- 
ton, an important neighborhood, 
while Phyllys Paige is 
the Sheridan Square, N.Y., as man- 
ager. Miss Paige formerly 
lassistant manager at the Century, 
Brooklyn. Mrs. Bessie Dove, 
cashiered at the old American, N.Y., 


Was 


iis assistant at the 77th St. A more 
lrecert female managerial appointee | 
| by Loew’s is Molly Stickles, who be- 
came assistant manager of Poli’s, 


Waterbury, Conn., last September. 
At a recent managers’ meeting at 
Loew headquarters, Mrs. Leonard, 
Miss Niles and Miss Paige got up as 
a trio to register a vote of thanks 


a chance to run theatres. 
The RKO circuit, major opposition 
to Loew’s in the Greater New York 
(Continued on page 19) 


| 


+ 


| 
in charge of | 
an | 


who | 


to the circuit for giving the women | 








UMPI Subcommittee Meets Exhib 
Bodies on Possible New Selling 
Methods; One Idea: Twice-a-Year 


lL 





Stoki Gets Happy 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

A lean-looking, bushy-haired 
gent strode across the dance 
floor of the Palladium, home of 
the hepcats, and mitted maestro 
Tommy Dorsey. ‘That’s a great 
outfit you have there,’ the 1-l, 
b-h gent remarkes. 

Dorsey gave him a fast take and 
then beamed. His congratulator 
was Leopold Stokowski, out for 
an evening among the Main- 
streeters, 


BIG WB PROFITS 
INSPIRE DIVVY 
REPORTS 


Warner Bros. net profit of $2,079,- 
601 in first quarter of its current 
fiscal year has revived reports that 
the company is giving more consid- 
eration to paying up dividend ar- 
rears on its preferred. Propostion 
has been dusted off from time to 
time in the last few months with- 
out any tangible plan set. 

Fact that the company’s cash po- 
sition improved by about $1,600,000 
during the quarter, and that the 
funded debt is gradually being re- 
duced, are contributing to talk of 
paying preferred divvy arrears. 
Warners owes slightly less than $34 
per share on preferred despite 
resumption of dividend payments 
last year. 

Paying off half of this divvy ar- 
rearage would cost the corporation 
slightly less than $1,700,000. War- 
ner Bros. funded debt now is around 
$57,000,000, which is about $9,000,000 
less than two years ago. Also the 
company would benefit from ad- 
ditional unfreezing of distribution 
revenues in Great Britain and other 
Coupled with re- 
|cent strong boxoffice the 
Warner outlook is for substantially 
| sturdy revenues in the second quar- 
|ter ending around the end of this 
month. 


Fadiman’s Studio Meet 


William J. Fadiman, Metro’s east- 








ite 
1tS 





foreign countries 


pictures, 





4 —_—_—_—-_ 


Proposals to submit a new selling 
plan to the Dept. of Justice to re- 
place the present blocks-of-five, plus 
an expanded arbitration plan en- 
larging the scope as well as the 
powers of the American Arbitration 
Assn. for a more suitable means of 
handling disputes, is contained in 
many suggestions made by exhibit- 
ors to the United Motion Picture In- 
dustry. Subcommittee of the UMPI 
met yesterday (Tues.), but in order 
to correlate the recommendations 
made it adjourned at noon to meet 
again today (Wed.). 


Jack Kirsch, president of Allied 
of Illinois and chairman of the 
UMPI subcommittee, stated yester- 
day (Tues.) that he had received 
such a volume of suggestions that 
postponement of action with regard 
to expansion of arbitration was the 
best plan. 

In connection with forcing of 
shorts forbidden by the decree, ad- 
justment of individual complaints 
and of territorial complaints, these 
matters have been turned over to a 
drafting committee preparatory to 
presentation to the general commit- 


tee when it has a meeting. This 
drafting group includes Howard 
Levinson, of Warner Bros.; Felix 


Jenkins, representing 20th-Fox; H. A. 
Cole, former president of Allied 
States Assn., and Max A. Cohen, 
president of Allied Theatre Owners 
of New York. 

As spokesman for distributors on 
a substitute sales policy, William F. 
Rodgers, Metro sales manager, re- 
ported yesterday (Tues.) that due to 
absence from the city of several 
principals more time was necessary, 
but that distrib recommendations 
might be presented during the cur- 
rent session of the subcommittee, 
possibly today (Wed.). 

One proposal that ts said to have 
been presented is the selling of pic- 
tures twice annually, with a 20% 
cancellation privilege. Most ex- 
hibitors, of course, are strongly in 
favor of unresrticted blockading 
with cancellation clauses, but while 
they also prefer identification of 
films for an entire year, this prob- 
ably would never be agreed to. 

Should various 


elements repre- 


| sented at the subcommittee meetings 





ern story editor, leaves New York 
| Friday (20) for 10 days to two weeks 
of confabs at the studio. 

He’ll discuss current and coming | 
| literary material with Kenneth Mac- | 
|Kenna, Coast story editor, and with | 
| various producers and execs. 





Montreal Theatres 


Montreal, Feb. 17. 

xrosses of all first-run theatres, as 
also second-run Imperial and the 
| Newsreel theatre, which are oper- 
ated by Consolidated, will be in- 
vested in the Canadian Victory Loan 
| for the six days Feb. 16-21 which in- 
'cludes start of new pic Feb. 20 and 
a Saturday night take. Estimate is 
for a $40,000 investment in the loan 
on a total of seven houses 

Loan is for $600,000,000 or better, 


ior later, according to amount of sub- 
scriptions. 
' 


Holly wood’s Co-op 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
ood Victory Committee is 





| Hollyw 


Donate Full 





|sending four stars to Canada to help 
the Dominion raise $600,000,000 in the 
|new loan drive launched last week. 
| Players are Brian Aherne, Greer 


| Garson, Sir Cedric Hardwicke and 
Adolphe Menjou. 
Fred Beetson has been succeeded 


las chairman of the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee for Stage, Screen 
and Radio by Kenneth Thomson, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Screen Ac- 
{tors Guild Howard  Strickling, 
Metro publicity director named vice- 
chairman. 

Beetson 


resigned over 


Week's Grosses For Victory Loan 





comnnittee ' 


protests because his increased duties | 


as exec. v.p. of the Producers Asso- 
i ciation allowed him too littis time 
for other dutie 


evolve a united selling and arbitra- 
tion plan, it will be submitted to the 
UMPI for approval by the main 
body. Any new sales-arbitration 
plan conflicting with the consent de- 
cree would eventually have to be 
approved by the Department of 
Justice. 

Leon J. Bamberger, new executive 
secretary for the UMPI, is attending 
the subcommittee meetings. A. W. 
Smith, Jr., of RKO, is substituting 
for Ned E. Depinet, RKO v.p,; 
otherwise all subcommittee members 
are on hand 


Breen Plays Safe, Picks 
Up Options Early at RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Joseph I. Breen, vice-president in 
charge of production at RKO, picked 
options ahead of time on six heads 
of studio departments. 

Renewed contractees are Walter 
Daniels, production manager; John 
Aalberg, chief sound engineer; Cone 
stantin Bakaleinikoff, music depart- 
ment; Albert D’Agostino, art departe 
ment; Vern Walker, camera effects, 
and Darrell Silvera, chief property- 
man, 





Gabin’s Big Shake 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
20th-Fox picked up Jean Gabin’s 
option as result of his first Amere- 
ican picture work in ‘Moontide.’ 
Next job is the star spot in ‘The 
Night the World Shook,’ with Nun- 
nally Johnson as wroducer-writer, 
starting in June. 
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Churchill, Singapore, Sunday-Monday [ Studio Contracts 


Registering, All Combine to Dent B.0. 


+ 


Based on figures so far obtainable, 
operating executives and exhibitors 
report that business during the past 
week has showed signs of weaken‘ng 
with Sunday (15) notably off due to 
the draft and the bad war riews. 

Theory so far as the war is con- 


cerned is that while people were | 


getting away from their radios and 
going out to amuse themselves in 
one way or another, the sudden seri- 
Ous turn of events during the past 
week has at least momentarily 
thrown them back to 


the ether | 





| Lubitsch Starts ‘Cindy’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Ernst Lubitsch reports at 20th- 
!Fox tomorrow (Wed.) to start ‘Self 
| Made Cinderella,’ first job under his 
| new producer contract. 
| Ginger Rogers goes 
role. 


ESTIMATE U’S FIRST 
QUARTER AT $700,000 





into the top 


| 





Waves and newspapers. Also on Sun.- | 


day (15) when Americans 
shocked to learn of the unconditional 


surrender of Singapore, a lot of mati- 


nee trade was no doubt lost by those 
who wanted to listen to Prime Min- 


ister Churchill of England. Noted 
in this connection, too, is that many | 
of those who heard Churchill's 


Speech were not left in any mood to 
dash to picture theatres. 

While it is not yet possible to get a 
clear picture of the entire country as 
to the state of the boxoffice nation- 
ally and the apparent effect war 
news, Churchill’s airing and the draft 
has had during the past week, it’s 
believed that business was off gener- 
ally. 

Larger centers are likely to have 
suffered more because of the draft 
than smaller communities due to the 
fact larger numbers of meni in the 
cities had to register and people had 
to wait anywhere from an hour up 
to be recorded. Registration took 
place for most of the country on 
Sunday and Monday (15-16), with 
estimates placing the number of men 
registering at approximately 9,000,- 
000. 

In New York City about 74% of 
those required to register did so on 
Sunday (15), one of the best theatre 
days of the week and especially in 
neighborhoods. Registration places 
were open from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
but most of the crush was said to 
have occurred during the afternoon 
when they were lost or partly lost to 
matinees. In N. Y. business was not 
affected in the downtown Broadway 
area as much as in the nabes on 
Sunday-Monday (15-16). 


GOOD WEATHER 
SPELLS OK B.O. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 

The finest weather break within 
memory, as well as greatly improved 
economic conditions, has resulted in 
the most prosperous theatre business 
in this territory in many years. Mild 
temperatures and absence of bliz- 
7g ‘s and heavy snowfalls, blocking 
h..hways, have been a tremendous 
timulus to grosses all along the 
line 

Only complaints have come from 
the Twin City independent exhibit- 
ors who have suffered because the 
Minnesota anti-consent decree law 
has delayed them in obtaining new- 
season product. However, downtown 
first-run houses in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul benefited at the independ- 
ents’ expense and have been enjoy- 
ing record business 


Coslow’s 20 Soundies 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Sam Coslow signed two deals for 
a total of 20 soundies for distribu- 
tion by Roosevelt-Coslow-Mills Pro- 
ductions, 10 with Josef Berne as co- 
producer and director at Fine Arts, 
and the rest with Herb Moulton in 
the same capacity at the Hal Roach 
studio. 

In addition to the 10 soundies 
Berne closed a deal to direct the first 
of a series of a dozen musical shorts 
to be produced by RCM for Par- 
amount release. 














Hitched to 2 Star 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Alan Ladd, young actor who has 
been hanging around pictures and 
radio for a few vears, climbs to star- 
dom at Paramount in ‘The Man in 
Heif Moon Street.’ 


New job is the result of Ladd’s; 


work in ‘This Gun for Hire,’ which 


was recently sre-k-previewed. 


Re NN. ose 


were | 


Despite increased taxes Universal’s 

net profit for the first quarter of the 
company’s fiscal year, ended last Jan. 
30, is expected to be around $700,000, 
or approximately the same as com- 
parable quarter in the previous fiscal 
year. U showed $703,795 in the first 
| quarter ending in January, 1941, be- 
|fore tax deductions, while earnings 
| in the recently concluded quarter are 
| reported as holding right up to that 
level. 

Universal’s real upbeat in earn- 
ings of the first quarter of the 1941- 
42 fiscal year came in January, the 
month of December being particu- 
larly poor because of America’s en- 
trance into the war and ensuing war 
jitters for several weeks prior to 
Christmas holidays. November was 
not particularly good but about even 
with the same month in 1940. Tax 
bite recently has been so severe no 
film companies are figuring even es- 
timated earnings after tax deductions 
since these writeoffs often make the 
net total vary by thousands of dollars. 


‘Birth of a Baby’ Up 
Before N. Y. State 


Censors Once More 





Albany, N. Y., Feb. 17. 

‘The Birth of a _ Baby,’ cause 
celebre credited with effecting the 
change which made the Board of 
Regents, rather than the State 
Superintendent of Education, the ap- 
peal authority on rulings by the di- 
rector of the motion picture division, 
is again before the Regents for con- 
sideration. The American Maternal 
Welfare Committee, Inc., and Sam 
Citron lost in previous appeals to 
ithe Regents and to the courts. How- 
| ever, at the last meeting of the Re- 
| gents, the case was ‘re-examined.’ 
Irwin Esmond, director of the MPD, 
attended the session. 


It is understood that eliminations 
which might bring a green light for 
the widely-publicized picture were 
discussed. Appellants asked for per- 
mission to submit a version different 
in some details from the one previ- 
ously nixed. That had been strongly 
erdorsed by Dr. Thomas Parran, Jr., 
U. S. Surgeon General, obstetricians, 
some social-work leaders, etc. The 
Legion of Decency supported the 
Education Department and Regents. 
The appeal will be rediscussed at a 
Regents’ meeting Feb. 20. Whether 
the deletions will satisfy them is not 
known. 


| The sequence depicting the actual 
| delivery of a child is the one to 
which Esmond, former Superintend- 


|ent Frank P. Graves and the Board 











conceded that the fii possessed 
| clinical value. In fact, the Regents 
| went so far as to offer the issuance 
i 





of special permits for screenings be- 


fore certain groups, including 
| Parent-Teachers. This offe: was not 
accepted, while the Regents re- 
| mained adamant in their oprosition | 


| to the showing of ‘Birth’ in theatres. 

A tendency towaru a more ‘liberal’ 
attitude on the Regents’ part has 
been detected by Capitol Hill ob- 
servers in two decisions—one of 
them ‘close’—reversing Esmond dur- 
ing 1941. 


Hecht’s Far-Off Yarn 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

First job for Ben Hecht under his 
| three-way contract as producer-di- 
rector-writer at 20th-Fox is ‘A Yank 
in China,’ a lot of miles from Chi- 
| cago and New York, where he wrote 
his ‘1,001 Afternoons.’ 

Chinese play is a Tyrone Power 
starrer, under general production 
supervision of Perry] Zanuck. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Anne Baxter's player option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Horace McCoy inked a new deal 
at Warners. 

Edward B. Powell's arranger-com- 
poser contract renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Irving Brecher drew new writing 
ticket at Metro. 

Dorothy Dearing’s stock player 
pact renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Joan Merrill drew player ticket at 
RKO. 

Alberto Vila, South American star, 
signed by Metro. 

Fay McKenzie’s player option lift- 
ed by .Republic. 

Robert Thoeron inked scripter deal 
at Metro. 

Roland Drew's actor option picked 
up by Warners. 

Marjerie Lord handed a contract 
at Universal. 


Frances Rafferty, dancer, signed 
by Metro. 
Lynn Merrick’s’ player’ option 


lifted by Republic. 

Maureen O'Hara’s joint contract 
with RKO and 20h-Fox renewed for 
one year. 


U.S. PIX AWAIT 
JAP COIN HELD 
IN FRISCO 


U. S. major film companies are 
still awaiting around $500,000, due 
on December and February pay- 
ments, from the Yokohama Specie 
Bank, San Francisco. This is the 
remaining amount due on nearly 
$1,000,000 representing the American 
film company revenues collected in 
Japan over a period of more than 
18 months several years ago. 

Other coin has been paid, starting 
with distributions by the bank last 
fall. 

The payments, due on Dec. 6 and 
also Feb. 6, probably will be forth- 
coming as soon as cleared through 
the U. S. Treasury Department, 
which is passing on all such details 
since the war started with Japan. 


Literati Speedup At 














Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
New speed record for literature 
was established on the Universal lot 








| 01 Regents objected in the past. All | 


with the signing of 15 writers in 24 
| hours as part of the campaign to 
| build up the scripting staff to meet 
|next season’s production. New- 
| comers increased the staff to 42, the 
| highest in years. 

Incoming scriveners are Robert 
| Andrews, Allen Boretz, Oscar Brod- 
ney, True Boardman, Gerald 
Geraghty, Dorothy Bennett, Paul 
| Huston, George Plympton, Kurt 
| Siodmak, John Klorer, Olive Cooper, 
Otho Lovering, Jay Dratler, Edward 
James and Edwin Kelso. 


WB’s Oursler Play 


Warner Bros. is reported putting 
into ‘The Walking Gentleman,’ 








coin 


horror play by Mr. and Mrs. Fulton | 
Oursler, which Al Lewis will pro- 
;} duce. It is not certain yet how big 


}a chunk WB will take. 

Warners is currently backing the 
Eddie Cantor mugical, ‘Banjo Eyes.’ 
,; seeking acceptable legit 
for investment, but very few have 
;}come along this season and Holly- 
wood’s angeling coin has been left 
snug in the grouch-bag. 


Move Admish Leveling 


St. Louis, Feb. 17. 

Fanchon & Marco has leveled the 
admish scale in 30 houses in St. Louis 
and adjacent St. Louis County. In 
the seven-day second run houses the 
flat rate will be 40c, including tax, 
while in the subsequent run houses 
the rate will be 20c for adults, with 
the tax included. 

Most of the indie houses in the 
subsequent run bracket have leveled 
their prices and it is expected that 
the St. Louis area will have a 100% 
price level policy within the next 








few weeks. 





No Spare Parts? 





Reported that, in future, re- 
placement parts for motion pic- 
ture theatre equipment will not 
be available for purchase unless 
accompanied by verified state- 
ment to effect that parts re- 
quested cannot be repaired. 

A Government priorities or- 
der to this effect is understood 
pending. 


PITT RAISING ‘KANE’ 
AFTER 6-MO. STALL 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 

‘Citizen Kane’ has finally been 
booked into Pittsburgh after more 
than a six-month wait. It goes to 
Fulton, independently-owned Shea 
house, opening an indefinite run 
March 4. Picture’s been owned lo- 
cally by WB-Loew pool but they’ve 
consistently refused to play it and 
for a time it was generally under- 
stood group planned to pay and 
shelve. 

Exactly what took place wasn’t 
determined but Fulton’s announce- 
ment last week was like a shot from 
the blue. News grabbed theatre 
page spreads in Press and Post-Ga- 
zette, with Hearst’s Sun-Tele, of 
course, failing to take any notice 
whatsoever. For a long time, Art 
Cinema, tiny Liberty avenue house 
formerly devoted exclusively to for- 
eign pix, had tried to land ‘Kane.’ 
promising RKO eight-week run, but 
it was no soap. Believed Fulton 
got it, in preference to Cinema, as 
result of that house’s record-break- 
ing four-week engagement recently 
of ‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 

Set in Philly Too 
Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 

‘Citizen Kane,’ the hot potato of 
the film industry, is finally coming 
here—nearly one year after it 
opened 
large cities. The film, which has 
been scheduled and yanked here on 
at least two occasions in the past, 
will open at the Aldine in three or 
four weeks 
of the current and- next film) and 
will be shown under the auspices of 
the distrib, RKO, on a lease ar- 














U Raises Staff to 42 


| Virtually all other studios have been | 
properties | 





rangement of the house with War- 
ners. 

This arrangement 
winds up a headache for Warner 
officials, who have had plenty of 
squawks from their patrons and 
| film crix because of the long delay 
in unveiling ‘Kane’ here. The pan- 
jning became extra loud recently 
|} when 
(of ’41 by the N. Y. critics and was 
;mentioned as leading contender for 
jthe Academy Award. 


Foreign B.0. Returns 
Stal! 20th’s Annual 
Report Covering *41 





ing 1941 


nations. Even Great Britain 
year is a month or more 
usual schedule in turning in 
cial statements, company 





finan- 
reporting 


| that so many key men have been | 
| called into military or government | 
getting | 


| service the same speed in 
returns is not possible. Generally 
reports from Britain come in at the 
Same time domestic returns are 
available. 

Actual net profit will not be 
known until these foreign statements 
come in. Also the profit will vary 
according to whether or not 20th- 
Fox includes its second payment 
(due next April) of the impounded 
revenues unfrozen by new pact with 
Great Britain. Company naturally 
will add $1,500,000 received last fall, 
but the additional $1,500,000 to be 
remitted next April would be in- 
cluded only if the company decides 
the sum should be added te earnings 
for 1941. 


Because the pact unfreezing some | 


$16,000,000 for eight U. S. major dis- 
tributors was made last October, in- 
clusion in the past financial year 
might be possible. Both amounts are 


aside and apart from any part of | 


$20,000,000 the eight majors will get 





from Britain this vear. 


in New York and other | 


(depending on the run | 


apparently | 


‘Kane’ was voted the top film | 


Annual report of 20th-Fox cover- | 
will be delayed this year | 
because of slowness in getting finan- | 
cial reports from different foreign | 
this | 
behind | 


Delivery Services Face a Serious 
Priorities Problem on Trucks, Tires 


+ 


Because of the intense wear and 
tear on trucks used by film delivery 
services in getting film to and from 
theatres, a questionaire is being sent 
all film carriers throughout the 
United States preparatory to a meet- 
ing in Washington to discuss priori- 
ties with respect to this branch of 
industry activity. 

A committee of exchange man- 
agers and delivery service men will 


go to Washington when properly 
armed with the information being 
sought through the War Activities 
Committee. Mimeograph question- 
aire forms have been made up fol- 
lowing a meeting held last week in 
N. Y. with the WAC, attended by 
representatives of exchanges and 
film carrier organizations. 

The questionaire going to film de- 
livery companies, when filled out, 
will show the territory covered, size 
and number of trucks employed in 
carrying film, capacity of the trucks, 
average mileage yearly per car, 
number of tires and their sizes, 
battery information, etc. 

Meantime, delivery services are 
apprehensive concerning their busi- 
nes in view of the punishment their 
trucks receive in constantly des- 
patching film to theatres and picking 
it up for return to exchanges. 

In the Greater New York area, 
which includes 16 film delivery or- 
ganizations, some of them service ac- 
counts as far away as Albany, also 
an exchange center and, according 
to delivery executives, on the long 
pulls two trucks yearly are used up. 
For the others, wear varies accord- 
ing to the territory covered but, it is 
pointed out, trucks are put to the 
toughest test because it has been the 
policy of the services to also pick up 
accessories to be dropped off at the- 
atre accounts on their books, even 
| if no film is going along with it on 
the same trip. 

Service 

Because time is an important ele- 
ment, trucks are driven hard and 
frequently require repairs; tires at 
the same time taking a severe beat- 
ing. Whereas a lot of film is shipped 
by express with ‘missouts’ occuring 
as a result, in the cities where film 
| delivery companies are in existence 
exhibs for as far a distance as they 
|can get service, utilize these com- 
| panies, 
| As result few missouts happen. 
Film delivery trucks pick up pic- 
tures at night and if not too far 
away from exchanges have them 
back in the branches for inspection 
at 2 or 3 a.m. Services also are in 
constant touch with exhib accounts 
and sometimes lay out their own 
money for pictures in order to get 
required film to theatres on time. 
They also oceasionally arrange book- 
ings and stand expense of telephone 
| calls and the like in that connection 
| in cooperating with their accounts, 
| Since the film delivery outfits 
| represent a very important function 
| in the industry, it is probable that 

all these phases of that branch in 
pictures will be stressed when prior- 
| ities are discussed in Washington. 
| Meantime, service is continuing and 
the delivery companies are acquir- 
ing what used tires they can obtain, 
reconditioning them where neces- 
sary, and keeping trucks in repair 
as far as possible. 

Delivery service men state that if 
delays occur on tires and truck re- 
pairs or replaced cars, they will at- 
tempt to continue service in some 
manner or other. This could include 
use of taxis for nearby delivery such 

was resorted to when the ex- 
change workers struck in New York 
branches three years ago. At that 
; time also fiim was routed from one 
exhib to another after cursory and 
somewhat unsatisfactory inspection 
without its return to exchanges for 
that purpose between bookings. 





| 
} 





No Tires? 
Springfield, Mass., Feb. 17. 

The Film Exchange Transfer of 
this city will probably be able to 
deliver the goods. Though the state 
rationing authority this week UuDp- 
held the refusal of the Springfield 
board to let the company get new 
tires, there has been a relaxing of 
the regulations governing common 
carriers. 

Chairman Joseph Cushing was in- 
formed that if the company would 
submit a new plea, it would be ap- 
proved providing need is shown. 
| Transfer Co. services to western 
| Massachusetts. 
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Despite Beefs to Uncle Sam, German 
Pix (Oldies) Are Being Shown Here 





With UFA, their principal pre- 
Dec. 7 source of new Nazi films, in 
the hands of a force ef U. S. Treas- 
ury agents, four Ge. man-language 
theatres in New York have resumed 


operation with years-old product. 
Although the spectacle of theatres 
playing films made in a country 
with which the U. S. is at war has 
eaused numerous protests and has 
been called to the attention of the 
FBI, operators of the German- 
language houses have gotten no of- 
ficial red light. 

All 12 of the theatres throughout 
the country using German film be- 
fore open hostilities began shut 
down or changed policy with the 
declaration of war Dec. 11. Of those 
that remained open, one made a 
complete about-face to Russian prod- 
uct, while the others pieced together 
programs of Hollywood reissues and 
indie filler. Business fell to almost 
nothing and they have been grad- 
ually returning to old German pix 
they are able to get from the three 
or four one-man exchanges which 
eontinue to operate. 

They lost UFA as a source of sup- 
ply the day after Pearl Harbor, even 
before the U. S. had officially gone 
to war with the Nazis. George 
Nitze, UFA head, was taken into 
custody at once. He’s now at White 
Sulphur Springs, Va., interned with 
the Reich’s diplomatic and consular 
corps awaiting arrangements to be 
shipped back to Germany in ex- 
ehange for American officials caught 
by the war in Berlin. 

UFA Padlocked 

Day later, the Treasury depart- 
ment’s Division of Foreign Property 
Control stepped ih and took over the 
UFA offices in the RKO building in 
N. Y. Agents have been there ever 
since, going over books and records 
to ascertain what assets UFA 
and if there are any hidden. They 
are also determining to what extent 
UFA was carrying on propaganda 
activity. UFA’s film is all padlocked 
for the duration in a Government- 
bonded warehouse. 

The only one of the five German- 
language houses in New York that 
has shuttered the 96th Street. 
That was the most outright exhibi- 
tion place of plain-and-simp'’e prop- 
aganda pictures, such ‘Siez im 
Westen’ (‘Victory in the West’) and 


is 


as 


‘Feldzug im Polen’ (‘Campaign in 
Poland’). Under FBI surveillance 
for a long time, operators of the 


house apparently figured it best to 
shut down completely 
Vodka Films NG B.O. 

Most important of the houses 
which continue to operate with N 
language films is the Casino, in Man- 
hattan’s Germanic Yorkville sectcr 
It turned to Russian films a few 
days after the war started and tried 
them up until about three weel:s ago, 
when it finally gave up the idea that 
anyone interested in patriotic 
product could be attracted to York 
ville. Resumption of German pix 
has helped biz, although it’s still not 
too good. 

Joseph Scheinman, principal owner 
of the Casino, also operated the next 
largest exchange to UFA. He pi- 
ously told ‘Variety’ the week after 
the war started: ‘Our prints 
all been placed in dead storage for 


Sov! 


8) 


have 


the duration.’ Storage wasn’t 
dead, however, that Scheinman 
hasn’t dug out prints for his own 
house and perhap: some of the 
others remaining open. 

Casino’s chief competition, the 
Garden, a block away from it in 


Yorkville, followed Scheinman back 


into the German policy Joseph 


+ 





i view showed. 


Krulick, operator of the house, found | 


the reissues and indie stuff he was 
able to get insufficient attraction 
against the two Loew’s and 
RKO house which surround 
Picture which Krulick is currently 
Playing is one he showed 11 years 
ago. 

Other two houses using German 
films are in Brooklyn. They are the 
Wagner, operated by Albert Schie- 
ber, and the Mozart. rin bv Frank 
Hohenreiter. 

Another theatre trying the switch 
from German to Russian product is 
the former Little theatre in Buffalo 
It has been renamed the Fillmore 
Playhouse and inaugurates the new 
Policy this week under the banne: 


of the Buffalo Cinema League 
French and American documentorie 
also will be shown, it was al 
nounced, 


| tickets 


has | 





T’ain’t Funny 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Buildup for a young film comic 
at a major studio, with the aid 
of two elder clowns, skidded 
down into a lot of red on the 
original budget after studio 
execs had looked over miles of 
footage. Idea was to hire two 
experienced comics to increase 
the boxoffice status of the new- 
comer. 

Fough cuts showed that the 
oldtimers were grabbing every 
scene from the fair-haired boy. 
Now they are re-shooting gags, 
at heavy expense, to make the 
new comedian more comic. 


ODLUM STILL 
BUYING UP RKO 


Washington, Feb. 17. 
Floyd Odlum’s entrenching move- 
ment included some of the biggest 


1941 purchases of film stocks, accord- 
ing to the Securities & Exchange 
Commission report on December 
operations by insiders. More trans- 
actions in picture paper than have 
been recorded in a long. period 
showed up in the most recent state- 
ment, covering the year-end. 

Odlum’s Atlas Corp. acquired 
144,500 pieces of Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum common and his American 
Co. added another 16,700, the re- 
All of the Atlas buys 
were on Dec. 1 while American was 
in the market two days later. Added 
give Atlas a total stake of 
981,323 shgres, with American now 
having 284,930. 

Atlas also picked up 2,000 shares 
of RKO’s preferred, raising the total 
holdings of this security to 51,671 in 
addition to 127,812 unexercised war- 
rants for common. The S.E.C. fur- 
ther revealed L. Lawrence Green of 
New York unloaded 2,000 common, 
hanging on to 250 ducats. 

One of the Warner boys tightened 
his grip on their company a3 1940 
faded. Albert Warner, over a period 
of nine days, 
of $5 common, but his brother Jack 
dumped 9.400 in approximately the 








same period. Leaving Jack with 
133,460 common and 14,884 _ pre- 
ferred, while boosting Al’s poke to} 


14,884 


atic 


102,648 common in addition to 
preferred Samuel Carlisle 
keted 400 shares of common in 
keeping 600. 

Gin 200 
of Paramount common, giving 
1im 900; Duncan G. Harris acquired 
»y exchange 180, making his total 
1,180: and Austin C. Keough, in the 
ime fashion, added 378, making his 
pile 1,937. Harris turned in 200 pre- 
-d and Keough 418. Keough still 
5 preferred tickets 


cemodel 


Henry berg picked up 


nares 


ferre 
has 
Belated 
Brody of 
director, 


Monogram 


showed Alton A. 
Hollywood, a Monogram 
snared 4,077 shares. of 
7ictures common. 


report 


Other transactions were: 
Loew's picked up another 29 
hares of Loew’s Boston common 


the total 118,803; J. Robert 


making 


Rubin bought and then gave away 
94 hours later 400 shares of Loew’ 
ommon, not affecting his pile of 
14.415 shares; Samuel J. Briskin 
raised his Columbia holdings to 
2.700 shares of common by adding 
700 more; Benjamin B. Kahane 
bought 300 Columbia common, giv- 
ing him 800; Abraham Schneider un- 
loaded 100 Columbia tickets, reduc- 
|ing him to 2,004; Charles D. Prutz- 


|man cleaned the slate by selling his 
— | last 20 pieces of Universal Pictures 
him. | first 


preferred; Jerome B. Ross 
doubled his Trans-Lux stake by 
adding 1,000 shares of common; and 
Walter Siemers picked up 800 T.L. 


| tickets. making his total 2.000 


Stevenson Pilots ‘Eyre’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Director job on ‘Jane Eyre’ goes to 
Robert Stevenson, starting in April, 
with Joan Fontaine in the title role. 
David O. Selznick. who has had 
Stevenson under contract for some 


‘ime. loaned him out for three pic- 


‘Jane Ey: will be Steven- 
t pict e fi Selznick 


acquired 28,100 pieces | 


Both Par, Pathe Got 
Jap Blitz Newsreels 


Both Paramount and Pathe news- 
reels had cameramen with the U. S. 
naval forces which attacked the 
Japanese mandated island strong- 
holds several weeks ago, and ap- 
parently obtained dramatic screen 
material. The other three American 
newsreels will get duplicate ma- 
terial after it is cleared by Navy au- 
thorities under the roto or pooling 
arrangements set up by the govern- 
ment. 


Joe Rucker represented Para- 
mount and Mervyn Freeman Pathe. 
The other newsreels have camera- 
men assigned to duty: in Ireland, 
Panama, Canal Zone and elsewhere 
with U. S. military forces, this ar- 
rangement having been worked out 
te provide full coverage and, at the 
same time, reduce overhead since 
every reel gets the identical ma- 
terial after it is photographed. 

Under the interpretation of roto 
coverage in wartime, any military 
picture photographed belongs to the 
Army, Navy cr other branch of 
service involved. As such, it goes 
to all reels, the Government theory 
being that it can play no favorites. 
Also if it is good enough to use, 
widest coverage via all the news- 
reels is to be desired. 

Real yen of the newsreels now is 
to get all the news coverage and 
out fast, whether rotoed or not. 


PITT HOLDUP 
NETS THUGS 
$7,931 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 

In the most daring theatre holdup 
ever staged here, two bandits got 
| $7,537 at WB’s Stanley early yester- 
|day morning (Monday). At 9 a.m., 
| Charles Eagle, manager of the house, 
| reported for work as usual, walked 
| through the dark foyer to his office. 
| As he opened the door, a man stood 





Par and 20th Asking for More Time 


To Contest U.S. Action That Would 


Enforce Divorcement of Theatres 





That Ain’t Mush 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

William K. Howard established 
a record for Hollywood dogsled 
directing wren he mushed across 
the finish line with ‘Klondike 
Victory’ six minutes ahead of an 
eight-day shooting schedule at 
| Monogram. 
King Bros., producers, 
| holding stopwatches. 


METRO’S $25,000 
FOR SPY STORY 





were 








‘Fire in the Night,’ novel by Helen 
MacInnes, was purchased by Metro 
on Monday (16) for around $25,000. 
Story is of a British secret agent 
operating in France, It will be pub- 
lished in the Saturday Evening Post 
and then released in book form in 
| the fall. Title may be changed be- 
|fore then. Curtis Brown agency 
| handled the deal. 


‘Footsteps Behind Her,’ mystery 
novel by Mitchell Wilson, bought by 
20th-Fox. It’s a Liberty mag serial 
and will also be published by Simon 
& Schuster as a book. Price was 
around $5,060. 

Hollywood writers Jay Dratler and 
Gina Kaus earned themselves about 
$500 a page for a screen Original 
| they sold to Columbia at the end 
| of last week. They got around $10,- 

000 for the 20-page story about 
| guerilla warfare in Yugoslavia. It 
| was sold under the title ‘Knights 
| Without Armor,’ but that will be 
| switched because of infringement on 
| the 1937 United Artists film of that 
| name. 


| 
| 








|there pointing a gun in Eagle’s face. | 


|Eagle slammed the door shut and 
| ran down one of the aisles, yelling 
| for help. 

Half way down the aisle, Eagle 
}fouu.d himself staring into the muz- 
zle of a gun held by another bandtt, 


hind a pillar and ordered the man- 
ager back into his office. As they 
were entering the room, Eagle broke 
loose once more and screamed for 
help. But he was overpowered and 
| dragged back into the office. 

One of the bandits told him to be 
sensible ‘and we won't shoot.’ Eagle 
ypened the safe and the robbers took 


out six money bags containing the 
Stanley’s Saturday and Sunday re- 
ceipts. Then, using adhesive tape, 


they bound Eagle’s hands behind his 
back, strapped his legs together and 
put a piece of tape over his mouth. 
The robbers slashed open the canvas 
money with a knife, overlook- 
ing one sack containing $944. They 
took only bills, leaving several bags 
of change. 

Police believed that the 
hid themselves in the theatre 
ithe last show Sunday night and 
waited through the night for Eagle's 
customary 9 o'clock arrival 
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managed to work 1 : 
his mouth and his cries of ‘I's 
robbed’ were heard by Joseph Kurtz, 
an electrician, who summoned help 
tagle suffered several cuts and 
bruises in his scuffle with the bandit 
and was treated ina 
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Bandits Grab $268 
Columbia City, Ind.. Feb. 17. | 
| Two bandits held up Arthur Han- 
cock, manager of the Columbia, in 
‘the the office Feb.*2 
with $268. but overlooking 
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| When they 

| Hancock told 


i] 
ck saidghe men entered | 
forced him to open the 
hand them the money. '| 
asked if that was all, ! 
them it was 


| Then they forced him into the the- 
atre basement and bound He 
rked himself loose and called po- 

} 1 ce 


who suddenly stepped out from be- | 


after | 


‘RKO MAY SCRAP ‘INFO’ 


RKO is planning to shelve two 


series of shorts for next season, with 


|‘Information Please’ and ‘Picture 
| People’ mentioned most frequently 
|in discussions to date. Latter has 


been on the skids for some time and 
| renewal long in doubt. 

held 
ex- 
in 


‘Information’ has 
up well on quality 
perienced difficulty 
recent months. 


reputedly 
but RKO ha 


in selling it 


‘Allied Relief Film On 
Britain Nears Washup 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

| ‘Forever and a Day,’ a film caval- 
cade of the British Empire, made by 
| Charitable Productions to be distrib- 
uted by RKO for Allied relief, goes 


into its sixth and last sequence | 
March 16 

Picture started out as ‘This Chang- 
ing World’ and is later known as 
Let the Rafte Ring RKO pro- 
1u 2 and aistribputing at cos 


i, 


Pix Stocks Strong 
Despite Everything 


Despite the de tock mar- 
ket Monday (16), picture company 
shares and bonds attracted more at- 
tention than in numerous weeks. 


In spite of small volume of the en- 


| tire market, film stocks were in ac- 
| tive demand most of the day. The 
stress placed on entertainment for 


morale and general public consump- 


tion under war conditions was held 
responsible for this renewed inter- 
est by traders. 

Loew’ long the bellwether of 
amusement shares, headed the ad- 
ances with a net gain of 62'4c on 
the day to $39.75, or close to the 
year high Paramount also ad- 


vanced fractionally during trading to 
climb near the 1942 peak, while 
Warner Bros. was up a eminor 
amount Par first preferred also 
howed a gain. 20th-Fox preferred 
advanced Bonds 
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__ AND ‘PICTURE’ SHORTS 


_— 


In order to obtain more time to 
prepare their defense and assembie 
data, Paramount and 20th-Fox are 
reported planning to ask for a post- 
ponement on the order to show 
Cause why they should not be forced 
to give up certain theatre acquisi- 
tions which is returnable today 
(Wed.) in Federal court, New York, 
before Judge Henry W. Goddard. 


One account is that the two com- 
panies which are under the consent 
decree may ask for deferment of 
the Government action on divorce- 
ment alleging violation of the de- 
cree until the suit to bring the so- 
called Little Three under the c.d. 
is disposed of one way or another. 
These distribs are Columbia, United 
Artists and Universal. 

Defense of both Par and 20th- 
Fox, in upholding validity of the 
theatre acquisitions against which 
the Government complains, is ex- 
pected but not officially known to be, 
pending hearing, that somé houses 
were built or taken over to protect 
investments while others were ac- 
quired by partly-owned subsidiaries 
over which the distributor com- 
panies do not have complete con- 
trol. The Par circuit is largely made 
up of party-owned subsidiaries, with 
its interest in the many companies 
involved varying considerably. 

Lightman and Biank 


Two of the Par partners in whose 
territories are acquisitions which the 
Government attacks as violations of 





| 
| 





| the consent decree, have been in 
New York since the action was 
brought ostensibly to discuss the 


| 

| situation. M. A. Lightman, head of 
| the large Malco circuit in the south, 
was up last week, while A. H. 
Blank, large Par partner in the mid- 
west, checked in at the Par h.o. two 
weeks ago. 

In the Federal suit brought, 20th- 
Fox is asked to divest itself of 20 
out of the 40 theatres it has acquired 
since the signing of the decree while 
Par is attacked on 16 out of the 197 





| acquisitions it has reported. This, 
however, includes the 110 houses of 
the All-Florida (Sparks) circuit in 
which Par increased its interest 
from 50 to 90% last spring. Gov- 
'ernment has no complaint with re- 


spect to the All-Florida deal 


JOE FISHER HARD HIT 
BY FALL OF SINGAPORE 


San Francisco, J 17 
Fall of Singapore means loss of 


his home, 31 theatres, several restau- 
rants and a profitable import-export 
| biz, Joe Fisher, president of Fisher’: 
| Ltd., of Singapore, told ‘Variety’ this 





week. Known as ‘Singapore Joe’ and 
| currently lecturing on the Coast with 
|his 16-mm flick, ‘Pacific Aflame,’ 
| Fisher is philosophical over the blow 
which wipes out the results of 24 
| years of hard work. ‘What are a few 
|} material possessio1 in times like 
| these?’ he comment ‘Unle we 
win this war and win it right, they 
| will be of no use anyway.’ 
His busine topped (9) when the 
overnment t the : 
pita 
he 
word he had from his brott Ju- 
lius, who running the biz : 
vas a cable (9) telling of tl g 


takeover 


A Barrymore and an Ice 
| Skater Latest to Join Up 
} 


Camp Upton, N. Y., Feb. 17 
Inductees into the Army here last 


week included Samuel Colt son of 
Ethel Barrymore and an actor in his 
own right, and Leon Kosofsky, for 
10 weeks a member of the ‘Four 
Bruises,’ iceskating comedy team 
Colt. 32, volunteered and will 
serve with the Aji Raid Warning 
section of the Signal Corps. He has 
appeared in numerous Broadway bit 


| parts and in Paramount and RKO 
| pix. Kosofsky recently substituted 
| for Geoff. Stevens in the ‘Bruises’ 
| quartet in ‘It Happens on Ice’ at the 
Center theatre, N. Y. He is former 
instructor in winter sports at West 
Point runs the 
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

United Artists release of Alexander Korda- 
Ernst Lubitsch production; directed by Lu- 
bitsch; screenplay by Edwin Justus Mayer 
from story by Lubitsch and Melchior Leng.- 
yel. Stars Carole Lombard, Jack Benny; 
features Robert Stack, Felix Bressart 
Lionel Atwill, Stanley Ridges. Sig Ruman 
Camera, Rudolph Mate; editor, Dorothy 
Spencer; art. Vincent Korda; music, Werner 
Heyman; special effects, Lawrence Butler; 
asst. directors, William Tumme! and William 
MeGarry. Previewed at Westwood Village, 


Feb, 17, ‘42. Running time, 99 MINS. 

Maria Ture. .cs-cccccvseccs Carole Lombard 
Joseph Tura...... Sie bae ... Jack Benny 
Lieut. Stanislav Sobinski..... Robert Stack 
Greenmber®....-ccccscccccvecs Felix Bressart 
PI. adds dececsscedoeéseess Lionel Atwill 
Professor Siletsky........-..Stanley Ridges 
Col, Ehrhardt.......-. eos ..Sig Ruman 
WPORGKL...ccsccccee cosecsesescee Tom Dugan 
Producer Dobosh..... eeeee--Charles Halton 
Actor-Adjutant..... peneenescaes George Lynn 
Capt. SchultZ.....ceeee Seuéons Henry Victor 
BORD ccvcvvcsrcvdosdetesseccé Maude Eburne 
Makeup Man........esecseed Armand Wright 
Stage Manager.......eeeeeee> Erno Verebes 
General Armstrong.....+. Halliwell Hobbes 
Major Cunningham........++- Miles Mander 
POREM.. cccnseccedrdocesecse Lelie Dennison 
Polish Official. .....6.eeeeee> Frank Reicher 
William Kunze,,..... eheocsces Peter Caldwell 


Man in Bookstore 
Polonius in Warsaw 
Reporter 


_.Cherles Irwin 





Second Reporter.........- Leland Hodgson 
Scottish Farmer....-cccsesesesed Alec Craig 
Second Farmer......-++-- James Finlayson 
Prompter.....-cescsesccses Edgar Licho 
Gestapo Sergeant..... .-Robert O Davis | 
Sire ee Roland Varno | 
Co-Pilots . (Helmut Dantine | 

70O.to Reichow | 

{Maurice Murphy 
Polish R.A.F. Flyers Gene Rizzi 

Paul Barrett 


{John Kellogg 


‘To Be or Not To Be,’ co-starring 
Carole Lombard and Jack Benny, 
under expert guidance of Ernst 
Lubitsch, is absorbing drama with 
farcical trimmings that will rate a 
high boxoffice quotient. 

Due for attention in best key dat- 
ing, it will get heavy play from adult 
trade, and hit holdovers generally. 

Picture is the last made by Miss 
Lombard before her untimely death, 
and although there is a conscious 
feeling of her passing in the first 
scene in which she appears, this is 
only momentary and quickly van- 
ishes for the balance of the story. 
It’s an acting triumph for Miss 
Lombard, who delivers an effortless 
and highly effective performance 
that provides memorable finale to 
her brilliant screen career. 

‘To Be’ is typically Lubitsch in 
dramatic setup and satirical by -play, 
and one of his best productions in 
number of years. He’s responsible 
for the producer-director and origi- 
nal writer chores, dovetailing all into 
a solid piece of entertainment. Story 
recounts the adventures of a legit 
stock company in Warsaw, before 
and during the Nazi invasion, from 
August, 1939, to December, 1941. 
Miss Lombard is the femme lead, 
with Husband Jack Benny a hammy 
matinee idol with penchant for play- 
ing ‘Hamlet.’ All the stock group, 
except Lombard, is typical ham, 
strutting at drop of a hat. After the 
Nazi invasion, the company proceeds 





to upset the German officers and 
Gestapo by jmpersonntions§ and 
maneuvers that even bring Tom 


Dugan in as a pseudo—Hitler to foil 
the occupying Nazis. It all results in 
the group’s escape via the Fuehrer’s 
plane to England. Interwoven is an 
amusing flirtation 6@f the actress 
Lombard for Polish aviator Robert 
Stack, who escapes England to 
fight his country, and then re- 
turns to Warsaw to waylay a Gestapo 
agent bent on exposing the aviator’s | 


to 





for 


relatives and underground at home. | 
Always the actor, Benny imper- 
sonates the Nazi agent in meetings 


with the Warsaw Gestapo chiefs and 
army officers, always to the latters’ 


continual discomfiture. Benny, in 
portraying a straight role, displays 


top abilities as a farceur, and catches 
major attention along with Miss 
Lombard. It’s a new Benny in cine- 
matic form, and a key for future pic- 
ture assignments. Support is ex- 
cellent throughout, with Stack, Felix 
Bressart, Lionel Atwill, Stanley 
Ridges, Sig Ruman, Tom Dugan, 
Charles Halton and Henry Victor 
spotlighted. 

Lubitsch’s . guidance provides a 
tense dramatic pace with events de- 
veloped deftly and logically through- 
out. The farcical episodes display 
Lubitsch in best form, and click for 
utmost audience reaction. Screen- 
play by Edwin Justus Mayer is ex- 
pert craftsmanship, while Rudolph 
Mate’s photography is high standard, 
picture gets advantage of top mount- 
ing to round out as an excellent box- 
Office attraction. Walt. 








THE BIG BLOCKADE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(Decumentary) 


London, Jan. 19. 


United Artists release of Michael Rafeon 


production. Stars Leslie Banks, Michael 
Redgrave, Will Hay. Directed hy Charles 
Frend. Screenplay. Angus MePhail; cam- 
era, Roy Kellino, Douglas Slocombe. 
Civil Servants........... Leslie Banks 
’Morland Graham 
Royal Navy..... UbO0G6dn0 0d 005054 Will Hay 
Merchant Navy......,..... {Bernard Miles 


it John Stuart 
i John Milts 
? Michael Rennie 
PNR Sarcie<sere .. § Quentin Reynolds 
? Cyril Chamberlain 
Russian..................-Michael Redgrave 
§ Robert Morley, Frank Cellier 
ans... , 

Germ ? Marius Goring, Austin Trevor 

Quislings j 


Royal Air Force.....e.. 


Bernard Rebel 
1 George Woodbridge 


America took kindly to ‘Target for 
Tonight,’ but this one is a far more 


SA a TE, Sele 


| lishment 


comprehensive outline of one—a very 
important one—of Britain’s war ef- 
forts. 

‘Target’ was an episode; ‘Blockade’ 
is something that had been going on 


for some time before war was de- 
clared and will continue long into 
the future. Thus, it should have 


definite appeal for Americans and all 
countries not associated with the 
Nazi regime. 

Production was adequately staged 
without undue ostentation, with many 
film stars and featured players con- 
tributing their services. Full assist- 
ance was given by the Ministry of 
Economic Welfare, including the per- 
sonal appearance before the camera 
of the present minister of this gov- 
ernment’s ‘blockade’ organization, 
Hugh Dalton; its former minister, 
Sir Ronald Cross; the Hon. David 
Bowes-Lyon (‘brother of the Queen); 
then comes Frank Owen (editor of 
the Evening Standard) as a forceful 
commentator, reinforced by Quentin 
Reynolds. who, via the medium of 
dialog, unofficially presents the atti- 
tude of the U. S. in its blockade as- 
sistance in the Atlantic against Ger- 
many. In addition to the large cast 
programmed there are many other 
distinguished faces recognizable. 

There is an absorbingly interesting 
plot, based on the almost forgetten 


fact by the man in the street that 
Britain applied blockade methods 
|}some time before she was at war 


with Gérmany by puttfifg into opera- 
tion the system of navicerts whereby 
she restricted the importation of all 
sorts of essentials 


: to the Nazi war 
preparations, interfering with con- 


traband, etc. Story starts with the 
observation that the British navy 
could not, at that time, destroy what 
Germany already possessed in sup- 
plies, but had in operation a navy at 
work preventing further imports. 
Information is imperted, by means 
of situations in the film. such as the 
fact that four oui of five German 
sailors are rejected for U-boat serv- 
ice for lack of courege. All of which 
is vividly presented in a manner to 
make for instructive propaganda. 
Inclusicn of comedy, not to mention 
intensive drame. also enhances the 
film’s potentialities. Jolo. 


FRISCO LIL ; 


’ 
Universal release of Paul 


Maivern produc- 
tion. 


Features Irene Hervey, Kent Taylor, | 
Minor Watson, Jerome Cowan, Samuel 8, 
Hinds. Directed by Erle C. Kenton. Story, 
Arthur V. Jones and Doress Cochran: adap- 
tation, George Bricker nd chael Jacoby: 
editor, Otto Ludwie: camers. Charle Van 
Enger. At Rialto. N. Y¥ dvol week Feb. 
11. 42. .Running time 60 MINS, 

Lillian Grayson Irene Hervey 
Peter Brewster....... Kent Taylor 
Jeff Gray Minor Watson 
Vince. CUCU eee beac ceed’ Jerome Cowan 
James Brewster.... Samuel S. Hinds 
i etand-< 4c ciakibis.« « .Milburn Stone 
Ee eer ...-Mattv Fain 


ey Claire Whitney 

Minor programmer that is only for 
the smallest of double bill houses. 
The cast offers little aid for the mar- 
quee. 

Irene Hervey and Kent Taylor head 
a large but unimportant company of 
players who move awkardly through 
a series of trite situations, with the 
dialog of virtually no help to them 
as they travel through the 60 min- 
utes of action. 

A gambling casino backgrounds, 
with Miss Harvey joining the estab- 
a dealer in an effort to 
clear her father of a murder charge. 
The romantic. side involves Taylor, 


as 


who plays en attorney, while the 
girl’s father is done by Minor Wat- 
son, Char. 


THIS WAS PARIS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, Jan. 19. 


Miniature Reviews 





‘To Be or Not to Be’ (UA). 
Carole Lombard-Jack Benny in 


farcical drama for high b.o. 

dividends. 

‘The Big Blockade’ (UA). 
British-made documentary on 

blockade of Germany; OK for 

U. S. 

‘Frisco Lil’ (U). Poor pro- 


grammer running 60 minutes, 

‘This Was Paris’ (WB). Ben 
Lyon-Ann Dvorak starrer, Brit- 
ish-made, should do OK in Eng- 
land and the U. S. 

‘Our Russian Front’ (Artkino). 
Very interesting compilation of 
shots, including the war, taken 
by Soviet cameramen. 

‘Black Sheep of Whitehall’ 
(UA). British-made Will Hay 
comedy; mostly kid amusement. 

‘Hennes Melodi’ (Swedish- 
made). Musical comedy-romance 
the best Swedish-made picture 
in months. 

‘Code of the Outlaw’ (Rep). Re- 
vamped Three Mesquiteers shows 
*inexpected strength. 

‘Sady in’ Distress’ (Times). 
Listless British-made meller, for 
the duals. 

‘I Killed That Man’ (Mono). 
Mystery-meller starring Ricardo 
Cortez okay dual supporter. 








regulation, hard-drinking star news- 
paperman on whom the publication 
for which he works depends almost 
entirely; Griffith Jones, as a British 
Intelligence officer, falls in love with 
the American girl and emerges from 
the fray with no bones broken plus 
a prospective bride. 

Action takes place during the 
period when France was sold out to 
the Germans, with realistic Parisian 
and French country scenes serving 
as background. Lyon was a good 
selection as the journalist; Miss 
Dvorak looks pretty and is smartly 
caparisoned, while Jones is a manly 
hero. Among the other sterling ar- 
tists the standouts are Robert Morley. 
Harold Huth. Miles Malleson and 
Mary Maguire. Jolo. 


OUR RUSSIAN FRONT 





Artkino release of Lewis Milestone-Joris 
Ivens production made under auspices of 
Russian War Relief, Inc. Commentary by 
Elliott Paul, delivered by Walter Huston; 
editor, Marce! Craven: photogranvhy by Ivan 
Belyakov. Roman Karmen, Dmitri Ry- 
maren, Arkadi Shafran, Mark Troyanovsky., 
Viadimir Yeshurin At Rialto. N. Y.. dwt, 
week Feb. 11 ‘42. Running time, 40 MINS, 

With the Russians turning back 
Hitler on the eastern front and the 


Allies saluting them for the valiant 
battle being fought. this is a par- 
ticularly timely and interesting com- 
dilation of shots taken on Soviet soil. 
On marquee the title should mean 
| business for the boxoffice, and being 
that the film runs only 40 minutes 
it’s ideal for double bills. 

A half dozen USSR cameramen 
are credited with the material as- 
|sembled wnder the auspices of the 
| Russian War Relief. Inc., by Lewis 
| Milestone and Joris Ivens. Scenes of 
| Soviet Jife and fighting, including 
| women in action, have been vieced 
expertly hold the 
terest all the way. Some of the war 
shots are excellent. 

The commentary, written by El- 
liott Paul, is delivered effectively by 
Walter Huston. 

At the beginning of the film W. 
Averill Harriman. who made a re- 
port on the Rvussien situation some 
time ago for President Roosevelt, is 
seen. t’s culled from American 
newsreel files. Char. 
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(BRITISH-MADE) 


Warner Bros production and release 
Stars Ann Dvorak, Ben Lyon, Griffith 
| Jones Directed by John Warlow. Screen- 
} Play and dialog, Bree): Williams, Edward 
| Druyhurst, from story by Cordon Wellesley, 
| Basil Woon: camera, Basil Emmott At 
Warner theatre London Running time, } 
89 MINS. 
|} Anne Morgan.. Ann Dvorak 
0 Bea eee ee ..Ben Lyon 
C ROURe FAMSBRLOM: 6 o:00 560 v0 0-00 Griffith Jones 
| Van Der Stuy! soi awe Robert Morley 
+ De ha Vawue....cccece arolad Huth 
| Blossom Leroy......... Mary Maguire 
NRT ib ida = 406 e6¥ kas Harry Welchman 
Entwhistle eeeceee- Frederick Burtwell 
Watson , bhaned ae iles Malleson 
Propaganda Office: ‘ Bernard Miles 


This is the third major production 


dios. Judged from British standards, 
its okay. It stars Ben Lyon, Ann 
Dvorak and Griffith Jones. with an 
excellent cast whose supporting roles 
are equal to the performances of the 
luminaries. The film 


strongly here and, considering 


Atlantic. 

; The picture lacks inspiration, but 
is a first-rate production job, crisply 
directed for speed in most instances, 
clearly photographed without resort 
to trickery, with the technical de- 
tails intelligently handled. Also in- 
cluded is some neat dialog. The 
machinations of the boche are also 
admirably depicted. 

Despite unusual scenes, the story 
is lustreless. The three stars have 
commonplace roles. Ann Dvorak 
plays an American girl who drives 
a French ambulance in the early 
days of the war and is the innocent 
tool of the Nazis; Ben Lyon is the 
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of Warners from its Teddington stu- | 


should score 
the 


relatively little marquee power of 
the stars in the U. S., it should still 
acquit itself creditably across the 


London, Jan. 15. 
| United Artists release of Ealing Studios- 
| Michael Baleon production Star Will 
| Hay john Mills Rasil Sydney D ted 
| by Will Hays Basil Dearden Sto and 
} screenplay Angus McPhail John Dighton; 
leamera, Gunther Krampf. Eris Cros A 

| Regal, Londor Running time, 89 MINS, 
| Professor Davis cee Will Hay 
| Robby Te cGewan John Mills 
| Costella TTTTTTT TT Basil Sydney 
| Professor DAvyS...cccccsecs Henry Hewitt 
RENN. c¥8s4eens 604666.00's Felix Aylmer 
FN vis 6s cess pacheaesel Frank Cellier 
| Sir tC eet ee Joss Ambler 
PDUs 6-6024.0000e00un wa taees i Frank Allenby 
SER s 55.4.5 4:0 do-cb 0 8550-40 ond Owen Reynolds 


Not much in this except its topical 
theme and good old slapstick com- 
edy. Considered one of the best of 
Will Hay’s starring vehicles, it is far- 
fetched nonsense that should amuse 
kids and provide sparse moments of 
mirth to adult Will Hay fans. 

A phoney correspondence-course 
tutor, known as Professor Davis, calls 
at the Ministry of International Com- 
merce to collect a fee from his only 
client, Bobby, employed _ there. 
Through a miswmderstanding he is 
mistaken for a professor of econom- 
ics bearing the same name, due in 
from South America to advise the 
government on affairs in Latin 
America. He is rushed into an in- 
terview on the air and his asinine re- 
sponses reduce the quiz man to a 
limp collapse when the broadcast is 


(Continued on page 19) 
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COLUMBIA 

‘Spare Time in the Army’ (Pano- 
ramic; 12% mins.)—Depicting the 
lighter side of a private’s life at an 
army training camp, this is filled 
with chuckles. Franklin Coen, Bob 
Churchill and Bernard Rubin, in 
service at Ft. Monmouth, N. J., con- 
cocted and produced, giving it trim 
authenticity. Shows typical day of a 
soldier, tracing his personal ventures 
and mental reactions at reveille, 
dressing, relaxation and efforts to 
amuse himself. He’s told that citizens 
will welcome him, but is given a 
cold shoulder at a nearby home. He 
can’t find comfort even reading in 
the shade of a tree. His pals in 
barracks spoil his effort to write his 
girl friend, and other radio sets 
drown out his favorite program. Also 
his disappointment at failing to get 
any mail. 

Windup, all the more pointed after 
the laughs ahead, is a plea for folks 
back home to write oftener to boys 
in service. Also an eloquent plea, 
doubly effective because done 
humorously, for entertainment of 
service men. Bob Churchill portrays 
Private Potts, leading figure of story. 
Deft scrivting and production and 
all-around novelty make it a worthy 
addition for most bills. 

‘Kitchen Quiz No. 3’ (Quiz Reel; 9 
mins.)—Pop radio combo of Ed East 
and Polly clean up in this novelty 
briefie which incorporates hints on 
time-saving in the kitchen and new 
methods for preparing food. All of 
‘em are shown as feasible as worked 
out right in front of the audience, as 
witness the stunt of splicing bacon 
so it won't curl when fried. Crisply 
put over by East and his spouse and 
well staged by B. K. Blake. Femme 





Current Short Releases 


(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘The Playgirls’ (WB) 10 mins. 
Filmusical featuring Catherine 
Lewis, Georgia Carroll and the 
Ryan Sisters. 

‘Under the Spreading Chestnut 
Tree’ (Col) 8 mins. Cartoon. 

‘The Gay Nineties’ (U) 15 
mins. Filmusical with Johnny 
Downs, Clyde Cook and Rhythm 
Rascals. 

‘Flag of Mercy’ (M-G) 10 mins. 
Third of series of story of Clara 


Barton, founder of the Red 
Cross. 

‘Jasper and the Watermeions’ 
(Par) 742 mins. Puppetoon in 
color. 

‘The Hollywood Matador’ (U) 
7142 mins. Cartoon. 

‘Pluto, Jr.’ (RKO) (7 mins, 
Cartoon. 

‘Who’s Who in the Zoo’ (WB) 
745 mins. Cartoon. 

‘We Do It Because’ (M-G) 10 
mins. Tradition of customs nar- 
rated by John Nesbitt. 

‘Rodeo Roundup’ (WB) 8% 
mins. Cowboys and_ bronc 
bustin’, 

‘Aloha Hooey’ (WB) 815 
mins. Merrie Melodie. 


‘Quiz Kids’ (Par) 9 mins. No. 
3. (Reviewed this issue.) 
‘Swing Frolics’ (U) 15 mins. 
Ted Weems’ band. 
‘Funny Bunny Business’ (20th) 
7 mins. Terrytoon. 
‘American Anniversary’ (Par) 
mins. Commercial. 
‘Picture People No. 6’ (RKO) 
8 mirs. Hollyweod inside. 
‘Sappy Birthday’ (Col) 
mins. Andy Clyde comedy. 
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audience members can’t fail to like 
this one. 

‘College 
Sports; 9 


Champions’ (World of 
mins.)—Compact package 


| showing champs in different fields of 


intercollegiate sports, with Bill Stern 
making the picture click with his 
clipped narration. Newsreel clips 
show U. of Penn. vs. Pitt in the Penn 
Relays; Washington Huskies training 
for another championship _ boat 
racing year; swimming and water 
polo at Michigan State; Army play- 
ing Annapolis Middies at LaCrosse: 
tt. champ Long Island U. basketball 
team in action at Madison Square 
Garden; Dartmouth’s crack skiing 
athletes; ice hockey with Loyola 
playing Southern California, and 
Notre Dame’s wonder football team 
battling Georgia Tech. Not a dull 
moment Wear. 


PARAMOUNT 

‘Lure of the Surf’ (Grantland Rice 
Sportlight; 10 mins.)—Right up to 
high standard of this series, produced 
by Jack Eaton. Ted Husing narrates 
the natural beauties of some of the 
choice sea-coast vistas on both At- 
lantie and Pacific. There are en- 
trancing views of Santa Monica, Sea 
Island, Daytona, Cannon Beach, Ore. 
High spot is a series of gorgeous 
camera sea-scapes of Montauk Point. 
The weather-beaten lighthouse winks 
a defiant eye at European enemies. 
Rates a place on any theatre’s pro- 
gram, anywhere. 

‘Blunder Below’ (Popeye Cartoon; 





7 mins.)—Single handed, the tough 


This Week’s New Shorts 
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guy with, the big biceps captures a 
Jap submarine. Good filler-in. Also 
some smiles and, perhaps, a good 
laugh when the U-boat periscope 
stretches its neck into enemy gun 
turrets and other forbidden places. 

‘Hedda Heopper’s Hollywood’ (10 
mins.)—About as silly as the whole 
category of screen shots of the pic- 
ture colony. This is No. 3 of the 
series and is a respite from the usual 
fawning, inasmuch as Miss Hopper 
gives vocal support to scenes in and 
around Carl Spitz’s dog-training in- 
stitute. Canines do their tricks intel- 
ligently. Novelty shot is of a New- 
foundland that carries a small radio 
receiving set and performs by remote 
control. The kids will like this one. 

‘Unusual Occupations’ (Magnacolor; 
11 mins.)—Of particular interest be- 
cause of intimate and amusing sec- 
tion devoted to Charles Correll and 
Freeman Gosden, the Amos 'n’ Andy 
of radio. Gives the audience an in- 
side of how they work up their 
scripts, make special playback re- 
cordings and monitor their voices for 
their various characterizations. Fin- 
ish off with a four-character sketch 
in which each plays a dual role. It’s 
good entertainment. Several other 
personalities on the reel, including 
Will Williams, who raises Shetland 
ponies down in Texas, and Twinkle 
Watts, six-year-old, who cuts fancy 
figures on ice. Smart reel and suit- 
able for big first-runs. 

‘The Quiz Kids’ (No. 3: 11 mins.) 
—This is first-rate radio entertain- 
ment but has missed as film fare, 
probably because the production and 
direction are so bad. All the infor- 
mality of the air show has been 
sacrificed for a setti's that is austere 
and cold. Children are very self- 
conscious, and although they know 
all the answers (as will every child 
in the audience), they do their stuff 
without the spontaneity of their radio 
show. Joe Kelly, the quizmaster, 
wears a collegiate cap and gown, dis- 
tinctly out of character. This should 


| be a smart reel. It isn’t. Flin. 
GANG BUSTER ~ 

Universal serial in 13 episodes, based on 
Phillips H. Lord's radio program. Directed 
by Ray Taylor, Noel Smith. Camera, Wil- 
liam Sickner, John Boyle, 

Cast: Kent Taylor, Irene Hervey, Robert 
Armstrong, Ralph Morgan, Richard Davies, 
Grace Cunard. First three chapters ree 
viewed in projection room, N. Y., Feb. 17, 
"41 


This is familiar cops and robbers 
formula, but distinguished from rou- 
tine by a cast of well known fea- 
tured players and some exciting di- 
rection by Ray Taylor and Noel 
Smith. 

The Phillips Lord 
have laid a sound barrage for 
customers of theatres which go in 
for serials, or chapter-play films. as 
Universal has renamed them. Earlier 
reels unfold a broad background of 
police heroes, gangster hoodlums 
and newspaper reporters for leading 
characters, all defined. 

At least two threads of story are 
well established, concerning’ the 
determination of Kent Cooper, de- 
tective, to locate the murderer of his 
brother, and crime detection by 
Irene Hervey, femme news photog- 
rapher. 

Robert Armstrong, Ralph Morgan, 
Richard Davies and Grace Cunard 
complete list of principals. 

Pistol marksmanship on both sides 
is pretty bad in early reels. On the 
theory, perhaps, that it’s too early-in 
the yarn to knock off the leads. 

Flin. 





broadcasts 


NEWSREEL DISTRIBUTORS 

‘Kaltenborn Edits the News’ (Free 
French status, Argentina and Axis, 
Dictatorial Powers and Roosevelt; 5 
mins.)—Per his usual routine, H. V. 
Kaltenborn analyzes and answers 
three questions asked by Embassy 
theatre audiences in previous week. 
The ticklish interrogation regarding 
the justice of the Free French take- 
over of the island colonies off Canada 
is summarized without attempting to 
state outright whether Vichy France 
or the Frec French are in the right. 
Kaltenborn gives perhaps the best 
explanation thus far for Argentina 
sticking with the Axis, citing the 
present regime’s desire in that coun- 
try to dominate South America and 
that a free election might change the 
government in power. He also goes 
into a question posed by a patron as 
to what dictatorial powers should be 
given Roosevelt. Kaltenborn claims 
that the power to halt criticism 
would never be tolerated by the 
American people—that they don’t 
need or want a dictator. 

Whole topic is done in the usual 


affable Kaltenborn style. Subjects 
discussed are wel] chosen and 
reasonably well explained, with 


news Clips fitted to the explanations. 
Wear. 





FEMME MGR. CARRIES ON 
Arcade, N. Y., Feb. 17. 

Virginia Blakesley, former ticket 
seller of Arcade theatre, became 
manager when John C., Hartley, 
former boss, joined the Coast Artil- 
lery. Miss Blakesley is first woman 
manager in this area and first woman 
taking over a soldier’s job. 

Theatre is operated by the Mart- 
tina Circuit. 
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Slush Sinks Chi Films’ Getaway: 
‘Hellz Powerful $21,000, ‘Blues’ 


Bright $14,000, 


+ 





Chicago, Feb. 17. 


Snow and rain crimped the open- 
ing days of this week, and again it’s 
going to take plenty of latter day 
boxoffice energy to overcome the 
get-away handicap. 

Palace managed to avoid the bad 
get-away weather break by getting 
‘Hellzapoppin’ off cn Wed. (10). 
Comedy is getting big money. 

Double features continue to ex- 
pand in the loop. There used to be 
one first-run dual house in the loop; 
now there are five, with B. & K, 
doubling in the Roosevelt, Garrick 
and Apollo, the RKO Palace firmly 
established as a twin-biller, and now 
the Essaness Woods, which tomor- 
row (Wed.) starts dualling first-runs, 
with ‘Playmates’ and ‘Jacks and Jill’ 
(RKO). 

Bands are getting the other im- 
portant coin currently. Del Court- 
ney band and Buddy Clark are okay 
at the Oriental, while Lawrence 
Welks orch is proving a hypo for 
the big Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 


—Bahama Passage’ (Par) an d 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), ‘Passage’ is 
moveover from the Chicago; 


is new entry to give 
Combination weak, 
however, at $4,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), finished 
great seven-week stay in the loop to 
$4,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Sullivan’s ‘Travels’ (Par) and 
Lawrence Welk orch. Band a Chi- 
cago favorite and accounting for 
good part of the fine business this 


‘Glamour’ 
added weight. 





week. Looking for $39,000. Last 
week, Harold Stokes orch hypoed 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) to okay | 
$33,300. 


(B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Looking for oke 
$4.500, after nice $5,900 last week. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and Del 
Courtney orch plus Buddy Clark. 
Strictly the stage again for the busi- | 
ness this week; looks for good $19,- | 


Garrick 


000. Last week, Dick Powell in| 
person was the power that pushed | 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) to big 
$23,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed | 
Lips’ (U). Great selling job push- | 
ing take to nifty $21,000. Last week, 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ | 


(RKO), finished great six weeks to | 
excellent $10,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
9 ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘In 
Now’ (WB). Heading for fine 
$14,000 Last week, ‘Blue, White’ 
(20th) and ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th), 
satisfactory $9,900. 


fo) 


Arm) 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) —Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
(Sth wk). Riding along on great} 


word-of-mouth; nifty $10,000, after 
fine $13,200 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—Corsican Bros.’ (UA) 
(3d week). Holding up well and in | 
current session will nab _ $11,000, | 
bright, after snappy $14,200 last 


WOCCK, 


‘Ball of Fire’ Hot $8,000, 
‘Night’ $6,500, Both #.0. 
In Seattle; ‘In Life’ 76 


Seattle, Feb. 17. 





Biz holding steady with holdovers 
doing surprisingly well. ‘All Through | 
Night’ and ‘Ball of Fire’ are standout 


on their second stanzas ‘Men in 
Her Life’ is a strong new entry. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58) ‘Look Laughing’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Hot from Paramount for a 
clicky $3,500. Last week, ‘Remember | 
Day’ (20th) and ‘Gentlemen Heart’ 
(20th), neat third sesh at $2,800. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40) | 
“Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and ‘One Foot | 
Heaven’ (WB) (2d run). Fair $3,100. 


Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 
and ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d_ run), 
around $3,600, big. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- | 
58)—Ball_ of Fire’ (RKO). and 
‘Fiesta’ (UA) (2d wk). Wonderful 
$8,000. Last week, same duo hot at 
$12,000. 





Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 


‘Men in Life’ (Col} and ‘Go West’! 
Col). Slick $7,000. Last week, | 
Texas’ (Col) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ | 


Col), held for nine days, good | 
$7,500. | 
; Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58 )— | 
Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Yank on Burma 
Road’ (M-G) (3d wk). Mighty fine 
takings at $3,800 for third session. | 
Last week, same pair wonderful 
$4,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) 


| $11,000. 


| 75-$1.50 


| ‘Stork 


Duals on Upbeat 


‘Through Night’ (WB) and 
Disappears’ (WB) (2d wk). Great 
$6,500 in six days. Last week, the 
two grabbed a big $9,700. 





‘Body 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58-58)—‘Pardon My Stripes’ (Rep) 
and ‘North of Klondike’ (U) plus 


vaude. Big $7,500. Last week, ‘Bom- 
bay Clipper’ (U) and ‘We Go Fast’ 
(20th) and vaude. Modest $6,600. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039;. 30-40-58) 
—‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 


| ‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Solid $8,500. Last 


week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), five days of 
second stanza, big $6,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-58) 
—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Hefty $3,500 for fourth stanza. Last 
week, same opus big $4,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Smiling 
Ghost’ (WB) (2d run). Good $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
and ‘Intl. Lady’ (UA) (2d run), good 
$3,200. 


‘Gone’s 15th Cincy 
Wk. Great $13,000; 
Boswell- Sing, 116 


Cincinnati, Feb. 17. 
Returning for a gegond time and 
for its 15th week at the Capitol, ‘Gone 
With Wind’ is pacing the burg cur- 





rently. Of the fresh releases, ‘Ba- 
hamas Passage,’ Albee, is slightly 


ahead of ‘Son of Fury,’ at Palace, for 
top take, while ‘Rise and Shine’ is on 
the Grand’s foggy side. 

Vaudfiilm Shubert, with ‘Sing Your 
Worries Away’ and Connie Boswell 


the stage topper, is having its second 


so-so week in a row. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bahamas Passage’ (Par). All right 

Last week, ‘Louisiana Pur- 
(Par), wham $18,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). 
with four-a-day grind to terrific $13,- 
000. Pic’s initial run of nine weeks 
in this house, terminating in late 
February, 1940, grossed $189,000 at 
seale. It returned here for 
a 30-day engagement at 50-55-65-cent 


chase’ 


40-55)— 


| scale for the start of 1941 and pulled 


$42,000. 
suburban 


Since then it has played the 
theatres to smash returns. 


| Will hold indef. Last week, ‘Ball of 

| Fire’ (RKO), second week of move- 

;}over run, at regular 33-40-50-cent 
‘ale, okay $4,500. 


Family (RKO) (1.000 15-28 )- 


‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and ‘Melody 
Lane’ (U), split with ‘North Klon- 
dike’ (U) and ‘Borrowed Hero’|} 
(Mono). Normal $2,100. Same last | 


week for ‘Date Falcon’ (RKO) and 

Pay (Col), divided with 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) and ‘Bilivy Kid’ 
(PRC) 

Grand (RKO) (1.430: 
‘Rise and Shine’ (20th). 
Last week, ‘Vanishing 
(M-G), fair $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50 )— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Switched 
from Albee for second week on main 
stem. Great $7,000. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Day’ (20th) (2d run), mild 


30-40-50 )- 
Hazy $3,500 
Virginian’ 


| $3,000 





A & C Back With Ghosts 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Horror stuff is going to get a run- 
around in the next Abbott and Cos- 
tello picture at Universal, with the 
two comics shoving a gang of ghosts 
around in a shady film titled ‘Candle- 
light.’ 

Story is a frightwig-gangster yarn 
by the writing team of Robert Lees 





and Fred Rinaldo, who originated | 
‘Hold That Ghost,’ the first Abbott 


» horror drama in Holly- 


and Coste! 


i wood, rote 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of February 19 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (8d 
week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 13, 1940) 
Capitol—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
ee to Sing’ (M- 
), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 22) 
Globe—‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th) (21), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 
Music Hall—*'Woman 
Year’ (M-G) (3d week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 
Paramount—‘Bahama Passage’ 


Jan. 7) 
of the 


(Par) (18). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Riaito—‘Our Russian Front’ 


(Artkino) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 
Roxy—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (20). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety, Feb. 4; 
State—'Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ 

(Par). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 


Strand — ‘Captains of the 
Clouds’ (WB) (2d week) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 


Week of February 26 

Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (4th 
week ). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(8th week). 

Capitol—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) 
(2d week). 

Music Hall—‘Bedtime 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 

Paramount—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Rialto—‘Our Russian 
(Artkino) (3d week). 

Roxy—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d 
week), 

Strand — ‘Captains of 
Clouds’ (WB) (3d week). 


BOGART SWEET 


Story’ 


Front’ 


the 








Buffalo, Feb. 17. 
Sharp activity at the main stem 
wickets is lifting current 
to impressive levels. 
‘All Through the Night,’ at Cen- 





Encoring | 


tury, is the stanza’s high scorer, 
while ‘Bahama Passage’ and 
|‘Shanghai Gesture’ are delivering 
mighty 
Buffalo and the Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Castle 
Desert’ (20th). Nabbing nice money, 





around $12,000. Last week, ‘Remem- 
ber Day’ (20th) and ‘Gentleman 


Heart’ (20th), pleasant 
Great Lakes (Shea) 
—Shanghai Gesture’ (UA} 
Hands Clock’ (Par). Solid 
uast week, ‘Son Fury’ 
\‘Right to Heart’ (20th) 
$15.000 
Hipp Shea) (2,100 
Fury 20th) and ‘Right 
(2 n) Probably 
week, ‘Man to 
: $8,500. 
tte (Hayn (3,300: 
He poppin’ (U) and 
* (U). (2d wk.) Repeat canto 
$6.500 Last week, 


$11,000. 
(3,000: 


and ‘No 


(20th) and 
outstanding 
‘Son 
(20th) 
neft 


(WB) 


30-45) 
Heart’ 
$8,000, 
Dinner’ 


Last 
(2 n), fine 
lan) 30-44) 


Lafaye 
} ‘Sealed 


Dumper $12,000 
Twentieth Century 
30-55) —All Through 


(3,000; 


(WB) (8 


(Ind) 


Night’ 


days). Humphrey Bogart getting | 
powerful play, probably $15,000. 
Last week. ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) (3d 
wk.), fair $6,000 


‘StL. B.O.s Pick Up: 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 22-40-50) P ; 
All Through Night’ (WB) Move- | Dumbo Dual $9,000 
ver from Palace for second week. | 
Slow $3,000 Ditto last week on 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) (2d run) oe L I 17 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 33-40-50)—| A the 
‘Son Fury’ (20th). Fairly good $10,- | luxe 
500. Same figure last week for ‘All | Estimates for This Week 
Through Night’ (WB) Seew’s (Loev (2179+ 90-40-44) 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-50) Bugle Ssinds’ (M-G) at Kildare’ 
‘Sing Your Worries Away’ (RKO) | Victor M-G). Should get nice $15.- 
and Connie Boswell topping vaude.| 000. L wer ‘Pulham’ (M-G) and 

|Fair $11,000. Last week, ‘Mr. and!‘Mr. and Mrs. Nort (M-G), okay 

Mrs. North’ (M-G) and ‘Meet People’ | $14.500 

revue on stage, tame $10,000. Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Danger- 


good $9.600 





time Story’ (Col) and ‘Lady for a| 
| Night’ (Rep). Fair $11,000 Last 
week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Treat 
‘Em R h’ (U), nice $16,400. 
Missouri (F&M) (3.570; 30-40-50 )-— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Man to Din- } 


Set for $7.000, fine. Last 
(20th) and ‘Play- 


ner’ (WB). 
week, ‘Son Fury 


mates’ (RKO) (2d wk), neat $6,500. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 30-40)- 

i ‘Died With Boots’ (WB) and ‘Re-| 
member Day’ (20th). Set for good 
$3.700. Last week, ‘North Klondike’ 

1 ‘Sierr Sur (Rep), nice 


pe, 


$15,000 IN BUFF. 


numerals | 


potent pesos in duals at the | 


35-55) | 


$12,000. | 


ously Lived’ (WB). Neat $9,000 for 
this duale Last week, ‘Skylark’ | 
(Par) and ‘Week End Three’ (RKO), 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Bed- | 





The Sunday-Monday (15-16) draft 
registration and discouraging war 
news, plus Churchill’s Sunday after- 
noon speech on the air, cut into 
downtown New York business a 
little, but seemingly had greater 
effect in the neighborhoods. With 
Lincoln’s birthday (12) included in 
the current week for most all films 
on Broadway, and the Saturday (14) 
take going into high figures, the 
tallies are generally excellent. Rain 
beginning early in the evening Mon- 
day (16) interfered to some extent, 
but that day of late has been below 
normal anyway. 

‘Captains of the Clouds,’ with the 
Blue Barron orchestra on the stage, is 
one of the new shows. It opened at 
the Strand Thursday evening (12) on 
@ special premiere which had the 
backing of an elaborate Warner pro- 
motional stunt involving over 200 
members of: the Royal Canadian Air 


Force, who were brought down to 
attend it as guests. On the first 


week, including the preem, the gross 
looks a big $48,000. 

Another new starter this week is 
‘Mr. V, which is clicking strongly at 
the Rivoli for an indicated $35,000, 
or thereabouts. This holds over, as 
does ‘Captains’ and Barron. 

In the holdover division, ‘Woman 
of the Year’ is the big talk, since it 
will do around $102,000, beating the 
first seven days’ $99,000. While 
ordinarily the Music Hall, where it’s 
current, opens its doors anywhere 
from 9:30 to 10:30, on Saturday (14), 
the theatre started letting ’em in at 
8:30 and did five stage shows on the 
day, seven of the picture. 
| ‘Kings Row’ is another holdie that 
}continues a fine gait. Starting its 
|third week yesterday (Tues.) at the 
| Astor, the second through Monday 
| was $19,000 





' (16) 


Par sailed through another strong 


week (3d) with ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ 
{and Glenn Miller, with the till show- 
| ing $45,000 last night (Tues.). House 
opens ‘Bahama Passage’ and the 
| Alvino Rey orchestra today (Wed.) 

With ‘Babes on Broadway’ (2d 
run) on the screen ane George 


Murphy in person, the State is doing 
a sock $35,000, or anove. Roxy winds 
up its third week tonight 
with ‘Son of Fury, good profit- 
getter, with about $37,000 indicated 
on the blowoff. ‘Roxie Hart’ moves 
|in tomorrow morning (Thurs.) 


Estimates for This Week 





(Loew's) 25-58 95- 


(Wed.) | 


Draft, War, Rain Nick N.Y. B.O.s; 
Captains -Barron Orch Big $48,000, 
‘Mr. V’ Nifty 356, ‘Woman’ 2d 1026 


| third week of ‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) 


was $10,000, light. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Son of Fury’ (20th) and _ stage 
show (3d-final wk). Satisfactory 
$37,000 this week (3d), follows very 
healthy $42,50€ last stanza (2d) for a 
big profit on the 21-day engagement. 
‘Roxie Hart’ (29th) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
| 90-$1.10) ‘Babes on Broadway’ 
(M-G) (2d run) snd George Murphy 
With 


on p.a. Murphy acting as 
strong support for the picture big 
$35,000 is indicated. Last week, 


‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d run) 





and Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ hit 
$30,000, smart takings. 
Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85- 


99)—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and 
Blue Barron. On the first week, 
with a special Thursday night (12) 
| premiere thrown in, standout $48,000 
will probably be recorded. Holds, 
‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB) and 
Frankie Masters, on 614 days, was 
$27,500, slow but okay. 


‘Purchase, $21,000, 
Wham in Healihy 


~ Det.; ‘Hellz, 196 


| Deiroit, Feb. 17. 
| Pleasure-car production may have 
ended, but picture product still moves 











through Detroit for healthy biz. 
Comedy is catching the coin in the 
two biggest houses, with ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ and ‘No Hands on the 


Clock,’ at Michiga: 


and ‘Hellz ipOop- 


pin’ ind ‘Man Who Returned to Life’ 

Fox. Former bill probably will 
get the top grosse but both are 
above averag¢ 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
| College’ (Col). Former moved over 
|after strong week at Fox. Fair $5,800 
here. Last week, ‘Green Valley’ 
(20th) (5th wk) and ‘Melody Lane’ 
(U) (2d wk), good $7,000 


Astor (1,012; v5 Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55 
| $1.10)—Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). | 65)—‘Hellzapoppin’ U) and ‘Man Res 
} Continues to do very well, with the | turned’ (Col). Good $19.000. Last 
second week ended Monday night | week. ‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
| (16) getting $19,000, while first seven 3ombay Clipper’ (U), ditt 
| day s drew $22,000. Michigan (United Detroit) 4.000: 
| Broadway (Di ney) (1,895; 35-55- | 40-55-65 )—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
| 75)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Di ney) (6th;}and ‘No Hands’ (Par) Big $21.000. 

wk). This week (6th) on return date | Last week, ‘Died With Boots’ (WB) 
at pop scales should account for | and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), strong 
about $11,000, oke, while fifth stanza | $20,000 

| was $14,800, good Palms-State (United Detroit) (,- 

‘ . > 000 10-55-65 D Wit B "‘! 

Capitol (Log ) (4.6 39-99-85 rn ch Simon (UA). ( stad 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘D for Scandal’ (M- | "2 na 4 w 4 
C+) (2def il wk In the htweicht 10,000 L An , ¢ i ; 

cla t tl $20,000 yn] l- (Par) and ‘Smilit Ghost (V B), 
OVE ill k Wa Cc r to $9,000 ; . 
$30 000. f 0 ‘Tol y Fave} United Artists (United Detroit) 
ae oe rf Path rT“L. « (9? 000 4() >-6§5) Pulham’ (M-G) 
Iapty clpicaee mrow (TAUES.). | oe north’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
Criterion (Lo (1,01 2; 39-44-55- | go nnn otter hig $11.500 in first stanza. 
75) Born to Sing (M-G ope 
here tl oO! g (Wed.), afte even 
i) yf ‘Lac for a Nig! (Rep) got ! ¢ ) , 
good $9,000. Preceding that ‘Kildare’ Babes $8,600, Mont | 
Tictory’ (M-G) got $7,800, fairish. ‘ ; 1 
Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55) | L d . V I] OK 7 G 
L * Distre (Times). Eng-|} ea er, a ey 2 
lish-made will shov itisfactory take | 
for tl | at $8 00 but won't be lontresl. eb, 17 
| he thor me films are at th ; ad 
fi fF f Pal ~e vere CA el cilip j Lake at 
( y Vie $} 00 ri od ri ¢ ( ’ { f 
Palace ] 14 . = B 00, 
I RKO)| “F' , 
(1st I k Estimates for This Week 
{ j,O00 - Palace (CT (2.701 30-45-62 
T I Wake 1 c Cc Vall , »{) = rr 
) C A ‘ . ¢ i) t. 
QOD [ ee} repeat +9 Parallel’ 

Paramount (( fair $5.000 

99 )—B P; e 4 ) al A. Capitol [) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
Re S 1 Gil! ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) ¢ Pa- 
Lamb open this a.! (Wed.), ‘Sulli- | , ic Blackout’ (Par). Pacing for nice 
van's Trav (Par) and Glenn | $6500. Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ 
| Miller, big at the b.o. from the gun,|(WB) and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ 
got $45.000 on the concluding (3d) (RKO), good $5.500 - 
jround, while the second was an Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 35-53-67)— 
equally nowerful $55.000 ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G). Pointing to 


Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
ifellers) (5,945: 
| ‘Woman the Year’ (M-G) and 
| stageshow (2d wk). Smash current 
(2d) week of $102,000 will beat the 


initial seven days, when $99,000 was 


Oo! 


recorded. Remains third stanza. 

| Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55) 
'‘Our Russian Front’ (Artkino) and 
‘Frisco Lil’ (U), dualed. Ends first | 
| week tonight (Wed.) at excellent 
1$11,000, with most all credit on 
i draught given ‘Our Russian Front.’ 
Holds over. ‘Jail House Blues’ (UV) 


on 615 days was $5,000, slow . 


Rivoli (UA) (2,092: 35-55-75-85-99) 
‘Mr. V’ (UA). Pulling very well 
ind ¥ ] et $35.000 or tnereabout 


i, , ‘ e aAat or 


44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— | 


good $8,000. Last week, repeat ‘Sere 


geant York’ (WB), good $6,000 
| Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53) 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Jail House 
Blues’ (U). Average $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
id ‘Marry Bos (20th), fair $3,500. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,106; 30-40-66 j— 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). In line for 
{piping $6,000. Last week, ‘Volga, 
| Volga’ (GN) and ‘Miss Polly (UA), 
| good $4,000 
| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30. 
140) —‘L’Embuscade’ and ‘Francois 
Premier’ s up to $5,000, good, 


Pick 
| Last eek, also good $5,200 on ‘Prete 
; ty ‘emme’ ‘Dame aux 
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War Savings Time 


No Pain in Frisco: 


Fury’ $19,000, ‘Bedtime’ 116, Okay 





+ 
> 4 





San Francisco, Feb. 17. 

First week of war savings time 
has had no visible effect on Market 
street b.o.’s. Take is healthy on the 
whole. Days are still short enough 
so that the extra hour doesn’t mean 
much, and many figure that by the 
time the long afternoons set in the 
tire shortage will keep folks home 
and offset the exodus which other- 
wise might be anticipated. 

Most important newcomer is ‘Son 
of Fury’ at the Paramount. Arrival 
of ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ means only 
little more than average at the War- 
field. ‘Bedtime Story’ is okay at the 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
over rolling. up healthy $12,000, after 
excellent first week at $20,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
65)—'Suspicion’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Still big at $17,500. Last 
week, socko $23,000, although not 
as big as first indicated. 

Orpheum (Blumenfe'd) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) —Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 


‘Go West’ (Col). Moving along 
nicely for $11,000. Last (3d) week, 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and _ ‘Boston 


Blackie’ (1st wk), okay $7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
65)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (20th). Hefty $19,000 in pros- 

ect. Last (2d) week, ‘Bahama 

assage’ (Par) and ‘Night of Jan. 13’ 
(Par), $12,000, nice. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Night Jan. 13’ (Par) (moveover). 
Third week on the street won't do 
over $5,000. Last (moveover) week, 
‘Died with Boots’ (WB), $5.500, sat- 
isfactory. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—*‘Men in Life’ (Col) 
and ‘3 Girls About Town’ (Col) (3d 
wk). About $6,000 in the till here. 
Last week, average $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Road 
Happiness’ (Rep). Average $13,000 
indicated. 
{WB) and ‘Law Tropics’ (WB), $10,- 
000, mild. 


‘EVE’-TED LEWIS NICE 
$15,000 IN OK OMAHA 


Omaha, Feb. 17. 
‘It Started with Eve,’ which drew 
rave reviews, is proving an equal 
magnet with Ted Lewis and band at 
the Orpheum. ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
and ‘Right to the Heart’ are okay at 
the Omaha. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) 
§9-65)—‘Started with Eve’ (U) and 
Ted Lewis band. Good $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘In Army Now’ (WB), good $9,800. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 





‘Ellery Queen’ (Col). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Through Night’ (WB) 


and ‘Weekend’ (RKO), so-so $4,100. | 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Corsican’ (UA) and ‘Right to 
Heart’ (20th). Nice $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB), 
$8.100. 

Paramount (Tristates) (11-40-55)— 
“Man to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Bahama 
-assage’ (Par), both second run. 
Good $8,300 indicated. Last week, 
Remember Day’ (20th), second-run, 


Last week, ‘In Army Now’ | 


(3,000; 11-40- | 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


$387,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
BR. Wein vinscesane $388,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


VALLEY LUSH 
$76,500 IN HUB 


— 


error eee ees 











Boston, Feb. 17. 

‘How Green Was My Valley’ is 
hauling in hefty coin at the Keith 
Memorial and looks good for three- 
week run. Next best bet is Duke 
Ellington and Ethel Waters on stage 
at the RKO-Boston. supported by 
‘North to Klondike.’ 

M. & P. reopened uptown Reper- 
tory under tag of Esquire Saturday 
(14) with ‘Sergeant York’ at 55c top. 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘North to Klondike’ (U) and Duke 
Ellington band and Ethel Waters. 
Will garner around $21,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Latins From Manhattan’ 
(Col) and Eddy Duchin, $21,200. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep). Marking 
time at $5,000 gait. Last week, ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right Heart’ 
(20th), continued from Met, $6,000, 
good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,960: 30- 
40-44-55 )—‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA). Opened 
to standee biz and pointing to socko 
$26,500 and holdover. Last week, 
sixth stanza of ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) 
and ‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), 
$13,500, very good. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-55)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Aiming at $18,000, good. Combo tal- 
lied $23,000 for initial week. 





Orpheum (Lew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G). So-so 


| $16,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Choco- 
| late Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s 
| Secret Treasure’ (M-G), $18,000, 
| good. 

| Paramount (M&P) 
44-55)—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady for Night’ (Rep). Point- 
|} ing to $10,000, medium. Last week, 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right to 
| Heart’ (20th), continued from Met, 
| $11,500, very good. 





‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Tar- 
$] 


44)—‘Death at Broadcast’ (FA) and 
‘Mad Doctor’ (U). Heading for 
$3,800. okay. Lest 
Midnight’ (Rep) and ‘Three Cock- 
eyed Sailors’ (UA), $4,400, good. 


fair 


(1,800; 30-40- | 


State (Loew) (3,600: 30-40-44-55 )— | 


‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Mr. | 
and Mrs. North’ (M-G). Rather 
pallid, around $12,500. Last week, 


zan’s Secret Treasur~’ (M-G), $14,- 
300, good. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 17-35- | 


week, ‘Tragedy 


‘Woman of Year’ $9,000 
‘Night’ $7,200 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 17. 
‘Woman of the Year’ is topping the 
town at the United Artists, aided by 
heavy mag and newspaper exploita- 
tion. ‘All Through the Night’ is 
riding high at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
50)—Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Fiesta’ 
(UA). Under expectations but fair 
enough $6,000. Last week, ‘Vanish- 
ing Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G), took satis- 
factory $6,700 and moved to Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50) — ‘Vanishing Vir- 
ginian’ (M-G) and ‘Yank Burma 
Road’ (M-G) (moveover from 
Broadway). Good $4,500. Last week, 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Hono- 
lulu Lu’ (Col) (2d wk), fair $2,700. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) ‘Through the 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Go West’ (Col). 
High $7,200, second best in town. 
Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) 
and ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), nothing 
to brag about, $5,300. 

Parameunt (H-E) (3,00C; 35-40-50) 
—Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (2d wk). Fell 
off to mildish $4,700. First week, 
mighty good $8,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—"Woman Year’ (M-G). Solo 
well plugged all around, and soaring 
to a terrific $9,000. Last week, 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs, North’ (M-G), closed two-week 
stay at grand $6,000. 


H.0.’s Load Down K.C.; 
‘Shanghai’ Mild $8,700 
Desnite Little Opposish 











Kansas City, Feb. 17. 

Town is heving one of its oc- 
|casional holdover sessions, and only 
| two new film bills are on tap. Mid- 
jland is dualling ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
|and ‘Hay Foot,’ while Tower is offer- 
ling ‘A Gentleman at Heart’ as half 
| its stage-screen combo. It’s a low 
total all around. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 





|\Fury’ (20th) (2d wk). Probably 
| strongest of three holdover films in 
{town and combo $5,800 currently 
| will go satisfactorily with strong 
$10,000 in first week. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Hay 
|Foot’ (UA). Due for mild $8,700 de- 
spite light opposition. Last week, 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col), low $6,500. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
| 30-44)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Five-day h.o., bringing house 
back to regular Wednesday open- 
ings, adding $4,000 to first week’s 
fairly good $8,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
|—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) and 
|‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) (2d 

Average $5,000. Last week, 
started solo but second fea- 


|} wk). 
‘Boots’ 


iture was added Tuesday (10). Combo } 


got $7,500, nice. 


| Tower (2,110; 11-30)—‘Gentleman 
|Heart’ (20th) and vaude. Average 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Blue, White’ 


(20th) with Ted Lewis Revue at 50c 
top, strong $12,000. 


west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—‘Son | 


Slipping, ‘Hellz’ 
Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,781,800 
(Based on 25 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
. «+. $1,694,700 
(Based on 24 cities, 168 theatres) 


‘LAUGHING SOUR 
$11,000 IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Feb. 17. 

‘Gone with Wind’ is still new to 
surprisingly large percentage of lo- 
calites, who are jamming the State 
and beating up an extra heavy gate. 
Return engagement at higher matinee 
prices is clipping wings of next-door 
Palace, where Sammy Kaye’s orch 
and ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ are 
having a tough time trying to nab 
$20,000. ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ be- 
lieing its monicker by slowing to a 
waltz at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Son of Fury’ (20th) (moveover). 
Going for fine $7,000. Last frame, 








eee eww eee 

















‘Call Marines’ (RKO), pleasing 
$5.000. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 





55)—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO). 
Sour notices and not such trade; ordi- 


nary $11,000. Last chapter, ‘Son Fury’ | 


Tyrone, $29,000 in 2 Spots, Setting 
Pace in Dull L.A.; Deanna, $15,200, 


Whacking Out 9146 


Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 

‘Son of Fury,’ at Loew’s State and 
Grauman’s Chinese, tops the town 
this week with combined gross of 
$29,000. State is catching big por- 
tion of the total with $17,500. 

Deanna Durbin is showing a slight 
drop in popularity at Pantages and 
H iistreet, with houses under the 
combined two-week totals for pre- 
vious Durbins. ‘Hellzapoppin’ opened 
to solid $9,500 at Hawaii. It has 
supporting screwball carnival, in 
which Three Paynes from vaude 
perform comedy antics in prolog 
and among audience during picture's 
running. 

‘To Be or Not to Be’ gets triple- 
barreled preem at State, Chinese and 
Carthay starting Thursday (19), and 
after first week continues solo at 
Carthay for indefinite run WB 
brings in ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
Saturday (21) at Hollywood and 
Downtown, figuring picture good for 
at least three weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (Sth wk). 
Final six days light with $1,900. Last 
week, caught $2,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-75) —‘Son Fury’ (20th) and 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th). Normal 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), 
below par, $9,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
—Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and ‘New 
Wine’ (UA). ‘Hickok’ pulling action 
trade here, but indicates only $9,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) (2d wk), satisfactory $10,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55)—‘*Mister V’ (UA). Good teaser 
advance campaign; getting nice $5,- 
800 for initial week. Last week, ‘Van- 








(20th), favorable $15,000. ishing Virginian’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
Lake (Warner) (800: 30-35-42-55) | got $2,200 total as fill-in booking. 
—‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). Good| Wawaii (G&S) (1.100: 33-44-55-75) 
| $2,800 expected. Last round, ‘Man ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) Booming to 
}to Dinner’ (WB) (4th wk), nice| big $9,500 first stanza, with picture 
| $2.000. | getting comedy assistance from 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- | stooges operating in audience and 
|66)—‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and|foyer. Last week, ‘Citizen Kane’ 
|}vaude. Sammy Kaye’s a _ home- | (RKO), finished 17th week with good 
| towner whose band got swell pub- $3 200. 
pec ity ore a es on Sg sO ae ning | Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55) 
eons tor ana eee. Bctong |= Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB), ‘New 
despite opposish. Last lap, eons | Wine’ (UA). Nominal combo aim- 
| to Me’ (Col) with Laurel and y se ing for $9,000. Last week, ‘Man to 
| $30,000, McCoy’s orch, dandy | Dinner’ (WB) (2d wk), caugnt just 
| 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-42-55)— 


}‘Gone with Wind’ (M-G). Third 
| visit of epic whamming out great 
1$19,000. Last week. ‘Design Scan- 
| dal’ (M-G), fair $12,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 30-35-42 

| 55)—‘Design Scandal’ (M-G). Above | 
| customary mark for moveovers;: $6,- 


| under $10,000 for nice profit. 
Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
|—‘Mob Town’ (U), ‘Harvard, Here I 
| Come’ (Col) and vaude. Average $9,- 
| 500 Last week, ‘Public Enemies’ 
(Rep), ‘Hurricane Smith’ (Rep), and 
vaude, hit good $10,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55)— 


}000. Last week, ‘Bahama Pagsage’| ‘Started with Eve’ (U) (2d wk), and 
(Par), okay $5,500. '‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U). Moderate 
— . — | $7,400 First week, with ‘Boston 

Pontiac’s Addition Blackie’ (Col), excellent $11,600 
Detroit, Feb. 17 Paramount (Par) (3,595; 33-44-55) 
F. L. Ketzler and F. C. Bonford ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Bug 
are building the Huron in Pontiac,|to Town’ (Par). Mild $13,000 Last 
Mich., 1,000-seater, to cost in the} week, ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) 


neighborhood of $75,000. A $30,000 
theatre is being erected in Benton 
Harbor, summer resort center, 
Julius Foder. 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





War Time No Effect On Big Films As Hepburn-Tracy, 


| Power, Cagney and ‘Gone’ Score Heavily 





‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G) 


and ‘Target Tonight’ (WB), good | 
$8,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘World Pre- 
miere’ (Par). Fair $900. Last week, 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Three Girls’ (Col), split with ‘All 
Money Can Buy’ (RKO), ‘Two 
Latins Manhattan’ (Col) and 


‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), $800. 


Town (Goldberg) -(1,500; 10-20-25) 


— Stage Coach’ (U), ‘Secrets Lone 
(RKO), triple split with ‘Wyoming 
Wildcat’ (Rep), ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
and ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO) and ‘Our 
Wives’ (Col) and ‘Belle Starr’ (20th). 
Fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Sierra Sue’ 
(Rep), ‘Public Enemies’ (Rep) and 
Look Laughing’ (RKO), triple split 
with ‘King Dodge City’ (Col), ‘Doc- 
tors Don’t Tell’ (Rep) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col), and ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 
(20th) and ‘Lydia’ (UA), fair $1,000. 


Pegasus Gets War-Minded 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Universal shifts its three hard- 
riding buckaroos, Leo Carillo, Don 
Terry and Andy Devine, into an 
Oriental background in ‘Escape From 
Hong Kong,’ which started today 
(Tues.) with Marshall Grant as as- 
sOciate producer. 

Film is the first of a new 
dealing with war in the Far East. 








hig 
Lig 


burn-Tracy starrer is tearing things 


looks sure for a spot 
h on the list of big grossers of the year. 





ing played 
The Hep- | 


wide open at the | out. Score: 


c 


previously 
it still excels most of 
Cleveland, 


at advanced admission scale 


the new releases the 
$19,000; Cincinnati, 


third time 


$13,000 


by | 


| 33-44-55) 


and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par), garnered 
|profit with $11,000 on six days of 
| second week. 

RKO Hillstreet 
44-55 )—‘Started 
| wk) and ‘Treat ’Em Rough’ 
Light $7,800. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Ist wk) and ‘Boston Blackie’ (C 
clicko $12,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-75)-—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Gen 
tlemen at Heart’ (20th). Action trade 
and Tyrone Power followers rollin 
'to big $17,500. Last week, ‘Desig 
Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Victory 


(RKO) (2 
with Eve’ 


872: 33- 
(U) (24 
(U ). 
(U) 


»} , 


ve 


~- ® 


| (M-G), normal $12,500 


(2,100; 
(M-G) 
L, 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) 
—Design Scandal’ 
ldare Victory’ (UA) 
ombo for downtown n o@ 
poor $2,900 
(UA) 


SO-SO 


nd ‘K 
larg 
ove! 


La 


v 
1e@e€ ¢ 
truggling to reach 
t week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) 


Tlf? ‘ y >| or 
Wolf’ (Col) and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ | f 





| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


series | 
i St 


Music Hall, N. Y., where it moved into century figures 
its second week. At the Penn, Pittsburgh, 
week take exceeds $20,000, and in Portland, 
opened to $9,000, in a small capacity house Holdover 
are certain. Only ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) hit such 
sturdy figures during opening weeks of season last 
autumn. 

There isn’t a downbeat comment in the week’s sur- 
vey from ‘Variety’ corespondents that wartime day- 
light saving has affected receipts anywhere. On the 
whole, the national boxoffice is holding the fast pace 
started after the holidays. The big films are bigger; 
the fair ones are good. 

Out in front among the holdovers are ‘Son of Fury’ 
(20th). ‘How Green Was My Valley?’ (29th) and ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’ (U). 
at the Roxy; opened at a terrific $26,500 in Boston, has 
held three weeks in Philadelphia, and two weeks each 
in Chicago, Cleveland, Kansas City and Pittsburgh. 
It leads Los Angeles, $29,000 at two houses. 

‘Hellz’ is credited with a smash $21,000 the first 
week at Palace, Chicago; is big in Detroit, holdover 
in Philadelphia, and scored good openings in Brooklyn 
and Los Angeles. 

Showmen are warned to hold on to their hats with 
news that ‘Gone with the Wind’ (Selznick-M-G) i: 


arting its third season to remarkable busi Hav- 


+ 
L 


first | 


Ore., it has | 


| first weeks. 
| 


| more at $16,000, and is on third week 


First named is finishing three big weeks | 


‘Valiey’ has finished off six 
and is in its fifth in Chicago. 


RKO) is red hot in first run 


weeks in Philadelphia 
‘Ball of Fire’ (Gol 
Opened tardily 
in Buffalo 

Others strong enough for extended first runs are 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), held in ’Frisco; ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA), second week, Chicago; ‘All Thru Night’ (WB), 
best in Buffalo, and held in Cincinnati and Brooklyn; 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par), retained in Boston 
Cincinnati, and good in Detroit. ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U), with Abbott and Costello, is showing heft. 

Two cartoon, full-length features are competing. 
They are ‘Dumbo’ (RKO), good $12,50l in Philadelphia 
and big $7,500 in Pittsburgh, and ‘Mr. Bug Goes 
Town’ (Par), mild $5,000 in Denver. 

Leslie Howard in ‘Mister V’ (UA) is just starti 
Rivoli, Y., and Four Star, Los Angeles. Too 
for accurate appraisal, but encouraging. Two 
potentials showing strength are ‘Kings Row’ and 


to 


N. early 
other 


‘Cap- 


tains of Clouds’ (both WB), slaying only at Astor and | 


Strand on Broadway, N. Y., respectivety. 

Circuit bookers report audiences increzsingly re- 
ceptive of plenitude of shorts and trailers issued by 
War Activities Committee. Disney’s ‘The New Spirit,’ 
booked gratis through National Screen Service, yf 

ty 


4 


arquee qual 


and | 


ng at} 


$4,300 


33-44-55 ) 


W 
avi 


Vogue (Vogue) (920; - 
‘W if Man’ (U) and ‘Doctor 
St. (U) (4th wk) Holding 

with $2,300 on added holdover week 
Last week, tabbed $2,600 for good 
profit. 

| Wilshire (F-WC; 2.296; 33-44-55)— 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ (M-G). Weak $4.500. 
Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th), ordinary 
| $5,000. 


rket 
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Rangers Ride Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Authentic tale of the Texas state 
police goes into production at Re- 
public with Edmund Grainger proe- 
| ducing and John Butler writing on a 
| high budget. 

Story, titled ‘The Saga of the 
Texas Rangers,’ is being worked out 
with full cooperation of official his- 
the University of Texas, 
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IT’S ALWAYS EXTRA 
— THE 

WHEN GOOD a PLAYIN TUME s 
SHOWMEN THE ORDER-OF 
AND 6005 THE DAY with 
SHOWS GET PARAMOUNT 
TOGETHER! PRODUCT. 




















News and Gossip About the Production’ and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 














The Good Old Days 


Herewith are excerpts from a Paramount press book issued just 
twenty years ago this week. Because of the peculiarly appropriate na- 
ture of the copy, in view of Paramount's 30th Anniversary observance 
and the selection of Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ as Para- 
mount’s 30th anniversary picture, we are stealing, with apologies and 
thanks, the heading and idea from ‘Variety.’ 











(Reprinted from a Feb., 1922, Paramount Press Book) 





When the naine of Cecil B. DeMille is identified with a Paramount 
picture as producer, it is to be expected that the highest possible degree 
of perfection has been attained in the production. To millions of mo- 
tion picture lovers, the name of Cecil B. DeMille means the utmost in 
photoplay artistry, the last word in opulent beauty and dazzling luxury, 
and the highest and best in screen drama. To the exhibitor it means 
unprecedented box office prosperity and the guarantee of the continued 
patronage of his theatre’s guests. 


Cecil B. DeMille’s name today is the magnet that draws all classes, 
rich and poor, old and young, to the theatre that presents his screen 
dramas. His name possesses this magic quality because the exhibitor— 
and what is far more important—the great theatre-going public knows 
that each Cecil B. DeMille production marks the pinnacle of photoplay 
perfection—a mark that is surpassed only by succeeding Cecil B. DeMille 
productions. 


(That was written in 1922... you can mark it STET for 1952) 


Par to Roll Seven ‘Naturals’ in Feb.; 
11 More Now Shooting or Shaping 


2 
v 








Paramount will hit a new high| HI-YO, STARDOM! 
in the year’s production activity | 
during February, when cameras 
will start turning on a total of 
seven new pix. At’the same time, | 
the Studio now has eleven top 
major properties either editing or | 
shooting. 

Three top productions that 
moved off the sound stages and 


H'WOOD PAR GETS 
‘REAP’ PREMIERE 


————_—_ 


Paramount’s 30th Anniver- 
sary Pic to Make Holly- 
wood Bow March 19— 
When New Hollywood 
Theatre Unveils 


—_———- —— 


LAST OF THE ‘GALAS’ 





Initial plans for a mammoth 
World Premiere, March 19, for Para- 
mount’s 30th Anniversary Picture, 
Cecil B. DeMille’s Technicolor saga 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ were set early 
this week as a result of conferences 
at the Paramount Studio last week. 
First details of the big premiere 
were revealed in New York today. 

Paramount plans to make the 
‘Reap’ premiere the last—and big- 
gest—of the ‘galas’ for the duration 
of the war. Backing has already 
been lined up from the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce; the Holly- 
wood Merchants’ Association; the 
Hollywood Boulevard Property Own- 
ers Association, and the Affiliated 
Chambers of Commerce of Southern 
California. John B. Kingsley, presi- 
dent of the Hollywood Chamber of 
|Commerce and honorary mayor, is | 
general chairman for these groups. 


Judge Harlan G. Palmer, publisher of 
the Hollywood Citizen News, is 
forming an additional central plans 
committee. Commander A. J. Bol- 
ton, Navy press relations officer, has 





into scoring and editing last week | @ 
were Preston Sturges’ fifth, “The | 
Palm Beach Story’; tke new) 
Crosby-Astaire musical, Irving | 
Berlin’s “Holiday Inn”; and 
Mitchell Leisen’s latest Fred Mac- 
Murray and Rosalind Russell star- | 


rer, “Take a Letter, Darling.” | 
Sturges film co-stars Claudette | 
Colbert and Joel McCrea, with | 





Mary Astor and Rudy Vallee. Mark | 
Sandrich is producer-director of | 
the Berlin musical. 

Readying for release and wind- | 
ing up on final scenes are “True to | 
the Army,” with Judy Canova and | 
Jerry Colonna (sneak previewed 
at the N.Y. Paramount last week | 
to a round of swell audience com- | 
ment); “This Gun for Hire,” co- 
starring Veronica Lake and Robert 
Preston; “Beyond the Blue Hori- | 
zon,” Technicolor Lamour island | 


It’s goodbye boots and saddles for 
Marjorie Reynolds, the little gal 


starred with Bing Crosby and 
Fred Astaire in Irving Berlin’s 
“Holiday Inn.” Marjorie appeared 
in thirty Westerns for another 
company before moving to Par- 





idyl; “Out of the Frying Pan,” | amount, where she won this role 
from the stage hit (William| and a seven-year contract. 
Holden, Eddie Bracken, Robert | 

Benchley, Susan Hayward); “Mr. 


and Mrs. Cugat” (Ray Milland and| Carolyn Lee...“The Glass Key” 
Betty Field); “My — Favorite | with Brian Donlevy and Alan Ladd 
Blonde,” new Bob Hope, Madeleine | |. .“Henry Aldrich, Editor,” with 
Carroll comedy ;“The Black Cur-|the regular Aldrich cast...“The 
tain,” with Burgess Meredith and | Road to Morocco,” starring that 
Claire Trevor, and “My Heart Be- | boxoffice road gang Bing Crosby, 
longs to Daddy,” with Richard | Boh Hope and Dorothy Lamour, 
Carlson and Martha O'Driscoll. | who brought back plenty of shek- 
New productions to roll during ,els from Zanzibar and Singapore 
February include a Thelma Strabel|...“Across the Border,” a Harry 
story (she wrote “Reap the Wild | Sherman “Hopalong” with William 
Wind” for the Satevepost). Titled | Boyd. 
“The Forest Rangers,” it went be- | During the past few months 
fore the Technicolor cameras last | Paramount has built up a big res- 
week. Fred MacMurray, Paulette ervoir of story properties, grabbing 
Goddard, Susan Hayward, Lynne | the cream of Broadway shows and 
Overman, Oscar Dekker and others | best-selling novels. At the same 
have billing. Six more starters! time, the Studio’s contract staff of 
include “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab-/|script writers has been added to 
bage Patch,” with Fay Bainter and | heavily—and they’re all busy. 
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promised cooperation. 

Hollywood Boulevard, from Vine 
to the Roosevelt Hotel, will be ban- 
jnered and all shops will come 
| through with tiein displays. The 
| premiere will mark the formal open- 
| ing of the newly completed Holly- 
wood Theatre. 

Immediately following setting of 
the big dates, Home Office drum- 
|beating swung into high. Every 
Paramount Exchange unfurled a 
| giant silk banner proclaiming 


i 








ays to the World Premiere of 
|'Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild | 

Wind.’” Provision was made for ap- 
|plying new numerals to the banners 
daily, until opening. Outgoing mail 
at Paramount carried a similar le- 
| gend; special stickers were attached 
to every letter, with the proper nu- 
meral inked in 

Meanwhile a triple advertising 
;cCampaign was in preparation, with 
|}ads, posters and the works in three 
styles. All three will be tested in 
conjunction with the preem. 

“Reap the Wild Wind,” like De- 
Mille’s “North West Mounted Police,” 
boasts a big star cast. Tops are Ray 
| Milland, John Wayne and Paulette 

Goddard. Others near the top of the 
| lengthy billing are Raymond Massey, 
;Robert Preston, Susan Hayward, 
| Lynne Overman, Charles Bickford, 
‘'|Walter Hampden, Martha O'Driscoll 

and Janet Beecher. Story is from a 

Saturday Evening Post serial by 





Thelma Strabel, concerning early ac- | 


| tivities of wreckers off the Florida 
| Keys. High spot of the dramatic ac- 
| tion comes during a battle at the bot- 





j;tom of the sea, between principals 
;and a giant squid lurking in the 
| wreckage of a ship. Scenes of this 
| battle are reported the most sensa- 
| tional underwater Technicolor ever 








TWIN PREEMS FOR HOLLYWOOD 








Happy Holiday Greetings 











We think the fact that this is the week between Lincoln’s and 
Washington’s Birthdays should be excuse enough for our intro- 
ducing you to the Fourth of July girls you’ll see in Irving Berlin’s 


‘Holiday Inn,’ now shooting with 
the Paramount lot. 
have your head examined. 

crackers, which the tunes of 


Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire on 


If you don’t agree, wire your congressman and 
Those things on their hats are fire- 


‘Holiday Inn’ are hotter than. 





Smash ‘LP. Biz 


Reported From 
Six New Dates 


Paramount’s “show that 


hit 
made more boxoffice news 


Zorina-Moore 
chase,” 


last week as the red tape with- | 


theatres 


} 


showed | 
“Caught in | 


holding it from certain 
was cut, Six new dates 
business above Hope’s 
the Draft”’—and holdovers 
the rule of the day. 
“Purchase” became nationally 
available Feb. 1; previously Para- 
mount had been barred under 
terms of its purchase from book- 


were 


| ing it in areas where the stage pro- 
| duction had not played off. 
| England exhibs grabbed it fast— 
|}and held on! 


New 


Paramount, Springfield, held over 
after first week biz topped the sen- 


sational Fourth of July take of 
“Caught in the Draft.” Strand, 
Providence, where “Draft’ also 


played the Fourth, duplicated the 
story and held. Holdovers, with 
business topping “Draft,” also were 
the verdict in Worcester (Capitol); 
New Haven (Paramount) and Bos- 
ton (Metropolitan), 

“Purchase,” opening last week- 
end at he Allyn, Hartford, also 
topped the smash _ business of 
“Draft’s” opening. 


Par Buys ‘Let’s Face It’ 


Paramount announced at the close 
of last week acquisition of screen 
rights to Broadway’s top musical 
hit, “Let’s Face It,” Vinton Freedley 
smash with Cole Porter songs, as a 
Bob Hope vehicle. Price was re- 


| ported as “one of the largest sums 
| lensed. 


ever paid for a theatrical property.” 


has | 
everything,” the Technicolor Hope- | 
“a io | 
Louisiana Pur- 


‘SWEATER GIRL’ GETS 
BIG PLAY ON JUKES 


Two tunes from Paramount’s forth- 
|coming musical-thriller, “Sweater 
Girl,” have moved. in for a stay on 





the Coin-Machine Best Sellers list. 
They are “I Said No” and “I Don’t 
| Want To Walk Without You,” both 
published by Paramount Music 
Corp. “I Don’t Want to Walk” is 
also up near the top in network 


music plugs. 





Lot Spots 





| Bob Hope has been awarded the 
| Movie-Radio Guide Magazine “El- 


|mer” trophy as the “funniest man 
on the screen during 1941.” “El- 
mer” is the magazine’s own 


“Oscar” award...made of wood for 
reasons of national defense. 





| Harry Tugend, who screenplayed 
‘Caught in the Draft” and “Birth 
of the Blues,’ and Johnny Mercer, 
song writer, are cooking up the 
|screenplay for “Thumbs Up,” Para 
musical. . 





Maxwell Shane is writing the 
|screenplay of “Interceptor Com- 
/mand,” forthcoming Bill Pine-Bilil 
| Thomas action drama. 








Robert Benchley is one of the 
busiest guys on the Paramount lot. 
Benchley just completed roles in 
itwo pix, “Out of the Frying Pan” 
|and “Take a Letter, Darling,” and 
‘has now moved into a spot in “I 
Married a Witch,” new Sturgess 
film. Meanwhile he continues to 
make shorts for Paramount. 


| 


| Karl Tunberg and Darrell Ware, 
i20th Century-Fox writing team 
who did “A Yank in the R. A. F.” 
and “Tall, Dark and Handsome,” 
will move to the Paramount lot 
after April 1. 
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‘Woman of Year’ Smasheroo $20,000 
Tops Pitt; Hutton-‘Playmates’ 216 


+ 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 

Biz on the upswing again, with 
grosses on the rise everywhere. Penn 
has a smasheroo in ‘Woman of the 
Year,’ which will likely stay there 
two weeks, unusual at this house, 
while stage combo of Ina Ray Hut- 
ton and Mischa Auer is boosting 
‘Playmates’ to healthy take at Stan- 
ley. H.o.’s of ‘Son of Fury’ at Sena- 
tor and ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
at Ritz both going well. ‘Dumbo’ is 
a sock Warner entry. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th). . Twin bill, although 
panned by crix, is cashing in for 
okay $4,200. Last week, sixth of 
‘Green Was Valley’ (20th), fine 
$4,500, giving it around $58,000 for 
the run. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-50) 
—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G). Hepburn- 
Tracy comedy collected ga-ga re- 
views and it’s blazing along to great 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par), not too good at $10,000. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Man to 
Dinner’ (WB). Plenty left for this 
one, coming here after successive big 
weeks at Penn and Warner, Looks 
like at least $3,300, fine. Last week, 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO), playing same 
route, off to $1,900. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Son Fury’ (20th) (2d wk). Taper- 
ing off some after setting new house 
record last week, but getting $6,500, 
which isn’t bad. Getting couple of 
extra days so Senator can get back 
to regular Friday opening (20) with 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) and ‘Gentle- 
man at Heart’ (20th), Last week, 
‘Fury’ got big $12,000. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Playmates’ (RKO) and Ian Ray 
Hutton’s band with Mischa Auer. 
Considerable marquee value should 
add up to fine $21,000. Heavy pre- 
opening campaign for Hutton result- 
ing in best biz she’s ever done here. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) 
and Connie Boswell-Ray Bolger, 
$20,000, good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Reviewers turned 
handsprings for Walt Disney’s latest, 
which has been a long time arriving, 
and stand-out matinee trade should 
insure at least $7,500, great. It’s first 
time in years house has single-fea- 
tured a picture that hasn’t been a 
moveover from Penn. Last week, 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB), second week, 
around $7,200. 


‘Cowboy’ Good $4,100; 
No Lincoln Opposish 








Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 17. 
Initial pace of ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
indicates a couple of extra days over 
its scheduled week. It’s bucking no 
particular opposish, so should get | 
good money all the way. | 
Estimates for This Week | 





Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) | 
(750; 10-15-20) — ‘Qn Your sOes | 
(WB) and ‘Code Outlaws’ (Rep), | 
split with ‘Sunset Trail’ (Par) plus | 
‘Killed Man’ (Mono). Poor $500. | 
Last week, ‘Knockout’ (WB) and 
‘Land Open Range’ (RKO), split 


with ‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) and ‘Royal 
Mounted Patrol’ (Col), not too good, 
$600. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,593; 
10-30-44)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U). 
Fancy $4,100, probably holding a 
couple of extra days. Last week, 
‘Green Was Valley’ (20th), 11 days, 
$7,000, very nice. 

Nebraska (J. 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) 
and ‘Right to Heart’ (20th). Only 
fair, $1,600. Last week, ‘Gentleman 
at Heart’ (20th) plus ‘Hands on 
Clock’ (Par), so-so $1,500 

State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10-20- 
25)—Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and 
‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono). Average 
$1,300. Last week, ‘Obliging Young 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Meet Again’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Steel Against 
Sky’ (WB) and ‘Stork Pays Off’ 
(Col), 10 days, $1,900, fair. 

Stuart (JHC-Par) (1,884; 10-30-44) | 
—Through Night’ (WB). Won't take 
Bogart here; slow $2,500. Last week, | 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), dipped badly at | 
finish, $3,400. 


i: @ 


Cooper-Par ) 


Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Corsican’ (UA). Average $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), 10 


days, $5,000, swell. 


TALE OF A DECOLLETE 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Boris Morris switches from dress | 
suit to evening gown for his next 
picture. 

Having completed ‘Tales of Man- | 
hattan,’ which is a yarn about the | 
adventures of a dinner jacket, he | 
next pitches on the distaff side with | 
scheduled filming of Victoria Wolf's 
‘White Evening Gown.’ 








| Was 


| good $1,500, with steady trade from 
} main-stem 


| (U), average $1,400. ane : 
(U), average $1,40 | the Universal 


| capacity, so looks like sure thing to 
| run -three 


| $3,500. 


| Clock’ (Par), sweet $10,000. 


| ‘Lady * , : 
| Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO), average $3,000. | ‘Klondike Fury’ at Monogram. 





FIRE’ PLUS VAUDE FINE 
$16,000 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 17. 


‘Ball of Fire’ is rolling the combo 
Hipp into a town-leading gross this 
week as action here continues bullish 
all around. Good response also re- 
ported for “The Bugle Sounds,’ at 
Loew’s Century. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M:G). Nice 
going at an indicated $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), held stead- 
ily to $11,800. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Mopping up 
good $16,000. Last week, ‘Sing Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO) owed it all to p.a. 
of Martha Raye for one of biggest 
takes here in moons at $18,900. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44 )—‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U). 
Opening today (Tues.), after two and 
a half weeks of ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). 
Got gala total of $22,700 for the run. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Go 
West Lady’ (Col). Good action at 
possible $5,500, Last week, ‘Night of 
Jan. 16’ (Par), fair $3,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Remember Day’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Fairy steady to $4,000, after strong 
total of $11,600 for previous brace. 


Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-25-40-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). Move- 
over from nearby Stanley still going 
strong, with all right $3,000 in the 
making after swell total of $15,700 
for previous four weeks. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
—All Thru Night’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Maintaining good pace to $9,000, after 
fine first round to $13,800. 

Times (Baker) (740; 17-28-39)— 
‘Vampire Bat’ (Par). Modest $1,300. 
Last week, ‘Blue, White’ (20th), mild 
$1,400. 


‘COWBOY’ $12,000 
LEADER IN 
‘LVILLE 


Louisville, Feb. 17. 

Abbott and Costello are repeating 
their b.o. punch, currently mopping 
up with their latest, ‘Ride "Em Cow- 
boy,’ at Rialto. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ rated 
raves from the critics and b.a is 
good at Mary Anderson. Stage play 
was here at Memorial Auditorium a 
few weeks ago and buildup is help- 
ing the pic. 














Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- | 
30-40)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA). Pair had good | 
week at Loew’s State, but indications 
are for medium take on moveover, 
probably $1,700. Last week, ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ | 
(20th), splendid $3,400 on return en- 
gagement. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Appointment Love’ (U)_ and 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th). Indicates 





shoppers Last _week, | 
(UA) and ‘Keep Flying’ 


‘Sundown’ 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- | 
30-40) —Bedtime Story’ (Col) and | 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), Opposish is pretty 
potent and this pair looks like weak 
entry; medium $7,000 Last week, 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Miss | 
Polly’ (Col), eight days, dandy 
$11,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). 


Pulling class trade; fine reviews, and | 
the kind of comedy that patrons are 
hungry for. House is taking care of 
all the trade possible with a small 


weeks. Current pace in- 
dicates socko $7,000. Last week, 
‘Through Night’ (WB) (2d wk), fine 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 15- 
30-40) —‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). Abboft and 
Costello aiming at high mark hit on 
previous showings. Should cop 
handsome $12,000. Last week, ‘Ba- 
hama Passage’ (Par) and ‘No Hands | 








Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; ) 


| 15-30-40 )—‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) | 


and ‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO). Mc- 
Laglen-Lowe in uniform are proving 
real b.o. pullers. Kids had holiday | 
Monday (16), with schools used for | 
registration, which helped b.o. Out- | 
look is for swell $4,500. Last week, | 
Night’ (Rep) and ‘Mexican 


SPORTS CLIP MEMPHIS; 
‘HELLZ’ WHAM $7,500 


Memphis, Feb. 17. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ at Malco, has little 
competish from other Main street 
houses this week, but outside oppo- 
sish is pretty heavy. 

Sports events, including Golden 
Gloves finals, Celtic-Oshkosh pro 
basketball series, and Perry-Kovacs 
tennis exhibition are among competi- 
tive drains. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) 2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB). Heavy ad 
campaign might get this weak sister 
over the $4,000 mark, but doubtful on 
adverse press. Last week, ‘Steel Sky’ 
(WB), $3,300, lucky at that. 


Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Looks to nifty 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par), $4,600, about as expected. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) (2d wk). Will be 
satisfied with probable $2,500 on h.o. 
Last week, $6,300, swell. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). Beery no 
great shakes here; might take weak 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ 
(M-G), $5,500, nice. 








‘HELLZ,” $19,000, NICE 
IN B’KLYN; H.0.s GOOD 


Brooklyn, Feb. 17, 

Two holdovers in downtown 
sector, Loew’s Metropolitan with 
‘Babes on Broadway’ and ‘Yank on 
Burma Road,’ and Fabian Para- 
mount with ‘All Through Night’ and 
‘Glamour Boy,’ are getting the biz. 
RKO Albee also strong with ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ and ‘Paris Calling.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Paris Call- 
ing’ (U). Nice $19,000. Last week, 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), okay $15,000. 

Fox (Fabian (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Bill Hickok’ (WB) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G). Satisfactory $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par) and ‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) (3d 





Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-| wk), good $12,000. 

33)—'Great Dictator’ (UA), re-run,| Met (Loew's) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
three days; ‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col),|—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
one day; ‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep),|‘Burma Road’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


three days. Three-way splitter cught 
to get Strand okay $1,600. st week, 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days: ‘Confessions of Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), one day; ‘Blondie 
or College’ (Col), one day; $1,500, 
good. 


‘Boots’ $10,000, Denver 
Best; “Mr. Bug’ N.S.H. 636 


Denver, Feb. 17. 
Considering the stormy weather 
business was good here over the 
weekend. Cessation of storm Mon- 
raed made things shape up even bet- 
er. 








Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Be- 


long to Me’ (Col), after a week at} 


Denver. Good $3,700. Last week, 
‘Corsican Bros. (UA), after Denver 
week, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). After a 
week at the Paramount, fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
and ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G), after 
Orpheum week, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Mr. Bug Goes Town’ (Par). 
Mild $6,500. Last week, ‘Bahama 
Passage’ (Par), oke at $5,000 on sec- 
ond week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Died with Boots On’ (WB). Solid 
$10,000 for single feature. Last week, 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Men in 
Life’ (Col), good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Kath- 
leen’ (M-G) (2d wk). Excellent $6,- 
500 for second sesh. Last week, 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Kath- 
leen’ (M-G), nice $11,700. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘In Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Call El- 


House Blues’ (U). 


Trim $2.200. Last | 


Healthy $20,000. 
rate $22,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—‘All Through Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Good $17,000. Last week, Bogart pic 
coupled with ‘Mr, and Mrs, North,’ 
fine $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘No Hands Clock’ (Par) and stage 
show with Mills Bros. and Bob 
Chester’s orch. Okay $8,000 for four 
days. Last week, ‘Honolulu Louw’ 
(Col) and McFarland Twins orch, 
fair $7,000. 


VALLEY, $12,000, 
MOPPING UP 
IN MPLS. 


Last week, first- 








Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 


Fine lineup of films has the b.o.s 
going at top speed. 

‘How Green Was My Valley,’ ‘ac- 
claimed on every hand, leads the 
procession. It’s comparatively closely 
followed by ‘Johnny Ex zer.’ Not en- 
tirely lost in the shuttle is ‘Inter- 
national Squadron.’ Both of the 
holdovers, ‘Sergeant York’ and ‘One 
Foot in Heaven,’ are in their third 
week and still going strong. 

Weather conditions are highly 
favorable and help, along with the 
power of the entertainment, to off- 
set the bad war news. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 

‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) and ‘Boston 





nine days. 


lerv Queen’ (Col). Nice $6,400. Last | Blackie’ (Col), first-runs. Good 
week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Steel | $1,500 in five days, Las’ week, ‘Steel 
Against Skv’ (WB). good $6,500. |Sky’ (WB) and ‘Moon Shoulder’ 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Corsi- | (20th), split with ‘Swamp Woman’ 
can Bros.’ (UA). after a week at each (PRC) and ‘Riders’ Borderline’ 
the Denver and Aladdin. and ‘Jail | (Par), all first-runs, good $2,500 in 

} 

| 


week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th), after 
a week at Denver and Aladdin. and 
‘Six Gun Gold’ (RKO), okay $2,000. 


Wings for Dead Enders 


Hollywood, 

Four Dead End Kids, 
life miserable for fifth columnists in 
serial, ‘Junior G-Men,’ 


Feb. 17. 


are climbing into the clouds to do| ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Cashing in 
the same thing in ‘Junior G-Men of | 2? cast names and merits. Nice 
Pie Ca RE ch OY" ; al $7,000. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA), 
the Air,’ a sequel to last year’s cliff- okav $8.000 
Kay D06,VU 

hanget State. (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-55) 

Henry MacRae produces, starting |‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) Review- 
Feb. 23. Kids are Billy Halop, Huntz|ers and public have gone overboard 
Hall. Gabriel Dell and Bernard Pun-|for this one. Big $12,000 looms. Last 
sley week, ‘York’ (WB) (2d wk), great 
— $10,400 on top of hefty $14,500 first 

; | week, 
TITLE CHANGES Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— | 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

‘Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird,’ became 
‘Private Snuffy Smith’ at Monogram. 

Republic switched from ‘Moon- 
struck’ to ‘Moonlight Serenade.’ 

‘Three’s a Crowd’ is release tag on 
‘The Gentlemen Misbehave’ at Co- 
lumbia. 

‘Nazi Agent’ is new handle on ‘Sa- 
lute to Courage’ at Metro. 

‘Mokey Delano’ reduced to ‘Mokey’ 
at Metro. 

‘Meet the Stewarts’ is release tag 
on ‘Something Borrowed’ at Colum- 
bia. 

‘Pal o’ Mine,’ at Renublic, now ti 
tled ‘Sunset On the Trail.’ 

‘Mexican Spitfire No. 3,’ at RKO, 


who made | 


Century (P-S) 
‘York’ (WB). 


|State after two 


(1,600; 40-44-55 )— 
Moved here 
tremendous weeks 
there and still going strong. Good 
| $4,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Choco- 
| late Soldier’ (M-G), good $5,200. 


from 


national Squadron’ (WB). Well 
| spotted in house catering to young- 





lsters. Nice $3,500 in prospect. Last 
| week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th), good 
| $4,200. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 


First nabe 
week, 
good 


‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
Fine $4,000. 
Purchase’ 


Last 
(Par), 


showing. 
‘Louisiana 
$3,600. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-45- 
55)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Continues to click and should 
reach healthy $2,000. Last week, 
fine $3,000 after nifty first week at 
Century. 





Loew-Lewin on Move 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Filming schedule on the Universal 
lot is so heavy that the Loew-Lewin 
unit has moved into rented space at 


became ‘Mexican Spitfire Sees 4@]/the RKO-Pathe studio in Culver 

CKO shifted Mrs. Lone | City 
RKO. shifte rom ‘Mrs. one yo oe ; = a le 
Trail Blazer.’ Next picture by Loew-Lewin i: 


Ranger’ to ‘Mrs. 


‘Klondike Victory’ changed to 


‘The Moon and Sixpence,’ for United 
Artists release. 





17-28) — | 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Inter- | 


|trict Attorney’ (Rep). 


Dumbo’ Bright $12,500 in Philly 
Opener; ‘Heart’ Plus ‘Vanities’ 186 5 


Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 

Holdovers hold the spotlight this 
week. Best returns are coming from 
second turn of ‘Woman of the Year,’ 
while ‘Son of Fury’ is in third sock 
week, 

Among the newcomers is ‘Dumbo,’ 
okay at the Aldine; ‘Wild Hickock 
Rides,” hearty at the Stanton, and 
‘Gentleman at Heart,’ fairish at 
vaudfilmer Earle, coupled with Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO). Getting most of 
its business during the afternoon, 
when the moppets come. Totalling 
about $12,500, good. Last week, 
‘Green Valley’ (20th), bowed out 
after six weeks with good $7,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO) (2d 
run), Fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G), solid $3,300 for 
second week of second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
Dropping a little, but still good $15,- 
000. Bow-in, great $21,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) with 
‘Vanities’ unit. Fairish $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) plus Bob 
Chester orch and Mischa Auer, fared 
worse with $17,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) (3d wk). Still 
plenty neat $12,000. Second week 
was fine $15,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Corsican’ (UA) (2d run). Check- 
ing in with nice $5,000. Last week, 
‘Through Night’ (WB), satisfactory 
$4,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Green Valley’ (UA) (2d run). Get- 
ting $4,400, not bad in view of long 
run at Aldine. Last week, second 
run of ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), n.s.h, 
$4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Helizapoppin’ (U) (2d wk). Bogging 
down for $9,000, after okay $16,000 
for opener. ‘Captains of Clouds’ 
(WB) opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Bill Hickock’ (WB). Action pix 
continue to lure customers here for 
bangup $8,000. Last week, ‘Bugle 
Calls’ (M-G), nifty $6,500 for hold- 
over sesh, 


‘FURY,’ $14,000; ‘HELLZ,” 
1356; GREAT IN PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 17. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ at RKO Albee, and 
‘Son of Fury,’ at Majestic, are zoom- 
|ing to big biz. ‘Shanghai Gesture’ is 
bright at Loew’s State, and ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ doing nice’y in second 
week at Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alhee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO). Hypoed by intense 
|campaign which had town papered 
four weeks before opening. Sailing 
to zowie $13,500 and sure holdover. 
|Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
|‘Date Falcon’ (RKO) (6th wk), nice 
| $5,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) 











(1,400: 28-39- 


50)—‘Man Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
| Against Sky’ (20th) (2d run). Paced 


lat steady $3,000. Last week, ‘Johnny 
| Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Cadets Parade’ 
| (Col) (2d run), nifty $4,009. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
i‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U) and vaude. 
| Looking for neat $6,500. Last week, 
‘Right to Heart’ (20th) and vaude, 


| good $6,800 


(Fay) (,200; 29-39-50)— 

(20th) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th). Great $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (20th), knockout 
$13,500 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Martha Raye and Chico Marx 
and his orchestra, and ‘Double 
Trouble’ (PRC). Stalled slightly by 
cold spell, but got fine $10,000 over 
weekend 

State (Loew) 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ 


Majestic 
‘Son Fury’ 


(3,200: 29-39-50)— 
(UA) and ‘Dis- 
Good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), nifty 
$13,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Pir) (2d wk). 
Looking for nice $6,000. Last week, 
fine $13,000. 


Prod. Hums at Col 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Three new pictures, added to five 
| already in work, will set a high pro- 
| duction peak at Columbia before the 
| end of February. 

| Newcomers on the shooting sched- 
| ule are ‘He Kissed the Bride,’ ‘Sweet- 
| heart of the Fleet’ and ‘Miss Sub- 
marine,” all of which will be shoot- 











| ing by Feb. 25. 
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3 New Vitagraph V.P.s; Walsh's WB 


Prairie Zone; Exchange Briefs 


Roy Haines, eastern Canadian sales- 
manager for Warner Bros.; Arthur 
Sachson, home-office sales executive, 
and Al Schwalberg, supervisor 
the company’s exchanges, have been 
elected vice-presidents of Vitagraph, 
Inc., the Warner sales 
General salesmanager Ben Kalmen- 
s60n is president of Vita. 





Walsh’s Prairie District 

The so-called Prairie District of 
Warner Bros. has been restored by 
Ben Kalmenson, general salesman- 
ager, with Hall Walsh, St. 
branch manager, placed in charge. 

As result of the appointment, 
Walsh will have charge of 
Omaha, St. Louis, Des Moines and 
Kansas City branches, while Rud 
Lohrenz, who formerly had these ex- 
changes in his district, will be re- 
stricted to Chicago, Indianapolis, 
Milwaukee and Minneapolis. 
cisco WB office, succeeds Walsh in 
charge of the branch at St. Louis. 





Par-Rickards-Nace Building 


Paramount, in association with 
Rickards-Nace, is building its first 
suburban house in Phoenix, Ariz., | 


@eal having been closed for the site. 

Circuit has five houses in Phoenix 
at present, while Harry Nace, part- 
ner of Paramount’s, has houses of 
his own in the Arizona territory. Par 
{s interested with Nace only in 
Phoenix and Tucson. 





F. & M.’s Realignments 
St. Louis, Feb. 17. 
Numerous changes made among 
managers of Fanchon & Marco and 
St. Louis Amus. Co. houses here. 
The biggest switch sends Harry 
Crawford from the Ambassador to 
the Missouri, replacing George Rix- 
nor, who has joined the U. S. Coast 
Guard service.- Henry Riegel, man- 
ager of the St. Louis, replaced Craw- 
ford, and Dick Fitzmaurice upped 
from second-run Granada to the St. 
uls, 
In the second-run and subsequent- 
run houses Robert Heinig has been 
named manager of the Granada: 


Dave Kinzler switched from the Lin- | 
dell to the Union; George Riegel from | 
relief manager to manager of Lindell: | 


Don Norling from West End to 
Shady Oak: Ray Parker from Shady 
Oak to Avalon: John Heflinger from 
Lafayette to West End: Howard Har- 
ris from Yale to Lafayette: Victor 
Tramel, treasurer, Missouri, to man- 
age Powhatan; Knute Broxton, from 


relief manager to manager of Yale. | 


and Beryl Carlew from assistant of 
the Lafayette to relief manager. 





Eddy Heads M. P. Club of Ia. 

Des Moines, Feb. 17. 
W. H. Eddy, exhibitor of Indianola, 
Ta., elected president of the newly 
so age Motion Picture Club of 
owa. The organization has been 
formed to assist the government in 
war work and in providing entertain- 


| ment 
of | Members 


subsidiary. | 
| Joe 


Louis | 


j}and 





| burgh, Mundstuk was member 





in the armed forces. 
booker for Warner 
secretary-treasurer. 
executive council 
Nevada, 


for men 
Ancher, 

elected 
of the 
P. Grossman, 


Joe 
Bi OS., 
are:—W. 
Theatres; 
Emil 

Des 


Blank, Tri-States 
Manfree, Paramount; 
Franke, manager of Orpheum, 
Moines, and H. E. 
Film Delivery. 

Sherman to New Haven 
Montreal, Feb. 17. 
Philip Sherman, manager Warner 


Myron 


to New Haven, Conn. 


the | here by I. Covil. 


Howard Knevels, formerly Famous- 


| ’ 
|Players manager of Loew’s 
|Imperial theatres here, appointed 
|manager Valley theatre, Toronto. 


| Knevels has been ill past six months, 


Al Ox- | 
toby, salesman from the San Fran- | 


Loew’s Reopens Norwich 

The Poli-Broadway, Norwich, 
Conn., an old house formerly under 
lease to Warner Bos. but given up 
by latter, has been rebuilt by Loew’s 
tomorrow (Thurs.) officially 
opens as another link in that circuit. 
Capacity has been lessened to a Httle 
under 1,000 seats and becomes one of 
the smallest seaters in the Loew 
chain. 





Johnson's Mpls. Berth 
Harold B. Johnson, formerly man- 
ager at Universal’s Minneapolis ex- 
change, made Omaha manager by 
William A. Scully, company’s sales 
chief. He succeeds William H. Sher- 
man, 





Anderson Vice Egberts 
Jersey City, Feb. 17. 


Arthur Egberts as assistant manager 
of Loew’s Jersey City theatre. An- 
derson was previously student-assist- 
ant at Loew’s here. Egberts is now 
manager of Loew’s White Plains 
(N. Y.) house, 
Mundstuk Switched 
Pitsburgh, Feb. 17. 

Jack Mundstuk, M-G salesman here 
for five years before being trans- 
ferred to Cleveland last summer, 
named city salesman in latter office, 
replacing Jack Sogg, upped to branch 
nanager with resignation of Frank 
D. Drew. Before coming to Pits- 
of 
Metro sales force in Cleveland, mov- 
ing up from head booker’s berth. 

M. Serventi transferred his Lib- 
erty, Sligo, Pa., to Joseph Troese, 
latter taking over the management 
last week. New owner had worked 
for Serventi since 1927. 

Jack Kohler, one-time head book- 
er for Columbia exchange here, has 
just joined Washington branch of 
PRC outfit as office manager. 

Lieut. Jerry Roth, manager of his 
father’s Penn here, has returned to 
the army and is stationed now at 
Camp Lee, Va. Over 28, he was re- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Ta.; | 
| Milton Goodman, Columbia Pictures; 


McKinney, Iowa | 


| usual 
| Bros. exchange this city, transferred | Maxine Garrison, femme columnist, 
Succeeded | and another in rebuttal by Chester 
| Smith, paper’s sports editor. 


and | Was 








‘Pitt Columnists Help 


Give ‘Woman’ a Break 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 
Stunt arranged by James Totman, 
WB advertising chief, and Scripps- 
Howard Press connection with 
‘Woman of the Year’ at Penn not 
only attracted a lot of attention but 
review of picture 





in 


also grabbed 1o1 


'twice the amount of space it would 


have ordinarily ccrralled. 

In film, Katharine Hepburn and 
Spencer Tracy play roles of a 
woman columnist and a sportswriter, 
so Totman got Kaspar Monahan, 
drama editor of Press, to pass up his 
notice in favor of one by 


Film 
screened for them couple of 
days before opening. They compared 
notes before their columns appeared 
or day after Penn preem. 


20TH-FOX SETTLES 





CHARLIE McCARTHY 





Charles FE. McCarthy, now in 
charge of publicity for the film divi- 
sion of the Office of Coordinator of 
Inter-American Relations, received a 
settlement from 20th-Fox under his 
unexpired contract with that com- 
pany which called for payment of 
six months’ salary up to March 1 
next. He was reported receiving 
$600 a week from 20th. 

Contract with 20th had 25 months 
to go when McCarthy left in Sep- 


|tember following disagreement over 
Alexander Anderson has replaced | 


authority with respect to all pub- 
licity-advertising-exploitation mat- 
ters, 





Rep’s Mag Tieup To 
Plug ‘Spy Smasher’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Republic has tied up with Fawcett 
Publications for an 
angle on the serial, ‘Spy Smasher.’ 
The serial is taken from a cartoon 
published by Fawcett. 

In recent issues of Whiz Comics 
and Spy Smasher Comics, two of the 


publishing firm’s biggest sellers, 
coupons have been placed which 


youngsters fill out, giving the name 
of the house they usually attend and 
their home address. This informa- 
tion is being turned over to individ- 
ual exhibitors, who will have a 
ready-made mailing list for advertis- 
ing purposes when the serial is re- 
leased. Fawcett has 30 field men 
who are working with 700 magazine 
distributors and exhibitors through- 
out the country. 








—_— 











Stomping the Stamps 





St. Louis, Feb. 17. 

A novel manner to accelerate 
the sale of defense stamps has 
been cooked up by J. R. Me- 
Cullough, manager of the Bala- 
ban & Katz-operated Majestic, 
East St. Louis. A huge jukebox 
has been placed in the theatre 
lobby and the instrument may 
be played with dimes and quar- 
ters. Each customer who plays 
the box receives stamps equiva- 
lent to the sum placed in the 
box. 

Brisk sale of stamps since the 
box was installed. 


SEADLER’S PLAN TO COP 











Si (Metro). Seadler almcst stole a 
gag on Monroe (UA) Greenthal’s 


‘Mr. V Is Coming’ campaign, except- 
ing that the competitive pictures 
didn't quite jell. 

Seadler was going to place sub- 
way cards, etc., right next to the 
UA ‘Mr. V’ campaign, adding, ‘Yes, 
and it’s already here—The Vanish- 
ing Virginian.’ Latter film hasn't 
opened as yet on Broadway. 


Pete Mack Ribs ‘Hellz’ 
For Much Det. Space 


Detroit, Feb. 17. 

A crackpot jackpot of press agentry 
broke loose here this week, when a 
phony press agent mixed with the 
regular ‘Hellzanoppin’’ representa- 
tive and the Fox theatre’s drum- 
beater to harass the press into plenty 
of attention. Stunt was so successful 
Milt Crandall, Universal praise 
agent, probably will keep it going in 
subsequent rounds. 











exploitation | 


Series of gags on the press were 
launched through Pete Mack, former 
vaude agent and now a pro-ribber, 


| who in the guise of a press agent 


visited the newspapers with art, 
| stories and three chickens. Feigning 
deafness and talking in several 
‘double talk’ languages, 


ers, all trying to figure out what he 
wanted Stunt created so many 
laughs that Crandall and Harry Rem- 
ington, the Fox’s regular. press 
agent, followed up with a series of 
other odd characters, ranging from 
Daniel Boone to King Lear, to sell 
the picture. 


Greenthal’s Coast Hop 
Monroe Geeenthal trained-planed 


day (16) night in an effort to be at 
the press preview of ‘To Be or Not 


on the advertising campaign for the 
reissue of Charles Chaplin’s ‘Gold 
Rush.” 

‘Gold Rush’ is slated for release 
in April, but will be given a pre- 
release run in Montreal, probably 
in about two weeks, to test the ad 
campaign. Greenthal expects. to 
have details worked out by the 
weekend and be back in New York 
by Monday (23). 


A Ripley Coincidence 


Hints by radio commentators that 





saboteurs may have planted gasoline 
in fire extinguisher tanks aboard the 
Normandie strangely coincides with 
the script for ‘Saboieur,’ finished 
about two months ago. 

This calls for Robert Cummings’ 


| pal, in the picture, to use a fire ex- 

| tinguisher in putting out a factory 

blaze, only to find gasoline planted 

in it instead of the extinguisher 

chemicals. 

STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Edward H. Griffith bought ‘My 
Love for Byron,’ by Daniel Mather 
British aviator, recently killea. 

Joseph McDonough took a 30-day 
option on Benjamin Othman’s war 
en eee Sailing.’ 

acquired screen ri 
‘Behold the Bridegroom,’ lage con 
oy George Kelly. 

Ed Gross purchased ‘My Wife Has 
Joined the Army,’ by Bradbury 
Foote, for independent production, » 

Robert Buckner sold his historical 
short, ‘America’s Greatest Soldier,’ 
to Warners, 

Republic bought ‘Swing It Sister,’ 
by Henry Moritz and Roy Golden. 





‘V’ CAMPAIGN FAILS 








with managing editors, rewritemen, | : , 
society eds, movie crix and report- | who, in turn, was presented with a 
: | medal. 





| to 


} : 

| to Be’ last night (Tuesday) and at | 
the three-theatre preem in Los 
Angeles tomorrow (Thurs.). United | 


Artists pub-ad chief will also confab | 


i themselves a 








P. A. CREATES 
TIP ‘EM WITH 
U.S. STAMPS 


Milwaukee, Feb. 17. 
After Louis Orlove, exploiteer for 
M-G, tried out the idea of giving out 
defense stamps for tips, Sam Shur- 
man, manager of the Milwaukee ex- 
change, was so hopped up over the 
plan and its possibilities that M-G 
reps throughout the United States 
are being urged to adopt the idea. 
There is nothing exclusive about 
the plan and other local exchanges 
have taken it up with surprising re- 
sults, not only in building good will, 
but really running into real money 
for patriotic purposes. 


WB PUTS SOME S. A. 
INTO ‘CLOUDS’ BALLY 


A major promotional stunt for a 
picture employing men of the armed 
forces was put on by Warner Bros, 
in inviting 200 members of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, plus officers, to 
attend the premiere Thursday night 
(12) of ‘Captains of the Clouds’ at 
the Astor, N. Y. Air Marshall L. C. 
Breadner, chief of the RCAF, headed 
the list of officers. 

WB stood most of the expense of 
having the RCAF men down for the 
colorfully-military preem. On the 
night of the ‘Clouds’ opening, WB 
had 200 Powers models in seats that 
were roped off. They were seated 
two seats apart from each other, 
with each of the RCAF men thus sit- 
ting next to one of the models who 
became their date for the evening. 

This included at the party thrown 
after the premiere at the Starlight 
Roof of the Waldorf, with Warners 
promoting entertainers from night 
clubs and elsewhere. 

A luncheon was held the day of 








he tangled |the preem and the RCAF members 


were received by Mayor LaGuardia 





East Also Decides To 
Avoid Preem Conflicts 


Copying the plan of Coast studios 
to avoid conflicts in dates of preems, 
previews and press parties, eastern 
publicity directors last week decided 
notify a central source in the 
future of the dates of these events. 


to the Coast from New York Mon- | Cooperative move is being worked 


out in the framework of the United 


Motion Picture Industry, recently- 
formed organization for industry 
unity. 

Action was decided on at one of 


the weekly meetings now being held 
by the New York ad and publicity 
directors, whko have constituted 
committee in UMPI. 
Dates will be reported to the com- 
mittee’s secretary. An exec 
tary is to be named later 


While It’s Still News 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
To take advantage of its front-page 





| value, ‘Secret Agent of Japan’ will be 
| pre-released by 20th-Fox along the 


coast as soon as the prints are ready. 
| Original date for national release 1s 
March 27. 

Recording of the picture is being 
rushed with an additional budget of 
$12,000 for Oriental music arrange- 
|ments. There is an added appropri- 


ation for quick exploitation. 


Ballyhooing U. S. Pix 

Publicity men to handle Govern- 
ment pictures are being appointed 
for every one of the 31 exchange 
centers in the U. S. 

Exploitation men will be under 
the direction of the Publicity Di- 
vision (of the War Activities Com- 
mittee) headed by Monroe Green- 
thal. 





Wynn’s Disney Contact 


Ted Wynn, handling RKO exploi- 
tation in Albany and Buffalo terrti- 
tories, is being brought into the 
home office as direct contact man 
between Walt Disney office and 
RKO. 

He stays in New York to handle 
‘Fantasia,’ later returning to Albany. 
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SPENCER TRACY 
KATHARINE HEPBURN 


“WOMAN OF THE YEAR” 
A GEORGE STEVENS Production 


with Fay Bainter * Reginaid Owen ¢ Original Screen Play by Ring ry 
Lardner, Jr. and Michael Kanin © Direcied by GEORGE STEVENS © Pro- : 
‘duced by JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ * A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture a, \ me 
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US. Film Companies, Soviet Negotiate 
Product Deal: Yanks See Good Market 


Distinct trend towards sending 
much more feature product to Rus- | 
sia, and likelihood that the Soviet 
Union may develop into a sizable 
market, is seen in recent negotia- | 
tions between U. S. major film com- 
panies in N. Y. and representatives 
of the official Russian trading 
agency. 


With Russia as an American ally, 


evidences in recent weeks point to | 


a completely changed attitude by 


towards | 





PRATCHETT LEAVES N.Y. 


‘FOR SO. AMERICAN TREK 





A. L. Pratchett, Paramount's Latin- | 
| American sales chief, left for Mexico | 
| City, where he headquarters, and an 
‘extended trip through his territoy 
jover the weekend. He had been in 
'N. ¥. for conferences with John W. 


| Hicks, Jr.. foreign sales manager, and 
'on personal business. 

| Pratchett's inspection tour will ex- 
ltend all through South America. 





many American companies 
Russia as a product outlet. While 
several small product deals were 
made by major companies about a 
year ago, the Russo yi Pre for 
American films still was just a minor 
affair. 

Two factors apparently have 
worked towards msking the Soviet 


an improved market as far as U. S. 
films are concerned. One is that 
the old problem of having to screen 


pictures in Moscow for Soviet ex- 
ecutive approval is being swept 


aside. Pictures currently are being 
screened in N. Y. Other is that 
Russ trading company Teps have 
displayed willingness to pay in 
American dollars in U. S. as well as 
a general aptitude towards meeting 
American terms. 

Another factor in the switch on 
U. S.-Russo picture relations is the 
increased demand for American | 
product by the Russian populace. 


With millions of American dollars | 


pouring into Russia for its defense, 
the Soviet 
tedly is cognizant 
interest in anything 
America. Films are the forerunners | 
in the new trend. Yen to learn more 
about Yank life and institutions has 
been on upbeat ever 
U. S. bomber 
cow. 

Thus far, foreign managers in N. Y. 
claim that only certain types of 
screen productions are suited for the 
Russian market, as judged by trad- | 
ing reps. However, with some 500 | 
features and almost as many 
annually to pick from, plus a big 
backlog of older films extending over 
several years, product deals on a 
much vaster ‘scale than heretofore | 
seem certain. To date, it is largely | 
a matter of screening the suitable | 
product and arriving at satisfactory 
terms. 


of much greater 





film commission admit- | 


concerning | 


since the first | 
planes landed in Mos- | 


shorts | 


ELCOCK IN BID 
FOR STOLL LOOP 


London, Feb. 17. 

Latest bidder for the Stoll circuit 
is George Elcock, who helped found 
ithe Odeon chain of theatres. El- 
_ cock resigned his Odeon director- 
| ship upon the death of Oscar Deutsch, 
Odeon head, when offered the joint 
managing directorship. He felt that 
he was entitled to the solo honor. 
| Eleock is constantly in talks with 
the chairman of the Stoll theatres. 
Latter was appointed apparently 
only temporarily to look after the 
| Stoll family interests after the death 
| of Sir Oswald Stoll. 
| Elcock wants the Stoll 
the nucleus of a new circuit which 
he is forming. It would comprise 
| 100 treatres, 
ing Society, 
behind the 








backers of the Odeon, 
scheme. 


Cammack Goes Dixie 


| Ben Y. Cammack, former South 
| American supervisor for RKO, has| 
been named by the company as man- 
ager of the southwestern district of | 
the United States. He’ll headquarter 
| in Dallas. 
| fective Monday (16). 

Cammack most recently was RKO 
manager for Argentina, Uruguay and | 





chain as 


with the Halifax Build- | 


Appointment became ef-| 





Stodels Celebrate 


Cape Town, Jan. 18. 
Harry J. Stodel, pioneer South 
African showman, and his wife cele- 
| brated their golden wedding anni- 
| versary Dec. 28 at their home, here. 
Couple wedded 1891 in Johannes- 
burg when it was a mining camp. 
| Stodel was Cape Town branch 
manager for African Consolidated 
geo for several years, retiring 
in when his son, Jack, took 
| over "aa position. 


M-G Uses Frozen Coin 
To Buy Theatre From 
| Fullers in Melbourne 


Sydney, Feb. 17. 
Metro has purchased the St. James 








theatre, Melbourne, from the Sir 
Ben Fuller interests, it’s reported 
here. The house was leased to 


Metro, formerly being known as the 
Apollo when it served as a topflight 
spot for the Fullers. 

Metro recently bought the St. 
James, Sydney, from John Fuller. 
These two recent deals indicate that 
the American film company is sink- 
ing funds frozen here into theatre 
ownership rather than continue 
leasing theatres. 





Loretta Young in ‘Men’ 
Okay $3,000 in Havana 


Havana, Feb. 10. 

‘Romance Musical,’ Cuban film af 
‘the America theatre, led the fleld 
| here last week, grossing about $4,000 
| with the help of Pedro Vargas, Mexi- 
'can tenor, who made personal ap- 
| pearances the entire week. A good 
showing was made by ‘Men in Her 
| Life’ (Col), starring Loretta Young, 
at the Fausto, where it did approxi- 
mately $3,000 after having played a 
week at the Encanto. 











‘No Time’ ‘Quits London 


| London, Jan. 17. 
| Actor Rex Harrison has joined the 
| RAF. 

As a consequence ‘No Time for 


| 


Comedy’ ended its long run at the 
Haymarket. 





4 More Mex. Cinemas 
Mexico City, Feb. 17. 
Four more cinemas are skedded to 


Actor Ian McLaren now a fiight| Paraguay and had also served the | open here soon, bringing the number 


lieutenant in the RAF. 


company in Africa. 


lof such active centers to 73. 








= 

















5 THEATRES BOMBED 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg, Jan. 13. 

Five cinemas in Pretoria were at- 
tacked by hoodlums using incen- 
diary bombs and fire alarms, causing 
some damage. A panic was pre- 
vented in all theatres by prompt 
action of house staffs. 

The five spots were attacked al- 
most simultaneously, and other at- 
tempts to wreck theatres are re- 
ported in scattered spots throughout 
main South African cities. Nobody 
Was arrested. 


WB, HOYTS IN 
PRODUCT DEAL 


_—s 








Warners has made a short-term 
product deal in New York whereby 
Hoyts circuit in Australia will use 


its pictures. Understood that the 
pact is experimental. It’s the big- 
gest sales deal Warner has made in 
Australia since its long-term con- 
tract with Hoyts was concluded last 
fall. 

New product arrangement is re- 


now available in Australia, both par- 
ties feeling that this was the only 
feasible plan presently because of 
war conditions and difficulty in get- 
ting new product to that country. 
Understood that Hoyts circuit need- 
ed the additional pictures and War- 
lner was seeking additional outlets 
| in Australia. 








DRAGON’ NEAT $6,200 
AS BUENOS AIRES PACER 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 10. 
Three outstanding grossers marked 
film boxoffice picture here during 
the past week, while the rest of the 





firstrunners continued in the 
hot-weather doldrums. ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKO) at the Opera boxed 


a clicko 25,000 pesos (approximately 
$6,200) partly because of its own 
draw and partly because of local 
interest in Walt Disney, whose re- 
cent p.a. here hypoed interest in 
everything relating to his cartoon 
factory. ‘Appointment for Love’ (U) 
| and second week of ‘Suspicion’ 
| (RKO) also went hese the mone 





| Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
|gentine pesos, pollo at about 
24c. follow: 

Ambassador (Lautarat and Ca- 


vallo) (1,400; 


the Tropics’ (WB). Nothing par- 
ticularly to recommend this one, 
6,000 pesos shows it. Last week. 
third stanza of ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), 
got a fair 5,000 pesos. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50)—‘Ap- 
pointment for Love’ (U). Hefty 21,- 


000 pesos on the opener indicates 
this one will have an extended run. 
Last week, fourth stanza of ‘Lydia,’ 
box an all-time low of 4,000 pesos 
for the theatre. 
|} Rex (Cordero, Caballo and Lauta- 





| ret) (8,305; 2.50-2)—The Penalty’ 
| (M-G). Nish. 10,000 pesos. Last 
|} week, ‘People Vs. Dr. Kildare’ 
| (M-G), off. 

| Normandie (Lococo) (1,400: 2-1.50) 
—Blood and Sand’ (20th). Still Z0- 


| ing: 10,000 pesos for the second week 
of the second run ain’t hay. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2-50-2)— 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Socko 
25,000 pesos. Last week, ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ (Col), did nice 18.000 
RPesos. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
a 863; 2.50-2)—‘Dark Command’ 
(Rep). Weak 4,000 pesos. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00 and 
2.50)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Excellent 
16,000 on second week after smash 
23,000 the first indicates this one is 
set for a long run. 





50G for War Fund 


Johannesburg, Jan. 13. 
Mrs, I. W. Schlesinger, wife of the 
South African Theatres head, raised 
, 18,000 pounds (over $50,000) for the 
‘South African Gifts and Comforts 
Fund for Allied troops. 
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ported to cover only Warner pictures 
| geles, 





Oiling Red- Tass Machinery to Hasten 
Export Facilities of American Films 


+ 


With the old 1917 Trading-With- 
the-Enemy Act in operation, Car] 
Milliken, Hays office foreign man- 
ager, acting for the film busi.ess, 
hopes to smooth out several moot 
points in. connection with the cus- 
toms department censorship when 
he is in Washington this week. Me- 
chanics of this censoring on all mo- 
tion pictures leaving and entering 
the country likely will be crystalized 
while he is in the nation’s capital 
because such routine is of utmost 
importance to the industry's ship- 
ments of films to the foreign market. 

Not known thus far what is to be 
done regarding setting fixed rules 
for those inspecting motion pictures, 
but understood that the trade favors 
a definite set of regulations if the 
censorship is to be as strict as im- 
plied. This would eliminate leaving 
the customs censorship to chance be- 
sides informing producers in ad- 
vance on what is okay and what is 
taboo. Reported that there is some 
anxiety over customs inspection if 
it is to be left to some individual in- 
spector’s judgment because of the 
broad phraseology of the Act. One 
stipulation is that anything detri- 
mental to the U.S. must be elimi- 
nated. Such regulation in the hands 
of industry executives familiar with 
censorship for the foreign market in 
years past might work out satisfac- 
torily but exact rules would be pre- 
ferred, 

As stated in ‘Variety’ last week, 
arrangements have been made to 
have the customs department look at 
prints in New York and in Los An- 
rather than at the border 
where facilities for screening are not 
as good. 

Mechanics of Inspection 
inspection still are 
out for final okay. 
Two details are vital to the indus- 
try. One is that of obtaining cer 
cation on duplicate prints after 
original or single One has been in- 
spected. The other is to get ap- 
proval of a system whereby a posi- 


Mechanics of 
being worked 


tifi- 
the 


tive print (used in the theatre) can 
be inspected and the original or 
dupe negative of the master print 
then okayed for shipment. This is 
essential for shipments to such coun- 
tries as Great Britain and Ausiralia, 
where positive prints are made up 


in laboratories in those lands from 

the original negative shipped in. 
Reported in New York that sev- 

eral pictures are awaiting approval 


on the Coast, indicating that there 
{has been some delay in getting 
|prints inspected and certified for 
shipment. However, customs depart- 
ment officials have been told to ex- 
pedite all inspection work because 


2.50-2 pesos)—‘Law of | 


delay in making a boat during war- 
times may mean a delay of 
or more in 


a month 


getting product to the 
foreign market. 

Speed is particularly pre-requisite 
on newsreels on which the time ele- 
ment is vital. 

Industry officials have expressed 
no opinions on the why and where- 
| fore of the 1917 Act or why it {is 


being enforced. They are just going 
ahead, complying with it and hoping 
to meet requirements laid down 
Unofficially it is stated that the 
1917 Act has been invoked in hopes 
of plugging any possible loophole 
through which subversive elements 
might hope to get across some un- 
favorable mention of the U.S. or re- 


veal natienal secrets. While admit- 
ting such ‘is a possibility, as viewed 
| by the Government, those in the 
trade hardly think it possible afte 
previous Army and Navy ce! 
| ship. 

Additional information as to the 
sweeping extent of the U. S. cu 


| motion pictures leaving or 


| every company 


| confab to 
| problems. 





toms department censorship on al! 
entering 
this country was given major con 

pany foreign managers Monday (16) 
by Carl Milliken, foreign manage: 
of the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Assn. 

Censorship biockade laid down by 
the Federal customs department will 
mean setting up of supervision by 
in numerous sepa- 
rate departments. The customs in- 
spection will cover advertising 
matter, mats, stills, all publicity. 
scripts, ete. Collector of the Port 
at Los Angeles also attended the 
outline some additional 





16 Mm. Mex. Filmer 
Mexico City, Feb. 17. 
The first exclusively 16-mm filmer 


| here is soon to be inaugurated in the 


| heart of the downtown belt. 
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Created to help you thunder to your 
patrons the triumphant filming of Jack 


_London’s immortal story of fist-lashing 
adventure and heart-stabbing level 
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Michigan Variety Club Honors 12 
Local Picture Pioneers This Week 





Detroit, Feb. 17. 


Close to 350 years in show biz is 
going to be honored by the Variety 
Club of Michigan, which on Feb. 19 
will start off the first annual ‘Pio- 
neers Banquet,’ which each year will 
honor veteran showmen of the state. 
Twelve have been selected to take 
the bows this year by the club, which 
recently changed its setup from be- 


ing strictly Detrcit to a state-wide 
basis. 

James J. Walker, former N. Y. 
mayor, will be the toastmaster, and 
Senator Claude Pepper will be the 


principal speaker for the first of the 
annual ‘honoring’ bariquets. 

Those singled out for the honors, 
none of whom has had less than 25 
years in the theatre business and 
most closer to the 30 mark, are Paul 
Schlossman, circuit owner in Mus- 
kegon, Mich.; Bob Peltier, Mt. Clem- 
ens theatre owner; Ray Branch, 
president of Allied Theatres; Ollie 
Brooks, of the Butterfield chain; Ed 
Kirchner, manager of the Family; 
Fred DeLodder, president 
operative Theatres; Ed Beatty, head 
of the Butterfield chain: Jim Ritter, 
owner of the Rialto, Detroit; Harlan 
Starr, associated with Monogram in 
Detroit; Glenn Cross, out-State the- 
atre owner; Tom Ealand, owner of 
the Ferndale, and Jacob Stocker, 
Detroit theatre owner. 

Each year the honored guest posts 
will be rotated among the older men 
in show business in Michigan. The 
tag for the banquet in the Hotel 
Book-Cadillac has been set at $7.50 
per person, will be open to the pub- 
lic, and proceeds will go to the or- 
ganization’s charity fund. 


Variety Clubs’ Hollywood 
Convention Blacked Out 


Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 
Wartime conditions on the Coast 
caused cancellation of the annual 
convention of Variety Clubs, origi- 
nally scheduled here around May 20. 
Veto on the 1942 meeting was recom- 





of Co-| 


:mended by Los Angeles Tent 25 
after a conference with military 
authorities. 

Instead of the annual convention, 


Variety Clubs will devote their time | 


to organizing new tents throughout 
the country. 





lover responsibility for the selling 
'drive on Defense saving stamps and 
|bonds in Southern California thea- 
tres. 

| Assignment was accepted by Dave 
| Bershon, chairman of a special corn- 
|mittee named by Variety club, after 
|a conference with Howard D. Mills, 
|Southern California administrator 
‘for the Treasury Department De- 
|fense Savings Committee. Bershon 
jis appointing a committee consisting 
|of two representatives of theatre cir- 
‘cuits and two of independent ex- 
hibitors. 





Chi’s Tent No. 26 

Chicago, Feb. 17. 
After several attempts in the past, 
| it appears that the Variety Club will 
| finally get started in Chicago, with 
a franchise meeting having been ob- 
tained for Tent No. 26 for Chicago. 
John Harris thus acknowledged the 
request for franchise from Henri 
Elman, veteran indie film distributor 
of Chicago. 

Some 20 top showmen of Chicago 
are being contacted to serve as char- 
ter members. These include John 
Balaban, Jack Kirsch, Ed Silverman, 
James Coston, Emil Stern, Aaron 
Jones, Harold Costello, Tom Gorman, 
Frank Smith, Clyde Eckhardt, Allen 
Usher, Arthur Schoenstadt. 





Increased Omaha Membership 

Making a big play for mass mem- 
bership by reducing the fee to $6 a 
year, Omaha Variety Club has just 
completed reorganization which lets 


in everybody in the local show 
business—film men, theatre em- 
ployees, musicians, etc. In a sud- 


den spurt of activity the Omaha Tent 
has added over 50 new members. 





Local Variety Club, Tent 25, took | 


Reeelect Same Quiet 
| Memphis Censor Bd. 


| 
} 
| 





Memphis, Feb. 17. 

| City fathers have voted to con- 
tinue same censor board for another 
‘year. Re-elected recently (3) were 
Lloyd T. Binford, retired insurance 
man and church leader, chairman; 
Mrs. Madeleine V. Smith, prominent 
young divorce attorney, and Mrs. 
W. H. Fisher, Parent-Teacher As- 
| sociation official. 

| Trio, in office past several years, 
' was virtually inactive in 1941 ex- 
| cept to ask for advance screening 
| and give clean bill of health on 
| Garbo’s ‘Two Faced Woman.’ Chair- 
' man Binford once drew ire of Lunts 
by announcing, after ‘Idiot's De- 
| light’ had played here without his 
attendance, that in future he would 
demand scripts on all Lunt shows 
in advance. Lapsed into silence 
following subsequent horse laugh 
and board remained dormant there- 
after for two years, though still on 
public payroll at $30 monthly for 
chairman and $20 apiece for each 
of his colleagues. 





Johnson’s Testimony 





Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 
Testifying in his $1,670,500 con- 
spiracy charges against the Minne- 
soto Amusement Co. (Paramount 
circuit), the independent Welworth 
circuit and Minneapolis major dis- 
tributors, Art Johnson, Sioux Falls, 
S. D., independent exhibitor, in Fed- 
eral court told of inability to ob- 

tain product for his two theatres. 
He claims the defendants con- 

spired to keep it away from him. 





Omaha was in previous years one of 
the most active Tents. 

New officers are D. V. McLucas, 
United Artists branch manager, 
chief barker; C. W. Allen, RKO, as- 
sistant: S. J. Francis, Monogram, sec- 
ond assistant; M. L. Stern, PRC, 
treasurer, and Edward Shafton, at- 
jtorney, secretary. Directors are 
| Frank Hannon, WB; M. G. Rogers, 
| Film Transport; Joe Kinsky, Tri- 
| States district manager; Joe Jacobs, 
Columbia; R. T. Ballantyne. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: _M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W— Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical, 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 Cc 83 L. Young-F. March 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 Ww 55 B.Jones-T, McCoy 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD 9% 8B. Hope-V. Zorina 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 95 K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
Remember the Day (20th) 9/24 D 8 C. Colbert-J. Payne 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 120 W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 
Helizapoppin (U) 9/24 C 82 Olsen and Johnson 

The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) cD C. Chaplin 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 12/3 Cc 7 J. Durante 

Died With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 E. Flynn-O. De Havilland 





——_ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 W 58 B. Elliott-T. Ritter 
Freckles Comes Home - (Mono) Cc J. Downs-G. Storn 
Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 CD 4 G. Garbo-M. Douglas 


Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M_ 82% J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
Babes on Broadway (M-G) 12/3 M 121 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 WwW 64 T. Holt-M. Douglas 

Den’t Get Personal (U) 12/31 C 60 4H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 








Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 12/10 M_ 89 C. Morris-H. Hilliard 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) c W. Ford-T. Wing 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Ball of Fire (RKO) 12/3 D 110 B. Stanwyck-G. Cooper 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 12/31 D 68 J. Blondell_J. Wayne 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 9/24 M 74 L, Nolan-H. Reynolds 
Jail House Blues (U) U N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
All Through the Night (WB) 12/3 M 107 = §6H. Bogart-C. Veidt 





WEEK. OF RELEASE—1/16/42 





West of Tombstone (Col) 








w Cc. Starret-R. 

Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 12/17 C 68 G. Allen-W. — 
Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) Cc 67 E. Kennedy-B. Duncan 
Pardon My Stripes (Rep) C 67 H. Henry-S. Ryan 
Man From Cheyenne (Rep) 1/28 W 60 R. Rogers-B. Hayes 
Date With The Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Gentleman at Heart (20th) 1/7 D 67 C. Romero-C. Landis 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 93 R. Scott-E. Bergner 
Shangai Gesture (UA) 12/24 D 97 G. Tierney-W. Huston 

WEEK OF RELEASE 1/23/42 ] 
Cadets on Parade (Col) M F. Bar - 
Man From Headquarters (Mono) D F. pe meet gt Be a 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 R. Russell-W. Pidgeon 
Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 cD 3% J. McCrea-V. Lake 
Woman of the Year (M-G) 1/14 C 112 §. Tracy-K. Hepburn 
Cowboy Serenade (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 C 67 R. Bolger-A. Shirley 
Right to the Heart (20th) 1/14 D 71 B. Joyce-C. Wilde 
North of the Klordike (U) M B. Crawford-L. Chaney 
Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 1/7 Cc 2 B. Davis-M. Wooley 











WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 


A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) 


M Ww. - i 
Below The Border (Mono) w B. pes a a 
Yank On the Burma Read (M-G) 1/14 RD 65 L. Day-B. Nelson 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 8v J. Carroll-E. O’Brien 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 98 T. Power-G. Tierney 
a = wii? ¥) (Uv) 1/14 C 74 €E. Albert 

win Beds Cc 7. 

Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 2/11 w 82 S ae 


G. Bennett-B. Cabot 
WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 ‘ 














The Man Who Returned to Life (Col) D J. Howard-L. Ford 

Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 9% UL. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) M. Moreland ; 
Valley of the Sun (RKO) _ 1/14 D 7 L. Ball-J. Craig 

Young America (20th) 1/7 C 7% J. Withers-W. Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 6 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 
Sons of the Sea (WB) M M. Redgrave-V. Hobson 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD % J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) M J. Howard-M. Lindsay 








WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42. 











Our Russian Front (Artkino) 2/18 40 (Documentary) 

‘| The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 D 93 M. Dietrich-F. MacMurray 
Blondie Goes to College (Col) 2/i1 C 74 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Born to Sing (M-G) _ 1/21 MU 82 V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Western Male (Mono) w Tom Keene 
Mr. Bug Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 81 (Cartoon) 

Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 82 M. Carroll-S. Hayden 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 2/4 M 69 J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) w J. Mack Brown-F. Knight 
Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 C 66 V. McLaglen-E. Lowe 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 w 64 T. Holt-R. Whitney 
Lady in Distress (Times) 2/18 M 62 M. Redgrave-S. Gray 
Mister V (UA) 7/9 M 120 L. Howard-M. Morris 
Dangerously They Lived (WB) M J. Garfield-R. Hussey 


oe _WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 
Shut My Big Mouth (Col) , em 4 we 





Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 M 196 R. Tayor-L 

Mr. Wise Guy (Mone) M 170 East Side —" 

Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 D 93 M. Morgan-P. Henreid 
Roxy Hart (20th) 2/4 D 72 G.Rogers-A. Menjou 
What’s Cookin’, Soldier? (U) MU G. Jean-Andrews Sis 
Captains of the Clouds (WB 1/21 M 113 J. Cagney-D. Morgan 








WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 








Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) M G. Ford-C. Trevor 
Rock River Renegades (Mono) Ww ae 
Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 2/4 M 61 S. Toler-A. Whelan 
The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) M U. Merkel-C. Dodd 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 
Arizona Roundup (Mono) __ maa 








w T. Keene —— 
MU 








Sing Your Worries Away (RKO) 1/7 71 +B. Lahre-J 
. J e < 2-~J. Hav 
Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 M 67 L. Barri-M ashes 
Ghost of Frankenstein (U) M L. Chaney-E. Ankers 
To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 Cc 99 J. Benny-C. Lombard 
em Scars (WB) M R. Toomey-A. Longmire 
Sleepy Time Gal (Rep) Cc J. Canova-T. Brown 
Stagecoach Express (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 oy 
Lawless Plainsman (Col) Ww Cc. 8 a Ly de 
Man With Two Lives (Mono) M E. eek kaeen 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) D J. Cotton-D. Costello 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 MU 73 B. Grable-V. Mature 
Frisco Lil (U) 2/18 M 60 I. Hervey-K. Taylor 
Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) Ww G. Autry — 
Yokel Boy (Rep) c A. Dekker-J. Davis 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 








Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 S. Temple-H. Marshall 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 RD 69 C. Landis-G. Montgomery 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 ¥F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 M 62 W. Gargan-J. Clyde 

The Bugte Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D 101 W. Beery-M. Main 

Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 W 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 Ww 358 T. Holt-F. Neal 

Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 M 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 

The Fieets In (Par) 1/21 MU 90 D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 74 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 77 P. Goddard-R. Milland 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 M 71 A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
The Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 C 94 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
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Black Sheep of Whitehall, 


jenly interrupted by an official | 
suening 12 with the real professor. | 
Only it isn’t the genuine man of| 
learning but a Nazi agent substitut- | 
ing to gum up a projected pact be- | 
tween Britain and South America by | 
advising wrong tactics. The real | 
Professor Davis has been discreetly | 
kidnapped at the dock and impris- | 
oned in a country sanatorium. The | 
bonehead correspondence professor | 
and his pupil dash off hot on clues, | 
assume various disguises and land 1n | 
the nursing home as patient and 
nurse, rescue the prisoner and drag 
him back to town, trailing in a bath | 
chair attached to a ramsheckle car. 
Here the oid Keystone technique 
runs riot, with Hay still in nurse’s 
uniform, careening wildly through 
traffic, upsetting carts, etc., to arrive 
in time to prevent the phoney sig- 
nature on a vital document. 
A funny idea, reminiscent of a 
Chaplin touch, is the method em- 
ployed by the sleuths to delay the} 
signing of the agreement until their | 
unmasking of the plot. They phone 
some street musician pals to stand 
outside the Ministry and play very 
loudly and slowly the national an- 
them of each country, compelling 
each representative in turn to rise, | 
while the others follow suit out of 
respect, thus putting off the actual 
signing of the pact. 
Many good old-timers of legit 
bring good character performances 
to support the star in his usual stage 
and screen characterization. A little 
more subtlety and less slapstick 
would have balanced this one more 
evenly. Still, the kids will like it, 
especially the fadeout, where the dud 
schoolmaster, promised a ‘high’ posi- 
tion in the Ministry, is seen perched 
aloft the building putting out incen- | 
diary bombs during a heotic blitz. 
‘ Clem. 


| 


HENNES MELODI 


(‘Her Melody’) 





(SWEDISH-MADE) f 


(With Music) 

Europa Film production and release 
Sonja Wigert, Sture Lagerwall features | 
Silda Borgstrom, Dagmar Ebbeson Mari 
anne Aminoff Directed by Thor L. Broo) 
Original story by ‘Torsten Floden; mus 
Kai Gullmar, Nathan Goerling, Erik Bau- 
mann. At 48th St... New York, week Feb. 7 
"42 tunning time, 98 MINS. 
Sonja Larsen ~~ 
Cees MAPROMO... cc cacvecses Sture Lagerwall 
Sonja’s Grandmother.... Hilda Borgstrom 
We MOMGGE, JP... cc ncccede Hakan Westergren 
 owkeenae .ee++eMarianne Aminoff 
Uncle Rerglund ..ee--Gosta Cederlund | 
Consul General's Wife... Iibbesen 
Store Manager bs Funkvist | 
Consul General ; .Torstan Winge 


Stars 


Sonja Wigert 


(In Swedish; English Titles) 

Well-knit Swedish production that 
shapes up much better than the plot 
reads because of ingratiating per- 
formances by Sonja Wigert, one of 
Sweden’s best actresses, and Sture 
Lagerwall, polished young player of 
countless Scandinavian films ‘Her 


Melody’ often comes near being a 
musical, lacking only a chorus; at 
other times it’s straight comedy-ro- 
mance. It is far above ordinary fare 
for Swedish language theatres, and 
okay for many arty sureseaters where 
they like foreign-language vehicles 


Otherwise, film is too tedious to fol- 


low, via the sketchy English titles, 
for average U.S. audiences 

Plot is a Cinderella-sort of fable 
about two young people who pre 


tend to extreme wealth, while all the 
time barely escaping detection as to 
their working-class status. Nothing 
especially new in such story but it 
possesses great charm as worked out 
by this capable Swedish production 
crew, main laurels going to Thor L 
Brooks for his comparably crisp, if 
sometimes too painstaking, direction. 

Sonja Wigert injects spontaneity 
and youthful vigor into a character- 
ization which readily could have 
been overdrawn. She's a bright lit- 
tle actress of considerable l 


potential- 


ities although some close-ups fail to 
flatter. Sture Lagerwall, as the vio- 


linist-orchestra leader, carries a part 
not unlike numerous others he’s done 
in Swedish pictures. Fits nicely in 
the role of the make-believe rich 
boy. Hilda Borgstrom and Dagmat 
Ebbesen are the better known play- 
ers in support, while Marianne Ami- 
noff is forte in a secondary femme 
bit. Wear. 


Code of the Outlaw 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Louis Gray produc- 
tion. Stars the Three Mesquiteers (Bob 
Steele, Tom Tyler and Rufe Davis) Di- 
rected by John English. Screenplay, Barr) 


Shipment: camera, Reggie Lanning: editor 


Charles Croft. Reviewed at Colonial, Lin- 
coln, Neb., Feb. 12, '42, dual. Running 
time, 55 MINS, 

Cast: Bob Steele Tom Tvler, Ruf Davis 
Weldon Heyburn, Bennie Bartlett, Melinda 
Leighton, Donald Curtis, John Ince. Ken 
Duncan, Emil Dunham, Max Waldm 
Chuck Morrison, Young 


Carleton 


Regaining strength each time out. 
he Three Mesquiteers, revamped 
from the original set of character 
Show signs of amounting to a | 


| Film Reviews 


Continued from page &, 
a 


| Stars Michael Redgrave, Paul Lukas, 











something if kept intact. Trouble in 
the past has been that various mem- 
bers were dropped and replacements 
made, pic to pic, until the regular 
followers lost interest. 

Of course, Tom Tyler and Bob 
Steele do what amount to a western 
standard act. They’ve been turning 


in sagebrush performances for years, | 


and as individual stars, they had 
their quota of followers. Rufe Davis 
is better equipped than most of the 


semi-hick comics who are always a| 


part of westerns today, and he has 
had many years of stage and film 
experience in mugging and singing 
corny, amusing tunes. 

There’s nothing too new about this 
Parry Shipman original, but it has 
its action and adventurous points, 
getting slightly away from the rut in 
which most outdoorers are confined. 

Bennie Bartlett, as son of the out- 
law, played by Weldon Heyburn, is 
told by his father that there’s noth- 
ing worse than a squealer. Heyburn 
gets knocked off, and the kid is im- 
mediately, in the interest of the law, 
represented by the Mesquiteers, and 
the gang his father led. Youngster 
gets batted around between reform 
school and adoption, liking the Mes- 
quiteers, but not wanting to go back 


on his pappy’s admonition about 
chattering to the law. 

Girl is lightweight in the piece, 
and doesn’t have much ° promise. 
Name’s Melinda Leighton. Davis, 
considering the chuckles when 


caught, seems to come off most favor- 
ably of those in the cast. 

A few more like this and the series 
will catch on again. Art. 


LADY IN DISTRESS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Times release of Josef Somlo production. 
Sally 
Gray. Directed by Herbert Mason. Screen- 
play, Tan Dalrymple, B. Cooper; story, Her- 


bert & Maret; camera, Glen McWilliams; 
editor Philip Charlot. At Globe, N. Y., 
Feb, 14, "42. Running time. 62 MINS. 
Petey seveccecceee Michael Redgrave 
Vivien Preyer rer ee Te LUC, 
Ntini...cccece oceereececeses Paul Lukas 
Max Preston..cecccccccecsses Hartley Power 
yg  COEEETEOTT TTT TTT PT Tee .Patricia Rac 
ARGVOR< 6 <0 + vcnennsoceseses ...ee.eGlen Alyn 
Télephoniat. ..ccececceoses Gertrude Musgrove 
Nightwatchman....cesceses ..George Carney 
CommtaDle. s. + .ccvcocsecsssods . Brian Coleman 
RADY . ccccccccecseceeeseeoene Alf Goddard 
lorem ES Soeveces Wilfred Walter 
MARAROT. vc icicecceccevee »»..George Merritt 
Repe CE ee ee ee ..John Salew 
Ix & Page Pamela Randell 





Dull meller based on a clumsily 
fashioned yarn is strictly filler mate- 
rial. It’s a rambling, unconvincing 
story further handicapped by 
imaginative direction. Michael Red- 
grave is not believable as the rugged 
Romeo in overalls, while Paul Lukas 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





un- | 


confined to 


manages to make the best of a flimsy | 


role as the husband-menace. Some 


of the ill-conceived dramatics bring | 


laughs. 

Sally Gray and Patricia Roc pho- 
tograph nicely, with the latter, who is 
not featured, the more impressive in 


the femme division. 

Story is about an illusionist, in- 
sanely jealous of his wife, and a 
crane-driver working on a new 


bridge, also married. For no appar- 


ent reaso other than obvious pre- 
text that his attractive young wife 


irks nights as a telephone operator, 


crane-driver Redgrave begins mak- 
ing a play for the illusionist’s wife 
and nearly commits murder. 
Opening has Redgrave on way to}]| 
vork looking through window of the 
train when he spots girl in one of 
the tenement being stabbed It 
turns out to be a rehearsal for the 
Lukas act. Having once met the 


illusionist’s partner, the crane-driver 
continues the chase which winds up 
on top of the bridge with gal kissing 
Redgrave chastely on the forehead 
and sadly going away to joina vaude 








unit When Lukas is thought dead 
the ill-treated gal returns to their 
apartment ostensibly to be alone 
with her memories, only to be shot 
lead for the finale, th time per- 
manently. by the husbar rescued | 
irom the Thames j 
Camera work is okay and running 
time conveniently short for ial 
tting Mort 


spc 


I KILLED THAT MAN 


Monog M King } 
Joan Woodbur Pat Gleason, George Pe . 
broke [ris Adriatr Directed by Phil 
Roser Screenplay t Henry Bancroft 
from original by Leonard Fields and David 

; Silverstein: camera Harry Neumar n 
editor, Martin ¢ Cohen At the New York 
theatre. N. Y., starting Feb. 11, ‘42 Run- 
ning tim 372 MINS. 

Phillips Ricardo Cortez 
Gerl ; acKeanes ‘ Joan Woodbury 
| Verne Drake...ceseseee+e+.++++- Iris Adrian 
BING. ..csecce cccoececse coeorge Pembroke 
Warder 668060006 Herbert Rawlinsor 
Bates Pat Glea n 

GOW. . ooo saesegetes Sn 

Nick Ross... cocsccseececs Ralf } 

( Ee ee ak ee aie 4 Tach M 

i?) ; a \ } 

B.. Beed..iccsccvrsssscovecs ; n Gordor 
Dists Attorney .cccccecess John Han 

I H Hol ' 


King brothers, who produced one 
previous surprise pictur: for Mono- 
gram, have turned out another that 
rates well above the general run of 


ndie product. ‘I Killed That 
a mystery meller with a pretty 
ist and a quantity of action 


Man’ | 


Back-Pay for Bonds 





IATSE has recommended to 
its 10 studio locals that back- 
pay under contracts retroactive 


to last July 1, calling for in- 
creases, be used for the pur- 
chase of defense bonds. Deals, 


negotiated here two weeks ago, 
thus call for slightly more than 
six months in boosted salaries. 
The contracts 


run through to 
Jan. 1, 1944. 
While the amount of money 


to be paid members of IA studio 
locals by the producers will run 
into a sizable sum, no estimate 
is available as to how much it 
will be. 








that will provide okay supporting 
fodder in the duals. More economy 
in the footage would make it still 
better, eliminating the slow spots. 


Ricardo Cortez is given star bill- 


ing, playing the assistant d.a.. who | 


solves the ingenious crime. Cortez 


does a capable job and is given nice | 


support by Joan Woodbury as a 


pretty newspaper reporter and Cor- | 


tez’s vis-a-vis. 
Setting for the murder is a death 


chamber, with a flock of newsmen 
and others waiting to witness an 
execution. Executee is just about 


to reveal who paid him off to do the 


| murder for which he is about to die 


when he himself is mysteriously 
murdered by a small barb. News- 
papermen and other witnesses, in- 
cluding Cortez, are, of course, all 
suspects. 

Story is an okay mystery yarn, 
but doesn’t have quite enough hur- 
dles to the denouement to make it 
run 72 minutes of screen time. By 
a combination of padding and at- 
tempts at gaining suspense, director 
Phil Rosen has done the yarn seri- 
ous damage. There are too many 


puints where the suspense becomes | 


a stage wait. 
Production is of the better-grade 
indie variety. Herb. 


RAMISH'S HULA 
THEATRE 0.0. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 
War restrictions in Hawali 
caused Adolph Ramish, owner of a 
string of theatres on the islands, to 
shove off for Honolulu to check up 
on the situation. Since the Jap at- 
tack the picture houses have been 
operation between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m., ruining the nightly 
income 
Ramish and Consolidated Amuse- 
ment Co., chief operators in Ha- 
wali, have asked exchanges for re- 
ductions amounting to 65% to meet 
the war conditions. 





' 
have 





IATSE Prexy Cautions Boothmen 


To Conserve Projection Materi 





‘Wage Tilts and Paid 
Vacations Offset N.Y. 
306’s 10%, Cut in 32 





| Increases granted during interven- 
ing years, together with 
for vacations with pay, more than 
make up for the 10% cut taken in 
,1932 by Local 306, Moving Picture 
‘Machine Operators of New York, in 
|the opinion of sources familiar with 
of 306 for 
restoration of the depression-time 
reduction agreed upon by the union. 
This will probably be the defense 
of the old suit, still in the courts, if 
going to trial, as well as the position 
to be taken meantime in conferences 
that are under way. 

A meeting was held recently be- 
tween theatre operating executives 
and Local 306 officials to discuss the 
situation, and another is slated to go 
into the matter further. 
sion was attended by the recently- 


| 
| 


| the long-pending suit 


union; Major Leslie E. Thompson, of 
RKO; Frank Phelps, representing 
Warner Bros.; Robert M. Weitman, 
for Paramount, and Charles C. 
Moskowitz, of Loew’s. 

| Suit on which action is sought by 
|Local 306, but in connection with 
| which a settlement is not unforeseen, 
| was brought in October, 1939, against 





|RKO, Paramount, Loew’s, Warner 
|Bros. and the Roxy theatre for 
|restoration of the 10% cut taken 


| by the union in 1932. 


At that time it is claimed that the 
circuits in question, plus the Roxy, 
agreed to restore the reduction for 
|boothmen provided conditions im- 
| proved, with negotiations to be en- 


|tered into to re-establish the old 
| scale. 
While that was not done, in 1939 


Local 306 demanded a 25% increase 
| in scales. 
affected settled on a sliding-scale in- 
lecrease of 10-12%-15% boost under a 
contract which runs to 1945. At that 
time, however, disposition of the 
suit for restoration of the 1932 cut 
| was not made a part of the settle- 
iment, although felt that the in- 
creases granted, plus vacations with 
pay, are more than equivalent to 
the 10% cut taken nearly 
|ago when times were bad. 


provision | 


Initial ses- |g 


elected president of 306, Hermer | 
Gelber; Steve D’Inzillo, v.p. of the | 


The Greater N.Y. theatres | 


10 years | 


vy 





Warning boothmen that theatres 
may have to close unless equipment 
jand parts, which are difficult to get, 
lare handled with care Richard Walsh, 
president of the IATSE, 
i 10-point program 
| for the conservation and salvage of 


|}materials vital 


last week 


issued a theatre 


for defense. Con- 
Servation program, which currently 
| applies only to theatre operation but 
|is to be extended to cover both dis- 
|tribution and production, followed 
huddles by union officials and the 
|motion picture industry’s War Ac- 
| tivities Committee. W. P. Raoul was 
|the IATSE rep in discussions while 
Simon H. Fabian headed the sub- 
committee of technical experts from 
various branches of the industry. 

| Walsh’s message to stagehands, 
projectionists and maintenance men 
| Stated that ‘It is vitally important to 
|anaintain your projection, sound and 
| stage equipment in good operating 
|condition. Only in this way can 
| your theatre be kept open to do its 
| vital job of maintaining morale. Con- 
| Serve, salvage, eliminate waste.’ 

| 











Women Mers. 


Continued from page 5 











territory, and other spots, does not 
employ any women managers or as- 
sistants and has usherettes in only 


two houses, the Palace, N.Y., and 
| Proctor’s, Newark. However, the 
| way the war is taking men, an of- 


| ficial of RKO opines that it might 
J 

have to put on some women as as- 
| Sistants and, to a much greater ex- 


tent than now, replace boys with 
| girls as ushers. 

| Pointed out by operators that so 
far as ushers are concerned the 
turnover is terrific and suitable maie 
ushers are very hard to find, espe- 


cially during the school season, and 
as result of the draft, 
crative jobs to be 
work 


plus more lu- 
had in defense 
Another angle noted is that, 
after all, usherettes may be better in 
the long run than boys, since folks 
generally are not so quick to push 


girls around in the theatres. 
Throughout the country among 
major as well as independent ex- 
hibitors women are used here and 
there, while also in quite a few in- 
| stances femmes own as well as run 
| theatres, doing their own buying, 
booking, etc. In some cases women 
have taken over operation of houses 


after their husbands have died, leav- 


ling a theatre on their hands. 
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20 PICTURES 
Ee a PARKSIDE, DETROIT, 
Twin City Indies Give Up Battle SCORES IN PIX SUI 


Against %, Pix, Now Favor Peace ee 


In one of the most important de- 

| cisions handed down thus far in ar- 
Minneapolis, Feb. 17. | prices, the loop first-runs have 56 | bitration cases, Wilbur M. Brucker, 

Despite the fact that the Twin | Gays clearance over the higher-| former Governor of Michigan, has 
City independents’ group of North- | Scaled (50c) eae oes | eleva distributors to sell product 
west Allied has failed in its efforts | owever, ts ar n-ypeng =f sai. |to the Parkside and four other in- 
to eliminate four percentage pictures | WUEMtly is strete hed out an ac ite | 
4 be-| volved theatres on the merits in 


; B.. iong to six weeks longer 
from the Minneapolis and St. Paul | #onal two to six we . | ; ; : 
. ‘ . oe , , mr ‘ s ; -onsideration of 
indie deal and that present indica- | C@UsSe of extended downtown runs.}each case without c 


ions ; One goal of the independents is | combined or circuit buying power. 
ry or base — yen ye lto set a maximum number of days Brucker’s decision is believed to 
_ | stan an oe” i wd agg ben for clearance, with anywhere from |be the first in which the award was 
sd cokes my sew th oa het | 20-40 days proposed. At present, | entered under Section X. It also 
oe 4 eo heattlinine a pos .<|the films do not become available held that, although the Parkside for- 
porate ge ong Bm for the nabes for 56 days after the | merly was a member of Mutual The- 
scheduled for this week, however, I — 7 : 
to decide if the lovi ’ hall be | conclusion of the downtown run, /jatres, it was to be regarded as an 
vlna er = eh ng -¥ em aign leven though such engagements may | independent in all future dealings 
a ee AE stag ace py Pargy wee ibe of two to eight weeks’ duration.| He upheld the contention that the 
for film price fixing and the threat- , rong a tg pnp , 
| ti-trust ‘“ tions ahem. | Independent suburban exhibitors | house’s inability to get the run it 
em gan ee ee 'complain that, in consequence of | sought was because the opposition 
25 | current clearance schedules, most of | houses named were members of cir- 
Charles Reagan, Paramount sales ithe nearby small towns get the pic- | cuits and argued that Section X does 
manager, broke the sad news to the ; not force the arbitrators to restrict 











Twin City group that his company | 


{tures before them. 





would not back water on its per-| 


centage demand. At the same time. 
he said, the deals would permit the 
exhibitors to cance] the four per- 
centage pictures if they so desired. 
Inasmuch .as these pictures, how- 
ever, will be the company’s ace re- 
leases, this concession didn’t appeal 
to the committee representing the 
group which poinied out that if the 
exhibitors wanted to play these out- 


Minn. Theatre Trustees 
Start Conspiracy Suit 


Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 
Trustees in bankruptcy for the de- 
\funct $2,000,000 4,000-seat Minnesota 
theatre have filed a conspiracy 





damage suit against the Minnesota! 


be shown that more houses are in- 
volved. 

Other high points in his findings 
was the consideration and emphasis 
of such factors as that the Parkside, 
built less than two years ago, was 
in one of the fastest growing sec- 
tions of Detroit and 1.7 miles from 
any other theatre and that its slight- 
ly smaller seating capacity made no 
difference in selling runs. 

Brucker held that the opposition 


a case to two feuding houses if it can | 


On RB et Comes, 


cenaptn any re 





standing productions they'd have to | Amusement Co. (Paramount ¢ircuit) | 
pay percentage. ‘and major film distributors. In his} Harmony, which was rebuilt as the 
The Reagan conference here was | complaint, Kenneth Owens, attorney| Admiral, was given the product 
a continuation of the meeting|for the trustees, asks the Federal! sought by the Parkside although the 
started in New York by a commit-| court to fix the damages suffered; older house was rundown and had 
tee representing the Twin City / and to assess triple damages against| decreasing revenues, regarded as a 
group. 'the defendant. He alleges that, | short-sighted distributor policy. 
Nothing further has been heard) jn consequence of the conspiracy,| The point was made that under the 
from Warners and it’s accepted in| interests operating the Minnesota} consent decree, public interest de- 
trade circles that the company is| theatre have been unable to buy|manded that features be shown 
standing pat on its three percentage | major screen product with a few un-}| promptly in the more populous areas. 
pictures. In reducing the percentage | jmportant exceptions. |In order to hold up the decree, he 
from 40 to 35% of ‘Sergeant York’| ft is claimed that the major dis-|Truled, distributors are not allowed 
and from 35 to 30% for the other | tributors have refused to service the! to contract an exclusive run policy 
| 
| 





two, however, the company has of-! showhouse on any terms. |for their own affiliated houses but 
fered a compromise acceptable to Built in 1927, the theatre was} must grant the same run to inde- 
many of the Twin City independents. | p™nerated by Paramount up to a few| pendent houses if they are other- 
Twin City independent exhibitors| years ago. When grosses dropped! wise qualified. By holding up the 
are clamoring again for a lessening | from a $45,000 peak to as low as $3,000 | Parkside’s product for six months, 
of clearance now enjoyed by Min-|jn a week. and operating costs con-| the usefulness of the picture was de- 
neapolis and St. Paul downtown | tinued so high ds to preclude profit-| stroyed as effectively as if the thea- 
first-runs over them. |able operations, the chain relin-|tre were absolutely refused the 
With 20c difference in admission ! guished the house. | product, Brucker declared. 


— 








Loew’s, Inc., Sued By Its 


Partner for Conspiracy 


A suit by the Theatre Development 
Corp., holder of 50% of the stock 
(non-voting) of the North Bergen 
Amus. Ceorp., operators of the Em- 
bassy theatre, North Bergen, N. J., 
against Loew’s Inc., Marcus Loew 
Booking Agency, Loew’s Theatre & 
Realty Corp., nine officers of Loew’s 
and the North Bergen Amus. Corp., 
was revealed Monday (16) in N.Y. 
supreme court when the plaintiff 
asked permission to examine Loew’s 
officers and directors. 

Theatre Development points out 
that the other stockholder of the 
Embassy is Loew's, which controls 
all the voting stock. It claims a con- 
spiracy to cause it to lose the theatre 
and says all the defendants got to- 
gether and charged the Embassy ex- 
horbitant prices for film, unreason- 
able and discriminatory film rentals, 
gave product to competitors for less, 
gave the Embassy ‘B’ pictures and 
worse, gave preferred time to com- 
petitors, withheld rebates, etc. An 
accounting and injunction are asked, 

Officers sought to be examined are 
|Nicholas M. Schenck, William F. 
| Rodgers, Charles C. Moskowitz, 
David Bernstein, Leopold Friedman, 
| Jesse T. Mills and Charles K. Stern. 


Friday the 13th Indeed 
For Watervliet, N.Y., 
Theatre; $15,000 Fire 


Watervliet, N. Y., Feb. 17. 

The Strand theatre was gutted by 
a $15,000 fire which flared out of the 
projection machine an hour after the 
doors had been opened for the eve- 
ning performances. It was Friday 
the 13th, and an unlucky one for the 
new lessee, Samuel E. Rosenblatt. 
Operating under the corporate name 
of Ruth Theatres, Inc., he took over 
ithe house last fall from John 
| Christie, a pioneer exhibitor, and 
had reopened it the previous Sun- 
day after a remodeling and re- 
|furbishing job that took more than 
two months. 

Despite the 
merous children, with their par- 
ents, none of the audience was hurt 
and no panic developed. 
| Purcell, chief projectionist, was 
| burned slightly about the face and 
hands, his hair was singed, and he 
was blinded momentarily. Bruno 
Chiero, assistant projectionist, as- 
sisted Purcell from the _ booth 
(closing the door) anc helped him 

















b. a physician. Harvey Baker, an 
usher, and the last person to leave 
the theatre, narrowly escaped a fall- 
ing timber. Several young men 
helped him in handling the depart- 
ing patrons. 
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reach the lobby. Purcell was treated | 
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Pic Technicians 
Protest Draft 
Deferment Rule 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 


Conference of studio unions, rep- 
resenting 6,000 film technicians, 
adopted a resolution protesting Brig- 
adier-General Lewis B. Hershey's 
draft deferment ruling on personnel 
in the motion picture industry. 

Herbert Sorrel, president, wired 
General Hershey: ‘We protest your 
ruling and reject the idea of blanket 
exemptions in this industry, as we 
would in any other industry, since 
we believe exemption from armed 
service should be based solely on 
merits of each individual case judged 
by already existing rules set up by 
the selective service boards.’ 








— 
‘Oscars’ Dope 


Continued from page 4 











but hard to see how committee could 
overlook ‘A Yank in the R.A.F’’ 

Best achievements in black and 
white art direction looks like any- 
body’s race, but best guess is ‘That 
Hamilton Woman’ first and ‘Little 
Foxes’ second, 

Metro’s ‘Blossoms in Dust’ looks 
like winner in race for best achieve- 
ments in color art direction, with 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘Blood and 
Sand’ in contention. 

Payoff for best achievement in 
sound recording should go to Me- 
tro’s ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 

Oscar for best cinematography in 
color should go to either ‘Blossoms 
in Dust’ or ‘Blood and Sand.’ Win- 
ner in best scoring of musical pro- 
duction lies between ‘Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ and ‘Sunny.’ 

‘Sergeant York’ should collect for 


| best scoring of dramatic picture 


presence of nu-| 


| 


| 
| 


with ‘How Green Valley’ running 
strong all the way. 

Best song triple-threated by ‘Last 
Time I Saw Paris,’ ‘Blues in Night’ 


|}and ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo.’ 


Major interest in this year’s event 
centers around Welles and his ‘Citi- 
zen Kane.’ If he gets the play from 
extras on best production, and as 
‘best actor’ he may make a clean 
sweep of events. On other hand, he 
will have to get sizeable block of 


| these votes tc overcome popularity of 


| 
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his competitors and vote trading that 
is already under way. There is con- 
siderable jealousy over acclaim his 
picture has received’ throughout 
country, which makes it difficult for 
advance prediction as to the final 
outcome in main events. 
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2ND WEEK 
JAMES CAGNEY 
In a New Warner Bros. Hit 


“CAPTAINS of the CLOUDS” 


with the Royal Canadian Air Force 


In Person— 
and His 


BLUE BARRON Orchestra 
STRAND Bway & 47th St. 











cry MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














LOEW’S 


STATE "2" 


Last Times WED Cartoon In COLOR! 
Mickey ROONEY “MR. BUG GOES 
Judy GARLAND TO TOWN” 
“BABES ON anes 
BROADWAY” In Person 

Jimmy DURANTE 

BLOCK & SULLY 


Starts Thurs Feb. 19 
Full-Length Feature 


In Person 
George MURPHY 
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GINGER ROGERS 
as “ROXIE HART” 


with Adolph Menjou 
and Geo. Montgomery 
A 20th Century-Fox Comedy Hit 




















Plus a Big ith Ave. 
Stage Show ROXY & 50th St. 


Starts Thurs. 
MGM's Thrill Drama 
Sreadwas 
Robert Lana 


TURNER 


TAYLOR @ 


‘JOHNNY EAGER’ 


0 — 





einai 
PARAMOUNT .:::: 
In Person 
ALVINO REY 
and Band 


a KING 
BAHAMA SISTERS 


PASSAGE” ra 


In Technicolor! GIL 






Paramount presents 


Madeleine Carrel! 
Stirling Hayden 


in 


ine et wee ee Oe 


B'WAY & 
47th St. 
OLSEN & JOHNSON 
‘HELLZAPOPPIN’ 
—and— 
‘OBLIGING YOUNG LADY’ 


Joan Carroll - Edmund O’Brien 


“Mister y” 


u NITE - ia HOWARD ‘“ 
B’way 

ARTISTS R IV 0 L 49th St. 

Deors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
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- SHORTWAVE TIME BUY-OUT 
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Frank Talk Not For Export | 


Raymond Gram Swing Not Heard on Shortwave 
WRUL, Boston, For Time Being 


% 
v— 











Raymond Gram Swing’s broad- 
casts are suspended until further de- 


Send Back My Box Top! 


cision from shortwaving out of New Orleans, Feb. 17. 
WRUL, Boston. He continues as Radio fan, who figured he had 


waited long enough for premium, 
could stand it no longer, so wrote 
in: 

‘If you’re not able to send my 
heart locket, please return my 
box top!’ 


CBS’ $4,800,000 Net 
For 1941 Represents 
$2.80 Yield Per Share 


Although the annual financial re- 
port does not go to stockholders un- 
til around April 1, the Columbia 
Broadcasting System directorate last 


usual on Mutual. He decided, and 
Washington morale officials 
curred, that there was some hazard 
that foreigners might misunderstand 
Swing’s blunt speaking at this time. 
Remarks primarily intended for 
domestic consumption were not ideal 
for export to other contries, whose 
citizens would lack the essential 
background to hear pep talks to 
Yankees without thinking them un- 
duly pessimistic. 
Swing did not have the time to 
prepare separate scripts, so is stick- 


ing to his home lot exclusively. 
week issued preliminary figures 


Arrid Deodorant 
| show ing consolidated net earnings 
| for 1941 totalled approximately $4,- 
ponsors i er bows 000 as compared with consoli- 


On 100 Bluesies 


con- 

















ni Dec. 28, 1940. This is equiva- 
lent of $2.80 per share as compared 
with $2.91 a share in the previous 
year. 

These preliminary figures indicate 











DONOVAN MOVES 
TO GENTRALIZE 


Rockefeller Committee 
Would Prefer Outright 
Takeover of All 11 DX 
Stations in Nation — Two- 
Thirds of Clock Reserved | 


for Europe, Africa, Asia 








TALENT POOL 


Contrary viewpoints continue to 
exist with regard to policies govern- 
ing American radio shortwave. As 
on earlier issues the Donovan Com- 
mittee (Europe, Africa, Asia) does 
not see the problem in the same 
terms as the Rockefeller Committee 
(South America). Latest division 
concerns a Donovan-advocated plan 
to buy the time, not the stations, of 
United States shortwave operators. 
Rockefeller Committeemen think 
this doesn’t go far enough and favor 


| 





a complete lock-stock-barrel take- 
over to get at the basic problem of | 
establishing narrow, high 
beams against present tendency 


by attempting 
duces a 
tionatels 
ceiving 


coverage that 
beam and a propor- 
veaker signal at the re- 
end, 


broad 


powered | 
in | 
shortwave profession to over-diffuse | 
pro- 
|}of the Blue there are four quarter- 


| hours involved, 


Cornwallis Paddison of Australia 
Calls America Best Radio Model, 


Denounces Bureaucratic Control 


+> 





By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Feb. 17. 
Cornwallis Paddison, operator of a 
major commercial network, last 
week assailed the suggestion from 
Government sources that Australian 
commercial radio be nationalized. 
Appearing before a Parliamentary 
committee delegated to probe ware 
time radio, Paddison declared that 
any move by the Government to 
imitate the British non-advertising 
broadcasting system here would fail. 


Paddison stated that the BBC it- 
|self ranked as a sorry example of 
bureaucratic control. He charged 
that this control was responsible for 
notoriously dull programs. Paddison 
said that the most effective way 
that Australian radio could be op- 
erated was on lines similar to the 
competitive, privately - sponsored 
American system. 

The opinion held by the majority 
of top executives of commercial 
broadcast organizations is that the 
advocates of nationalization will fail 
to obtain the necessary support from 
Parliament. 


Brass Band 


That'll Cost You 50 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

They didn’t turn out the street 
lights fast enough in the town’s 
first blackout to suit Stewart 
Hamblin, radio cowboy crooner, 
so he took things into his own 
hands. Whipping out his trusty 
six-shooter, he blazed away at 
six lamps. 

City is now suing him for $50 
for reviving an old western cus- 
tom. 





- 








Sterling, American Home 


Renewals Up Currently; 
Blue, Mutual Involved 


Sterling and American Home 
Products will decide within the next 
week whether they want to renew 
their daytime schedules on the Blue 


and Mutual networks. In the case 





while Mutual’s stake 









































|! that CBS gross income in the Past | The Donovan Committee does not| ‘8 two quarter hours. The present 
Arrid, the deodorant, becomes. a} year was higher than in 1940, cor-| 1.04 the a sent of the Rockefeiier | contracts for the strips all around 
T afeusne ace ; are 2. The aarati sarni ~» hefore F ¢ in- $ ‘ j : : 
Blue Network account March 2. he | poration earnings before Federal in | Committee. It probably will push| expire March 20. 
spot is Monday, 7-7:15 p.m., and it/ come and excess profits taxes TUN-/ through this week its proposal to The “eo 'Orvh 
will be filled by Jimmie Fidler, film | ning $1,375,000 higher in 1941 than ltake ov er 16 hours daily of all the > “a euiuiade Hill’ ‘Jot i er a 
, ‘Terese a: aes ‘ ‘ a hee ivoree, ‘Honeymoon ill,’ ‘John’s 
gossiper, from: Hollywood. in the previous year. nation’s 11  shortwavers leaving 6 . eva» 
Program is set for a hookup of 80 CBS statement to stockholders | or ht hours dé ° ea Don ~seionl y ther Wife’ and ‘Just Plain Bill,’ and . 
~ - . Ap sek ‘ , so any ) € - > ai ic s ye ~ ag YJ ° 
American and 20 Canadian stations.| shows that $3,800,000 was set aside | cisco’s office. Donovan plan is al-| the Mutual par & Front Page Far- | 
with a rebroadcast at 10:30 p.m. EWT.| for estimated Federal income and ready before the U. S. Director of rell’ and John B. Hughes. Blackett- nl l C OW 
Small & Seiffer is the agency for| excess profits taxes in 1941 a8$/Budset. It reportedly requires some —_ sige” eine’ wands iad 
Carter Products. | against $2,425,000 provided for such | ¢1 959.000 for the first year, a sum} —— 
sere taxes during the previous year. believed available from contingency | 
| Manner in which the net profit! funds. State Department approval CHICKEN WIRING T0 Because its style fits the tempo of 
COLGATE W ONDERING | dipped also is indicated in the way | jig necessary but assumed. the times the brass band led by Dr. 
the directorate last week reduced its Time Cut-Up BE SOLD VIA RADIO Edwin Franko Goldman is to be the 
awn ‘J . . a T Wo Sta 
ABOUT ‘BESS’ ND ‘BACH’ dividend on Class A and B shares. Division of time on the stations | March 8 ‘discovery’ of NBC's Fitch 
Directors declared a 30c dividend on | calls for Office of the Coordinator | --—- Bandwagon program. It’s first time 
both class of shares, payable March | of Inter-American Affairs (Rocke- | B.B.D.&O. has become active in | the broadcast oo used any but a 
. "pe acord Fe "pane |dance style orchestra. 
ha iin hs = +) re. | 6 to stockholders on record Feb, 20. | feller) to from 4 p.m. to mid- — ¢ +} itsteas : seg | CHRCO Sty! 
es er tae picmes “t s| CBS paid a 65e divvy on Dec. 5, and nigh at the Office of the Coordi- | _ os ee See Sere. Or | Columbia Records has an agree- 
cently name a new sae a g ste eeevises ree quarters had nator of Information (Donovan) all | sion of the Tennessee Coal & Iron | ment with Fitch whereby it releases 
director, is up in the air about w nh ge sige A ate the rest. This pives each office tie | —> It’s for a spring campaign in|two tunes played by each of its 
disposition it wants to make of its eclared 4oc payments. ae en Re ee, eee ee © eal al bands the program, under a Fitcl 
ay > re IBC. namely - — - -———— — best (evening) hours in respective | pa -s Ad. - | JanaGs on the program, under a ] l 
two daytime shows on N ae nr rh iene ai -ee annie : | The quest is for news and other Jandwagon Special label. However, 
‘Be Johnson’ and ‘Bachelor Ch ‘ deans ttccel aiaPireh qikale teas ; - local prograt lall of the tunes used by Goldman 
dren.’ Tom Harris Off FCC Control of programs is the pill Ce a | > a S ue nicl er > ecto 
Matter of renewals coms up on which some of the _ broad- si | will be incorporated ri Poe alb m to 
of March casters are gagging. They do ovne ‘ ‘ bed on sale immediately attet e 
tL NarC?) : rs . , : ele oe yroaacast 
— Wa: hi n. Feb. 17 not fancy any situation w here | Irna Phillips in Arizona — ; y 
T E. Harris. assistant general they must send out, willy nilly, | | 
1 *ff fa hh) . us dis . — stn " Fi . | | 
. : Kos > ‘ommunicae | tever is handed them and 47:11: * 
rif fit ompson On nsel to the Federal Communica-| Wha i , 
h th P Tee Cows n resigned last exactly as written. Chicago, Feb, 17. Margaret W illie Joins 
r y T seen en? »? ‘ . sey —— sao — , . mee” y YY ] f y UU riz , rif AV T ; ait} Y ° y v) 
W BY N Director » Boat d \ : He left become assistant F dl AU1 wWOl ™ ng O pay- i ; § al 0 of Woman Blackett Agency, ft hi 
Griffith B. Thompson has a new | general counsel in the Office of | ments for time to each operator Is tO | in White,’ Road of Life’ and ‘Right 
na nen ven ‘ Hompson Né ny , ‘ 4 dministration absorb e total loss’ incurred in to H , f Procter & Chicago, te 17. 
‘ontract an ia ¢ mber yf the rice AQMIN at } 4 ‘ appiness’ serial or roc . ; 

a ao ek a SS | H sd the FCC staff last May, | Operating the station on a 24-hour| ene — — ’ Margaret Willie has resigned from 
Board of Directors of Station WBYN re JO ra oa sh Rauh os ‘abe | basi Donovan with two-thirds of | Gamble, has gone to Phoenix, Ariz.,| Jy walter Thompson agency as time 
agtelers t , Whia ; . ro succeeding JOSe] ™ aun, gf. Wh : . 7 . . . ' P 
Brooklyn, N. Y. This is the merger cng ‘h legal staff of the | the total time is to pay two-thirds of | for the balance of the winter. buyer and is joining the Blackett- 

on 1430 kilocycles of four former | q . - 78 Re sae a the cost Biggest coin will go to She will continue her work there, |Sample-Hummert agency here. 
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Helen Menken Heads AFRA Comm. 
To Plug Patriotic Book Via Discs 








The American Federation of Radio 
Artists has set up its own unit for 
wartime activities, in charge of 
Helen Menken, with a committee 
including Sid Walton, Felix Knight, 
Florence Freeman, Betty Garde and 
Alan Bunce, with George Heller as 
consultant. Group will work with 
the American Theatre Wing, and 
also will be active on its own in 


creating war work for radio artists. 

First undertaking will be the pro- 
duction of a series of 13 half-hour 
recorded programs to plug the sale 
of a new compilation of state pa- 
pers, ‘America Goes to War,’ on 
which the AFRA unit will get a 
share of the proceeds, to be de- 
voted to war work. Programs will 
be produced by Lloyd Rosamond, 
of Air Features, Inc., with various 
directors handling separate pro- 
grams. Initial platter will be} 
‘Camille, with Merle Oberon, with 
Robert Montgomery, Walter Huston 
and others slated for subsequent 
shows. There will be a guest name 
commentator on each stanza. Re- 
cording is being done at World 
Broadcasting, with all talent paid 
scale. Production cost is being un- 
derwritten by various AFRA mem- 
bers. 

Other activities to be handled by 
the unit will be supplying speakers 
for public luncheons and meetings, 
aiding the service men’s canteen to 
be set up in Times Square and ob- 
taining talent for non-radio pro- 
grams. Miss Garde will have charge 
of the latter activity, while Andre 
Baruch will head the announcers’ 
unit and Bea Wain the singers’ unit. 
Entire project will be carried out 
in cooperation with the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America co- 
ordinating committee handling 
talent. 


Radio Importance 
War-Enhanced 


For Alaskans 





Juneau, Alaska, Feb. 17. 

With Alaska rapidly developing as 
one of the major key defense posi- 
tions of the United States, KINY, 
located in the Alaskan capital, 
Juneau, finds itself the only medium 
for direct dissemination of defense 
instructions from Territorial head- 
quarters. As a result, manager 
Walter R. Carl has increased the 
hours of operation from 15 to 17%. 
KINY now goes on the air at 7 a.m. 
and signs off at 12:30 a.m. 

A recent survey shows that 
KINY’s listening audience has 
greatly increased since war was de- 
clared. Alaskans located as far 
away as Nome on the Bering Sea 
and in Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian 
Islands, look to KINY for news and 
defense data. Governor Ernst H. 


Gruening, civilian defense chief 
Frank Metcalf, Army, Navy and 
Coast Guard officials are using 


KINY daily to transmit instructions 
and information to the thousands of 
isolated families in canneries and 
towns, as well as the new defense 
settlements which have sprung up 
nlong the Alaskan coast. 

KINY still continues its full sched- 
ule of entertainment, special reports 
and news. 

Resident engineer W. R. Nichols 
is now on a business trip to Seattle 
in connection with the installation 
of KINY’s new 5,000 watt transmitter 
which is expected to be in operation 
early this summer. 





WINSTON O’KEEFE ENLISTS 


Leaves ‘Amanda’ for Cavalry; George 
Lambert Replaces - 








Winston O’Keefe, male lead on the 
*‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ serial 
on the Blue (WJZ) for Phillips 
chemical, has enlisted in the army 
and left Monday (16) for duty with 
a cavalry unit at Ft. Riley, Kans. 
He was periodically on other pro- 
grams and appeared in various 
Broadway shows and in pictures. 

George Lambert succeeds him on 
the program. 


|}more, has 
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Watson, Heading Own 
Rep Outfit, Takes Over 
IRS Offices, Personnel 


Loren L. Watson, who ‘resigned’ 
several months ago as general man- 
ager of International Radio Sales, 
returns to the same premises March 
1 as the occupant. Watson last week 
closed a deal for the takeover of 
IRS’ office fixtures, lease and per- 
sonnel, and _ International Radio 
Service, as a station representative 
sideline of the Hearst operations goes 
into the discard at the end of this 
month. Watson, who has already set 
up his own rep organization by the 
charter route, namely Spot Sales, 
Inc., will acquire some of the sta- 
tions on the, IRS list. WBAL, Balti- 
aligned itself with the 
Petry office. KYA, San Francisco, 
stays with Watson. The question of 
the rep affiliation of the two other 
Hearst outlets, WINS, N. Y., and 
WISN, Milwaukee, will be settled 
within the coming week. ° 

Spot Sales, which was incorporated 
in Albany last week, is a project that 
Watson had been working on since 
last December. It’s a co-operative 
proposition with himself, the Crosley 
interests of Cincinnati, and WOL, 
Washington, as the stockholders, and 
James D, Shouse, v.p. in charge of 
Crosley’s broadcasting interests, Bill 
Dolph, head of WOL, and Watson as 
directors. Watson took over the rep- 
resentation of WOL shortly after 
leaving IRS and WSAI, Cincinnati, 
a Crosley station, comes under 
his representation March 1. WSAI 
has been with IRS for the past two 
years. 


Other stations set with Spot Sales 
are WMUR, Manchester, N. H., and 
WMPS, Memphis. Watson had al- 
ready taken under lease quarters in 
a Madison avenue building when he 
was suddenly called in last week by 
Hearst officials and offered the physi- 
cal assets of IRS as well as some of 
ite stations. He closed the deal Fri- 
day (13). 


It is not known what disposition 
the Hearst organization will make of 
E. M. Stoer, who as head of Hearst 
Radio, Inc., overseered the station 
rep subsidiary. Stoer will likely 
supervise the installation of WINS’ 
new 50,000-watter plant. 


Spot Sales will have offices also 
in Chicago, Washington, Cincin- 
nati and San Francisco. Officers 
of the company are Shouse, pres- 
ident; Watson, executive v.p. and 
general manager; Dolph, v.p. and 
treasurer, and E. M. (Peggy) Stone, 
secretary. 








Keith Tyler In Seattle 


Seattle, Feb. 17, 
Dr. I. Keith Tyler of Ohio State 
University will participate in the 
first of a series of vocational guid- 
ance programs over KIRO. 
Beginning tomorrow (18). 
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BARITONE 
PIANIST 
WNBT, New York—Television 
Management 


NATIONAL CONCERT AND 
ARTISTS CORPORATION 


WAR FREEZING 
SADDENS KOW, 
FRISCO 


CBS has practically reconciled it- 
self to being unable to increase its 
facilities in the San Francisco area 
for the duration of the war. The 
current move by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to freeze 
the commercial broadcast picture is 
seen by the network as a tough blow 
particularly for KQW, which has 
been seeking to have its power 
boosted from 5,000 to 50,000 watts. 
KQW became Columbia’s release for 
the San Francisco market Jan. 1. 

The matter of issuing the freezing 
order is now in the hands of the 
Defense Communications Board. 
When the FCC met last Tuesday 
(10) to discuss the issue it was not 
clear whether the shutdown would 
apply to Frequency-Modulation and 
television as well as standard broad- 
cast facilities. 


WLW’s Chautauqua Acts 

























From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THE RADIO TRADE IS DISCUSSING: The new ‘This is War’ series 
by McClinton and Corwin—The chatty bulletins from the Broadcasters 
Victory Council written by Dick Dorrance of F-M Broadcasters, Inc.— 
The continuing bad taste of many local gponsots of newscasts— 
Further curtailment of radio news in N. Y. Sun and dropping of Moe 
Entler after 19 years—Sanka switch from ‘We, The People’ to ‘Duffy's 
Tavern.’ 





Ed East had the miseries all last week with tooth extraction trouble.,, 
Sheldon R. Coons, now in biz as a biz counselor, has added Robert H, 
Leding from Dept. of Commerce to his office...Vince Callahan, radio 
director of U. S Treasury, cited for defense stamp and bond campaign 
by National Assn. of Publicity Directors of New York. 


After inaugural broadcast Saturday (14) of ‘This Is War’ at Radio City, 
group of 25, including Robert Montgomery, had chinfest in private dining 
room...Saturday Review of Literature has Norman Corwin’s mugg on 
the cover this week with a piece on him by Albert N. Williams...WGY, 
Schenectady will hold a clinical review of Charles Rolo’s new book ‘Radio 
Goes to War’...Edward Weeks, of the Peabody Awards has gone to Cali- 
fornia for a fortnigkht...Jim McConnell of NBC, whose wife is Jane Holt 
of the N. Y. Times, has bought a farm in Dutchess County...Darrell V. 
Martin, the Pittsburgh ex-radio columnist, is bringing out his long-organ- 
izing Radio Weekly on March 4....it will be a fan paper with initial run 
of 10,000. 

John Gibbs, producer of ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey,’ has 
acquired the serial rights to ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’... .Stefan Schnabel, 
son of pianist Artur Schnabel, has joined cast of ‘Against the Storm’.... 
Cora Witherspoon has replaced Florence Malone on the same serial.... 
Walter Huston guests Feb. 27 on the Kate Smith show....Henry M. Neely 
and Anne Teeman added to cast of ‘Woman of Courage’....Guy Lombardo 
show goes on the road in about six weeks, when the band closes at the 
Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., and embarks on a string of theatre dates....Ben 
Grauer now handling the New York end of the Libby-Owens news show 
Saturdays on NBC-Red....He continues his ‘Service with a Smile’ series 
for Clark candy, plus the Winchell and ‘Battle of hte Sexes’ programs.... 
‘Maudie’s Diary’ repeat Thursday nights moves from 11:30-12 p.m. to 
12:30-1 a.m. 


Judith Evelyn, femme lead in the Broadway chiller, ‘Angel Street,’ 
joined cast of ‘Help Mate,’ serial on NBC-Red (WEAF)....Richard E. 
Redmond, assistant to Robert A. Schmid, Mutua] sales promotion director, 
leaves next week to join Pan-American Airways, in Equatorial Africa.... 
No replacement set....William J. Slocum, Jr., CBS special events and 
sports director, back from five-week stay in San Francisco, where he set 


up a news bureau and shortwave listening post....Henry Morgan no longer 
heard on Mutual, but only locally on WOR....Theodore Healy the techni- 
cian on the Frank Parker program on CBS....Earl Janes dittoing the 


‘Vox Pop’ show and Albert de Caprio on ‘Duffy’s Tavern’....Elmer Davis, 
suffering from a severe cold, twice in recent nights has had coughing spells 
that forced him to bow off the air in the midst of his news program, let- 
ting the announcer finish the script. 


William Stedman, from Macy’s, with W71NY (FM) as salesman.... Victor 
A. Bennett with WOR as ditto, replacing Robert Garver, who recently re- 
signed to join WJZ, New York. 

Cliff Carpenter and Ara Gerald have joined the cast of ‘Front Page 
Farrell’....John Connery added to ‘Young Widder Brown’ troupe.... 
Maurice Rappel, director of Yiddish programs at WWRL, suffered relapse 
and unable to resume series as expected....King Neisen, Yiddish com- 
mentator on WEVD, continues as sub....Lewis Charles doing a new two- 
hour recorded series five afternoons a week on WINS. 

Richard Stewart is technician on the ‘Gay 90’s’ and Major Bowes’ pro- 





Cincinnati, Feb. 17. 
WLW’'s series of Sunday afternoon 
programs from the Miami Valley | 
Chautauqua, near Dayton, inaugu- | 


program director. 

First of eight broadcasts is sched- 
uled for June 21 with Rev. E. How- 
ard Cadle and Homer Rodeheaver, 
song leader. Each program will run 
an hour and include songs by WLW 
staffers, including Ronny Mansfield, 
Lucille Norman, Dorothy McVitty 
and Virginia Hayes. 

WLW’s international news com- 














mentators, Carroll Alcott and Gregor 
Ziemer, will top separate programs. 





Arbitrators Rule Against Wheelock 








WITH JOHN BLAIR C 


Station WFBR, Baltimore, Mutual 
affiliate, is switching from Edward 
Petry after eight years. Station 
goes to John Blair as of March 1. 

Purnell Gould, commercial man- 
ager, was in New York this week 
to set details. He reported station 
is grossing within $1,000 monthly of 
its former NBC pace. 








Novelty Act on WTAM 


Cleveland, Feb. 17.. 

‘The Americhords,’ is Cleveland’s 
latest novel musical group heard 
over WTAM. Piloted by Lee Gor- 
don over WTAM, the group includes 
a feminine trio and nine male voices. 

Bob Kopfer and Gordon organized 
the choir while Paul Beresford does 
the arranging. 





Re TE IE EIA DIST EIST TITRE IS ABLES 


e| contractual 


Vivian Holt to Receive $1,000 on Contract She Signed 
But Agency Didn’t 


WEBR, BALTIMORE, NOW 


Claim of the 
tion of Radio 
Ward Wheelock 


American Federa- 
Artists against the 

agency, involving 
Obligations to actress 
| Vivian Holt, was sustained 
|by the American Arbitration Assn. 
| last week. Decision of the three- 
| man arbiter panel was unanimous. 
| Henry Jaffe, AFRA attorney, repre- 
sented Miss Holt. 

Under the AAA ruling, Wheelock 
must pay Miss Holt the $1,000 bal- 
;ance On a contract totaling approxi- 
mately $1,100. Arbiters upheld the 
actress’ claim that in signing an 11- 
week exclusive contract for the 
‘Martha Webster’ program, she had 
consummated the deal, even though 
Wheelock subsequently failed to 
signature the pact. Miss Holt was 
dropped after a week’s work. When 
she protested through AFRA, a par- 
| tial settlement was offered and re- 
| fused, 
| ‘Martha Webster’ has since gone 
off the air. 





in full | 


grams on CBS....Charles Grenier ditto on the Helen Menken show and 
‘Death Valley Days’....Dick Janaver taken over the lead on the current 
‘Mystery Man’ story, replacing Alan Hewitt, who dropped off because of 
a conflict....Lt. Ray Forrest, NBC television announcer, called for active 
service with the Army Signal Corps at Ft. Monmouth, N. J.....Thomas 
D. Connolly, CBS, doing a swingaround....Herb Sheldon has chatter and 
platter series five evenings a week on WINS....Three additions have been 


rated last summer, will be repeated | made to the sales promotion staff of the Blue network: Seth Daniels, John 
this year. The deal was closed last | J. Sullivan and Joseph Seiferth. 
week by George Biggar, the station’s | 


Bob Emery using WOR’s F-Mer, W71NY, to break in couple of program 
| ideas, ‘Let’s Look at Music’ and ‘You Liked Them When’....Charles J. 
| Rolo’s book, ‘Radio Goes to War,’ will be given the critical once-over 
Friday night over WGY, Schenectady. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Pat Flanagan vacationing in Florida while waiting for the baseball train- 
ing season to start....John Carlson takes a place in the WBBM publicity 
department, replacing Don Danielson, who is now with the army....Billy 
Idelson added to cast of ‘That Brewster Boy’....Jim Covert, advance man 
for ‘Service with a Smile’ show, was married in Pensacola, Florida, when 
the show played the Naval Air Station there on Feb. 5. 

Jack Dodman new addition to WBBM engineering staff. ...Walter Pres- 
ton, WBBM program chief, named air raid warden of Glencoe....Bob 
Duane now with ‘Stepmotker’ daytime serial....Charlotte Manson recoup- 
ing from flu siege....Fran Allison doing a special show of ‘Sister Emmy’ 
program at Fort Sheridan....William Jolesch, formerly with WBAP, Ft. 
| Worth, joined publicity staff of Blue Network here... Garry Moore, Joe 
Bradley, Marion Mann, Four Vagabonds and Dinning Sisters making per- 
; Sonal at Warner theatre, Erie, Pa., this week....Robert Venables. 
|assistant stage manager of the Chicago Opera Company, is new announcer 
|of the ‘Perfectionist’s Hour,’ Marshall Field program on W59C....John 
| Conrad, formerly with NBC and later with KTSM. El] Paso, back in Chi- 
| cago with Navy public relations Kastor agency has made arrangements 
to record the ‘Meet the Navy’ show as broadcast by WLS and is offering 
the platters to any station in the country free of charge ..Happy Jack 
Turner renewed on WLS by Sherman K. Ellis for McLaughlin coffee 
company for 26 more weeks of five-a-week 10-minute morning shots. 





former 





IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Milt Samuels leaves this week for Hollywood to take charge of Blue 
publicity in the west....Ben Harkins has resigned as program director of 
KFRC to go into confidential government work....with the Don Lee unit 
five years....Sandy Spillman, KSFO announcer and brother-in-law of 
Phil Lasky of KROW also gave notice....becomes a naval aviation cadet 
.-.-Spillman, a veteran of the KSFO staff, went back to school to get 
credits for the commission....Torm Foster, radio editor of Shopping News, 
recovering from a rink injury incurred when another's skates cut him 
over eye.. -Bob Dumm of KSFO will conduct a radio production course 
at University of California this summer. 

KFRC has picked up a new sponsor for Fulton Lewis, Italian Swiss 
Colony wines....handled by Leon Livingston agency....Alfred Crapsey 
has been named KPO salesmanager by Al Nelson, Red chieftain here.... 
comes from KOA, Denver....Howard Sipe, radio editor of the Berkeley 
Gazette, promoted campaign which netted 1,000 pounds of tea for boys 
aboard two British cruisers... .Lincoln Miller, formerly program director 


- ieee Fairbanks, Alaska, is a new addition to the KSFO announcing 
staff, 
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Director, Writer Bring Show to Success, 


Their Reward Is Loss of Pesiions 


+ 





Eyebrows went up around New 
York radio row this week with the 
news that Al Rinker and Margaret 
Lewerth, who nursed ‘The Gay Nine- 
ties’ over a three-year period up 
to a 17 C. A. B, rating, had been 
rewarded with dismissal. Rinker as 
director and Miss Lewerth as writer 
stayed with the show to years while 
it was a CBS sustainer. They moved 
with the show a year ago when 
United States Tobacco began spon- 
soring of the program in which Joe 
E. Howard and Beatrice Kay are 
featured. 

Discharge of the pair has been 
explained as an economy move. 
Frank McMahon has an independent 
producer-agent status with the 
sponsor and will succeed them as 
writer-director. 

Trade talk on the situation is of 
the lack of legal protection to talent 
that takes the bumps and the long 
patient development period only to 
be scratched off the payroll. It 
geems generally conceded by all, in- 
cluding U. S. Tobacco, that the di- 
rector and writer were largely re- 
sponsible for the upbuilding of the 

show. 

The Columbia Artists Bureau sold 
the program as a package, including 
the pair. 


Harry Sedgwick 
Again Chairman 
For Canadians 











Ike Levy’s CBS Stock 


Washington, Feb. 17. 

Family transaction cut Isaac Levy’s 
stake in Columbia Broadcasting dur- 
ing December, according to the year- 
end report of the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. He reported 
the sale to his wife of 19,400 pieces 
of Class A common, while keeping 
22,819 shares of the B paper. 

William C. Gittinger reported pur- 
chase of 20 shares for an account in 
which he has an interest. 


PRESS BIAS 
CURBS WAR 
PUBLICITY 


New Haven, Feb. 17. 

New Haven’s press-radio fight 
broke out again last week when 
manager James T. Milne of WELI 
charged that Mayor John W. Mur- 
phy sides with publisher John Day 
Jackson of Journal-Courier and Reg- 
ister, both of which dailies won't 
break boycott of local broadcasters 
even for listings 
broadcasts. 











to publicize radio programs of the 
local Defense Council is a slap at 
the public,” Milne said. ‘Radio is 
only trying to do its part, but it has 
been blocked at every turn here in 
New Haven.’ 





Montreal, Feb. 17. 

The Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters completed its annual 
Wed- | 
nesday (11) with reelection of Harry 
Sedgwick, of CFRB, Toronto, as 
chairman of the Board, reappoint- 
ment of Glen Bannerman as paid 
president, and of T. Arthur Evans 
@s secretary-treasurer. 

The new directors of the trade as- 


and Thomas W. 


Council director 


Mayor Murphy 
Farnam, Defense 


|and controller of Yale University, 
were delegated two months ago to 
see publisher about printing emer- 
gency broadcast. schedules Noth- 
ing has been done about it, but Far- 
nam said he will take action before 
next council session. 


RIVALRIES SUBMERGED 
IN CIVILIAN DEFENSE 


Akron, O., Feb. 17. 


sociation for 1942 are: J. W. B 

Browne, CKOV, Kelowna, B. C 

H. R. Carson, CFAC, Calgary; Geo. C. | 
Chandler, CJOR, Vancouver; A. A. | 
Murphy, CFQC, Saskatoon; Jack | 
Cooke, general manager, Northern | 
Broadcasting Co.; Keith S. Rogers, 


CFCY, Charlottetown; N. Nathanson, 
CJCB, Sydney, N. S.; E. T. Sandell, 
CKTB, St. Catharine’s; Phil Lalonde, 
CKAC, Montreal: Narcisse Thivierge, 
CHRC, Quebec City. 





Network Renewals 


Philip Morris ‘Playhouse,’ CBS. ef- 
fective Jan. 27, Biow agency. 
‘Maudie’s Diary,’ CBS, Continental 


Baking, effective Jan. 29, Bate 
agency. 
‘Lincoln Highway,’ Shinola polish 


NBC-Red (WEAF), effective 
a4, Benton & Bowles agency. 


March 


Three Akron radio stations— 
WAKR, WJW, and WADC—have 
joined together for the first time 


Will broadcast a weekly program for 
the Summit County Civilian Defense 
Council. Programs will originate at 
WAKR. 
C. Neil 


Starr is in charge of the 


broadcasts working with S. Bernard | 


|Berk, of WAKR; Bob Wilson, of 


WADC; and William O'Neil, of WJW. | 


Buffalo- Thomas Hic leaving 
W apa copy desk to navy 
Charley Bailey exited WGR-WKBM 
ports staff to join sports de part- 
ment of morning Courier-Express 


here 


*key 


join 


Blue Aucitions Boston Affiliates 


Might Consider WLAW, Lawrence — Other Candi- | arrive: | han aoe 
dates, WHDH, WMEX, WEEI (Latter Now CBS) | 


Boston, Feb. 17. 
The Blue Network is making a 
survey of the Boston station situa- 
tion with the view of lining up a 
successor affiliate to its present WBZ. | 
The stations that the Blue has under 
consideration are WHDH, WMEX, 
WEEI and WLAW, the last being lo- | 
cated in Lawrence, 30 miles outside 
of Boston. Network officials figure 
On making a quick deal once the 

necessary data has been compiled. 
WBZ becomes ee aie h NBC 
Ji he 15, which date ci ides witl 


‘lease for 


the expiration of the contract which 


John Shepard, 3rd, holds with 
WNAC 
ely Mu- 


WAAB. 


exclusiv 


and 
“ome 


WNAC 
then bec 


lets, 
will 


| tual. 


has had WEEI 
the past five years, did 
some dickering with WLAW last 
vear. WLAW was at the time a like- 
ly candidate for 50.000 watts. WHDH 


CBS, which under 


is still in process of getting 5,000 
watts full time on 859 k.c. Latter’s 
part 


current tate is 


; 


1,000 


of Defense Council 


‘Failure of New Haven newspapers | 


NEC | 
and the Blue for his two Boston out- | 


DWIOED JURY 
UN THla fo WAR 


Last-Minute Version for 
Latins Made Against Much 
Counsel — One Viewpoint 
Holds That Yankees 
Should Talk Less and Act 
More Just at Present 





OTHERS PRAISE 





Inaugural Saturday night (14) of 
the four-network-sponsored, super- 
dooper, morale-building program, 
‘This Is War,’ produced a sharp divi- 
sion of opinion among psychological 
warfare experts and radio critics. 
The unfavorable viewpoint summed 
up with the taunt, ‘Big Talk and No 
Victories.” The favorable viewpoint 
argued that certain things must be 
said and the Norman Corwin-direct- 
ed series was saying them. It was 
held that critics did not review 
Saturday’s ‘This Is War’ broadcast 
but instead emotionally reacted to 
the Normandie, Singapore and Dover 
Straits. 

While the all-out-from-way-back- 
ers were calling Corwin’s starting 


program too tepid and tame, the| 
religious types including voices 





that are quick to prattle of ‘Ameri- 


}can imperialism’ were expressing 
|shock and disapproval at the ‘ex- 
| treme’ views and phraseology. 


There also has developed the 
possibility that appeasement, nego- 
tiated peace and Roosevelt-hating 
| elements are out to discredit the 
program because of its supposed 
endorsement by the President. 
Some observers thought they de- 
tected this line in the pleased 
whoops following disclosure yes- 
terday that a singing turn on the 
first broadcast, the Almanacs, 
were ‘Communist favorites.’ The 
implication slyly conveyed is that 
the program’s propaganda with its 


blasts against the Axis is some- 
how un-American. If there is a 
conscious campaign against the 
Government’s own war propa- 


ganda on the air this would pre- 





sumably be sabotage in the best 
Nazi manner. 


Latin Version 


Last-minute decision ad sources 


BIG TALK AND NO VICTORIES’ 





Little Chance for Sanders or Any Other 
Radio-Investigating Bill Just Now 











Gerard Willem Van Loon, 
writer-son of Hendrik Willem Van 
Loon, has written a new set of 
lyrics for the Largo from Dvorak’s 
‘New World’ Symphony. Barry 
Wood will sing it on Coca-Cola, 

Guest on the Coca-Cola show for 
March 1 will be Dinah Shore, her 
first date on the series. Golden Gate 
Quartet guests March 8 and James 
Melton the following week, March 
15. 


BILL LEWIS 


HAS NO TIME 
FOR TRIP 


Feb. 17. 
radio head of | 





Washington, 
William B. Lewis, 





| close to the White House resulted in| 
| Spanish and Portuguese versions 4 
| “This Is War’ show being transcribe d| 
|Saturday (14) afternoon for pum p- | 
ling by shortwave throughout the| 
‘country to Latin America Saturday | 
night and Sunday. Production labor 
}and expense was shared by the 
Office of Inter-American Affairs | 
| (Rockefeller committee), NBC and | 
CBS. 

Both the Rockefeller organization 


and the twe 


hon L, 
) nNewwork 


ing the show to South America, but | 
| the pressure on them was from place 
too high to be denied. ‘This Is War 
has been dubbed in radio circles ‘The 
I ( S It € 

= A 

O} Y I 

lome ( la ind tT ne 

pe f T ¢ n » La 

" c k IT I 

ol i AY B n 

efeats, R efellerit nd CBS and} 
| NBC experts feel that the U. S. has | 
jeg ah done enough drum-thumping | 


vn behalf and the time has 
either show 
our tty he might or shut up. 

As a result, the Corwin script was 
completely rewritten and toned down 
|in the translating process. Most bla- 
tant of the propaganda was deleted. 

Engaged to produce the Spanish 
and Portuguese versions was Aldo 
rt of NBC 


Cooper Razor ™ Radio 


Razor 


yn its 


5alhea 
Sail DC 


| Ghi 


Cooper Satety Corp. has 





turned over its advertising account 

| to the Heffe! ang ger agency  & 

Pearson is the account executive 
It inte y I e exte! € 


i cludes 


Cross, 


i 


| Co., as 
| owner, 
' 

j appears only on 
oppose d send- | 


today (Tuesday) that he had 


been 


| requested by the Hollywood Victory | 


| Committee to come to the Coast to 
straighten out the hundreds of re- 
quests pouring in for film 
|radio defense shows Lew! de- 
| clared. however, that he has no time 
;to make the trip 
| available to send. 
Victory Committee is said to be 
| besieged by the for the 
| stars in the talent adminis- 


| ters. 


names on 


demands 
pool it 


16 YEARS W WITH WEEMS, 





Chicago, Feb. 17 
Parker Gibbs, one 
| veterans of the Ted Weems 
tra, is quitting the “band business to 
| join the NBC production department 
here. 


of the standard 


Gibbs has been with the Ween 
rchestra for 16 years as saxop! 
and vocalist Will be a produce 


handling pop musical shows 


Who’s Who at WMCA, N. 


It’s okay with the FCC for WMCA 
New York, to be WMCA, Inc., in- 
stead of Knickerbocker Broadcasting 
under Don Flamm, former 
Edward Noble, new licensee, 
the board under new 
corporate set-up 

Officers 
President; 


are: Earl E. Ar 
Donald S. Shav 


Van Loon’s Coca-Cola Tene! 


song- | 


the Office of Facts and Figures, said | 


and no deputy 


GIBBS A RADIO EXEC 


orches- 


Y. 





Washington, Feb. 17. 

Any Congressional consideration 
| of the Sanders bill, counterpart of 
the overhaul measure originally 
| sponsored by Senator Wallace White 
of Maine, is far in the distance. 
Despite reports of wishful thinkers, 
the House Interstate Commerce 
Committee has no thought of delv- 
ing into radio matters or hearing 
views about possible changes in the 
FCC at this stage. 

The war has upset the whole leg- 
islative schedule. It was apparent 
last week that no radio measures 
will receive attention for a long time 
to come—unless President Roosevelt 
surprises everybody by giving the 
White-Sanders idea a pat on the 
back. 

Currently pondering numerous 
measures of far greater importance, 
the House group has failed even to 
make a tentative date to take up 
the idea of renovating the FCC. Any 
hearings are ‘far in the future,’ ‘Va- 
riety’ was told, and the prospects 
for action ‘get worse rather than 
better.’ 


Northwest Blues 
To Raymer From 
Petry Office 











Seattle, Feb. 17. 
A change in national sales repre- 
sentation applies to the Blue nete- 
work stations in the Pacific Northe 
vest KJR, Seattle; KGA, Spokane, 
nd KEX, Portland, are switching 
from Edward Petry to Paul H. Ray- 


mer. 

etry retains representation for 
i the Red web outlets in the area— 
KOMO, Seattle; KHQ, Spekane, and 
KGW, Portlar 


KEX has been represented by Ray- 
mer since Jan. 19, and KJR’s 
tract went into effect on Feb. 
KGA switches on March l. 


cone 


15, 


1.0. Due at Houston 


Buffalo, Feb. 17 

Dr. I.Q. quiz for Mars, Inc., wound 

Shea’s Buffalo theatre last 
(Monday) and moves Feb. 23 
to Houston, Texas, for week 
hitch at Metropolitan theatre 
| ‘Dr’ Jimmy McClain punctuated 
his visit here with stretch of pneu- 
|} monia, which sent him back to Meth- 


up at 
night 


Six 


odist Hospital in Evanston, Ill., tor 

treatment between his last few broade 
ists from Buffalo 

Des Moines Bob Mi r 

f K -KRNT ha ne t Ariz a 

rr ( ; 


Announcer Staffs at Blue and NBC 


Ray Diaz Supervises Spielers at Blue—Reginald 
Stanborough Ditte on Night Trick 


Ray Diaz has 
pervisor of announ 
network (WJZ), w 
Stanbor men night 
Lewis Julian assist: 
| pumervisor, “BI lue anoun 
] Bill Abernathy, George Ans- 
Douglas Browning, Milton 
Jack Fraser, George Hayes, 
George Hicks, Don Gardner, Hugh 
James Gilbert Martyn, Jack Mc- 
Carthy, Ray Nels yn, Charles N 
Glenn Ri Wi Spargrove and 
Bob W: sed 


been appointed su- 
cers of the Blue 


ith Reginald 





cer staff in- 


bro, 


o1e5, 


liam 


+. fF Sor ATP Pad 
stati iVI eo ry 


(WEAF) includes 
Denton. Don 
Cliff Engle, 
Hall, Ed 


Ford Bond, Bob 
Cordray, Jack Costello, 
Ben Grauer, Radcliffe 
Herlihy, Dick Dudley, 





Clyde Kittell, Graham McNamee, 
Howard Petrie, George Putnam, 
Dave Roberts, John Simpson, Bob 
Stanton and Lyle Van. 
Philadelphia.—Charles Stahl. fore 


mer general manager of WPEN, has 
joined the WDAS sales staff 


Charles Freed, formerly of WKIP, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., has joined the 
¥ ‘ Wire 
A Ui vy¥Y scr. 


~ 
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| WHIP DEAL SLOWED 





All-Night Operation for WIND, Chicago, nessa roncve x0 com 


On Basis of Mandel’s Bulk Contract’ .... 





—_ + 


Through 





Chicago, Feb. 17. 
apparently been en- 
|countered in the proposed deal for 





lthe take-over of WHIP, Hammond 


| . . Pc . ia . < a ; -j 
Chicago, Feb. 17. /WMAS, Springfield, Mass., | (Ind.), by Marshall Field as a tie-in 


Station WIND goes on a 24-hour 
daily schedule starting March 1, fol- 
lowing the consummation of a 24- 
hour deal with Mandel Bros. depart- | 
ment store for a five-minute news- | 
cast every hour on the hour around 
the clock. 

Deal was arranged through the 
Schwimmer & Scott agency, here, 
which sold the program idea to Man- 
del’s cold, without having had pre- 
vious contact with the new account. 


WIND will have some 219 news | 
broadcasts each week, in addition to | 
the regular news and sports com- 
mentary programs. WIND carries 
Associated Press and Transradio 
Press services. 

Ralph Atlass has made arrange- 
ments for the installation of a 30- 
kilowatt Diesel generator to assure 
virtual continuous operation in case 
of regular power line failures. 








Horse-Yard Fraud, Using 
Radio, Earns Terms In 
Calaboose for Pair 


Akron, O., Feb. 17. 

Two Akron men who beat the 
races at Thistle Down track, near 
Cleveland, by unlicensed shortwave 
radio, were given federal reforma- 
tory sentences for violating the fed- 
eral communications act. Judge 
Emerich B. Freed sent Robert C. Bet- 
teridge, 36, to Milan, Mich., reform- 
atory for six months, while David 
B. Wolf, 48, who spent three months 
in county jail waiting trial, got a 
three-month term at Milan. 

The fraud plan called for one man 
to be parked in a car near the track 
where he could spot the apparent 








| sion. 


Seeks 1,000 W on 910 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 17. 


with the Field morning Sun paper 
here. Understood that the Field 
| group has called a sudden halt in ne- 
| gotiations for the station after it 


Jockeying for first place on the | had put up $75,000 in escrow for 45% 


dial among Western 


radio station, WMAS, Columbia out- | 


let, has filed a new petition with the| srea transmitter and the WHIP deal 
Commis-| may yet be concluded satisfactorily, 
Station wants to change fre-| though probably ,on a 
|quency from 1450 to 94, to install | financial basis. 


7 sa: As | directional antenna for day and night | 
With the addition of this schedule | nes. ond to increase power from 900 


Federal Communications 


to 1,000 watts. 
Manager Albert W. Marlin filed. 





Del King to Hollywood 


Chicago, Feb. 17. 


Mel Williamson. 


Plantation Party.’ 


Seeds agency press chief. 


Russel M. Seeds agency is sending 
Del King from Chicago, where he | five days a week. Program includes 
has been casting director, to Holly- |\‘Women in Defense’ guests, shopping 
wood, where he will work on the |comment by Ann Davenport, fashion 
‘Capt. Flagg & Sgt. Quirt’ show with |talks and light classic discs turn- 


Watson Humphrey becomes radio 
director here and continues to pro- 
duce ‘Uncle Walters Dog House’ and 


Massachusetts | interest in the outfit. 


Field, however, continues to be in 
earnest about obtaining a Chicago 


different 





WSRR, STAMFORD, SELLS 








Stamford, Conn., Feb. 17. 
WSRR has sold C. O. Miller, local 
department store, full a. m. hour 


|tabled by Gale Smith. 

Time deal is station’s biggest since 
it went on air last fall. 

Joey Nash, former Richard Him- 


, Monte Randall|ber warbler, comes from Brooklyn 
is appointed assistant to R. K. Jeffers,|to handle daily participation show 


on WSRR. 


LOCAL DEPT. STORE) 


Wife Bars Hubby From The Air 





Chattanooga, Feb. 17. 


Joe Engel, president of Chattanooga baseball club, owner of WDEF 
and showman, had to call off his amateur show on his own station 
here after setting up whole works. 

Show was titled ‘Joe Engel’s Ham Amateur Hour, with Engel as 


emcee for surrounding hillbillies, etc. 
and was ready to go until Mrs. Engel got wise. 


appease her. 


Projyram had sponsor lined up 
He had to cancel it to 


She said it was beneath the ballyhooer’s dignity. 








Lawyer, Stock Broker Enter Radio 


DePasquale Brothers Committed to Morning and 
Evening Periods on WBYN, Brooklyn 


Ralph and Nicholas DePasquale, 
previously identified as an attorney 
and stock broker resvectively, have 
a deal with WBYN, Brooklyn, to 
produce Italian language programs 
‘along American lines’ each morn- 
ing from 9:30-10:30 and each night 
from 8-10 p.m.. This bulk time puts 
the DePasquale Brothers in a profit- 


sharing arrangement with station. 
Recordings of Italian music, stress- 

ing operatics, will be used nightly 

but for Sunday night there will be 





a live show built around Alfredo 





Salmaggi’s pop-priced opera at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
Morning series will compete with 
WOV, which has a big daytime Ital- 
ian audience. WOV goes Fnglish 
speaking entirely after 6 p.m. daily. 





New York City.—Robert I. Garver, 
account executive at WOR, New 
York, has resigned to join the sales 
department of WJZ, New York. He 
was formerly with Tide mag. 

Marion E. Crane, who headed guest 
relations at WOR, New York, has re- 
signed following an extended illness. 
No successor has been named. 





























winner. He then flashed the news 
by shortwave to another who got his 
money to the bookies before the 
books were closed on the race. 
Defendants claimed that the Gov- 
ernment must prove they intended to 
send signals which could be heard 
out of the state, but Judge Freed 
held it made no difference what 
they intended, that radio signals by 
their very nature are interstate. 


WNYC DENIAL BY FCC 
PLEASES OFFICIALS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 

There was considerable individual 
rejoicing in Minnesota when FCC 
announced its denial of the petition 
of Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia to 
have New York’s municipal station, 
WNYC, enjoy afterdark tenancy of 
a of WCCO, CBS outlet 

ere. 

State of Minnesota officially had 
intervened in the case. After the 
decision, Gov. H. E. Stassen and the 
mayors of Minneapolis and St. Paul 
immediately sent telegrams to Chair- 
man Fly, commending the Commis- 
sion on its action. 











Payne to Dissent 
Washington, Feb. 17. 

Even though Mayor F. H. La- 
Guardia has threatened to stir up a 
rumpus in Congress, the FCC does 
not think it wise to break down the 
830 kc channel. Proposed findings 
last week indicated a top-heavy de- 
nial for WNYC’s application to op- 
erate nights on this I-A frequency. 

The Commish held that the La- 
Guardia proposal to operate until 11 
p.m., instead of quitting at sunset at 
Minneapolis, is a violation of exist- 
ing rules and contrary to the prin- 
ciple of distributing facilities equi- 
tably. Commissioner George H. 
Payne, who from the outset has in- 
sisted the municipal transmitter de- 
serves better facilities, announced he 
will dissent. 


WSRR Farm for CBS Pages 


Stamford, Conn., Feb. 17. 
Three CBS pages—John Mulliken, 
Jr., John Thayer and James An- 
drews—ailotted WSRR time to ex- 
periment .with ‘Playhouse of the 
Future,’ progressive radio drama. 
Mulliken and Thayer commute to 
N. Y. from New Canaan and have 
to make connections at Stamford, 
anyway. 
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CONSEQUENCES OF ‘FREEZING 





Glycerine, By-Product of Soap, Gives 
Makers of Latter War Assurances 





Soap advertising budgets will 
probably be little effected by priori- 
ties. According to present indica- 
tions, there are ample stocks of ma- 


terials or substitutes. Fact that 
glycerine, a soap by-product, is es- 
sential in the manufacture of ex- 
plosives, ensures maximum produc- 
tion of soap during the war. 

Some manufacturers may pres- 
ently be hit by inability to obtain 
cocoanut oil from the East Indies. 
In that case, palra oil may be im- 
ported from Africa, or, if that is un- 
obtainable in sufficient quantity, 
soybean oil or some other substitute 
will be used. There is also a possi- 
bility of shortages of certain chem- 
icals (as in P. & G. Dreft, Teel and 
Drene). 

In any case, with a maximum sup- 
ply of glycerine necessary for the 


meinen 





production of explosives, it’s figured 
the Government will not allow 
shortages of materials to curtail the 
manufacture of soap. 


B. S. Bercovici Airs On 
WHK But From Akron 


Cleveland, Feb. 17. 

B. S. Bercovici, Mutual news com- 
mentator, has been sold daily over 
WHK to manufacturers of White 
Dove Mattresses. 

Bercovici recently married the 
former Katherine Hahn of Cleve- 
land and took up his residence in 
Akron, where he originates his daily 
network programs through WJW, 

Mrs. Bercovici is a sculptress who 
maintained a studio in New York 
for the past six years. 








New Radio Books 


Four new books on radio have 
recently been published. They 
are: 

‘Radio Goes to War’ by Charles 
J. Rolo (Putnam, $2.75). A de- 
tailed account of the uses of 
shortwave propaganda by the 
various warring nations. 

‘This Freedom’ and Other Ra- 
dio Plays by Arch Oboler (Ran- 
dom House, $2). Oboler’s tale of 
the Nazi takeover of America 
plus selected items. 

‘Thirteen by Corwin’ (Holt, 
$2.75). A collection of scripts 
written by Norman Corwin. In- 
troduction by Carl Van Doren. 

‘Who, What, Why Is Radio?’ 
by Robert J. Landry, radio edi- 
tor, ‘Variety’ (George P. Stew- 
art, $1.50). First in a ‘Radio 
House’ series of books of uni- 
form format, this one is de- 
scribed by the publisher as ‘a 
definite preface’ to broadcasting. 








PARLOR FULL OF GALS 
FOR MAN-ON-STREET 


Cincinnati, Feb. 17. 
Mike MHunnicutt’s ‘Man-on-the- 
Street’ series on WKRC has been 





supplanted by a weekday studio 


show, labeled ‘Mike’s Luncheon 
Party,’ in which six women are se- 
lected for participation in parlor 
games. 

After close of 15-minute stanza, 
the femmes are given a pound of 
coffee and dine in the Hotel Alms, 
headquarters of the station. Dot 
Food Stores sponsor the series. 





Hazel Kenyon’s Panel 





Seattle, Feb. 17. 
Hazel Kenyon, director of public 
service programs on KIRG, will head 
a panel on the relationships between 
schools and local broadcasters at the 
first national convention of the Asso- 
ciation for Education by Radio. 


Meets in San Francisco on Feb. 


21-26. 





eer ae 





nisty ocean wastes, its messages direct 
ur CONVOYS, Warn against enemy raiders. 
Dur mighty armored forces are linked 
vith their command through its space- 
pnsuming magic. Battleships and sub- 
marines, 
arties, 


shore batteries and 
bombers, fighters, 


itt, while Radio is helping our arms 


tough radio broadcasting. 


PETRY 


At the myriad fronts of this mighty 
war, the Voice of Radio speaks with 
urposeful authority. From ‘far above 


and attack 
quadrons—all depend on Radio for in- 
mation, direction, and unification. 


rectly on the war fronts, it is no less 
Fidy to serve them on the home front. 
toughout the nation, one hundred and 
itty million Americans, eager to play 
leit part, are already obtaining their 
ormation, direction, and unification 


the home front, Radio brings to 
erica’s citizens the dynamic voice of 
heir Commander in Chief. It unites them 
hind his plans and purposes. It brings 


AND 


he VOICE behind the men 


behind the Guns! 


landing 


them the news, good or bad, which sends 
them. ‘crowding into recruiting offices, - 
pyramids sales of Government bonds and 
stamps, sends the Red Cross drive “over 
the top.” Its voice causes countless men 
and women to present themselves for 
services of all sorts. It speeds factory 
workers ‘to ‘their tasks “in piling up 
weapons of war with which to crush the 
enemies of Freedom. 


The voice of America’s free Radio surges 
with the “spirit of a~ nation aroused, 
united, determined. You can sense in it 
the courage of a people who have fought 
for Freedom before, and willingly do it 
again. You can hear the singing hearts of 
men and women who, at any cost, will 
defend their American way of life. 


Thus, on every battlefield and front—in 


every mill, factory and home—the Voice 


once more free. 





COMPANY, 


INC., 


of Radio is helping to unite ‘the © vast 
power of America. It will continue’ to 
serve without stint, until the world is 


NATIONAL 





























REPRESENTATIVE 





‘S00 EXPANSIONS 
OFF FOR DURATION 


Meantime Broadcasters Fret 
As to Whether Mexico, 
Cuba and Canada Can 
Cash In Under Havana 
Treaty While Yanks Are 
Shackled by DCB Order 


—_——_— 


CENSUS OF TUBES 





Washington, Feb. 17. 
Veritable freezing of the domestic 
broadcasting industry at its present 
Stage of development, plus confisca- 
tion of supplies stored by product 
operators, looms as a result of Fed- 


eral moves to prevent dissipation of 
critical materials needed for war 
production. 

The Defense Communications 
Board recommended last week that 
no construction be permitted unless 
there is convincing proof the re- 
sults will be to provide service for 
areas not currently getting reliable 
signals from existing transmitters. 
Even though permits have been is- 
sued, work in progress will be halted 
But the FCC does not propose, on 
the other hand, to stop holding hear- 
ings, 

Exact number of individuals who 
will suffer under this policy cannot 
be ascertained, but approximately 
300 candidates and station owners 
will have to revamp their plans. 
Latest check showed the Commish 
had around 170 requests for new or 
improved facilities on the hook, 
while there were 147 outstanding 
construction permits. Latter batch 
includes 125 authorizations for new 
plans, all of which now will havé 
to be re-examined to see if they are 
necessary to deliver to poorly served 
areas. 

Census of Tubes 

Anti-hoarding campaign is in the 
making, as next move to keep the 
radio industry from consuming ma- 
terials which the military could em- 
ploy profitably. Census of stocks on 
hand—chiefly tubes—is under way 
by the D.C.B. in accordance with 
desires of the War Production Board. 
So far there has been no clue how 
the Federal authorities will go about 
calling in the spare parts which 
foresighted broadcasters may have 
tucked away in their stockrooms. 
Nor any hint what the Government 
may consider unwarranted stocking 
up 

The FCC is agreeable to the policy 
suggested by D.C.B., ‘though diliffer- 
ences of opinion existed about all of 
the conditions imposed. In industry 
circles, however, great dissatisfac- 
tion exists, chiefly because the con- 
ditions appear to have been framed 
with the thought in mind of further 
efforts to break the so-called major 
network ‘monopoly.’ 

The provisos that construction may 
be allowed if the project will pro- 
duce ‘substantial new primary serv- 
ice’ are the cause of most uneasine 
Strictly interpreted, these will per- 
mit erection of stations in the radio 
desert west of the Mississippi and > 
a few islands in the East. Likewi 
present plants on the fringe of the 
puorly-served regions may be able 
to wangle more wattage and improve 
their competitive situation. But the 
operators who would be plunged 
into more torrid rivalry will be en- 
tirely unable to take a defensive 
step. 

Great confusion has resulted in 
the ranks of radio lawyers, in view 
of the Commission’s determination 
to go right ahead on a business-as- 
usual method of receiving and pass- 
ing on applications. From now on, 
though, a new issue will be injected 
—whether the proposed construction 
or improvement will give added 
service to a substantial audience— 
which will over-ride all others in 
importance. Candidates henceforth 
may pass all the established tests of 
fitness—legal, financial, and technica! 
—but still flunk the examination. 
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*THIS IS WAR’ 

With Robert Montgomery, 
Kroeger, House Jameson, Ted 
Jewitt, Theodore Goetz, Stefan 
Schnabel, Carlo Desantis, Edward 
Racquello, Lili Valenti, Gerald 
Kean, Edward Mayehoff, Almanac 
Singers, Lyn Murray Orchestra, 
Archibald MacLeish 

Morale Show 


INDUSTRY-SPONSORED 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
All Stations 

‘This Is War’ is not for those 
charming people who consider it bad 
form to speak too harshly of the 
Nazis. This series is apparently de- 
termined to be downright hostile to 
our enemies, rating them as consid- 
erably worse than misguided. There 
Was no lace on the Valentine with 
which Norman Corwin inaugurated 
the series Saturday (14) over the 
four major (and bill-paying) net- 
works, Instead, Corwin and his col- 
leagues seemed dedicated to the idea 
that we could use a littl® more peev- 
ishness in the U.S.A. just now. 


Many perhaps looked to this 
‘Presidential’ program for clues as to 
policy, strategy, specific proposals 
for action. Such expectations are 
wholly naive. The enemy was look- 
ing forward to this program quite 
as eagerly as any citizen. (Enthu- 
siasm for the future and power of 
radio has recently produced some 
fantastic notions that radio ought to 
take over the war and run it.) 

Written, acted and directed with 
angry intensity, the program re- 
minded Americans that this was no 
war of American desire, that the 
struggle was inevitable because Ger- 
many willed it so, and its toady, 
Japan, provided the episode. There 
was a macabre roll call of the ‘dead 
dead and the living dead’ to testify 
to the bestiality of the Nazis. There 
were grim allusions to hunger gnaw- 
ing in the bowels and of coarse jokes 
following rape. It was not a program 
that used euphemistic words. They 
said ‘bowel’ and they said ‘rape.’ The 
program was obsessed with the sim- 
ple idea that our enemies are not 
nice people. 

Coming at the end of a week that 
saw the Normandie disaster, the 
Singapore tragedy and the Dover 
Straits heartbreak, this program was 
a hypodermic of emotional vitamins. 
Saying which, it is perhaps good 
realism to add that no radio program 
can make a news-sick people feel 
suddenly gay. These broadcasts have 
an attitude-conditioning function 
vital to the long pull. They cannot 
compete with gloom in 72-point 
headlines. But they are not less use- 
ful because of what they cannot ac- 
complish, or because those who fear 
‘hatred’ worse than they fear the 
Nazis will decry the tough-talking, 
spade-calling, spine-walloping propa- 
ganda of pugnacity. 

This program began its 12-week 
career not only in the gray haze of 
grim events but at a moment when 
the word ‘complacency’ has threat- 
ened to become a national obsession, 
the Government taunting the Public, 
the Public flinging back the same 
charge against officials. ‘This is 
War’ is not going to satisfy the ex- 
tremes of conservatism or the ex- 
tremes of radicalism. But it may 


Benny 


well be potent for the average 
American. 
It needs to be recalled, too, by 


those who say ‘not strong enough’ 
that too much too soon in emotional 
terms may produce a hangover as 
evil in its way as too little too late 
in mechanical matters. 

Technically, the inaugural program 
was standard Corwiniana. It used 
his free-transition system of jump- 
ing from narration to sound effect to 
musical bridge to soliloquies in a 
sepulchre. There was, as with Cor- 
win’s medal-winning Bill of Rights 


‘LET’S FIGHT’ 
Slogans, Military Music 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

T-T-S, 7:45 a.m. 
WEAF, New York 

This program because of its sim- 
plicity and cheapness (an announcer 
shouting captions of a patriotic na- 
ture interspersed with martial music 
from phonograph records) is easily 
susceptible to widespread local adap- 
tation. It is the easy way for local 
stations that lack the know-how and 
the personnel to emulate more pre- 
tentious national morals efforts such 
as ‘This Is War’ (see the adjoining 
column). 

Idea of ‘Let's Fight’ is to start peo- 
ple off in the mornings (7:45 a.m., 
just before departure for work) in 
a pugnacious frame of mind. Such 
stuff contrasts with the dreamy diet | 
of sweetness and light which has 
been dished out to the American 
public for years. 

While this sample of ‘Let’s Fight’ 
left a lot to be desired production- 
wise, the program is arresting as to 
formula and purpose. It is a straw 
in the wind of early 1942 as the 
U.S.A. begins to be jolted out of its 
kindly ways and soft good nature. 
Like ‘This Is War,’ the slogans and 
the grim, blood-scented talk will 
horrify the squeamish who cling to| 
their rosy ideas that wars can be 
fought in gentlemanly style as when 
in the 16th Century a French chev- 
alier stepped above the breastw ‘rks, 
made a sweeping bow with_his 
plumed hat, and addressed his Eng- 
lish adversaries in these stately 
words: ‘Will the gentlemen of Eng- 
land have the goodness to begin 
shooting.’ 

This NBC quarter-hour (Tuesdays- 

Thursdays-Saturdays) shouts ‘You've 
a job to do—a darn big job. Right 
now we're losing the war. That’s a 
fact. Let’s go, let’s wake up, lei’s 
fight.’ 
The program needs a lot more 
script attention and thought than it 
is presently getting. But the program 
coincides with sound advertising and 
propaganda nations that ideas need 
repetition and that copy should reg- 
ister simple thoughts and blunt lan- 
guage. Land. 





| LANGENDORF 





broadeast Dec. 15, the inestimable 
advantage to the author-director of 
an imaginative, skillful, original mu- 
sical score, in this case provided by 
Lyn Murray. The mounting, pound- 
ing, emotional effect came through 
primarily not because of, or despite, 
any specific technical elements. It 
was the sheer force of the message, 
the explosion of feeling. Lacking 
basic sincerity, the mere microphone 
know-how could easily have been 
shrugged off as routine radio ‘art.’ 





‘RED RYDER’ 

With Reed Hadley, Tommy Cook, 
Charlie Lung, Frank Martin, Vic- 
tor Rodman, Lurene Tuttle, Fred 
Shields, Will Wright 

30 Mins.—Regionai 

UNITED BAK- 
ERIES 

T-T-S, 7:30 p.m. 

KECA-Blue, Hollywood 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Cut from the same bolt as ‘The 
Lone Ranger,’ this saga of a fightin 
cowboy from Painted Valley was 
only a_ blurred stencil on the 
takeoff. 


The similiarity is too patent to be | 


overlooked. The kids who follow 
the adventures of Ryder in the fun- 
nies, and they're the ones this is 
aimed for, will have to have more 
red-blooded stuff than on the opener 
if they're to chase the elders away 
and take possession of the receiving 
set. 

From the day the bread bakers 
hitched up to this Fred Harmon 
paneled pageant of the great ore 
spaces there has been no end oO 
bickering. First the sponsor de- 
manded a week's free trial, which 
he got. Then Hec Chevigny, after 
turning in 14 scripts only to have 
most of them rejected, packed up his 
typewriter and went away from 
there. Little thought was given to 
the fact that Chevigny wrote the 
successful audition and is now a 
screenwriter at Warners. Chief 
obstacle, however, was that Stanley 
Langendorf, headman of United 
Bakeries, couldn’t quite make up his 
mind whether to have each install- 
ment a complete chapter in itself or 
let the thing hang from Tuesday-to- 
Thursday-to-Saturday, in the ap- 
proved manner of the daytime 
heartwringers, It’s still too early to 
tell whether the George Washington 
Hill of the West Coast bakers will 
let it run cliff-style. 

Reed Hadley, choice of many 
for the Ryder role, may yet snap out 
of his lethargic heroics and run 
those baddies out of Devil’s Hole. 
On his first ride (‘git goin’, Thun- 
der’) the script held the whip hand. 
He was more pushed than pushing. 
Chappie has a warm drawl but his 
locomotion needs better traction, By 
the time he got hep to what was 
going on, the U. S. Mail was rifled 
and a stage driver done in. The 
chase, when it comes, may last for 
days unless the scripters put a little 
fire into Red and Thunder. 

Supporting cast is first rate. 
There’s Tommy Cook, an able small 


fry air trouper, as Little Beaver, 
Charlie Lung, Lurene Tuttle, Fred 
Shields and Victor Rodman, sea- | 


soned vets who can play any of a 
dozen roles. Atmosphere and mood 
music lopes along in rhythmic pre- 
cision—from special recordings by 
Robert Armbruster. Don Clark pro- 
duces and has a hand in the writing. 
It seemed bad judgment to have Ben 


A ball of fire and a pillar of | Alexander break into a suspenseful 


strength to the program was Robert | Sequence to prattle about the merits 


Montgomery, a fugitive from Holly- 
woo, who acted the narrative part 
in the uniform of a U. S. naval lieu- 
tenant. A large cast (many to speak 
lines in German, Italian, French, 
Japanese) was brought together un- 
der expert control. Benny Kroeger, 


| 
| 


| 


of the Langedorf loaf. 

After nearly 30 minutes of choppy 
action, cliche and mildew, and NBC’s 
signoff kid moving stealthily toward 
the microphone, a voice rings out— 
‘be sure and tune in Thursday night 
and learn what will be Red Ryder’s 


who doubled several roles, stood out | ee he faces the angry mob 
| outside.’ 


for his tingly reading of a crushed, 
dispirited, wailing Frenchman. 
Curiously typical Americana came 


toward the end, when a lively group! With H. Allen 


called the Almanacs translated this 
war into hillbilly terms, singing and 
guitaring a spontaneous folksong, 
‘Round and Round Hitler’s Grave.’ 
This brought much that had been 
said in more flowery terms down to 
the level of the barn-dance public. 
As a script touch it was a floodlight 





of understanding. Land. 
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‘SWOP NITE’ 


Dianne Courtney, Jack Fraser 
| Audience Participation 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
The Saturday 8:30-9 p.m. period 





full quota of exhibitionists. It also 
may be considered as the silliest cor- 
ner of the week. With the Blue’s 
entry of ‘Swop Nite’ the past week- 
end (14) there are three network 
programs bidding for that element of 
listeners that enjoys watching the 
‘life of the party’ cut parlor capers 
with lamp-shades and women’s head- 
gear. At this same time there’s 
‘Truth or Consequences’ on NBC and 
‘Hobby Lobby’ on CBS. 

The Blue’s candidate has as m.c. 
H. Allen Smith, a newspaper humor- 
ist and the author of ‘Low Man on a 
Totem Pole,’ and the device it offers 
for inducing the folks to let down 
their hair is the ancient game of 
communal trading. The program 
runs along at a leisurely pace, Smith 
and B. A. Rolfe swop wisecracks that 
occasionally bring a smile, a band 
contributes a tune and Dianne Court- 
ney spans a stagewait with a torch 
number. The introductory install- 
ment suggested that it’s not going to 
be easy to keep the listener interest 
at fever point for much of that half 
hour. 

The mechanics of the stanza have 
been pretty well organized. Swop- 
pers don’t litter the studios with 
their offers, They merely state what 
they want to trade for what, and 
Jack Fraser, the announcer, calls off 
the article’s registration number and 
explains that those interested can 
effect a deal by communicating with 
‘Swop Nite’s’ clearing house located 
at Dublin, N. H. The trade offers 
that were reeled off during this ses- 
sion included 25,000 bees for an air- 
dale, two evening gowns for a blue 
evening chair, a Florida alligator for 
a wooden Indian, a pair of new ice- 
skates for a Carmen Miranda hat, a 
stuffed tropic fish for a stuffed bear, 
and (this from a 10-year-old boy) a 
camera for a six-shooter, Odec. 





Smith, B. A. Rolfe, | 


can now be considered as having its | 


JACK DEMPSEY’S SPORTS QUIZ 
With Mark Goodsin, Caswell Adams, 

Ned Brown, Dick McCann 
30 Mins.—Local 
PIEL’S BEER 
Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 
(Sherman K. Ellis) 

Jack Dempsey is a member of a 
sports quiz panel. He is the best 
known rather than the guiding 
member, the whole program having 
the usual affinity between names 
and radio and sports and beer, On 
the inaugural broadcast last Satur- 
day (14) the entertainment results 


were meagre due to production 
slowness, Caswell Adams, boxing 
writer of the N. Y. Herald Trib, 
proved glib at this sort of thing. 
Question-putter Mark Goodsin was 
pretty stiff, seemingly lacking the 
‘necessary bounce and nimble cere- 
bration required, although some al- 
lowances should be made since it 
was, after all, the first time out. 


Program is ostensibly Dempsey’s, 
but he’s shrouded, as one of the 
sportswriter experts, in the melee 
of questions and answers. There was 
even the suggestion of prompting a 
couple of times when he ventured 
an answer. Ned Brown, Dempsey’s 
literary medium, was among the 
first-night ‘experts’ the ex- 
champ’s corner. 

Questions are sent in bv the listen- 
ing audience, with $5 in defense 
stamps going to those whose 
questions are used and a $25 defense 
bond to those whose questions can- 
not be answered. A different panel 
of : aileata is planned for each 
week. Naka. 


in 


HELEN TWELVETREES 
Film Reviews and Gossip 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Miss Twelvetrees, former film star, 
displayed a refreshing and charming 
delivery on this quarter-hour stanza 
ostensibly devoted to gossip about 
pictures and thumbnail reviews, but 
cluttered up with vegetables. After 
an outline of the new Leslie Howard 
picture, ‘Mr. V,’ and a supposed per- 
sonal message from Howard in which 
he told of some of the difficulties 
encountered in shooting ‘Mr. V’ in 
England in the midst of air raids, and 
how these difficulties were overcome, 
| the program, close to two-thirds of 





i the total time, devoted itself to a list- 
|less interview with T. H. Everett, of 
the New York Botanical Gardens. 
This dealt with vegetable gardening 
and shortage of onion seeds. Object 
of getting people to grow their own 
vegetables as a means of aiding the 
war effort is doubtless worthy, but 
just how the finer points of garden- 
ing fit into a film gossip program is 
mystifying. 

Miss Twelvetrees should devote her 
time and unusually good voice to pic- 
tures, the theatre and Broadway. 
She might be one of the best, for 
| delivery, on the air in that field. 
Mori, 





WIBG Sidewalk Studio 


hiladelphia, Feb. 17. 
Work was started last week on 
WIBG’s new studios in central-city 
Philly. Plans call for a sidewalk 
studio as well as regular broadcast- 
ing rooms, reception and recreation 





Marble Hill golf 
hocken, Pa. 
WIBG, now broadcasting at 1,000 
watts in Glenside, Pa., is expected to 
move into its new home June 1. 


course, 


rooms and business offices. The new 
10,000 watt transmitter will be | 
erected on ground adjoining 


Consho- | bandleaders,” 


|; Chews 
|minute strip) are lively and zoe 


ny 
‘ALL OUT FOR VICTORY’ 
With Emerson Smith, Ed Stoker Or 
meen 8 oy nes, Dorothy 
eonard, Joe rkham, B 
30 Mins, lian 
EIMCO CORP. 
Monday, 6:30 p.m. 
KDYL, Salt Lake City 

_ This soldier’s quiz, audience-par. 
ticipation show, or the whole, rates 
high from the standpoint of enter. 
tainment for tRe boys themselves ang 
air audience as well. This achieve. 
ment would obviously require no 
little jockeying from the script and 
production departments since two 
other objectives could easily have 
dominated: that of selling defense 
bonds, to which the show is dedicat. 
ed, and that of pleasing a sponsor 
who is new to the airwaves. Not 
only is sponsor of this show new to 
radio, but it’s first time in this area 
for a mining or related industries to 
bankroll a broadcast. (About one. 
half of this listening area’s wealth is 
from mining.) 

Program is outgrowth of the sus. 
tainer, ‘You’re in the Army Now,’ 
which was similar in format and 
completed a 14-week run. Origina- 
tion is from Reception.Centre at Fort 
Douglas, Utah. Opens with E. Stoker 
orchestra, bang-up rendition of ‘Any 
Bonds Today?’, followed by an- 
nouncer John Woolf introducing the 
stars and the sponsor. 

Emerson Smith handles the quiz of 
the soldiers. It’s complete hoke, the 
boys win a dollar, right or wrong, 
and have fun doing it. Smith feeds 
questions so that answers are often 
laugh-getters. 

Joseph Rosenblatt, official of the 
sponsor, gave a capably presented 
speech, a la Cameron on the Ford 


hour. Earlier in the program, Smith 
gave forth with a longish speech 
concerning Eimco’s merits which 


should be halved once the series is 
set, leaving the plentifully sprinkled 
‘Eimco’ announcements to carry the 
load. 

Mildred Baker, John Woolf and 
Alvin Pack did a business-like job 
of presenting two ‘resolutions’ from 
what was called their ‘Decalog for 
Americans,’ one called ‘I Resolve to 
Be Brave’ and the other ‘I Resolve 
to Be Strong.’ So that nothing should 
; be missing, air audiences were treat- 
jed to the actors joining the boys in 
pledging allegiance to the flag. 
| Adding these all up and not for- 
| getting the plentiful and always too 
|drippy dialogs plugging defense 
bonds, it was clear the talent was 
struggling against too much Eimco, 
too much conversation and over-done 
sentiment. It tended to stav senti- 
ment and never developed into good, 
honest emotion. 

Bob Reese, tenor, wowed the boys 
with ‘Brahm’s Lullaby.” The ‘Stoker 
Clinkers’ (quartet including Bob 
| Reese, Pappy Parker, Joe Kirkham 
|} and Max Anderson), also did a good 
| job of ‘A Gay Rancheroo.’ 

Alvin Pack scripted the show and 
helped John Woolf with Emerson 
|Smith to produce. The entertain- 
ment part of it was first rate. June. 








‘MOONLIT MUSIC HALL’ 
With Ross Mulholland 

Dise Jockey 

20 Mins.—Local 

CHEWS 

Daily, 11:40 p.m. 

WCAIU, Philadelphia 





WCAU has unveiled new disc 
| jockey, Ross Mulholland, from 
|Detroit’s radio row. Not just an- 
other record spinner but hes plenty 


lof zing in his voice, lots of punch in 

his delivery. Pilots turntable music 
|caravan in such a manner that he 
|creates the illusion that the listener 
jis tuned in to a live show. 


Mulholland uses sound effects of 


the | cheers, applause, etc., ‘talks to the 


has a swift line of 
| palaver and appears to be an expert 
ad libber. His commercials for 
(sponsoring the first 10- 


right into the chatter. 
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WFBR brings you a $-party wire that all Maryland listens in on 
A network within a network! That’s the biggest radio news and: 
buy today in Maryland. 3 top stations, covering the entire State, 
all wrapped up in one big, economical package ... Baltimore, 
Hagerstown and Salisbury . . . all fanning out from 
WFBR...the network Maryland listens to! 


WFBR 


BALTIMORE 


* WBOC, Salisbury * * * WJEJ, Hagerstown * 
Mutual and Maryland Coverage Networks 
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Toledo—Bill Stevens, formerly of 
wIBC Indianapolis, has become an 
announcer at WTOL. Kar! Nelson 


has resigned. 





payton—Harley Lucas has joined 

the announcing staff of WING, com- 
jing from WLOK, | Lima, O. 
added at WING is _ Josephine 
Andrews, continuity writer, from 
WCED, Dubois, Pa. 





Beaumont, Texas—Engineer Ernest 
Stanton succeeds Winston Chilton at 
KRIC. Latter moves to KTOK, 
Oklahoma City. Stanton comes to 
radio afier serving ten years as ship 
operator for Sinclair oil. 





st. Louis—Jim Hennessey, KXOK 
gabber, has enlisted in the U.S.N. 
Charles Barnhart, KXOK continuity 
editor, gone to WMBD, Peoria, II. 

Dorothy Woodward, of Rader and 
Woodward, a vaude team, currently 
in ‘Those Were the Days’ cast at 


KMOX. 


Philadelphia — William J. Bailey, 
formerly of NBC announcing staf% 
has joined KYW. 

Other new additions at KYW are 
Jane Durnin, Claire Kelly, program 
department, replacing Walter Smith 
and Walter Feeley, who have joined 
the Army; and Beatrice Otis, added 
to program department. } 

Raymond Rogers, formerly with 
Eastern Air Lines, has joined the 
engineering staff of W53PH, WFIL’s 
F-M station. 





Pittsburgh—Nancy Brooks has 
been appointed music librarian at 
KDKA, replacing John’ Kresge, 
called up by the Army. Mary E. 
Henderson is her assistant. 





Minneapolis. — Rod O'Connor, 
WCCO announcer, has resigned to go 
to eastern station. William Gal- 
braith, formerly of WLB, University 
of Minnesota station, replaces him 
with WCCO. 





Detroit.—Shifts among local mike- 
men here include the transfer of 
Charles Farrell, former program di- 
rector of WJLB, to the announcing 
staff of WWJ where he replaces 
Jack Wyatt, now at WNEW. 

Charles Gussman, after an avsence 
of several years in Chicago radio, 
also has returned to WWJ and 
James Eberle moves from the an- 
nouncer post to the newly created po- 
sition of program supervisor under 
Mel Wissman, program manager. 

Rickard Slade, announcer at 
W45D, the Detroit News F-M sta- 
tion, has resigned to go to WKWK, 
Wheeling, and is being replaced by 
Bernard Ladendorf, formerly with 
WJLB. 





Bridgeport—Eileen Wilson, 
Bridgeport Post writer, gets femme 
fare chore at WICC, succeeding Vir- 
ginia Miller, moved to Washington, 
D. C. Hal Lynch, ex-Times-Star, 
joined WICC sales staff. 

Cincinnati —Kurt W. Steinbrenner, 
who joined the Crosley publicity 
staff in November, when he was 
transferred to the Army’s Enlisted 
Reserve Corps via the 28-year limit 
Tuling, returned Tuesday (3) to ac- 
tive duty. 

Marion Moore, announcer and m.c. 
from Florida, where he worked on 
Several stations, joined WLW-WSAI 
Monday (2). 

William E. Meredith, radio direc- 
tor for Presba, Fellers & Presba, 
Chicago, for the past two years,,joins 
WLW next week. He will write and 


check mail-order copy and do script- 
Ing for the general run of shows, 
especially dramatics, under Van 


Woodward, continuity director. 

Tuscola, Ill.— William Shaw 
Knapp of sales staff of WDZ, has re- 
Signed to become merchandising 
manager at WIBC, Indianapolis. 

Bob McCracken, former sax and 
clarinet player and arranger with 
€nny Goodman and Frank Trum- 
auer, has joined the announcer staff 
of WDZ. 

Bob Williams, engineer, into radio 
division of the Army. 

Johnny Paul is a newcomer to the 
WDZ announcer ranks, 





New York City—Philip Fuhrmann, 
formerly with WMCA, New York, 
nas joined the national spot sales 
Staff of the Blue network. 

Jack Woods, formerly New York 
neat of the Newark Evening 
lon and previously with the N. Y. 
Ournal, and F, Lawson Bennett, for- 
merly head of his own bond firm, 





have joined the sales staff of WINS, 
Hearst outlet in New York. 





| 
| San Luis Obispo, Cal.—Laurence 
| P. Lansing, announcer-writer-pro- 
| ducer at KVEC, San Luis Obispo, has 
; resigned to assume active duty as 


| ° . ° 
| He will take a brief vacation in Los 
Angeles before reporting. 





_Memphis—‘The Cats on the Keys 
piano team over WMPS (Jack Mor- 


of the Army Air Corps. Olswanger 
has enlisted in the Naval Air Corps. 
| Another WMPS staffer, Bookkeep- 





| er Phil Cole, has also left to join) 


| the Navy. Repiacing is Volney E 
| Edwards, who also becomes office 
manager. 





New York City.—John Flynn, who 


company as a member of the sales! 
service department of the Blue net- | 
work (WJZ). 

Harold P. See, NBC engineer, has 
been appointed senior television) 
supervisor, succeeding F. A. Wankel. 
recently named New York division 
engineer. See continues as television 
field supervisor, but will have A. E.| 
Jackson as field assistant. 

Kenneth E. Greene, assistant re- 
search director of the Blue network 
(WJZ), has been upped to assistant 
director of research of NBC. J. Rob- 





Also) Second Lieutenant in the infantry.| ert Myers, formerly with NBC and 


recently with the NAB, has rejoined 
| NBC as chief statistician. 

| James Boozer, formerly with the 
| Washington News, and Edward Wal- 
lace, formerly in the South Ameri- 


gan and Berl Olswanger) breaking! ¢@" department of the Associated 
up. Morgan training in Wichita| Press, have joined NBC news and! 
Falls for aircraft mechanics division | 


special events staff. They replace 
|Bob Eisenbach and Paul Husser], | 
| who joined the Army. | 
| 





Cincinnati.—Margaret Dotson, from) 


.,Southern California, has joined 


WCKY’s promotion department. 





| Seattle—June von der Hellen,| 
| publicity department of KIRO,| 


resigned from the NBC mail room| Seattle, has joined the editorial staff 


/ Staff some time ago, has rejoined the of the Seattle Times. 


_— 


New 50,000-Watter 


For Waterloo, lowa 





Blue, Mutual Bid for DuMond-Blair Lohnes-Fetzer 
Station—But Priorities May Mar the Outlook 





Lowell Thomas Airing 


Helps WGY Observe 20th - 


Schenectady, Feb. 17. 

Lowell Thomas comes to Sche- 
nectady Feb. 20 for a meeting of 
service clubs — Rotary, Kiwanis, 
Lions, Professional & Business 
Women and Zonta—marking the 
20th anniversary of WGY. 

Originating his Sun Oil Co. news- 


;cast here that night. 





Flo MacDonald Injured 
Buffalo, Feb. 17. 
Florence MacDonald, WGR singer, 
recuping from injuries suffered when 
car skidded on icy pavement and 


| smashed into a tree. 


Singer was doubling back from 
personal appearances at suburban 
Williamsville Glen when accident 


‘ oecurred. 


+ 





| Intense bidding is on between the 


Blue network and Mutual for an af- 
filiation with the proposed new 50,- 
000-watt station in Waterloo, Ia. The 
|grant for the outlet, on 1,540 k.c., 
has been issued by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission but there’s 
still the question whether the equip- 
ment ordered for the newcomer will 
be affected by the FCC’s freezing 
| order. 

Financial interest in the proposed 
50-kilowatter is split up among quite 
a few persons. These include actor- 
announcer Joseph DuMond, who was 
known on the air as ‘Josh Higgins,; 
John Blair, the station rep; Horace 
Lohnes, Washington attorney, and 
John E. Fetzer, of WKZO, Kala- 
mazoo. 








Bob Bradley, staff vocalist KLZ, 
Denver, has joined army. 








—_ —a 








Announcing: 


A NEW SALES SERVICE 


XTENSIVE study of the movement of con- 

sumer goods in both the food and drug 
fields, over a long period of time, has brought 
to light the need for a new type of sales 
service. These studies reveal that — whether 
a manufacturer sells through jobbers, sales 
agencies, brokers, or direct—there are times 
when there is a decided need for short, in- 
tensive selling campaigns. 


However, a manufacturer who decides on 
such a course is faced with the problem of 
securing capable sales personnel, at pro- 
hibitive cost. Hence, Specialty Sales has been 
organized as a sales service agency avail- 
able, eventually, to manufacturers operating 
in Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and West Vir- 
ginia. 

Heading Specialty Sales is Lou E. Sargent, 
a veteran of twenty-five years in the spe- 
cialty drug and grocery selling field — fifteen 
years with Harold F. Ritchie and Company, 
Inc., later with one of the major national 
drug manufacturers, and with a ranking 
manufacturer of a food product sold in both 
drug and grocery stores. Mr. Sargent’s ex- 
perience fits him admirably for leadership 
of this new type of sales organization. 


Specialty Sales has no resemblance to sales 
agencies as they have been known in the 
past. Neither is it intended to replace the 
established sales organization of any man- 
ufaciurer. Rather, its purpose is to supple- 
ment regular sales efforts or supply a short- 
term sales organization for intensive selling 


SPECIALTY SALES 


efforts on new packages ... new producis 
-.. Special deals ... sales support for special 
campaigns or seasonal drives .,. or any 
other sales, distribution, or dealer relations 
campaigns. 


Specialty Sales will employ only men with 
proven sales records, high type men who 
can secure and keep better salary jobs. Its 
services can be bought at one-half or less 
the usual man power cost, and it offers the 
additional flexibility of having a one week 
to 90 day contract. Specialty Sales will not 
handle more than four non-competing ag 
counts at one time, and costs can be conv 
puted on a per call or weekly flat rate. 


Furthermore, Specialty Sales will have full 
access to the findings of a large research 
department on the movement of drug and 
food products and the attitude of dealers 
toward manufacturers. 


Specialty Sales will function as a separate 
organization but will work in cooperation 
with WLW, The Nation's Station, with finan- 
cial security guaranteed by The Crosley 
Corporation. 

Initial operation of Specialty Sales will 
cover the trading area of Greater Cincinnati, 
As sdund expansion is made, nine major 
markets of the four-state area will be added. 


Opportunities for your profitable use of 
Specialty Sales are many. For details of its 
operation, or a suggestion as to how you 
might use our services, call or wire .es 


1329 Arlington St, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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Stahlman a Reluctant Show-Closer; 
See FCC 4-3 In Opposition to Ties 
Between Press and Broadcasting 





Washington, Feb. 17. 

With the line-up from all appear- 
ances still 4 io 3 in favor of a ban, 
the FCC last week —— up its 
eight-month probe into airs of 
the newspaper industry and airing of 
views on the desirability of for- 
bidding publishers to hold radio per- 
mits. The hearings recessed in- 
definitely Thursday (12) after James 
G. Stahlman, former president of 
American Newspaper Publishers As- 
sociation and owner of the Nashville 
Banner, appeared on the stand under 
instructions from the District of Co- 








The Enemy’s Ears 





Several New York ad agencies 
last week put up official posters 
cautioning the personnel against 
loose talk about America’s war 
efforts. The poster, which is 
signatured by the Office of Facts 
and Figures, the FBI, the Naval 
Intelligence and other like serv- 
ices, reads: 

‘The Enemy Is Listening. He 
Wants to Know What You 





Know. Keep It to bP: 











lumbia Court of Appeals. 

Parade of witnesses on 
of the publisher - boadcaster group 
seemingly did not make a single 
FCC convert, though they furnished 
a mass of valuable raw materials for | 
a dissenting opinion in ease the| 
Commish majority decides to impose | 
a prohibition on newspaper -radio | 
ties. 

Regular attendants at the sessions | 
which started last summer agree the} 
Commish gives every indication of 
lining up this way 


behalf 


In favor of a rule forcing pub- 
lishers to unload their radio in-| 


terests: Chairman Fly and Commis- 
sioners Walker, Durr, and Wakefield 

Against singling out the newspaper 
industry as ‘unfit’ to operate stations: | 
Commissioners Case, Craven and! 





Payne. 
Not Impressed 
The semi-legal arguments about 
dubious constitutionality of a ban | 


do not seem to have impressed the} 
New Dealish element which takes | 
the view that ‘public interest, 
venience and necessity’ are 
powerful than free speech and free 
press guarantees in the Bill 
Rights. While ostensibly undecided, 
the quartet headed by the Chairman 
repeatedly disclosed by the tone of} 


con- 


questions and casual observations a| 
Strong conviction that public interest | 
‘will be promoted if all links betw een | 


the two media are severed. Sjmi- 
larly the Case-Craven- -Payne wing 
reflected equally deep feelings that 


such a policy will be undesirable be- | 


sides unquestionably a direct viola- 
tion of the Constitution. 








Chattanooga.—John Gray, WDOD 


chief announcer, has been caught in 
the draft and reports Feb. 21 at Fort 
Oglethorpe, Ga. 
added to announcing staff. 


WZJBK | 


250 WATTS | 


overs Detroit’s 214 Million 
eople Ramveseeiind 57% 
of Michigan Population. 


24 HOURS A DAY 


JBK 
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| Syracuse, 


‘| effective April 1. 


more | 
| 


| seller 


Charles Gullickson | 





HARRY WILDER 
ADOPTS 2%, 
DISCOUNT 


Harry Wilder, operator of WSYR, 
and other stations, will 
add a cash discount to his rate cards, 
It will be 2% on | 








payments made within 10 days. 
Wilder stated last week that he 
thad thoroughly explored the sub- 





iport of the broadcasting industry. | 
Also that it is better to put the item 
on the rate card than show discrimi- 


nation by granting it only under 
| pressure. 
Wilder is also of the opinion that 


the trade shouldn't carry on con- 


of | troversies between the buyer and! 
in war times, even though | 


business is good. 





Wenban With Government 
Chicago, Feb. 17. 


Another agency exec quits the 


| field “or the duration. Robert Wen- 
|ban is leaving the Sherman & Mar- 


|quette agency here for service with 
|the government, 
Wenban was v.p. of the outfit. 


have other 
|arrange play-by-play 





Mary Hunter’s Lead In 


Proposed Gibbs Series 


Mary Hunter, of the ‘Easy Aces’ 
cast, and Henry Morgan, an an- 
nouncer, have the leads in a new 
half-hour comedy series, ‘Nice Cou- 
ple,” which John Gibbs has recorded 
for agency submission. Show is 
scripted by Ed Sherry. 

Axel Gruenberg directed it and 
Bill Meeder supplied the organ cues. 


MBS CONSIDERS 
‘42 FOOTBALL 





Program directors of Mutual af- 
filiate stations are being asked for 
early consideration of the problem of 
| broadcasting college football games 
/next fall. Circular letter was sent 
| them Jast week by Tom Slater, sports 


and special features director of 
WOR, N. Y.,’ the network’s key 
ste ition. 


Intention is to try to solve in ad- 
vance the question of whether, in 
cases where a major grid contest is 
being broadcast by one or more other 
networks, Mutual should cover that 
game or take another and possibly 
less important one. Matter was 
raised at a meeting of the affiliate 
program directors last November. 


Problem arose last fall when, ia 
certain instances, Mutual had sched- 
uled the broadcast of what promised 
to be an outstanding game, only to 
networks subsequently 
accounts of 
the same contest. In most such cases 
last fall, Mutual then withdrew and 


| ject and come to the conclusion that | |took other games, rather than dupli- 
| this trade practice deserves the sup- |cate broadcasts. 





FRITZ BLOCKI JOINS 


BENTON & BOWLES, N.Y. 


Fritz Blocki, Chicago  writer- 
|director, has moved to New York 
| permanently and has joined the Ben- 
ton & Bowles agency radio 
under Kirby Hawkes. Deal was 
pending some time but delayed for 
Blocki to pinch-hit at WGN, Chi- 
cago, on a couple of operettas. 

Blocki will work on seripts 
time being. Will probably 
later, 


for 











Keith Kiggins Chides Fred Weber For 
Comment On Flagg-Quirt’ Switch = 


|time that the 





Keith Kiggins, 
head of the Blue Network, last week 
answered by way of a memo to af- 
| filiated stations some comment that | 
| Fred Weber, Mutual’s general man- 
| ager, had made in connection with 
the network career of the ‘Capt. 
| Flagg and Sergt. Quirt’ series. Lat- 


| Friday nights for Brown & William- 
| son. 

Weber’s comment had been di- 
rected to the 12 stations on the Blue 
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stations relations | 


|ter program had been on the Blue | 
for Mennen’s and it’s now on NBC} 


which are in communities with less | 


than four outlets and which in a 
|}number of cases 
| programs. Weber wrote 
tions that it seemed 


coincidence that the 


these sta- 
to be quite a 
same week in 





Detroit on Eastern Wartime But State. 
Farmers Force Central Zone Time 





The Blue Paychecks 


Employees of the va tinea network 
were paid in the new company’s 
own pay checks Friday (13), the 
first time since the split from 
NBC. Instead of the usual 
checks on grey-green tock, the 
Blue network checks were on 
white paper, with vivid blue 
printing and signed with blue 
ink. 

Much kidding that nearly all 
employees getting the new kind 
of checks made a speedy trip to 
the bank to get them cashed. 


CHICAGO'S OWN 
PRODUCTION 
AWARDS 


Chicago, Feb. 17. 

Radio Awards committee, headed 
by Stu Dawson, WBBM-Columbia 
assistant program director, has set 
plans for annual contest held by Chi- 
cago Federated Advertising Club to 
pick up outstanding local programs 
and network shows produced in Chi- 
cago. 

Entries are to be submitted to the | 
Federated Advertising Club by March | 
13 and awards will be made by April | 
15. With Dawson at the head of the 
committee, WBBM is out to capture 
the award for sure this year, and the 
station has already narrowed down 








its presentation to eight network 

| shows and three local programs. 
Programs must be wholly pro- 

duced in Chicago, although an oc- 


staff 


| 
| 


direct | 


~ the Sonovox device in its latest | 


also take Mutual | 


which the Blue announced its sepa- | 


ration from NBC and that it 
going to underwrite the ‘Capt. Flagg’ 
series On a sustaining basis this 
turns up as a sponsored article on 
NBC. The situation, added Weber, 
struck him as peculiar in light of 
what was supposed to be a complete 
divorcement of the two networks. 

| In his letter Kiggins stated that 
the point which Weber had raised 
was childish and void of sound rea- 
soning. Kiggins remarked that un- 
doubtedly it would have been per- 
fectly all right with Weber had the 
program gone from the Blue to Mu- 
tual and that it was obvious, accord- 
ing to Weber’s intended jibe, that it 
was not mete for a program to go 
from one independent network struc- 
ture, such as is the Blue, to another 
network of similar integral makeup, 
such as NBC, 


12-YEAR ACCOUNT LOST 
BY WGR TO WBEN 


Buffalo, Feb. 17. 

Kendall Refining Co. moving its 
sportcasts from WGR Thursday (19) 
to WBEN where it will bankroll Jim 
Weils seven days a week. Taking 
6:15-6:30 slot on weekdays and 6:45 
on Sundays. Ralph Hubbell was its 
sports voice on WGR, which up to 
last weekend had found no new 
backer to take over Hubbell’s com- 
ments, 

Account placed by Landsheft, Inc., 
ran almost 12 years on 
Claims a nation’s record for long- 
est sports run by one sponsor. 











adopted for a radio commercial se- 
| ries. Advertisers had heretofore 
shied away from the thing because 
|of what was described as its weird- 
ness, such as words fashioned to the 
sounds of a locomotive whistle. 
Sonovox’s royalty arrangement is | 
$1 per station per use. 


Was | 


casional use of outside talent or lo- 
cation will be overlooked. 


SONOVOX BEING USED 


ON SHELL OIL DISCS ..2 


J. Walter Thompson is introduc- 


one-minute transcriptions fcr Shell 
| Oil Disney soundtracks have been 
using this combination of the hu- 
man voice and sound affects for | 


some time, but this 


mechanism has been 


makes the first | 


Detroit, Feb. 17. 

Michigan’s freak time changes 
have come close to costing the radio 
stations in this area an estimated 
$500,000. At the moment the De. 
troit Common Council, which re. 
belled from the State on time, has 
saved the stations but the situation 
will become a corker when Detroit 
and its suburbs remains on Eastern 
Wartime while the rest of the State 
goes on Central Wartime. Com. 
plaints by the stations and indus. 
trialists have staved off the Goy. 
ernor’s signature to the law which 
would put Michigan in the Central 
Wartime belt but the farmer Legis- 
lature packs enough votes to over- 
ride him. 

The odd situation here is that 
Michigan lies on the eastern fringe 
of the Central time belt. Back in 
World War days the State went on 
Eastern time as a convenience since, 
on true sun time, it was as close to 
one time zone as the other. When 
the Federal time change was put in 
recently, it moved Michigan two 
hours ahead of its theoretical time, 

The farmer legislature felt that 
two hours ahead of the sun was too 
much and last week passed a law 
which would have caused the citi- 
zenry to turn back their clocks Mon- 
day (16), one week after they had 
turned them ahead. 

The new time change would have 
removed all Detroit stations from the 
convenience of being on the same 
time as Eastern stations and caused 
| Genaive losses on all time buying. 


DON BESTOR SUES 
ON ‘JELLO’ SIGNATURE 


Don Bestor, 











orchestra leader, filed 
suit Friday (13) in-the N. Y. su- 
preme court against Jack Benny, 
'NBC, Young & Rubicam agency and 
|General Foods Corp. seeking $50,- 
1/000 damages for the alleged misap- 
|propriation of the musical signature 
‘Jell-O,’ used on the defendants’ 
program. Plaintiff claims he created 
|} the musical signature. 

was first employed on the 
orchestra leader in 1934, 
| Besides the money damages he asks 
| é an in junction, 

| 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS avo [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **/ 100°, 





0 pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY Jace | 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EWT 


WABC—5:30-5:45 EWT—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 














WGR. | 


ager, but who is also willing 





WANTED — A VICE PRESIDENT 
WHO IS WILLING TO WORK! 


We want an announcer—or someone who would like to be 
V.P. in charge of the “Two o’Clock Hour,” 
would like to be Assistant to the Assistant General Man- 


In other words, we want a good announcer. 
Write Ed Yocum, manager Radio Station KGHL, Billings, Montana 


or someone who 


to announce 40 hours a week. 
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~ Rap Sally's Furs 


Radio Ballyhoo 





Not Hollywood Designed, 


$500,000 Stock—FTC Demands Reformation 


+ 


Washirgton, Feb. 17. 

New York fur shop, Sally’s Furs, 
Inc. came to grief Friday (13) when 
the Federal Trade Commission 
cracked down with charges of mis- 
representation over the radio and 
through other advertising media. 
Claims that the fur bennies were 
designed in Holly wood or were 
copies of models originating there, 
and that the respondent owned a 
stock of furs worth $500,000, were 
untrue, Commish contended. Repre- 
sentations that the outfit owned and 
operated its own factory also were | 
challenged. 

‘ _ The respondent corporation | 
did not possess $500,000 worth of furs 
at the time the advertisements ap- 
peared,” the FTC declared. ‘The gar- 
ments were not designed or styled 
in Hollywood nor were they copies 
of Hollywood style models, and the 
respondent was not a manufacturer 
of fur garments but obtained the 
coats so advertised from outside 
sources in the open market.’ 

Sally’s Furs was given 20 days to 
answer the charges before a cease- 
and-desist order is issued. 


HARRY ACKERMAN EAST 
FOR YOUNG & RUBICAM 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Harry Ackerman, for the past 
three years producer of Gulf Screen 
Guild airshow for Young & Rubi- 
cam, has been elevated to the post 
of supervisor of radio production for 
the agency, which duties he will 
share with Jack Van Nostrand. He 
succeeds Adrian Samish, who joined 

Paramount Pictures as a director. 
Taking over production of the | 
Screen Guild show will be Hendrik 
Booraem, transferred here by the 
agency from New York where he 
produced March of Time and ‘Man- | 
hattan at Midnight.’ He relieves 
Ackerman, who heads for New York 
after March 1 broadcast. 











Mark Woods to Placide 


Mark Woods, president of the Blue 
Network, left for Florida Sunday 
(15). His wife has been ill and he 
decided to take her South to re- 
cuperate. 

He will be back at the end of this 
week. 
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Didn’t Own Factory or 





Names Sponsors 





Boston, Feb. 17. 

Boston Herald, local daily, has 
no compunctions about using 
commercial sponsors’ names in 
its editorial columns as _ evi- 
denced when George Frazier, 
music critic, wrote about trum- 
peter Andy Secrest on the Kraft 
Music Hall program. 

Frazier as well as radio ed 
Alice Quinlan have repeatedly 
mentioned Ford, Coca-Cola, ete. 








| ing 
| Saturday afternoon sustainer. 


Felix Adams Quits KMBC; 
Fran Heyser, Caroline Ellis 
In Return to Kansas City 


Kansas City, Feb. 17. 

Felix Adams, program director at 
Station KMBC since 1939, has re- 
signed effective March 1. Nothing 
definite as to his future. Don Ma- 
con, recently elevated to assistant 
program director, takes over as the 
administrative head of the program 
department. 

Fran Heyser, who has been in Chi- 
cago handling Arthur B. Church pro- 
ductions, has returned to Kansas City 
and will handle production work. Re- 
cently he has divided his time be- 
tween Chicago, where he produced: 
‘Caroline’s Golden Store’ with Caro-! 
line Ellis, and Hollywood, where he 
helped the Texas Rangers turn out} 
a library of 317 transcriptions, 100 of 
which are original compositions by | 
members of the group. | 

Heyser for the present is produc- | 

the Brush Creek Follies, CBS 








Caroline Ellis has returned to} 
KMBC on her afternoon local gab | 
show. 


MOYLAN SISTERS GET 
NEW SPONSOR PRONTO 





With the cancelled 


because 


out by 
of the 
shutdown on tin cans for the prod- 


girls 
} 
| 
| 
uct, the Moylan Sisters, who are on | 
| 


Thrivo Dog Food 


the Blue Network Sunday matinees, | 
will obtain a successor sponsor in | 
Hecker Products. 

The Clements agency, of Philadel- 
phia, which has the Thrivo account, 
induced Hecker, which was not on | 
Clements list, to take over the sis- | 
ter’s sponsorship. 


| 


Pedlar & Ryan Office 
Closes, Lawrence East | 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

William Lawrence closéd the Ped- 
lar & Ryan agency here and hiked 
for New York, where he will handle 
production of the Freddy Martin pro- | 
gram for Lady Esther and look after 
two of the firm’s soap operas. East- | 
ern hitch is for three months. 

P&R lost its only Coast show when | 
Orson Welles chucked the Esther | 
series to make a picture in South | 
America. | 

| 








Bartunek Clothes signed io spon- | 
sor ‘Strikes and Spares,’ 15-minute | 
bowling program, WHK, conducted | 
by Sam Levine, editor of the Cleve- | 
land Kegler. 

















Conductor — -:- 





PAUL 


DINAH 





Composer -:- 


and His Orchestra 


Conducting and Arranging for the No. | 
Popular Girl Singer of America 


Currently on the WJZ Network at 9:45-10:00 P.M. 
EWT Coast-to-Coast for Bristol-Myers 





VICTOR RECORDING ARTIST 


Arranger 


LAVAL 


SHORE 














Blue Has 115 Stations 


With the addition of WAGE, Syra- 
cuse, and KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo., 
the affiliation list of the Biue net- 
work has now been brought up to 
115 stations. 

WAGE’s alliance becomes effec- 
tive March 1 and KFEQ’s, as a basic 
supplementary outlet, March 15. 


‘AS TWIGIS BENT 
OFF WAX TO CBS 








General Foods has given CBS 
through the Young & Rubicam 
agency an order for the 2:30-2:45 
spot for the ‘As the Twig Is Bent’ 
serial starting in April. This strip 
has been on disc for over a year. 

Same account will at the end of 
March be faced with the problem of 
deciding what it wants to do with 
the three serials which currently fill 
gut the balance of the 2 to 3 o’clovk 
stretch. Renewal time comes up 
then. Only product connected with 
the trio that uses a tin package is 
Maxwell House Coffee. 





Den Roberts From Blue to CBS 

Don Roberts has quit the Blue Net- 
work sales force to become a sales- 
man for CBS. 

He had been servicing the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency. 


Radio Set Manufacturers Given 
4 Months to Switch 100% to War Work 





Worm Turns 





Buffalo, Feb. 17. 
Switchboard calm at WBEN 
was punctured by irate dialer 
who gave receptionist no time 
for her cheery hello. 


‘Modern design,’ he shouted. 
*‘Whoo-o! Whoo-o! Whoo-oo! 
How do you like it?’ 

And hung up. 











Teen-Age Pianists Hired 
By WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
For After-School Shows 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 

Couple of local high school kids, 
Judy Shepfer, 16, and Bill Parsons, 
17, have been taken on by WWSW 
as a two-piano team for a regular 
series of broadcasts. They'll do a 
15-minute show once a week on 
Tuesday evening, specializing in the 
music of Kern, Gershwin and Porter. 

Program will be announced under 
the title of ‘Judy and Bill and their 
pianos,’ 








Washington, Feb. 17. 

Long-threatened order ending al} 
manufacturing of radio receivers 
came from the Wai Production 
Board Friday (13) with the whole 
industry instructed to shift over to 
war operations within four months, 
Despite repeated declarations by the 
industry that it would keep turning 
out at least some product for civilian 
consumption, the Federal authority 
clamped down a complete prohibi- 
tion on such production and warned 
it will take over plants which are 
not voluntarily converted by May 
or June. 


R. R. Guthrie, assistant chief of 
the agency’s bureau of industry 
branches, notified 55 companies to 
start preparing for the day when 
they will fabricate nothing but war 
materials. Large part of the trade 
probably will be handed assignment 
of producing various types of elec- 
trical equipment for ships, aircraft, 
and tanks. 





Jack Richardson’s Change 
Chicago, Feb. 17. 
Jack Richardson has resigned from 
the Russel M. Seeds agency, of 
which he was vice president. 
Is joining the Chicago Recording 
Co. 
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This unique WOR comedy show is 
now snaring more than 15% of the 
listeners when 30% of New York’s 
radios are being used.* What our 
Henry has done for Adler Shoes, 
Trommer’s Beer and many’ others 
is a matter we are very willing to 


The price? Dear Sirs, it’s so very, 
very low — considering what it 


AGENCIES, ADVERTISERS, please note... 


Our address is 1440 Broadway, in 
New York. Our phone number is 
PEnnsylvania 6-8600. Our facts on 
“Here’s Morgan’ are something 
you should really know! 





homes. 


*Not to mention the fact that Henry 
was found to have 21 listeners to 
every ten homes checked oy personal 
interviews. He also appea 

income groups in ALL kinds of 


to ALL 
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| N. Y. Sida Reviews 


Buenos Aires, Rio Opera Bookers 
Seek More Americans; Grace Moore s 


Boxoffice Results Impressed Them 


ne ° 





The financial and artistic success | 
achieved last summer in_ South} 
America by Grace Moore has begun 


to pay dividends for American Alexander Kipnis, basso of the 
opera and concert performers. Mind-|,,., ., i ee eed 7 
ful of Miss Moore's tremendous pop- | Met, who has sung for the pest dec-| 
ularity in Latin Renasien where i ade at the Teatro Colon, Buenos) 
Os eget Sects Hd ¢ | Aire: ri return there this | 
a 28,000-mile, six-week tour, she sold | Aires, will not etu nde h 2». = 
out nearly everywhere. two south- | Summer because of Gifficulties in- 
co . : hy rolved in transportation. 
of-the-border bookers are in New | * aves: wana i . 
York lining up as many Americans | Kipnis is not desirous of flying and 
as possible for their four-month, considers travel by boat too haz- 
seasons beginning in June. | ardous. | 


Presently represented in Gotham | 


Kipnis Nixes B. A. | 




















PHILADELPHIA ORCH 
With Arturo Toscanini 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1942 

The first appearance in N.Y. this 
season of Arturo Toscanini, with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, resulted in 
the finest local orchestral concert of 
the season. 

Perhaps the best-played work was 
Debussy’s ‘Le Mer.’ Tschaikowsky’s 
sixth symphony refuted those who 
insist the Italian master cannot play 
Russian music, for in this work, and 
throughout the evening, the extraor- 
dinary metronomic abilities of Tos- 


}canini were always in full display. 
| Unerring tempi, despite the white 


heat of the passion involved, were 
always in evidence. Eddy. 
ELSIE HOUSTON 
Soprano 
Tow: Hall, N. Y., Feb. 11, 1942 

With «x limited sange, excellent 
quality and superb interpretative 
abilities, Miss Houston won her 
audience at Town Hall. The Bra- 
zilian’s English was hardly suffi- 
cient for her ne:cds, but when she 


ALIENS AND THE WAR_ 


There have been recurrent reports of late—reports with a 
basis of truth—that a number of foreign-born concert and opera 
‘artistes have deigned a sneering criticism of The American 
Way. More specifically, those of Italian and German extr 
1 t10n. 





ac- 





Most Italians and Germans who have pledged allegiance to 
the American flag have been honest in those convictions. For 
\it’s been just a question of simple mathematics. With demoe- 
‘racy as the common denominator, 


But what about those who merely profess allegiance? What 
about those who would accept the benefits of our democratic 
‘principles but sneer in their own circles at our ways and cus- 
toms? This good-natured land of plenty and of welcome js 
plenty tough, once riled. 





It is unfortunate that honest aliens must also feel the finger 
‘of suspicion. For it is they also who must bear the rashness of 
flaring tempers quick to suspect, in these times of stress, any- 
one whose birthright carries the foreigner’s seal. ; 











from the Colon Opera Co., Buenos 

Aires, is Ferruccio Calusio, while 

Silvio Piergili is auditioning sing- | 
Ri 


ers for the Teatro Municipale, 
de Janeiro. The Colon and the 
Municipale are the largest opera 
companies in South America. 

Miss Moore’s tour last summer had 
the sanction of the U. S. State De- 
partment. The Office of the Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
(Rockefeller Committee) contributed 
$8,000 and made possible the use of 
an American bomber to facilitate 
her trip. Her American reputation 
—she ranks third among the top- 
salaried concert stars in the U. S., 
right behind Nelson Eddy and Lily 
Pons—was a contributing factor to 
her sellouts. She is among many 
Americans slated to sing in South 
American opera and concert this 
season. 

Another pertinent factor in the 
desire for Americans in Latin Amer- 
ica is the shutdown of the European | 
market, upon which, in normal} 
years, South America could depend 
considerably for talent. However, | 
war conditions have presently made | 
these performers unattainable. Miss 





delved into Spanish, Trench or her 
|native Portuguese music, the ex- 


livery, plus the brilliant coloring 
effects of her voice, were tops. 
Grace Moore’ was originally 


OPERAS THIS 


skedded for the concert, but her 
illness forced the substitution. 


The N. Y. critics said: 

Times (Straus): ‘Offerings deliv- 
‘ _ |}ered with rare fascination... .gifted 
The Metropolitan Opera Co. this | artist....’ 
season has eliminated 10 operas}. Tribune (Thomson): *Musicianship 
given last year and an 11th is likely ts 1 a gp Ey aod Fi ge a 
to be dropped. Those operas not be- | does not do well is to sing normally. 
ing given this season are ‘Caval-| She vocalizes verbally. 
leria Rusticana,’ ‘Manon,’ ‘Alceste,’ a 
‘LAmsre Dei Tre Re,’ ‘Pelleas et | GYORGY SANDOR 
eee eee, een, Tee mel, es ik Oe, ane 

eno, on Pasquale,’ ‘Lucia’ and| 4 brilliant technician, with thun- 
probably “Trovatore.’ | dering power and a flood of virtu- 

‘Manon and ‘Louise’ are elimi- | sity, is Gyorgy Sandor. His pro- 
nated because Grace Moore, their | ona swept through eves? type of 
principal, has taken on other roles | iterature for the piano with the true 
and neither opera 
as a draw. ‘Alceste’ lost more 
money than any other opera at the 








It was only in the great Beethoven 
Sonato, Opus 3, that Sandor was not 


| 
| 
| 


Moore’s click emphasized the Ameri- | Met last year, ‘L’Amore Dei Tre | quite equal to the demands, but even 


ean outlet. 


MET DROPS 5G 








The 12th week of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Co.’s season in N. Y. found 


an approximate loss of $5,000, with | 
an estimated take of $76,000 out of 


a possible $103,000. Company, at 
the three-quarter mark, has thus far 
lost over $50,000, it is estimated. 

Estimated Grosses for the Week 

Wednesday night (11), ‘Boheme,’ 
$12,500; profit, $500. 

Thursday afternoon (12), ‘Gotter- 
daemmerung,’ $7,000; loss, $5,000. 

Thursday night (12), ‘Rigoletto,’ 
$8,500; loss, $3,500. 

Friday night (13), ‘Tosca,’ $11,000; 
loss, $1,000. 

Saturday afternoon (14), ‘“Tann- 
haeuser,’ $13,500; profit, $1,500. 

Saturday evening (14), ‘Barber of 
Seville,’ $9,500; profit, $500 ($4.40 
top). 

Monday night (16), ‘Traviata,’ $14,- 
000; profit, $2,000. 


ARTHUR KENT IN ARMY 


| Signments. 


IN 12TH WEEK 





| Other operas will include ‘Magic 


Re’ was not a draw, ‘Pelleas’ can- | here it was only by comparison with 
‘ : » awlecc work elscew ~ > 
not be cast properly, “Tristan’ and flawless work elsewhere. Eddy. 
‘Fidelio’ lack the draw of Kirsten | nage til 
Flagstad and ‘Don Pasquale’ was! The N. Y. daily critics said: 
dropped because Salvatore Baccaloni Post: ‘Owner of a prodigious facil- 
Pp 
has his hands full covering other as- | ity and little more. Playing was dry 
and unimaginative.’ 
a +8 Sun: ‘Even in a town with the op- 
, ve ons e ac ae) e r - 

: No eanerer- of anes as a 7 portunities thet New York affords, it 
forthcoming from the Met, but it S| js a rarity to hear piano playing as 
reported the company will definitely | vital, poised and well-balanced as 
present the opera with Irra Petina Cyorgy Sandor offered.’ 
singing her first performance of the — — 
title role the last week of the season HEIDA HERMANNS 
in a benefit. Pianist : 

The Met will present 13 operas in Town Hall, N. ¥., Jan. 21, 1942 


9° Heid Hermanns’ played’ with 
Boston between March 19 and 28. |, es igre 
abundant technique and absorbing 


| ~ oe 10) > < ui ‘ ) e erin’ ¢ id ; ae al ° 
|Season opens with ‘Lohengri ind | brilliance, but the youthful pianist 


closes with ‘Rigoletto.’ It’s the first) .j1] has not solved the intricacies of 


|leg of a Met tour. the works she tried to interpret. 


Her playing, therefore, took on the 


» 6 “3 : 7 >| ea arks of a successi i beauti- 
Flute,’ ‘Traviata,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ | €27™ irk of a succession Of beaut 
| ‘Orteo,’ »| fully played notes, none of which 
| ‘Orfeo, 


*‘Walkuere,’ ‘Rosenkavalier, had an inner meaning Eddy 

‘Faust,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Boheme,’ ‘Aida.| ~~ seh Ss ate 
The Met will wind up its tour in 
|Cleveland April 6-11, when eight World Telegram: ‘Promising debut. 
operas will be presented. serious intent, intelligent grasp of 
—— | design and worked out structural 

problems with mathematical thor- 

Passages could have been 


2 Ballet Troupes Set ee cenees ve and had a richer 


application ef color.’ 


| For 2 Wks. at Met O.H. Pest: excetient technique. highly 


The N. Y. daily critics said 


commendable. 
| cal power. 





Played prettily. pre- 

The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo a oun and in a way that was 

: ; : obviously an exercise e Muect 

and the Ballet Theatre will be pre- r the Prox reise Of love Much 

page Pleomax ne oh , | of the playing was too patently af- 

| sented simultaneously in a two-week | fected.’ ; 
|season at the Metropolitan Opera |} 





|house April 6 by S. Hurok. Both STUART GRACEY 
ballets, currently touring, will arrive | Baritone poner! 


for rehearsals at the end of March Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1942 


BUT STILL SINGS AT MET Over 35 ballets will be offered Stuart Gracey’s debut recital at 
T'« N. Y. premiere of ‘Russian Sol- | Town Hall was a decided success. 


Arthur Kent, young American 
baritone of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co., a second lieutenant in the 
Army reserve was inducied into 
active service Monday (16) in New 
York. Appearing for service with 
the. Second Corps Area, Manhattan. 
early Monday morning, he was able 
to complete his duties in time to 
make what was presumably his 
farewell appezrance, at the Met the 
Same night. He barely made the 


opening curtain. He appeared as/! 


Baron Douphol in the troupe's fifth 
and last “Traviata’ cf the season. 

John Carter, Met secondary tenor, 
has also been called for service. but 
may be allowed to finish the season, 
which ends March 15. 


‘Music for Morale’ 


Buffalo, Feb. 17. 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
opening 1942 fund campaign under 
slogan ‘music for morale.’ 
This year’s goal is $54,200. 


The young baritone po an ex- 


dier’ and the world premiere of : . 
ceilent voice of big range which he 


‘Pillar of Fire’ will be presented 


use with distinctive artistry and 
ry 

Knowledge. His is an operatic voice, 
and his phrasing and handling. in 


general, of this type of excerpt on his 


Lining Up Fall Seasons 
S gram came off best. but the lieder. 


Out-of-town managers and impre- | yp, : 
sins in OY (Y ri . h oe I et French and Italian songs were al! 
Sarios in N. ‘ining up their fall | uniformly good. Some of his pro- 


seasons are Gaetano Merola, San duction methods marred an occa-| 
Francisco Opera Co.; Fred Gee, Win-/| sional line but this was a minor fault | 


nipeg; H. E. Voegeli, manager of the | in an otherwise splendid re7ital. 
Chicago Orchestra; Aaron Rich- Eddy. 
mond, Boston; and Loran Berry, 
Buffalo. | 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Sun- (Thompson): ‘Much fortright 
good singing. 
They Recall This One A nal = disciplined Dic 

Trying to impress an orchestra wie rey he phrased well. ‘ 

: : World Telegram (Bagar): ‘One of 
with his marvelous hearing, a con- | those rare birds. a successful debut 
ductor (well known) changed an ‘E’ thanks to the singer’s fine voice and 
natural to ‘E’ flat in a _ violinist’s his artistie and adult use of it.’ 
'score in the midst of a triple forte _-——_—_———- 
| with brass and percussion going full | 
| blast. At the rehearsal he stopped | BACCALONI ON DISCS 
| the orchestra and accused the player Salvatore Baccaloni recorded four 

records for Columbia Records Corp., 





of playing the tone flat. The vio 
linist yawned and said, ‘Some damn Monday (16). 

fool changed my copy but I know The basso made arias from ‘L’Elixir 
| the score too well—I played the ‘E’ D'Amore,’ ‘Boris Godunow’ and ‘Fal- 
natural,’ ; Staff with the Met chorus. 


pressiveness and charm of her de- | 


tnae h | flair of the virtuoso and with lyric | 
oes muCM | expressiveness of-the highest order. | 


Not sufficient physi- | 


Voice is vibrant. manly | 
Diction was | 








Met Opera Reviews 








Gotterdaemmerung’ Thursday 
afternoon (12) was the fourth and 
last presentation by the Met in its 
annual cycle of the Wagner Ring. 
The opera, in its first Met hearing 
of the season, was one of the best 
from an all-around standpoint. 

Starring vocally and dramatically 
was Helen Traubel. Assuming the 
role of Bruennhilde, Miss Traubel’s 
tremendous brilliant tones, as fresh 
at the end as at the start, were at 
their best. Her interpretation of the 
role was superb, and she reached 
her greatest heights with her sing- 
ling and acting of the Immolation 
scene. It was the finest thing she 
has done among her many achieve- 
ments at the Met. 

Lauritz Melchiecr and Irene Jess- 
ner were both in excellent voice. 
| Herbert Janssen was a Satisfactory 
Gunther and Emanue! List a heavy- 
voiced, .full-bearded Hagen. Kerstin 
Thorborg made much of Waltraute’s 
music, while Walter Olitzki grunted 
and sauealed properly as Alberich. 
The conducting of Erich Leinsdorf 
was outstanding. 





‘Barber of Seville,’ presented for 
the first time this season Saturday 
(14) night, featured the Dr. Bartolo 
of Salvatore 
buffo was also making his season's 
last Met appearance, since he leaves 
on tour shortly. Dramatically he 
|stood head and shoulders over the 
rest of the cast. Vocally he stole the 
show repeatedly. 

Behind Baccaloni was Fausto 
Cleva, Met conductor for the past 22 
years, taking over a conducting post 
for the first time at the Met due to 


the illness of Frank St. Leger. Cleva | 


did a splendid job, being always in 
camplete control of the situation. 
The Met should use him more 

Hilde Reggiani had the top ones 
for Rosina—but little else Nino 


| Martini’s Count was adequate as to} 


acting, but mall-voiced and 

white on top. John Brownlee was 

dequate vocally and dramatically 

is Figaro. Norman Cordon  bur- 

| lesqued too much, but was okay vo- 

| cally Irra Petina repeated her 

almost - perfect characterization of 
Berta, also being tops vocally. 


‘Rigoletto’ received its last presen- 


tation of the Met season Thursday | 


(12) night. The opera for the most 
part was 
poorly sung. Best of the cast was 
Jan Peerce, who warmed up after 
| Questa O quella’ and in the third 
act delivered a superbly sung and 
phrased ‘Parmi veder le lagrime.’ 
Tenor’s acting of the role continues 
to improve and he imbues it with 
warmth and color 


Hilde Reggiani outside of a couple | 


yf high notes was inadequate as 
Gilda. Her pitch varies, her musi- 
cianship was sloppy and inaccurate 
and her acting careless. 
Valentino, as Rigoletto, tried hard, 
but his violent vibrato marred many 
climactic effects, and continual 
forcing threw the voice out of line. 
Bruna Castagna was in very bad 
voice as Maddalena, while Lansing 
Hatfield made Monterone a power- 
ful figure with a small voice. Nicola 
| Moscona was adequate as Spara- 
| fucile. 
Ettore Panizza did his best, to no 
j avail, in the pit. 


| winioiieds 

‘Boheme’ flopped vocally in its re- 
peat Wednesday (11) night. Only 
reember of the cast to deliver well 


was Licia Albanese, appearing as 
|Mimi. The soprano’s acting and 
singing held the audience spell- 


bound, 
Ni Martini °j 

|. no ni, appearing for the 
| first time this season as Rudolfo, 
could be seen but not heard. When 
the orchestra was down to a fine 
point, the tiny, sweet lyric tones of 
the tenor carried across the foot- 
lights, but, for the most part. he was 
completely drowned out in the or- 
! chestration Richard Bonelli was 


3accaloni. The basso- | 


inadequately cast and | 


Francesco | 


——— 


excellent vocally and dramatically 
as Marcello, while Salvatore Bacca- 
loni dominated the acting and sing- 
ing throughout in a dual role. Nor- 
man Cordon was fair as Colline, 
while Annamary Dickey sang and 
acted poorly. Paul Breisbach dis- 
torted tempi and made a general 
shambles of conducting. 


‘Tosca,’ repeated by the Met Friday 
(13), was a thoroughly excellent per- 
formance. Grace Moore, in the title 
role, though recovering from a cold, 
sang magnificently, doing what was 
perhaps the best. ‘Vissi d’Arte’ of her 
|Met career. She stopped the show. 
The soprano’s brilliant high voice 
was rich and full, and her acting has 
improved immensely over the per- 
|formance she gave at the beginning 
{of the season, | 

Frederick Jagel also was in superb 
voice, the tenor drawing much ap- 
| plause for his two arias, and he was 
|especially effective in the savage 
‘Victoria Victoria’ of the second act. 
His acting was excellent. After a 
bad beginning Alexander Sved got 
his big tones under control in the 
second act, and sang a creditable 
Scarpia, but his makeup was faulty. 
Salvatore Baccaloni dominated the 
| Stage continally in his minor bit, 
| while Alessio De Paolis was equally 
|good. Ettore Panizza conducted 
| lackadaisically, which is unusual for 
| him. 





‘Tannhaeuser’ was given a fine per- 
formance, probably its best of the 
year, in its Saturday afternoon re- 
| peat (14). Again led by the indefai- 
gable Lauritz Melchior, whose tones 
boomed forth with great power and 
resonance, the cast delivered right 
down the line. 

Astrid Varnay sang a superb Eliz- 
abeth, acting with simplicity and 
grace. Both the ‘Dich teure Halle’ 
and the last-act prayer were compa- 
rable with her best in vocalization. 
| Herbert Janssen was a vibrant, full- 
throated Wolfram, whose acting was 
alwavs in character, and. while Kir- 
stin Thorborg might not have looked 
like a Venus, her warm, powerful 
| tones sounded like one Alexander 
Kipnis added another laure! to his 
already overcrowded wreath with a 
magnificent portrayal of the King.— 

Erich Leinsdorf conducted in his 
usually brilliant manner Eddy. 


‘MET FATES TO WSF 20 
| CONTRACTED SINGERS 


} 


With 14 weeks of the i6-week 
resident season of the Metropolitan 
Opera Co. completed, 20 singers W ho 
| were listed on the company’s pros- 
pectus at the outset of the year have 
not as yet appeared. Some have had 
difficulties with the management, 
others were carried for courtesy pur- 
poses, one has died, and the non- 
appearance of others is shrouded in 
mystery. 

hose who have not as yet sung 
are Jean Dickenson, Muriel] Dickson, 
Susanne Fisher, Dusolina Gianninl, 
Zinka Milanov, Rose Pauly, Mat- 
jorie Lawrence, Grete Stueckgold, 
Josephine Tuminia, Kathryn Meisle, 
Gledys Swarthout, Paul Althouse, 
Jussi Bjoerling, Charles Hackett 
(died), Anthony Marlowe Tito 
Schipa, Carlo Morelli, Virgilio Laz 
zari, Leon Rothier and Pompille 
Malatesta. 


WAR TOLL IN SAVANNAH 
Savannah, Ga., Feb. 1%. 
War has resulted in cancellation of 
National School Music Festival, 
scheduled here May 6-9. 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Missed signals between Camp Shows, Inc., Music Corp. of America and 
Arthur French, owner of Oriental Beach ballroom, N. Y., left 1,500 Coast 
Guard trainees without a glimpse of the show that was to be put on for 
them last Tuesday (10). Coast Guard recently took over nearby Man- 
hattan Beach summer resort as a training center and Oriental had sched- 
uled for them the first of a weekly series of entertainments to work in 
conjunction with whatever band French had on tap. Denny Thompson's 
crew Was current. Jimmy Wallington was to m.c. 

It seems CSI notified Russ Lyons of MCA that seven acts of vaude 
would be shipped; Lyons notified French. Lt. Commander McCabe went 
through same procedure later, but French, misunderstanding that the MCA 
show and the CSI show were one and the same, told him to cancel the 
latter that MCA was sending its own layout. None showed up. Walling- 
ton filled the time. 








Benny Goodman is another of the top bandleaders facing conscription. 
He has been called by his selective service board to take his physical. 

Goodman band has been at the New Yorker hotel, N.Y., since last 
October, but exits March 12 in favor of Woody Herman. 





Duke Ellington’s gross at the Oriental, Chicago, recently was underesti- 


mated. Actually the band, playing the house on a guarantee and per- 
centage, tallied close to $22,000. 





Preserve Leaders Name as Dance 


Units Continue After Boss Is Drafted 


, 
ss 








Omaha, Feb. 17. 


Effort is being made by the Vic 
Schroeder agency, in Omaha, which 
pooks heavily in Nebraska, Towa, 
Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Kansas, 
to keep every band from the office 
under its leader’s name, regardless 
of whether he’s drafted or not. Of- 
fice has been informing all clients 
of the office of the likelihood of all 
the attractions losing leaders, before 
the emergency is over, but that the 
manpower of the band, along with 
style, will be kept as nearly the 
same as possible. 

Agency is now practicing, having 
withdrawn its hottest rostrum 
leader, Paul Moorhead, from the 
front of his outfit, making an office 
booker of him, while the band goes | 
on under his name. Gene Pieper, | 
another batoneer, has retired from 
his fronting job, keeps 40% of his 
band, and the remainder is owned 
by Mal Dunn, who leads it, and Jay 
Jackowski, sax. 

Extremely vulnerable to the army 
call at the moment is Larry Her- 
man, and such others as Leo Pieper, 
Skippy Anderson, and Eddy Duns- 
moor, who served in the army be- 
fore, are possibilities in the near 
future. 

VSA is a sort of family-spirited 
concern, and a great many of the 
bands pushed by the office were 
actually backed by office capital to 
get started. They are also lucky in 
that they play back around the same 
terriiory about every two or three 


Army Ahead of ’Em 





Detroit, Feb. 17. 

Sammy Dibert’s orchestra has 
lost three pianists in a row to 
the draft, with one of them get- 
ting the army call even before 
he had a chance to start on the 
job. Jack Rosevear was the 
first to go, and shortly after- 
wards his successor, Jack Hill, 
was called. 

Dibert’s employment of the 
next pianist, Freddy Busch, was 
by long distance. On the day 
that Busch was to arrive the 
band leader received a_ wire 
stating that he (Busck) had just 
been assigned to the Army Air 
Corp. 


Negro Music Battle Stunt 
Organized by Fredericks; 














Fredevick Bros., band _ bookers, 
are setting up a ‘battle of music’ 
idea for one-nighters, etc., using the 
18-piece, all-female ‘Sweethearts of 
Rhythm’ orchestra against Fletcher 
Henderson’s band. Both outfits are 
colored. Paired groups are being 
offered to promoters currently and if 
the idea finds sufficient acceptances 








months, and the personnel of the they will begin a tour around 
outfits is known almost as well as | April 5. 

the leader. ‘Sweethearts’ outfit, composed of 

“ -_ southern girls, one Chinese, two 

| Puerto Ricans and a Spaniard, be- 

M |gan about a year ago as a school 

Jimmy Dorsey Guester for |! band at Piney Woods School, Mis- 

° sissippi. Its first professional work | 

Luckies From Regular j in the New York area was at the 

Savoy Ballroom recently. Eddie 


| has become its arranger, 


Stand Okay With R02) Durham, violinist-former bandleader, 








Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra will do 


& guest shot on the Lucky Strike ‘DON’T INTERFERE’ 


Hit Parade program on CBS next | A.F.M. Rules Oberstein Mustn’t Mess 
month, but won’t move off the stand | With Blue Barron 

at the Pennsylvania hotel, New ; 
York, where it’s playing. Dorsey| The American Federation of Mu- 
has secured permission from N. Y.|sicians has upheld Blue Barron's 
Local 802 of AFM to do the pro- | complaint against Eli Oberstein in 
gram. His own dialog and three |a dispute over a recording contract 
numbers by the band will be cut| Barron went to the AFM when 
into different slots in the 45-minute | Oberstein allegedly broke up a deal 








broadcast. former was making to record for 
Though the details are set the | Columbia Records. Latter was served 
date is not. lwith notice that Barron’s band was 


ee | tied to Oberstein’s Elite Records. 


VALLER’S VICTOR DISCS cit smite not having sieves 
FIRST IN SOME TIME 


contract, but avers that 
been verbally okayed under 
terms of which four sides had al- 
ready been cut. 
Rudy Vallee is set for RCA-Victor 
50c label. Hasn't made records for 
several years. Cut four tunes on the 
Coast under new deal recently. He 
did ‘A Letter from London,’ ‘Vaga- 
bond Lover,” ‘My Time Is Your 
Time,’ ‘I Just Couldn’t Say It Be- 
fore,’ 
taney were made with a Victor 
— orchestra conducted by Lou 
Ting. 





off Columbia, Barron squawked to 
AFM, who decided that the former 
‘shouldn’t interfere’ as his verbal 
contract wasn’t recognized. 





Okay to Deadhead Music 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 17. 
Springfield local of the Musicians’ 
Union has voted to permit members 
to donate an evening a week to 








playing for dances of National 
Nick Fatool, drummer, replaced | Catholic Community Service. 
ames Falzone with Les Brown. First two leaders to volunteer 


were Ed McEnelly and Jimmy Wal- 
dron, and dances drew capacity 
crowds in Memorial hall. 


Brown also took on Billy Butterfield 


in place of t 
rumpeter Don Jacoby, 
Who went into Navy, ’ 





Femmes Vs. Henderson 


one had} 
the | 








That’s Policy of Maria Kramer at 
Edison and Lincoln Hotels 








Green Room of the Edison hotel, 
New York, will join the nearby Lin- 
_coln hotel’s Blue Room, in a shut- 
| down until a suitable band can be 
found to replace current Blue Bar- 
|ron. Currently doubling between 
| the Edison and Strand theatre, N. Y., 
Barron leaves town after completing 
latter booking and room is to be 
darkened for supper. Dinner is to 
be played by a small combo. 

Maria Kramer, owner of the two 
spots, did the same thing with her 
Lincoln stand recently. It’s been 
dark since Harry James exited early 
in January. Tony Pastor’s supposed 
to come in late this month or early 
in March. Selection of a band to 
follow Barron at the Edison is made 
tougher by fact Mrs. Kramer de- 
mands a sweet outfit for it and good 
ones of that style are tough to find. 
Lincoln’s a swing band job. 








RETAIN AFM. 
STATUS 





Under a new rule put into effect 
| Feb. 3 by James C. Petrillo, presi- 
| dent of the American Federation of 


| Musicians, all members of the union | venient, 
|that enter the armed services will | 


| be retained on the rolls of their re- 
| spective locals with all dues and as- 
| sessments marked paid in full until 
| such time as they receive their hon- 
| orable discharge. 

This rule sets aside one which was 
|passed after the last World War 
| which required members entering 
| the services to be considered honor- 
| ably dropped from the union’s roster 
pending their return to civilian life. 





Buff Hoofs to Domestic Jive 
Buffalo, Feb. 17. 


Buffalo firemen passed up lure of 
a name band for their annual ball 





last week. 
Shindig hired instead two local 
outfits, Bob Armstrong’s WBEN 


house band and Gene Regan’s crew, 
to make the music. 


donation of Manhattan Center, N. Y.. 
| for a Sunday afternoon late in April 
; or early May where he will run off 


oe - 
| 


STOP DANCE PROMOTERS, LAWYERS, 


FROM PAWNBROKING BAND FUTURES 


RIGHT BAND OR NO BAND A.F.M. Implements Proposals Heard in Miami— 


| Bringing All Band Owners Under Union Jurisdic- 


tion 





Twist on Draft | 





Reverse on the now common | 
experience of orchestra leaders | 
being called up for army serv- 
ice was failure of Harold Oxley 
in New York to get a confirma- 
tion of a Jimmy Lunceford 
dance date in Boulder Dam, 
Colorado, from dance promoter 
Jim Marshall. Latter finally 
wired: 

‘Can’t close the contract until 
I hear how I stand with draft 
board.’ 


| 











Benny Goodman Promotes 
Army Relief Benefit Hop; 
Set for Sunday Matinee 








Benny Goodman has secured the | 


| 
| 

| 
the first known solo attempt of a/| 
name band leader to help war | 
charities. Goodman and his band | 
will contribute their services gratis 
for a matinee dance out of which | 
they expect to realize about $3.000 | 
for Army Relief. At 50c. general} 
admission, higher for boxes, leader, 
who’s handling all details himself, 
figures he can pyramid that much in 
the 6,000 capacity hall. Only ex- 
penses to be taken out will be for 
tickets, ushers’ salaries, etc. 

If the date eventually set is con- 
NBC’s Symphony, con- 
ducted by Frank Black, may par-| 
ticipate in a ‘Swing-Symphony’ con- 
cert Interest in playing opposite 
Goodman has been expressed, but an 
okay hinges on the date, which be- 
cause of certain Goodman commit- 
; ments can’t be set yet. 
| 


Lima Taxing Jukes $15 | 


Limo, O., Feb. 17. 

The City Council hers has ap-| 
proved an annual tax of $15 on each | 
juke box operated in the city, with | 
an additional tax of $1 for each coin 
receptacle placed at tables. 

The levy is expected to bring in 
about $3,000 a year, thus reducing to | 
about $7,000 the difference between | 
anticipated revenues and anticipated | 
expenditures for the year. 

| 











Already hard hit by the rationing 


of rubber, which 
mean the shelving of all movement 


eventually will 





| 

| by private car, travelling orchestras 
lare being additionally slapped by a 
Armed force: 


scarcity of busses. are 


|requisitioning much of the rolling 
stock of varicus charter 
panies for troop movements, making | 
the use of a bus, in some instances 
a hit or miss proposition even in 
jeases where a conveyance is re- 
served in advance. 
Pennsylvania Greyhound, 
the largest services and 
jused most frequently by 


bus com- 


one of 
the one 
bigger 


completely. 
they haven't 


business 
though 


charter 
lines, 


| the 


| Other 


‘ote forced to cut availability of | up in a ditch upside down. 


Bus Scarcity (They're Moving Soldiers) 
Makes Orchestra Jumps Hazardous: 


forced to hunt up and hire a sight- | 


|} seeing bus last week to haul his out- | 


' 
' 


fit from Washington to Philadelphia. 
Glen Gray’s Casa Lomans had a like 
experience in Pittsburgh. Before 


| that Harry James was forced out of 


| trouble in 


After Oberstein’s letter frightened | bands, has almost dropped out of | orchestra between B 





a date at Newport News, 
holding on to the 

Saturday (14) Claude 
Thornhill had a bus virtually moved | 


Va., by 
bus he 


wasS UuSINgZ. 


out from under him, and as a re-| 
sult he was more than an hour late 
at Sunnybrook Ballroom, Pottstown 
Pa. Greyhound rounded up a 
placement at last minute and got a 
new driver out of bed to move the 


| vehicle out of New York. 


Bus Jimmie Lunceford’: 
aton Rouge and 
New Orleans tangled with the Army, 
Sunday (15) afternoon and wound 
Lunce- 


hauling 


equipment to the same extent, are! ford’s New York office isn’t too clear 


|strapped by a lack of rolling stock | yet on details, but it 
_ | vehicle 
What it all will mean to roving! Army trucks closely and when the| 


'to take up the slack. 


seems the 


was following a train of| 


| bands as the tempo of war increases | line halted suddenly was forced off | 


lis obvious. 


It’s not often that train | the road, where it turned over. None | 


|schedules and definite playing hourS | of the musicians was injured. 
Jj 


dovetail, even in key cities along| 


major railroad lines. And too many/ more than a couple hours and the 


jobs on the road are not touched by | 
rail; if they are the routes to them 
are so devious as to make the use| 
of trains almost impossible. 





Sammy Kaye, for instance, 


Bus wasn’t out of the running 


crash didn’t delay band’s scheduled | 
stop at Rhythm Club, N.O. An Army | 
wrecker in the convoy and it | 


was 


| was pressed into service to right the | 
was | jaloppy and set it back on the road. 


+ 


Acting on complaints submitted 
during its recent session in Miami, 
the executive board of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians will 
take immediate steps to abolish the 
practice of dance band financing by 
promoters. Ownership of pieces of 
a name band by persons outside the 
band’s playing personnel has been 
declared to be in violation of union 
regulations and AFM members found 
to be involved in such trafficking 
will be subject to either a heavy fine 
or loss of membership. 

The board has also decided to 
bring personal managers or repre- 


| sentatives of dance bands within the 
’ . . . 

| control of the union by making it 
| mandatory 


for them te obtain li- 


; censes from the AFM. This licensing 


system has prevailed for years in 
the instance of band agents and 
bookers. The new rule also circum- 
scribes a personal manager’s per- 
centage of income. The limit is 5% 


| off the top, but if the band is sold 


for scale plus booking office com- 
mission this cut does not apply. 
The order against outside Owner- 
ship of a band throurh financing 
or any other methods is wide 
sweeping in its effect. It takes in 
dancehall operators who maintain a 
‘pawnbroker’ relationship toward 
newly organized or up-and-coming 


| orchestra, lawyers who function in 


the dual capacity of personal man- 
agers and band financiers, hotel 
managers, etc., who have made it a 
practice of acouirins a piece in a 
band in return for giving it work, 
and established band leaders who 
have been urerwriting newcomers 
in their own field for a vrercentage 
of the latter’s income. How much 
time the leaders end their financiers 
will be allowed to untangle their 
partnership relations is yet to be 
determined by the union. 
Miami Meeting 

At the close of the Miami meet- 
ing the_board voted to submit all 
suggestions for enforcing payment of 
social security taxes by musicians’ 
employers to its chief counsel, Gen. 
Samuel Ansell. The board felt that 
these suggestions presented so many 
problems that it would be prudent 
to have General Anséll study and 
analyze them before electing to is- 
sue any more rules on the subject. 
The dilemma in which the union 
finds itself on the avestion of social 
security is that while it has so far 
been able to enforce tax payments 
in the case of theatres and hotel lo- 


cation jobs the union has yet to de- 
vise a method for making such 
payments binding with ballrooms, 


colleges and other one-nighters. 

The board failed to take any ac- 
tion in the matter of fixing the num- 
ber of miles that a band may travel 
between dates It had been sug- 
gested that the federation reduce 
the maximum from 409 to 300 miles, 
with a view of reducing the possi- 
bility of auto-road accidents, but the 
board figured th-t the tire restrie- 
tions caused by The war will tend 
automatically to solve this prob- 
lem. 


PHONEY SPUD MURPHY 
JAMMING THE McCOY 


Spud Murphy arranger awd 
former bandleader, and New Yé¢@rk 
local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians are diligently try- 
ing to nab an impersonator who has 
gotten Murphy into numerous 
scrapes last menth or so. Murphy’s 
room at a midtown N. Y. hotel was 
broken into just after the holidays 
and cash, an expensive waich and 
all identification cards, etc., stolen, 
Among the latter was his AFM 


union card. 

Since that time Murphy has had 
more than a dozen complaints lodged 
against him with the union, for 
things apparently perpetrated by the 
thief. One was for stealing money 
from a member of Glenn Miller’s 
band; another by members of a 


|small band. at a Long Island cafe, 


who quit their jobs and reported to 
NBC for work (Murphy was once an 
NBC conductor) at behest of impos- 
ter, who told them they were ‘too 
good’ and should be on a network. 
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Blue Barron, $48,000, Has Cagney 
In NY.; Kaye Nifty 19156, Cleve., 
Welk, 396, Hot In Chi, Band B.0. Good 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Barron, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Cap- 
tains of Clouds’ (WB) on screen. 
While Cagney on screen is strong 
boxoffice, the Barron orchestra is 
providing what is regarded as good 
support for a sock first week’s take 
of $48,000, this including a special 
Thursday night (12) preem for the 
picture. 

Bob Chester, Brooklyn (Strand; 
2,800; 30-40-50-55) with ‘No Hands on 
Clock’ (Par) on screen and Mills 
Bros. for added stage support. Stage 
show mainly responsible for okay 
$8,000 in four-day stand. 

Del Courtney, Chicago (Oriental; 
8,200; 28-44-55). With ‘Boston 
Blackie Confessions’ (Col). Court- 
ney playing first Chicago theatre 
date, but solid after six months in 
Continental Room of Stevens hotel 
here at $19,000. 

Duke Ellington, Boston (RKO- 
Boston; 3,200; 30-44-55-65). Band 
gets most credit for an indicated 
$21,000, but Ethel Waters, co-starred 
on stage, counts in the tally, too. 
‘North to the Klondike’ (U) on 
screen isn’t much help. 


Ina Ray Hutton, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66) with Mischa 
Auer and ‘Playmates’ (RKO). First 
time for Miss Hutton here in two 
years and she’s being given lion’s 
share of credit for excellent $21,000. 
An especially strong campaign was 
launched in her behalf several days 
before opening. 


Sammy Kaye, Cleveland (Palace; 
8,700; 30-35-42-55-66) with ‘Wild Bill 
Hickock Rides’ (WB). Kaye playing 
in his home-town and drawing smart 
business, Strong opposish in town, 
but house coming through with good 
$19,500 regardless. 

Ted Lewis, Omaha (Orpheum; 3,- 
000; 11-40-50-65) with ‘It Started 
With Eve’ (U). Film got raves, so 
both the stage and screen are given 
equal credit for good $15,000. 

Glenn Miller, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
‘Sullivan's Travels’ (Par) on screen. 
Wound up third strong week last 
night (Tues.) at $45,000, while sec- 
ond was an equally big $55,000. 

Lawrence Welk, Chicago (Chi- 
cago; 4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Sulli- 
yan’s Travels’ (Par). Welk orches- 
tra local favorite and going great 
guns for $39.000. 





Breaking In Names 
Lincoln, Feb. 17. 

It's a name a week for the 
Marvin Dale band. Dale left it 
recently to join the army, and it 
was taken over by Don Shoup. 
In short order then, he played 
Pla-Mor, Kansas City, as Mar- 
vin Dale; played Hastings, Neb., 
as Don Lee, and is booked here 
as Don Reid. 

He sends his wife window 
cards at their home in Pitts- 
burgh, so she'll know who to 
write. 











Center, White Plains, N. Y., at 40c- 
$1.10 

Herbie Kay (Trianon B., Toledo, 
O., Feb. 15). Kay turned in ‘very 
good’ total of 1,682 hoppers at 50c 
for $841. 
| Johnny Long (Lyric theatre, 
' Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 9-11). Good 
enough $4,800 for three days, with 
| 50c ceiling Long then came back to 
| Ritz B., Bridgeport, Sunday (14) and 
drew socko 1,900 at 88c. 

Frankie Masters- Mitchell Ayres 
(Sports Arena, Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 
13). Between them Masters and 
Ayres grabbed ‘terrific’ $17,150 from 
11,000 dancers at $1.65. 

Johnny McGee-Jack Renard (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Feb. 14). 
Coupled to well-known local band 
McGee drew 1,900 at 75c-65c for big 
$1,330. 

Alvino Rey (Valencia B., York, 
Pa., Feb. 13). This spot, owned by 
Sadie Tascia, hasn’t been operating 
lately, which makes Rey’s fine $1,800 
more remarkable. At $1.10 per. 

Charlie Spivak (Carolino theatre, 
Columbia, S. C., Feb. 11). Surround- 
ed by soldier camps Spivak cracked 








In 2 Nites; Spivak 
Tops S.C. Stand 


(Estimates) 

Van Alexander-Johnny McGee- 
Red Norvo (Raymor-Playmor B., 
Boston, Feb. 13). Alternating in 
twin danceries three semi-names did 
fair, drawing 1,800 dancers at T75c- 
65c for $1,260. 

Count Basie (Aud., Kansas City, 
Feb. 11). Basie accounted for great 








5,687 admissions at average 90c for 
|approximately $5,110 here; next night 
(12) he cracked record” at Castle 
Ballroom, St. Louis, with 2,968 hop- 
pers at 75c and 90c for $2,320. 

Al Donahue (Aud., Kansas City, 
Feb. 11). With Count Basie as hot 
opposition in another room of Aud., 
Donahue played to okay 600 dancers 
at 75c advance, $1 door. Sponsored 
| by KCKN club. Next night (13) 


Donahue, on way to Coast, played to 
close to 900 U. of Nebraska twirlers 
at $1.50 pair, grossing $625. 

Harry James (Muehlenberg C., Al- 
lentown, Pa., Feb. 13). About 250 
couples attended Junior Prom at $4 
pair, for $1,000 gross. Next night 
(14) James did outstanding $5,000 in 
two shows, mat-evening, at County 





Basie Draws $7,430 


record here with day’s gross of $1,- 
655, topping old mark by $300. 
Claude Thornhill (Aragon B.. 
Cleveland, Feb. 15). Liked tre- 
mendously by 1,200 troopers, who 
waded through snowstorm, piling up 
$1,080 at 90c. each. 
Rudy Wallace (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Feb. 11-14). Wal- 
lace, local outfit, drew 5,200 hoofers 
here, for four days gross of $3,770 
at usual $1.45 pair. Fair. 





Michaud Attachment 
- Vs. Chester Vacated 


Attachment order secured by Ar- 
thur Michaud against Bob Chester, 
which tied up latter’s two-weeks’ 
salary while at Strand theatre, New 
York, recently, was vacated Friday 
(13) in Appellate Division, N. Y. 
supreme court, Decision to vacate 
was based on a technicality. Jus- 
tice Eder found no evidence to dis- 
prove Chester’s contention that at 
time warrant was issued he was a 
resident of N. Y. Michaud contended 
he was a non-resident. Verdict has 
been appealed. 

Michaud secured the attachment 
without a prior judgment. ‘He had 
previously filed a suit against Ches- 
ter to recover monies loaned and 
unpaid commissions on work secured 
for Chester’s band, but the case has 
not been adjudicated. 

Chester’s salary at Earle theatre, 
Philadelphia, has been tied up by an 
attachment secured there, in the 
same dispute. 








O'Neill Spencer, cured of illness 
which forced him out of Louis 
Armstrong’s band, is to return to 
John Kirby’s combination at Cafe 
Society Uptown, N. Y. 





Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Tot 
Weeks Past Gon 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Freddy Martin*,...Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)......... coer 4 2,100 9,175 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 18 1,825 34.675 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)....... sosoee 3 1,250 3,100 
Lani McIntire..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..... coccee | 1,500 2,100 
Jimmy Dorsey.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 1 2,875 2,875 
Vaughn Monroe*. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)...... bekce oe 1,750 27,200 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting flour show, although the band is the 
major draw. 2 days. 





Chicago 

Del Courtney (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.), 
Chuck Foster opened the first date here Friday (13); came through with 
good start. Courtney finished good sojourn and is current in Oriental 
theatre. Final week excellent 2,600 customers. 

Orrin Tucker (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Tucker had great opening 
and looks for strong stay. Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis wound up with 2,200 on 
fifth week. 

Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Cugat 
enjoying splendid money run here and continues fine draw at 3,700 in his 
fifth week. 

Jan Savitt (Panther Room, Hotei Sherman; 700; $1.25-$2.50 min.). In 
third visit to this room, Savitt remains a bright modern music mark. Run- 
ning smoothly secend full week to excellent 4,000 people. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 30C; $1-$2 min.). Kassel 
about the only band able to do well consistently in this tough room and 
last week pulled in 1,900 diners. 


Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Getting settled on two- 
night week stint and should account for around 850 tabs on second week, 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Getting good play 
from Hollywood mob and wili push the count up to 6,000. Likeable and 
danceable 





San Francisco 


Paul Baron (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50c-$1.25}. Rain huic the 
second frame but still good at 1,915 covers. 


LOCATION JOBS, NOT IN HOTELS 
(Chicago) 

Fats Waller (Downbeat Room, Garrick Stagebar; 200; no min.). Waller 
continues fine pace, with room established as jive joint of the town; third 
week brought 1,100 patrons. One more week for Waller. 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Raeburn is doing fine 
job here and can stay from now on. With Willie Shore and Morton 
Downey on tke floor show clicked okay 3,500 patrons. 


(Los Angeles) 

Tommy Dorsey (Palladium; 5,000; 65c-$1). The Dorsey name continues 
to be magic with the youngsters. Aided by a 4,000-ticket sale for a B'nai 
B’rith benefit, soared past 20,000 stubs. Claude Thornhill comes in Feb. 24. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Doing alright near end 
of long stand and the count will be around 6,000. Al Donahue takes over 
Feb. 19. 

Jack Teagarden (Casa Manana; Culver City; 2,500; 55c). Did okay hbe- 
| fore and should woo back his old following for this stand; 5,500, good. 

Ozzie Nelson ‘Florentine Gardens; 75c-$1.25). Off to a solid start and 
should manage 6,000 on his first week, aided by Nils Granlund’s new revue. 
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KAY KYSER 


Kay’s pulled another hit out of the 
lyrics and a catchy melody that’s 


Here’s a money-maker 
that will pull profits in every ma- 
chine in the country. Sully Mason, 
Harry Dorothy, Trudy, Max, and 










and his 


orchestra 


tune with tricky 


ght for the hit what lyrics! 
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OPERATORS! 
forms to the right for the na- 
tion’s newest, screwiest novelty. 11, 





Jack give the lyrics a rhythmic 
treatment that will have the fans 
jumping from the opening bar. And 


Here’s a nickel-grabbing combina- 
tion for every location because on 
the reverse side there’s— 


WHEN THE ROSES BLOOM AGAIN. 





Band Bookings 


Ella Fitzgerald, March 30, 31, 
April 1, Plymouth theatre, Worcester, 
Mass. 

Glenn Miller, March 1, Masonic 
Temple, Scranton, Pa.; 2, Geo, ©. 
Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 3% 
Capitol theatre, Washington, 
D. C.; 12-18, Central theatre, Pas- 
saic, N. J.; March 23, 14, 25, Ply- 
mouth theatre, Worcester, Mass. 

Charlie Spivak, March 6, Yale U,, 
New Haven, Conn.; 9-11, Lyric the- 
atre, Bridgeport, Conn.; 13, Strand 
| theatre, N. Y. 
| Lucky Millinger, March i, Aud., 
| Reidsville, N. C.; Palais D’or, Nor- 
folk, Va.; 3, Aud., Charlotte, N. C.; 
| 4, Aud., Savannah, Ga.; 5, Aud., Way- 
cross, Ga.; 6, Grant’s Park, Charles- 
ton, S. C.; 7, Textile Halli, Green- 

(Continued on page 45) 


On the Upbeat 


Joe Veltree’s Pennsylvanians to 
the Tropics, Youngstown. 








. . « the line 











Screwy but sure-fire. 











Bernie Sandler at the Yankee Lake 
Ballroom, Brookfield, O. 





Teddy Powell lost vocalist Dick 


Sudge and trumpeter Jimmy Mori- 
alli to Army. 


| Duke Ellington brings his band 
| into Symphony Hall, Boston, Feb. 23, 
for a dinner, 











Sammy Watkins at William Penn 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, replacing Baron 
|Elliott. Later one-nights until mid- 
dle of March when he checks into 

(Continued on page 49) 
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LEGAL BLOW 


iD CATALOGS 
VALUE UPPED 


——— 





Publishers Stand to Benefit 
Notably from New Deci- 
sion on Renewal Rights— 
Individuals Seen at Greater 
Disadvantage Hereafter 


HOPE FOR APPEAL 


The value of many an old music 
publisher's catalog will be increased 
tremendously as the result of a de- 
cision on renewal rights which the 
U. S. circuit court of appeals in this 
district handed down last week. The 
case involved ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling’ with M. Witmark & Sons 
(Warner Bros.) as plaintiff and 
George Graff, Jr., co-writer of the 
song, as defendant. The majority 
decision, upholding Judge 
A. Conger’s interpretation of 
copyright which favored 
is the hardest blow that writers have 
received in a high court of law in 
years in the matter of determining 
a copyright issue. 


Affirmation of the iower court's 
finding was by a two to one vote 
because of the dissent the way is 


open for the loser to take the case 
to the U. S. supreme court, but it is 
still up to the two affirming judges 
to grant permission for the appeal. 
If the interpretation of the majority 
jurists, Augustus A. Hand and Wil- 
liam Clark, stands such catalogs as 
Witmark, Remick and Feist, will au- 
tomatically take a big jump in value 
These catalogs 


in which the writers likewise signed 
away their renewal rights. By virtue 
of the circuit court’s decision these 
assignments can be exercised, as the 
renewals become due, by the’ pub- 
lishers themSelves without the neces- 
sity of entering into any further ar- 


involve the possession | 
of hundreds of outright bills of sale | 


JUKE MEN BAN 


| 








Yea, Verily ! 





Business slogan which Frank 
Capano, Philadelphia publisher, 
has picked for his latest subsid, 
the Miracle Music Co., is prov- 
ing a source of smiles around 
the music industry. The slogan 
reads: 


‘If It’s a Hit—It’s a Miracle.’ 





‘YOU'LL NEVER KNOW’ 
INJUNCTION TARGET 


The Sheldon-Mitchell Publishing 
Corp. filed suit Friday (13) against 
Leo Feist, Inc., and Loews, Inc., in 


the N. Y. supreme court seeking an 
injunction and accounting of profits 





TO WRIT 





ERS 





'on the song ‘You'll Never Know.’ | 


Song belongs to plaintiff, having been 
assigned to it by the three compos- 
ers, William Mitchell, Henry Levin- 
son and Fred Wise, it is claimed. 

Feist is accused of publishing it 
, Without permission and having given 
, it to Loew’s for use in the film ‘Lady 
| Be Good.’ Feist in an answer claims 
;on June 13, 1941, plaintiff licensed 
the song to it for exploitation. 


Organologs Again 


Fort Worth, Feb. 17. 

The Worth theatre has dusted off 
its organ and will immediately begin 
presenting organ programs in con- 
nection with the regular bill. Audi- 
ences will be asked to join in sing- 
songs that will feature war and pa- 
triotic numbers. 














SUDDEN SLUMP 
HITS SALE OF 
SHEETS 





| showed a continuance of the strong | 
' pace of recently but on Monday (16) | 


Edward | 
the | 
Witmark, | 


rangeinents with the writers con- 
cerned 

Case of ‘Irish Eyes’ 

In the case of ‘Irish Eyes’ Graff 


had, when the original term of the 
copyright was only in its fifth year, 
conveyed to Witmark for a lump 
sum of money all his future rights 
in the n 


umber including the right 
to renew for a second 28 years. Sev- 
eral years ago Graff assigned this 


same renewal right to the Fred Fish- 
er Music Co. when the right to re- 
newal became available in 
1939, both Witmark and Fisher filed 
applications in Washington. Short- 
ly afterwards Witmark brought suit 




















to restrain Graff and Fisher from 
(Continued on page 34) 
The Most Publicized Record 


COUNT BASIE 


‘Coming Out Party’ 


\Nb 
‘Harvard Blues’ 
On OKEH Records 


Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
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A CHIAROSCURO 


JAZZ CONCERT 


UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
EDDIE CONDON 


FEATURING BOBBY HACKETT «© PEE WEE 
—— ¢ GEORGE WETTLING « HOT LIPS 
<a, MAX KAMINSKY © WILLIE-THE-LION 
eae SIDNEY CATLETT * JOHN SIMMONS 
—~2 GOWANS + SIDNEY BECHET and others 


esonnt*? @ Program Including Items by 


R 
GE GERSHWIN and BIX BEIDERBECKE 


TOWN HALL—FEBRUARY 21st 
Saturday Afternoon—5:30P.M. | 
ALL SEATS RESERVED —.75 & $1.50 PLUS TAX 











|; week to bar the use of smutty and | 


| proached’ by 


n + | appearance in some taverns and tap- 
August, | 


| Florida vacation. 


'week comk.ned business and pleas- 


Sheet music business last week 


the inflow of orders to the jobbers | 
took a marked drop. Jobbers and 
publishers were divided in their 
speculations about the latter event. 
Some thought that the slide reflected 
dealer and consumer reactions to the 
recent series of bad turns suffered 
in the war by the United Nations 
while others figured that the slump | 
was merely due to the fact that the | 
dealers were amply loaded with | 
copies of the top tunes, which in this | 


instance have been up there for | 
several weeks, } 
The war songs were still doing 
well last week. ‘White Cliffs of 
Dover’ accounted for 35,000 copies, 
‘We Did It Before,’ 12,000 copies and 
‘Remember Pear! Harbor,’ 8,000 
copies, ‘White Cliffs’ has now 


reached the 400,000-copy mark, with 
55,000 of these representing Ca- 
nadian sales. ‘We Did It’ and ‘Pear! 
Harbor’ have each gone slightly 
better than 100,000 copies. 





SMUT AND ADS 


Philadelphia, Feb. 17 
The Phonograph Operators Asso- 
ciation of Eastern Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey voted unanimously last 


entendre discs from their 
Aiso voted to ban all ad- 
vertising records 


double 
machines. 


months pornographic 
records had been making a stealthy 


In recent 


had also 
whiskey 


rooms. Dealers been ap- 
companies 
who wanted records bearing com- 
mercials for their product to be 
placed in juke boxes in saloons. 


ISHAM JONES OWES $620, 
TAPS TELLS THE UNION 


Taps, New York talent booker 
has filed a claim against Isham 
Jones with the American Federa 
tion of Musicians He seeks to col 
lect $620 in commissions he says 
Jones owes him for work secured 
for Jones’ band at Terrace Restau- 
rant. Miami Beach According to 
the booker, he mace a short term 
deal with the leader and booked 
him on the Terrace job direct. MCA 


handles Jones. 

Jones’ stay at Miami spot started 
about Dec. 15 and finished Jan. 31. | 
He drew $1,100 first four weeks and 
$900 each the remaining two. 





Billy Shaw’s Change | 


Billy Shaw has been shifted out of | 
Music Corp. of America’s one- 
nighter department to take up the 
booking of location dates under | 
Sonny Werblin and Bill Goodheart, | 
MCA v.p.’s. He began latter book- | 
ing Monday (16) when Harry Moss, | 
one-nighter boss. returned from 


Werblin left Friday (13) for three- 





— - 4 








ure trip to Mexico and California. 


—music styled by stokes— 
AN IMMEDIATE BOX-OFFICE HIT! 


HAROLD 
STOKES 


and His Orchestra 
WITH 


3 BERRY SISTERS 
HAL BEHAN 
MARCY McGUIRE 


Including the 


CAMPUS CHOIR, 4 TOP NOTES, 6 JIVING JEEPS 


Just Completed Sensational Engagement 
Marine Room, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago 


(NBC BLUE NETWORK COAST-TO-COAST) 


Box-Office Smash Week at 
BALABAN & KATZ’S, CHICAGO, Chicago 


MANAGEMENT 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Disk Reviews 





ful and well played. 





Best Release of the Week: 


Vaughn Monroe: Seeing You Again Did Me No Good’—‘Arthur Mur- 
ray Taught Me Dancing’ (Blue 11441). 
and tune okay, but side rating attention is Ziggy Talent’s humorous and 
commercial version of the ‘Murray’ novelty. 











Legal Blow 


Continued from page 33 


| 


| 2 








Monroe's vocal of first is good 


Band background is help- 








Johnny Long: ‘Couple in Castle’— , pops. 


‘boy Oh Boy’ (Decca 4145). Long’s 
z rangement of ‘Castle’ is one of 
best. At medium tempo it's played 
smoothly, geared for good sales. 
Tune isn't destined for first 10, but 
itll sell. Bob Houston’s vocal is 
polished. Reverse title is a fooler. It’s 
fair flagwaver. Houston vocals. 





Hal McIntyre: ‘I'll Never Forget’— | 


‘Fooled’ (Vic. 27777). McIntyre’s 
still unknown, but quality’s there 
and he won't remain in dark. First 


stamped with muted brass | 
style he seems to lean toward, 
exceptionally good starter. Using 
two good tunes, sung well by Carl 
Denny, band interprets them in way 
that belies its youth. That they’re 
on 50c label will hurt at beginning. 


record, 


ls 


Glenn Mill+r: ‘When Roses Bloom 
Again’—‘Always in My Heart’ (Blue 
11438). Miller is first with ‘Roses,’ 
ballad by writers of ‘White Cliffs,’ 
and likely to be almost as big. 
Miller’s clarinet lead version is 
brimful of possibilities, a simple and 
strong arrangement. Ray Eberle 
vocals. Reverse, another, new ballad, | 
is fair tune done similarly. Eberle 
vocals. 





Jimmy Dorsey: ‘You Made Me 
Love You’—'Sinner Kissed Angel’ | 
(Decca 4142). Hary James success 
with first is prompting others. While | 
Dorsey can’t hope to catch up, his | 
is a work that will sell plenty. Sales 
point Helen O'Connell's vocal, 
with neat backgrounds and trumpet 
and sax solos butting in. Reverse is | 
passe tune, done bit too fast. Bob | 
Eberle vocals. | 


is 


Joe Reichman: ‘Guess I'll Be On 
My Way’—Autumn Nocturne’ (Vic. 
7773). Reichman hasn’t been active 
on records lately. These won’t help 
much. First, good tune, is fair gr- 
rangement and Jane Fulton vocal 
n.s.g. Best point is leader’s piano, 
which stands out better on reverse. 


His tasty stuff and better Fulton 
vocal make it best side. For 
counters. 


Erskine Hawkins: ‘Sometimes’—I 


Don’t Want Walk Without You’ 
(Blue (11439). Hawkins and pair 
good pops is unusual, but he built 


two interesting arrangements. ‘Some- 
times’ is weirdly smooth in his style, 
at easy tempo with slurred Jimmie 
Mitchelle vocal. It’s okay. Reverse, 
at same tempo, lacks inspiration in 
playing. Ida James vocal is fair. 
Muted, melodic trumpet does good 
work. These seemingly are experi- 
ments; colored bands don’t often cut 


| mostly for counters. 
| played 


Sales results should be inter- 


esting. 
Freddy Martin: ‘Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto’- ‘Serenade for Strings’ 


(Blue 11430), Martin's ‘Greig’ adapta- 
tion may not be as successful as his 
Tschaikowsky’s ‘Piano’ arrangement, 


but it’s a fine followup and should | 


gather full share of box-counter at- 
tention. 


nice, too, at waltz speed: 
something on its Own, but 
is heavy competition. 


verse is 
may do 
coupling 





Benny Goodman: 
body Loves’-‘Let’s Give Love Chance’ 
(Okeh 6562). Goodman’s is best re- 
lease of first so far and if tune moves 


this and Dinah Shore’s will go. 
Rocking rhythm and very tasty 
clarinet work are its main points. 


Peggy Lee’s vocal is fair. Stiff vocal 
work of Art London on reverse lyric 


| gives it little chance; also arrange- 
;ment is unexciting. 





Orrin Tucker: ‘Goodbye Mama’- 
‘You're a Sap Mr. Jap’ (Col. 36502). 
Flagwavers are picking up slowly 
except ‘Pearl Harbor.’ Tucker will 
hit nice sales 
but his best work is on ‘Jap.’ Sung 
by Tucker and ensemble chorus it 
hits bright tempo. Eddie Rice 


| vocals ‘Mama.’ 





Sammy Kaye: ‘Seeing You Again’- 
‘Somebody Else Taking My 
(Victor 27757). First is geared 
Arranged and 

neatly, but tune’ shows 
(Continued on page 45) 


CAROL KAY SUES 


Injured En Route to First Date, 
Wants Doctor Bills Paid By Dunham 








Carol Kay, vocalist who was hired 
but never worked with the Sonny 
Dunham band, is suing Dunham and 
Tony Bastien, his tenor sax, for an 
undisclosed sum as result of an auto 
accident last summer. Miss Kay 
was put to work, but on her way 
to her first date with the band at 
Mahoney City, Pa., last September, 


was injured in the crash of a car 
driven by Bastien. She suffered in- 
juries that kept her hospitalized 


about a week. 
According to Carlos Gastel, Dun- 


ham’s manager, the suit was begun | 
iwhen Miss Kay turned over to him 


doctor’s bill that he refused to pay. 


He asserts he paid various sums for 
her treatment, but balked when 
handed others he alleged were 
padded, 











At medium tempo appeal- | 
ing melcdy is smoothly played. Re- | 


‘Somebody No- | 


réaction with these, | 


Place’ | 


consummating their renewal com- 
| pact. 

Theory upon which Graff's coun- 
sel, John Schulman, had built his 
defense was that his client had no 
right to dispose of something that 
didn’t become his property (the 
right of renewal) until the end of 
| the 27th year of the original term of 
|copyright. Also that it was the in- 
tention of the Congress which passed 
| the 1909 copyright law containing the 
renewal provisions to disenable the 
author from making any transfer 
of his renewal rights until the orig- 
inal term of copyright had run out 
'and thereby give the author an op- 
portunity to recover from an un- 
| favorable deal that he had made for 
the original use of his work. Copy- 
| right lawyers have differed on this 
| issue for many years and this makes 
| the first time that a high court has 
| adjudicated the issue. 
| 


33-Page Dissent 
The dissenting opinion was written 
| by Judge Jerome Frank, a compara- 
'tively new appointee to this bench. 
| His written finding which runs 33 
| pages, as compared to the 11 pages 
| of the affirmative opinion, provides 
la scholarly thesis on the question of 
| laissez-faire (let-alone-ism) as con- 
trasted with the duty of the Gov- 
| ernment to protect the creator from 
| unfair exploitation. It is his view 
|that the transfer of renewal rights 
| before they become due is against 
| public policy and that it was the 
| intent of Congress that the writer be 
protected from disposing of some- 
thing that might years hence have 
a much greater value. 
The majority opinion 





holds 


that 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs — 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJy 


WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week 


beginning 


Monday through Sunday (Feb, 9-15) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m, and is based on 
data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source for 


the music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
How About You?—?‘Babes on Broadway’......... .. Feist ie, 
I Don’t Want Walk Without You—? ‘Sweater Girl’... Paramount 2 
*Deep in Heart of Texas... ...0... Pere er ee eee Melodylane 2% 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’................ Chappell 93 
wr. Osh. i sb kdaaawe wade ew fee ba eseGedkecpedes CMMIID sce ccccces 23 
a EET Ce Ce ee rere ee T. B. Harms...... 29 
Blues in the Night—?t‘Blues in Night’.............. Se 20 
OE I ee ere Cee e eee ee RVC mH 
White Cliffs of Dover............... : : eee 20 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—? ‘Playmates’.............. es 15 
ee ee Sere ee i ee ae 15 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—?t‘Sun Valley Ser te’ ‘eee 14 
I ee oh Cen ca kbar en ee eewredn ae) ee ee 14 
Somebody Else Is Taking My Place................ = |. erage 14 
Pe TE TO Ce PEBIOT . p kcdcteccaacdecavecvas si 13 
ee ne Se PRON os. ons o.cian 6000 esa vhenee” Shapiro 13 
WI 0. ee oe teks POON Sea dae ba Rou AR OeaS J. Campbe!! 12 
oR BS eS | eee ee ere err Campbell ........ ll 
ee UE ONS a irdeckcs OGL P EWic WE hb DERE OR TEE RS pT ae 11 
OE RSE ae Pe ORR RE, Se ae ne Pen nan mn feed Agha PS a I Sark e's iaan 11 
IE tat enone Wied oo aiesd gig le a aie Gleave SUAS SY eos ll 
**Shrine of St. Cecelia........... . ae 11 
CA BOOt BUit. ovaries. ite Seed Te eT Te Teer eee tS er ee 10 

Pre SEO BiUOR s 0.56 o0ix ce tke pesaeeerends Robbins ......... 10 
Pt -« 


| 


| 





| there is nothing in the copyright law | 


which deprives the writer the 
|right to transfer his renewal rights 
| whenever he wills and that the am- 
biguous provision in the copyright 


of 


dealing with renewals has fairly uni- | 


formly been interpreted this 
and presumably acted upon the same 
way. On the question of what might 
| have been Congress 
| ion states: 

‘All told, Congressmen 
in copyright law seem to have taken 
it for granted that an author 
agree to assign the renewal to some 
one. If they went that far, undoubt- 
edly they would agree that an author 
could authorize some one to act in 


Way | 


intent the opin- 
interested | 


could 


his name when the renewal period | 
arrived. 
‘Our society still rests -on the 


theory that men can ordinarily make 
free disposition of their 
rights 
uphold a Congressional declaration 
that public policy forbids assignment 


property | 
We are perfectly willing to| 


of a copyright renewal; but we ex-| 


more than ambig- 
drawn from a com- 
1909) ex- 
contin- 


pect something 
uous inferences 
mittee report ,(Congress, 
plicitly arguing only for 
juance of an_ existing 

scheme with a new renewal period. 


statutory | 


If property rights are to be rendered | 


immediately untranslatable into 
money or money’s worth order to 
protect remote or contingent future 
gains, that result should 
declaration, 





ORCH 
Extends 


Management: 


DEL COURTNEY 


Sincere 
General Manager JOSEPH B. BINNS and 
Resident Manager JAY JONES 
STEVENS HOTEL, CHICAGO 


for a most enjoyable five-month engagement 
Continental Room 


Thanks, also, to Frank Schreiber of WGN-Mutual for 
swell cooperation 


(WE’RE NOW ON A THEATRE TOUR) 


ESTRA 
Thanks to 


in the 


Personal Representative: 


| plished by legislative 
not by judicial fiat.’ 


thor to look forward to more money 
when the renewal time comes. But 
he can do that by not assigning. 


authors who have already assigned 
|can eat their cake and have it too. 


be fair all around.’ 


Decca Stock Dispoca! 


Washington, Feb. 17 
Uncompensated disposal of Decca 
paper by George Lawrence Lloyd 
was disclosed last week in the most 


recent Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission report on insiders’ transac- 
Not a gift or a a 
transfer with no quid pro quo 

Lloyd reported that on Nov. 24 he 
handed over to an undisclosed re- 
cipient 5,000 options for common, in 
two 2,500-piece batches. 


tions sale—just 











be accom- | 


‘True, it would be nice for an au- 


What we could be saying is that all | 


* Indicates BMI licensing; ** 
ASCAP. 

+ Fiimusical, 

t Legitimate. 


indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below 
throughout the country, 
ot more than 
popularity. whose recordings are 
parenthesis indicate the number of 1 
and respective publishers.) 


as 


are grabbing most 
reported by 
one band or wocalist after 
heing played 


this 
operators 
the 


nickels week in jukeboxes 
to ‘Variety.’ Names 
title indicates, in order of 
Figures and names in 


‘eles each song has been in the listings 


; ~ eo. of {Sammy Kaye. . Victor 
y in ; rer (7) Shanire a ’ 
1. White Cliffs of Dover (7 ) ) Jimmy Dorsey ~Sate 
Joody arman yeccs 
2. Blues in Night (6) Remick.............. ) Woo Ps ere oe 
)} Cab Calloway Okeh 
3. Rose O'Day (3) Tobias { Kate Smith Columbia 
3. f ‘ _. SOURP TR TTT ere ) Woody Herman Decca 
4. Remember Pear] Harbor (6) Penublic Sammy Kaye Victor 
. ly no yo 3] vf 2 
5. I Said No (3) Paramount 1 A o Rey ; vird 
) Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
, . , a { Charlie Spivak Okeh 
s I saughing Matter (2) Block : : a 
6. This No La mit — ) Sammy Kay Victor 
— { Les Brown Okeh 
; ) 1arkK ’ 
7. "Tis Autumn (8) Witmark ) Woody Herman Pence 
8 You Made Me Love You (19) Broadway Harry James Columbia 
. . " . {G'enn Miller Bluebird 
C ‘}, - . oe x ) 
9. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (17) F« ) Andrews Sisters Decca 
a in { Alvinc Rey Biuebird 
e 7 »xas ( » J > lv ane : 
10 Deep Heart Texas (1) Melodylane ) Bing Crosby....... Decca 
OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 
. {| Tommy Dor. ey Victor 
rn : re Er} sy 
This Love of Mine (18) Embass: ‘) Tommy Tucker Okeh 
ee a an . ere { Glenn Miller Bluebird 
Bimer's Tune (16) Robbing... 2.6606 ccccvees > Andrews. Sist Decca 
. . . { Vaughn Monroe Bluebird 
. aeeliz C LIT 
Shrine St. Cecelia (9) Braun............... ) Andrews Sister Decca 
, . : i , | Harry James Columbia 
iF ; itho ou (Param't) pee 
| I Don’t Want Walk Without You ) Vaughn Monroe Bluebird 
i ~ ] {Sammy Kays Victor 
adelé DS  SAFESED PaleGas ban hes Oo ewes 68 FORO ‘ . ; 
Madelaine (Santl) ) Bob Chester Decca 
> : : | Glenn Mille Bluebird 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell).........¢.... 
, sg Pl / Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
: . Glenn Miler Bluebird 
Moonlight Cocktails (Jewe!) ) 
foonlight Cock aaa } Tommy Tucke: Okeh 
String Of Pearls (Mutual) : i. ccccseccccvcesse Glenn Mille: sluebird 
\ subli {| Sammy Kaye Victor 
DERE DEO CRODUGUC) sos ese dosdisecvecees . F ; : 
, , | Kate Smith Columbia 





Whiteman’s ‘New’ Disks 
Tunes Paul Whiteman 


to begin recording 


reco! ded DY 


a new contract 


with RCA-Victor are indicative of a 


new Whiteman. His band made ‘Did 
I Get Stinkin’, at the Club Savoy,’ 
‘A Zoot Suit,’ ‘Well-Digger’s Break- 
|down,’ ‘Golden Cowboy.’ 


Records were made in Holiywood, 
where Whiteman’s newest band is 


Alvino Rey-King Sisters 
Set for N.Y. Astor in July 


Alvino Rey-King Sisters’ 
tra follows Tommy Dorsey onto the 


Ol ches- 


Astor Roof, New York, about mid- 
July. It’s first New York hotel stand 
for Rey and Kings. They started at 


Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J» 
almost two years ago. 
Dorsey opens about May 22 at the 





























WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY SAM LUTZ This wiped : Kgs : 
out his holdings. | Playing at the Florentine Gardens. | Astor, his third straight season. 
enn mm SEERA IEEnEeEmeniaiaeaiemee —s 
ne — 
























LEEDS MUSIC 


Guy Lombardo Says: “My Biggest Request Song in Years” 


(Hi-DIDDLE-DIDDLED 


_———- a —— - 


a 


— 


——_—— eee 


SAILBOAT IN THE SKY 


RECORDED BY: GUY LOMBARDO (DECCA) ® WAYNE KING (VICTOR) ® BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) @ ALSO ON ALL TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE 
CORP., RKO Bldg., Radio City, New York, CIrele 7-2670 


——— 





—_ 





HAPPY GODAY, Prof. Mgr. 
Lats 
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8 YEARS TO COOL OFF 
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Aitys Encourage Ballroom Owners To 
Regard ASCAP Fees as Uncollectible 





Lincoln, Feb. 17. 

Ballroom men of Nebraska have 

met and formed an organization 
called the Music Users Association, 
and elected Joe Malec, Omaha (Pe- 
ony Park), president; H. F. Glover, 
Grand Island (Glovera ballroom), 
vice-president; R.H. Pauley, Lincoln 
(Turnpike Casino), secretary; and 
Matt Kobalter, Lincoln (Pla-Mor), 
treasurer. Although only about a 
dozen attended, it is Malec’s hope to 
get a strong percentage of the 350 
ballrooms in Nebraska represented 
in the organization, 

William J. Hotz and Rainey T. 
Wells, Omaha attorneys, were guid- 
ing spirits. It was Hotz who fought 
the case for the anti-ASCAP side in 
the U. S. District court here, where 
he lost. He later took it to the U. S. 
supreme court, and there the de- 
cision was reversed. He talked to 
the ballroom men during their or- 
ganization meeting and told them 
ASCAP had always been bluffing, 
and its threats of suit against music 
users were more of the same thing. 
He said, unless they registered music 
in Nebraska and did business on the 
basis prescribed by Nebraska law, 
ASCAP music wes usable for the 
purchase price of the sheet music 
regardless of the job it would be 
used for. 

This was in answer to some of the 
queries by ballroom men about the 
possibility of being sued for in- 
fringement by using an ASCAP 
member’s music, even though he had 
not complied with the registration 
format of Nebraska’s law. 

‘That was one of the points spe- 
cifically covered by the supreme 
court decision,’ said Hotz, ‘and the 
court said once a song is sold, all 
rights go with it, because it is known 
that it’s destined to be put to some 
use.’ 

Hotz wanted the ballroom men 
and other music users to be in line 
behind the WOW, Omaha, suit, be- 
cause, it is his belief that hotels, 
other radio stations, theatres, and 
ballrooms will also be able to sue 
and recover license charges and fees 
for the period of four years in which 
Payment was made under protest. 








Tommy Dorsey opens a week on 
the Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
Stage (25) with Horace Heidt, 
once led the house band, 


moving in 
March 4 


who | 











It Should Be in 
Your Books 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 


Cherio Music Pub. Inc. 


1585 Broadway 
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Don’t Get the Pitch 





Lawyers associated with the 
music industry expressed them- 
selves Monday (16) as puzzled 


by the implied technique of 
WOW’s monopoly suit against 
ASCAP. They said that they 


couldn’t see where the station 
expected to get with the action 
since its counsel must know that 
WOW is in a complete void as 
far as service of papers are con- 
cerned. ASCAP withdrew its 
representation from the state 
when the Nebraska passed its 
anti-ASCAP statute and because 
the action is strictly an intra- 
state one WOW must first find 
some ASCAP official or attache 
within Nebraska before service 
can be mad.e 

Meanwhile ASCAP publishers 
have declined to file the neces- 
sary license applications with 
Nebraska authorities so that 
they can do business in that 
state. Instead they have set up 
performance checking posts 
within the state preliminary to 
bringing infringement suits. 


WOW, Omaha, Sues 
ASCAP for Back 


Fee Payments 


Omaha, Feb. 17. 

Alleging triple damages suffered 
through payment of royalties, the 
Woodmen of the World Life Insur- 
ance Society, with headquarters here, 
last Thursday (12) filed suit in dis- 
trict court against The American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (ASCAP) and Eugene 
Blazer, as resident agent and attor- 
ney, for $298,319.94. The Woodmen 
society is the owner of WOW, NBC 
affiliate. Intervenors claims, it is re- 


|ported, will bring the damage 
| amount to around $1,000,000. 




















The petition was filed by Attorneys | 


W. J. Hotz and Rainey T. Wells, and 
lis also on behalf ‘of all others simi- 
larly situated’ in Nebraska who may 
enter the litigation as intervenors. 

It is alleged in the petition that 
from May 7, 1937, when a state law 
was passed barring alleged monop- 
practice of ASCAP in Ne- | 
braska, to the present, the insurance | 
society paid ASCAP, under protest, 
$87,724.92 for 
other music 
studios. It is 
permits liability 
and interest besides. 
tated that 


olistic 


originating at WOW| 
alleged that the statute 
of triple damages 
It is further 




















New York upheld by the United States Su- 
— preme court on May 26, 1940. 
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In 1941 we gave 
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DARLING, I LOVE YOU 


from iia A concerto, part 2 


‘INTERMEZZO‘ 
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LOVE’S RHAPSODY 


a dream melody 


AND 


DID YOU DID IT 


Orchestrations by KENDALL BURGESS 
e 
EDWARD SCHUBERTH & CO., INC. 


11 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 


didn’t did it) 











use of its songs and | 


the Nebraska statute was | 





ASGAP PATIENT 
WITH RADIO BIZ 


Society Realizes Emotion- 
alism Still Persists Among 
Broadcasters — Now Has, 
565 Commercial Stations 
Under License 





FILES IN KANSAS 





ASCAP last week relayed to the 
Kansas attorney general in Topeka 
a copy of the form of application 
that the Society is prepared to file 
in order that it may resume 
licensing Kansas users of music. It 
is the Society’s intent to register all 
the numbers that it licenses in that 
state and to pay the percentage on 
the fee collections for such numbers, 
as is required by the Kansas statute. 

ASCAP’s home office reports that 
it has licensed over 80% of the sta- 
tions which are affiliated with the 
four national networks. The total 
local licenses issued by the end of 
last week involved 565 commercial 
stations and 35 non-commercial out- 
lets. There are still quite a number 
of major stations that have not ob- 
tained local commercial licenses. 
Some of these are waiting to see 
what concessions ASCAP will offer 
them in settlement of music fees 
that have been due since the end of 
1940. One of these stations owes 
ASCAP as much as $20,000, while 
another is on the Society’s books for 
$14,000. 

ASCAP has made no move to press 
any of them for the debts, prefer- 
ring to let these stations as well as 
all other radio licensees have ample 
time to get over their anti-ASCAP 
emotionalism. ASCAP’s new philos- 
ophy in treating with its broadcast 
customers is that since the present 
contract will run, with renewal, for 
18 years the Society and the radio 
industry should avoid any annoying 
tactics that might prevent them from 
getting off on the right foot. ASCAP 
hopes that this policy will eventu- 
ally result in the elimination of the 
belligerency and nastiness that has 
accompanied the two factions’ rela- 
tions since the Society undertook to 
license broadcasting. 


ASCAP EXECS 








Gene Buck, John G. Paine and 
| John O’Connor, ASCAP officials, 
leave for Hollywood Friday (20) to 
attend a meeting of the Coast mem- 
bers the following Tuesday (24) or 
Wednesday (25) night. Also due to 


| ms ake the trip is Louis Frohlich, of | 
The general meet- | 
will be the first of the tw O an- | 


| ASCAP counsel 
| ing 


nual gz wee 6 on the Coast that 
are required by the Society’s new 
joins. “The > amendment specifies 
| the attendance of the president, the 
| general manager and the chairman 
of the executive committee. O’Con- 
nor fills the latter post. 

The meeting concerns some 250 
writer members who make _ the 
Coast their permanent homes. These 


include many of the country’s top 


songsmiths. 


| progress made by ASCAP in repair- 
| ing its radio fences and in readjust- 
|ing the organization’s international 
| operations. 


| Wilshire. 
| FEINMAN BANKRUPT 
| 


Rudolph Feinman, musical and 
| booking agent, filed a voluntary pe- 
sear of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 





court Wednesday (11) listing no as- 
sets and $1,080 in liabilities. 
Most of the money owed is for 


tract. 


T0 HOLLYWOOD 


The visitors from New | i333 
York will apprise the writers of the | ::::: 


The meeting will be} 
| preceded by a dinner at the Beverly- | 


rent, with $150 owed Lora DaVinci | 
and Renee Wilde for breach of con- | 33 





(Week ending Feb. 14) 


_ 





White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 
Blues in Night...........Remick 
eS Tobias 
Shrine of St. Cecelia..... Braun 
Deep in Heart Tex. .Melodylane 
Remember P. Harbor..Republic 
We Did It Before......Witmark 
Elmer’s Tune........... Robbins 
Couple in Castle........Famous 


Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
mene BEOM. oso kc icv sven Republic 
Moonlight Cocktail........ Jewel 
This No Laughing Matter..Block 
eo Ef  * ee Robbins 
Everything I Love..... Chappell 








BEILIN BACK WITH REMICK 


Chicago, Feb. 17. 
Al Beilin returns as manager here 
for Remick Music, replacing Nelson 
Ingham. 
For several months Beilin had been 
general manager of M. O. Wells 
Music firm. 








'BMI's Active Houses Hereafter 
Are Radiotunes, Greene & Revel: 
160 to Be Continued on Payroll 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers! | ven though it has decided on e 


licy of restricting its publication 
activities to those numbers that it 
figures has a chance of accumulating 
an appreciable number of network 
plugs weekly, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
will maintain its present professional 
staff in New York and other key 
points. These publishirg operations 
will be carried on through BMI’s 
two subsids, Radiotunes, Inc., 
Greene & Revel, Inc. 
BMI’s payroll has carried as many 


as 330 persons, It is now down to 
160 persons with this total repre- 
senting both the licensing and the 
publishing divisions. 


Phil Kornheiser is no longer with 
Radiotunes, where he held the title 
of business manager. BMI last week 
lost its Detroit manager, Bob Miller, 
through death and no decision has as 
yet been made about his successor. 
Miller was struck by an auto while 
crossing a Detroit street. 


and 








Lyric by Ralph Freed 





Lyric by Jack Yellen 





from the M-G-M Picture, 
starring Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 


from Olsen and Johnson's 


1,+» because Feist has the Top Picture Hit 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Music by Burton Lane 
"Babes On Broadway" 


oc» because Feist has the Top Show Hit 


HAPPY IN LOVE 


Music by Sam E. Fain 
"Sons O° Fun” 


3 44. . because Feist has the most timely novelty hit 


THERE WON'T BE A 
SHORTAGE OF LOVE 


Words and music by Carmen Lombardo 
and John Jacob Loeb 


Coming! 


= /RIO RITA” 


The Songs from Two Spectacular M-G-M Pictures! 


“SHIP A-HOY” 


Watch for release dates 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| xb 
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: LEO FEIST, 
| 1629 Broadway . 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 





Inc. 
New York, N. Y. 
LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr. : 
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U.S. CAFE TAX 


HITS M'WKEE 
MUSICIANS 


Milwaukee, Feb. 17. 
With the Government making its 





VERSAILLES INFLUENCE 


Midge Fielding’s Nitery Costumes, 
Line for Fischer Vaude 





Midge Fielding is blending part of 
her former Versailles nitery (N. Y.) 
stuff and costumes into the Clifford 
C. Fischer straight vaudeville show 
when it opens March 11 at the 46th 
St. theatre on Broadway. While the 
12 acts will perform twice daily, in 
the old Keith’s Palace tradition, a 
line of 18 girls, including six Field- 





ing Ver-Sirens from the first 
Versailles edition, will punctuate 


first serious effort to collect the re-;| the variety proceedings. 


cently imposed 5% cabaret tax in 
taverns in this area, there are not 
only plenty of squawks from the 


cafe keepers themselves, but mu- 
sicians are fearful it may mean 
greatly curtailed employment for 
them. Tavern men feel that they 
have aiready been the targets for all 
the taxes it has been possible to de- 
vise, and say they will be forced 
out of business with the imposi- 
tion of any additional levies. 

Under the newest interpretation of 
the law, any night spot employing an 
orchestra is subject to the cabaret 
tax of 5% of its gross receipts as 
long as the band is working there. 
To the cafe men, the obvious way to 
duck the new tax is not to hire mu- 
sicians and to depend for music upon 
the jukeboxes, which are on the 
premises anyway and taxed regard- 
less but which do not come under 
the cabaret tax ruling. 

Vollmer Dahlstrand, head of Lo- 
cal No. 8, American Federation of 
Musicians, has been on the receiving 
ena for the tavern men’s squawks, 
but there isn’t much he can do about 
it, for it’s a Government measure 
and not a union ruling; the musi- 
cians are simply the ones who are 
caught in the squeeze. 


COLONY CLUB, CHICAGO, 





| for the debut bill. 


Martha Raye is newest headliner 
It breaks in for 


| three days in Boston prior to the 


| 





IN SUDDEN EL FOLDO: 





Chicago, Feb. 17. 
Colony club closed Thursday (12) 
after less than one month’s struggle 
in a reopening attempt. Peter Hig- 
gins and Colette Lyons headed the 
floor show. 





|up into something 


Broadway premiere. It will run in- 
def, changing bills as _ business 
warrants. 


SIR JOE GINZBERG DIES 
AT 70; PIONEER STOOGE 


| 








The Great Sir Joseph Ginzberg, | 
whom Sime built up into the most 
prominent non-working , stooge in 
show business, died yesterday (Tues- 
day) in French hospital, New York, 
following a long illness with heart 
disease. He was 70. 

Sir Joseph (he got sore if called 
Sir Joe), self-styled ‘king of the 
radio,’ of vaudeville, the drama, con- 
cert and opera, attached himself, or 
vice versa, to Willie Howard more 
than 30 years ago, and remained with 
the comic to the end. He was the 
first of the genre of non-working 
stooges who connected themselves to 
w.k.s, later emulated by such char- 
acters as John McCormack, Jr., and 
more lately Broadway Rose. 

Howard picked up Sir Joseph at 
the Black Cat, a Frisco nitery, where 
The Great one was singing Irish 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book- 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety,’ Feb. 17, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The holiday crowd Monday (Lincoln's Birthday) matinee was apathetic. 
Usually the bunch that gathers on a day off is wound up like a spring to 
smash hands together. But there were no smashes scored. It was the 
show’s fault more than the humor of the audience, which left some empty 
spaces in the boxes but filled the house otherwise. The program billed 
nine acts but the performance held ten, with many changes noted in the 
running order as first laid out 

Anna Wheaton and Harry Carroll (New Acts) reunited, probably sent 
in to make up for the absence of Belle Baker, who was listed for the show 
but was reported out through illness. Miss Baker would have mopped up; 
the show really needed a wallop. Carroll was recently at the Palace with 
his revue, but it is possible the reformed Wheaton and Carroll turn may 
shove the revue out for a time. 

Frank McIntyre and Co., whose ‘Wednesday at the Ritz’ farce turned up 
recently as a novelty at the Palace, which hadn’t had a playlet in many 
moons, was in the going as a repeat. The Bostock comedy, listed after 
intermission, was switched into closing intermission. 

Joan Storm looked excellent as the wife who hated her ‘five-cent cigar 
salesman husband.’ All the three male assisting roles are slight, but the 
chap who takes a ducking in the bathtub at least earns his salary. The 
house liked the turn, without undue enthusiasm. It was a pretty quick 
return for this type of sketch-act. 

Tkelma and Marjorie White, juvenile entertainers, went on in the fifth 
spot (six turns before intermission) and scored the first of limited hits of 
the afternoon. Before them the scoring !was negligible. The White kids 
look tender in years. They are reported hailing from the northwest and 
were taken on by Flo Ziegfeld for the ‘Midnight Frolic’ with Will Rogers. 
They did open with that show in Philadelpria but didn’t fit. Several 
weeks ago the children were tried ovt in a three-a-day house and pig 
time booking resulted. 

The little Whites showed themselves perfectly at home. They have an 
air of sophistication that is disarming. There was humor in their opening 
number, ‘Those Days Are Over,’ for Thelma and Marjorie are just the 
age the lyrics tell of. The kids surprised with a duet dance that fol- 
lowed, the kicking in particular drawing attention. The eldest singling 











songs—of all things. From then on 


Sir Joseph was as inseparable from |} 


the comedian as he was from his 
medals and press clippings, chiefly 
stories and ‘retracticns’ about Joe 
that were written by Sime and built 
of a series for 


| several years. 


Nothing that was written about Sir 
Joseph pleased him. If it was stated 


Difficulty with musicians at one|that ‘he is the king of radio,’ he 
time forced acts to go on without | Would storm into the ‘Variety’ office 


music of any kind. 
paid off through intercession of local 
AGVA. 

Expected to reopen shortly, but 
full week’s bond will be insisted 
upon by AGVA for all talent salaries. 











PHIL 
REGAN 


OPENING FEB. 24 


LOOKOUT HOUSE 
COVINGTON, KY. 


Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 











}- show business. 


All acts were|and threaten suit for libel unless a 
|followup story mentioned that he | 


was also ‘king’ of every other phase 
When he didn’t 
call in person, he wrote. And some 
| of his letters, printed by ‘Variety,’ 
— classics in unconscious humor. 
| If anybody dared doubt Sir Joseph, 
| that person was subjected to a flash 
|at The Great one’s medals and clip- 
| pings and a couple of hours of self- 
| praise to boot. The medals mostly 
came from pawnshops, but one didn’t 
|}dare bring that up, no more than 
| anybody could address Sir Joseph 
without ‘The Great’ prefix. 
| He was a ‘guest’ in Willie Howard’s 
| Great Neck, L. L, home for the past 
|10 years, and some localites were 
|under the impression that he was a 
| relative of the comic. 

So far as is known, Sir Joseph had 
no survivors. The Jewish Theatrical 


Bee ra will announce funeral plans 


today (Wednesday). 











GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 








with ‘Heeland Mary’ in kilts tossing out an astonishing Scotch burr. Then 
the smallest trotted forth in all Russian, the dancing not being so diffi- 
|cuit as surprising. The White Sisters are strongest perhaps in their sing- 
|ing, harmonizing finely for children. The eldest works in the harmony 


| portions. They are perhaps the future successors to the Duncan Sisters. | 


| The kids encored twice. 


| Mabel Ford and Co. (New Acts) made a strong follow up of the | 


Wheaton-Carroll offering, which opened the late portion of the bill. After 
intermission the running was much stronger but yet did not measure 
up to the usual standard here. Pressler and Klaiss were down next to 
closing though programed No. 3. The spot was much too late for them 
|on this bill. Pressler’s mop of bleached hair and his wabbly legs started 
ithe laughter, but the value of Miss Klaiss’ songs contribution was dis- 
| tinctly brought out. 

Maryon Vadie and Ota Gygi furnished the class of the opening section. 
| Mary Izant is the piano accompanist, but the cakewalk number by Miss 
| Vadie called for the orchestra, which seemed in difficulties several times 


NVA BENEFIT — 
GROSSES 7146 


National Variety Artists’ annual 
benefit, at the Imperial theatre, Ny 
Sunday night (15), was a financia] as 
well as an entertainment success 
Gross from ticket sale and program 
advertising was around $7,500, with 
the net figured at $4,000, the club’s 
highest benefit profit in years, 

Fred Allen fronted for the show 
but couldn’t appear because of a 
death in his family Sunday (15), 
An aunt who reared the comedian 
passed away and Allen rushed to her 
home town near Boston. The NVA 
had planned presenting him on the 
Stage with a life membership in. 
scribed on a silver card, but, in his 
absence, the award was made via 
Alan Corelli, of Theatre Authority, 


Show was laden with names, in- 
cluding Willie Howard, Barry Wood, 
Danny Raye, Joe E. Lewis, George 
Jessel, Lanny Ross, Smith and Dale, 
Vaughn Monroe, Bill Robinson, Ta- 
mara, Phil Baker, Noble Sissle, Mary 
Small, Yorke and King, Joe Laurie, 
Jr.; Harry Hershfield, Senator Ford, 
Dave Apollon, Lorraine and Rognan, 
the St. Elmo and Eve Jessye (‘Porgy 
and Bess’) choirs. Paul Gerrits, 
Henny Youngman, Marty May and 
Corelli alternated as m.c.s. 

Benny Roberts, of the Palace thea- 
tre when it was two-a-day; Johnny 
Green, composer and_ bandleader, 
and Peul Ash, who came over from 
the Foxy with Apolion and the 
Roxyettes, batoned the pit orch. 


BUFFALO NITERY MAN 
HELD IN BONDS THEFT 


Buffalo, Feb. 17, 
George (‘Doc’) Shuman, 58, former 
operator of the Hollywood Inn here, 
| was arrested in Chicago last week by 
| FBI agents and has been returned to 


| 











| Buffalo on a Federal warrant charg- 
ing attempted grand larceny. 

According to the FBI, Shuman was 
arrested following an investigation 
in which stolen bonds from New 
York and midwestern brokers were 
traced to Buffalo. 

















|during the dance. Gygi caught the matinee crowd with plaintive melo- 
dies, softly played. He was not on at the close of the act, which had 





| Miss Vadie and the Portia Mansfield Dancers in a classical number, pro- | 
Tre Mansfield dancers are four in number, | 


| gramed ‘Rondo Capriccioso.’ 
ithe girls replacing the special musicians carried last season. The bare- 
|legged contributors are Flavia Waters, Frances Hartsook, Willette Allen 
land Jeanne Fuller. 

Ed Lee Wrothe and Owen Martin, listed on the program to close inter- 
mission, appeared third. The routine, which is billed ‘Now,’ might be 
called ‘Janitor Higgins at the Track.’ The spot was too early, the house 
either not getting the racing slang or not being warmed up yet. The 
elephant line won a real laugh, but there were little returns at the finale 
for their first Palace appearance. 

Few if any present had not seen one version or the other of ‘Cutting 
a Woman in Haif.’ Yet virtually no one left the house until it was over. 
That was a tribute to the showmanship of Horace Goldin. His film bit in 
itself is well carried out. Then the details of the ‘surgical problem’ make 
it much more of a problem. He proves that the feet projecting through 
the box are real by removing one shoe and snipping off the end of the 
stocking with scissors. The wiggling toes are a ‘convincer.’ So is his 
completed ‘operation,’ which has him sawing through the platform en- 
tirely. Therefore, when the two halves are pulled apart, the entire plat- 
form is separated. 

Millicent Mower, evidently from the concert field, was No. 2, while the 
Cvene Troupe opened. The settings are unusual for a wire act, and at 
the opening the raised cafe idea looked like the restaurant setting in the 
‘Music Box Revue.’ Ibee. 


Saranac “ 


By Happy Benway 





River street. His frau is doing the 
nursing routine for him, being with 
the Raybrook sanatorium. 


Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 17. | grade here, in for a 0.0. and a gen- 
Potrick Rowers. |eral checkup. She got her O.K. and 

Phar. ; - sy mo; _, | WENt back to Buffalo to her niteclub 
who saw service with Neil O’Brien’s job 
and the Guy Bros. minstrels, re- 
cently licked arthritis. He saw serv-~ 
ice here, but is now active again in 
Boston theatricals, 


Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton took the 


dramatie tenor 


Frankie Carter, Les Brown’s trom- 
bonist, who lost his appendix some 
time ago, is pencilled in for another 
stomach operation, 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


Ella Montgomery, who made the | 


STANLEY, PITT 
'| Week Feb. 13 





LATIN QUARTER 
Boston—Weeks 
Feb. 22——Mar. 8 


CENTRAL, PASSAIC 
Week Mar. 19 





EARLE, WASHINGTON 
Week Mar. 27 


BUB 
DUPONT 


The Comedy Juggler 














Management 
MUSIG CORP. OF AMERICA 











frenic operation with a smile. He’s 








mastering a nifty comeback at the 
Will Rogers. 

Carl (IATSE) Kern, Fairmount, 
West Va., hillbilly, pencilled in for 
pneumo-thorax routine, He is on 
the road to recovery. 


patentee 
Highlight of a real comeback: 


Tommy ~ Brady, ex-N.V.A, staff . 


worker of years ago, who mastered ! 
four stages of that rib operation, is ‘6 : 

now driving a truck and collecting DOGGONE. 
scrapiron. Vows it’s easier than 
buck dancing. 

John Louden, one of the last of 
the old timers to be let out of the 
sanatorium, is now successfully con- 
tinuing the ozone routine at 65 











NOW New York Strand for 3 Weeks 
Direction—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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NONSENSE” 
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War Fears Deplete Frisco Talent, 


MCA Forced to Use Mex Performers 








San Francisco, Feb. 17. 
of acts for niteries and 
become critical ve ~ 

‘no to the local American Gui 
oor variety Artists. Draft, steady 
jobs in defense industries and fear 
of Jap bombings are blamed, com- 
pination leaving Frisco area scram- 
bling for talent. 

Acts which ordinarily would be 
heading this way reportedly have de- 
toured to avoid the war zone. Biz 
in key niteries here continues brisk, 
however, although it’s still off in 
plenty other spets. 

With war scaring acts away from 
the Coast, Music Corp. of America is 
importing talent from Mexico City to 
fill bookings at La Fiesta nitery here. 
Tarasco Trio and team of Hector, 
Amelia y Ramon open (25) on a 12- 
week guarantee. 

Herman Stein, in charge of the 
MCA office here, brands timidness 
of the acts ‘ridiculous’ inasmuch as 
Frisco’s nearest approach to war has 
been a couple of bla¢kouts. Several 
acts, he says, have cancelled due to 
war fears. 

Although dearth of turns is a head- 
ache to bookers, it also puts the 
talent in the odd spot of passing up 
situations which are doing”a hefty 
biz. It’s virtually impossible to get 
reservations weekends in the better 
bistros. 

Stein, who went through the early 
bombings of London, postscripts that 
current boom has the boys paying 
off on a fiock of bets he made just 
after Pearl Harbor, when receipts 
dropped to zero and club owners 
wanted to cancel all contracts. 
ing seen it happen in London, he was 
able to forecast the present upswing. 


Short-ge 
yvaude has 


Priorities Cause Auto 
Dealers in Philly te Go 
In for Nitery Operation 


Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 

The Park Casino, one-time swank 
roadhouse On Philadelphia’s East 
River Drive, will be reopened about 
April 1 by Jack and Charles Goldner. 

The Goldners, Philly automobile 
dealers, turned to the nitery field for 
investment following the Govern- 
ment’s ban against the sale of new 
motor cars. 


The Casino, shuttered for the past 


three months, was formerly the 
Anchorage, operated by Arthur H 
Padula. It was leased last year to 
San Ottenberg, Harry Drob and 


John Hackett. They closed after a 
series of bad weather breaks. 


SHUBERT, CINCY, GOES 
STRAIGHT PIX FEB. 27 


Feb. 17 


straight 


Cincinnati, 

Vaudefilm Shubert 
screen Feb. 27. Stage shows this sea- 
Son extend over 22 weeks. three 


foes 





30n b.o. 


more than for 1940-41, with the aver- 
age take ahead of last season. 

Best figure for the current stretch 
Was during New Year’s week, when 
Martha Raye, favored by upped 
Prices for two reserved-seat shows 
On New Year’s Eve, magneted $18.- 
500 

Save for 
week by 


b 


the pulled last 
y Laurel and Hardy’s p.a., 
ands outstripped vaude and revues 
Horace Heidt fetched $17,- 
200, Phil Harris, $15,500; Ted Lewis, 
$14,500; and Ben Bernie, $13,000. 


$15,000 


Retrenchment Key 


Long-expected weeding-out of sur- 
— manpower at Music Corp. of 
poericn has evidently begun. First 

portant letout, for economic rea- 
mle. is Dave Jonas, in the 
+e agency department. Some 

A etarial help is also reported to 
Aave been dropped. 

Syd MCA would sooner or later 
its staff was a foregone con- 








on after the agency acquired 
+ a the CBS Artists Bureau 
du _jatter’s entire personnel. A 
uplication of work by MCA and 
sds —_ was apparent from the 
te Pius also, tremendous added 
overhead for MCA, 





Hav- | 


To MCA Dismissals 


| starting March 4, with Frances Faye | 


NO ‘SITUATIONS WANTED’ 


Ben Yost Singers in llth Date in 
Last 18 Months at N. Y¥. Roxy 








Ben Yost Singers, male sextet, 
open Feb. 19 at the Roxy, N. Y. It 
will be the llth engagement by a 
Yost group at the house in the last 
18 months. 

Combined engagements total 45 
weeks, 


MIAMI NITERIES 
USE GIMMICKS 
AS BIZ HYPO 


Miami Beach, Feb. 17. 

As a further hypo to the continu- 
ously spotty business, every nitery is 
| going in for ‘birthday,’ ‘welcome 
back,’ ‘opening,’ ‘gueststar’ and ‘testi- 
| monial’ nights. There are frequent 
| talent interchanges, the idea being 
_that some of the business will thus 
be spread and perhaps some spot 
| enjoy at least a brief hypo. 
| Meantime, the Ritz Bros. finally 
look set for the Royal Palm, opening 
there Feb. 25. Harry Richman has 
| been added to the Latin Quarter, the 
/ mammoth Lou Walter’s-Harry Heller 
nitery, which has the highest mini- 
mum tariff ($3 dinner or supper), 
with a view to hypoing the late-hour 
business. Lou Holtz followed Sammy 
Walsh into Emile Boreo’s Club Cas- 
anova (another Walters-Heller oper- 
|}ation), and Cross and Dunn have 
gone into the Beachcomber. A new 
revue is at the Clover Club. 
opening this past week, making four 
premieres in one night, all doing 
well 
Clover show. 

Mme. Clauge Alphand date at the 
Versailles hotel, following Dwight 
Fiske, flivved. The Brook is like- 
wise getting nowhere. 

P.S.—Still no gambling. 


BOOKING SNAG KEY TO 
HARRIS’ PRICE PEEVE 


follows Romo 
Martinique, N. Y.., 
peeve from Jack 











Georgie Price 
Vincent into La 
whereby hangs a 


Harris, boniface of La Conga, the 
Broadway spot where the comedian 
marked his comeback as an actor 
last fall Harris thinks he has a 
tentative commitment for Price to 


return to the Conga in March, In- 
stead he opens Feb. 25 at the com- 
petitive nitery 


Price had been in retirement for 


years as a stock broker, but Al 
Sandler. his associate. now continues 
his seat on thé exchange while the 


comedian is trouping. Price may 
head the new Ben Marden’s Riviera 
show in the spring and summer, 


Joe Lewis to Vacation 
Prior to Theatre Date 


Joe E. Lewis will wind up his rec- 
ord-breaking biz fru at Monte 
P sel Copacabana N Y March 
15, when he'll take a_ two-week 
Miami vacation before opening April 
2 at Loew’s State on Broadway 


Copa just 
also set fc I 


Club, Bos- 


Lewis, who opened at the 
New Year, is 
| two weeks at the Mayfal 
| ton, starting April 15. 

| Besides Lewis, the William Mor- 
ris agency has spotted Belle Baker 
|in the Hub’s Mayfair for two weeks 


before the 














JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 
the staid Persian Room resounded 
time and again with insistent re- 
quests for encores.’—Abel, Variety. 


Current at the 
Brook Club, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


— 








Frisco Unions Move 


San Francisco, Feb. 17. 

Headquarters for American Guild 
of Variety Artists, Actors Equity, 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists and American Guild of Musical 
Artists has moved to new address 
at 26 O’Farrell street. 

Previous quarters taken over by 
USO as a clubhouse. 


IT LOOKS LIK 
HIZZONER'S IN 
THE WK. SPOT 











FEFE FERRY’S 
MONTE CARLO 
BANKRUPT 


Feram, Inc., operators of Fefe’s 
Monte Carlo, swank night club and 
restaurant at 49-51 East 54th street, 
N. Y., filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
Friday (13), listing $130,876 in lia- 


bilities and $121,932 in assets. A 
plan of reorganizatgon, accompany- 


|ing the petition, offers to pay credi- 


All | 


with exception of the no-name | 


tors 4214% of their claims, 174% 
on confirmation of the plan, and 
25% in equal monthly payments for 
a period of three years, eliminating 
the months of June, July and August 


| of each year. 


| Walters, 


Among the secured creditors are 
Felix (Fefe) Ferry, Waldorf-Astoria, 
$664: Gene Cavallero, $1,800; Frank 
Vogel, $1,800—these are the three 
principal partners and backers—Ted 
Straeter and orchestra, $1,230; Rob- 
ert Knight and orchestra, $515; Cy 
$125. Loa:s payable in- 
of the same men, such 
as Cavaliero, $18,275: Ferry, $6,141; 
Vogel, $10,047; Austin Gray, $3,333, 
and Bob O’Donnell, $1,500. Taxes to 
and state and government 
amount to $5,084. Amon the un- 
secured creditors are ASCAP, $587: 
Brooks Costume, $808; Colony Res- 
taurant, $2.058 (which Cavallero also 


operates); Carolyn Laundry, $669; 


clude some 


city 


Meyer Davis, $100; the Journal- 
American, $1,006; Music Corp. of 
America, $72, and the N. Y. Sun, $38. 


Rosenblatt & Jaffe, are 
owed $5.399. Also owed is $6,134 in 
wages, while secured debts total $13.- 


$105,639 


attorneys, 


017 and unsecured 


Assets include $9,797 in liquor and 
proceries and $100,000 in fixtures. 
Cash on hand totals $1,086 and ac 


counts receivable $8,304. 
Among some of the name person- 


| alities in the last list are Norman 
Bel Geddes, $21; John Barrymore, 
$116% Phil Baker, $14: Frank Chap- 
man, $18; James A. Farley. $28; Mrs 
Dick Foran, $54: Errol Flynn, $18; 
Tito Guizar $60: Raphael Hakin 
$31: Mrs. W. R. Hear $11: Fred 
eric Lor e, $1 He I J 
$48: Percy P. Melville, $131; Louis 


| following for a fortnight beginning | 


| March 18. 
| 


Alfalfa Come-On 


San Francisco, Feb. 17. 
| Sir Francis Drake hotel is 
| perimenting with ‘Country Store 


ca 


' 
| Persian room. No cover, 
| $2.25 minimum starting at 6 o'clock. 
| Sam Moore, NBC actor, is ‘store- 


with 2 


keeper’ with Bill Wood, web an- 

nouncer, as m.c. Acts are headed by 
| Rosie and her guitar, also from the 
| network studios here. 


Shurr, $52, and Herbert B. Swope 


$34 

The nig ( $14.000 
yearly for rent on a lease expiring 
Oct. 1, 1951, plus 6 of the annual 
pross above $350,000 Expenses in 
salaries next month will be $10,000, 


with an additiona] $5,000 for Opera- 


tion. It is estimated that an even | 
break can be secured. Officers would | 


receive no salary during that period. 
Ferry meantime plans to produce 


a musical comedy, ‘Beauty for Rent,’ 


night as a Saturday ‘come-on in the 


1 i 


by Geza Herczeg and Pat C. Flick 


Benny Fields Heads 
Mont’! Cafe’s Opener 


A new Montreal nitery, E] Mo- 
reeco, opens March 11, with the 
William Morris agency doing the 


booking. 
Benny Fields will top the cpening 
playing for two weeks, with 


n fol 


show 


show 
Belle Baker and Jean Sab] 


that order. 


low- 


ng in 


| Following 


Detroit, Feb. 17. 
It appears that Mayor Edward J. 
Jeffries, of Detroit, who never has 
seen a burlesque show, finally will 
have to drop in at the Empress since, 


by virtue of his executive post, he 
will become manager of the theatre. 
Detroit is taking over the house 
through the foreclosure of $12,000 
tax indebtedness and, with it, the 
headache which comes through beefs 
that there is more strip than tease 
going on in the house. Whether the 
mayor will view it from backstage, 
with a manager’s prerogative, or will 


drop in quietly in the guise of a 
cash customer, has not been de- 
termined. 


He can’t send the police, from all 
reports, since the boxoffice knows 
all the loop detail at a quick glance 
|which has led to the report that 
there is a buzzer running backstage 
| with a signal to clean up the show 
| when these gents arrive. Songs take 
}on new lyrics and performers more 


|clothes when the cops come in. 





It poses quite a problem for the 
mayor who at least has shown him- 
self to be open-minded about this 
| phase of show biz by asking, ‘What's 
|} burlesque supposed to be like any- 
|way?’ The problem is ‘uat if they 
| kick out th. cur: ~nt burlesque, who 
| is going to pay tne rent? 


SETTLE STRIKE THREAT 
VS. BOWERY IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 17. 
A strike threat against the Bow- 
ery, huge Hamtramck nitery here, 
was settled after State Labor Medi- 





ator William H. Rooks intervened. 
Chorus line of 15 Don Arden girls 

had threatened to shutter the club 

unless it received the 15 days’ pay 


lost while the Bowery was closed by 
the State Liquor Control 


Commis- | 


Jessel Suggested as Paid AGVA Prez 


As Move to Smooth Union's Problems 


+ 





Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, via special committee, is 
probing the problems of the turbu- 
lent American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists. Several from AGVA_ were 
| queried yesterday (Tuesday) by 
Walter Greaza, of Equity; Mrs. 
Florence Marston, Screen Actors 
Guild’s eastern representative, and 
| Ruth Richmond, of Chorus Equity. 


What steps will be taken to re- 
organize AGVA, into a better knit 
and more smoothly operating union 
| Rave not yet been determined. 
| Meanwhile, in the trade, it’s sug- 
| gested that AGVA’s chief problem 
of finding an executive head who 
is both a w.k. personality and busi- 
ness head could be solved via 
George Jessel. One leading enter- 
tainer proposed that AGVA set Jes- 
sel as its prexy on a salary basis, 
though not hindering him from ac- 
cepting theatrical engagements, with 
Jessel’s wide acquaintanceship with 
prominents in all walks of life an 
added asset to the union. So far as 
is known, however, Jessel has not 
been approached on the subject. » 


Wm. Morris’ 10 Already 
In Service; Lazar, Troch, 
John Lastfogel Due Next 


The William Morris agency is 
virtually fighting the war, from the 
extent of its manpower already in 
the service, with several more soon 
to go. Thus far the agency has pro- 
vided the U. S. armed forces with 
nine boys, while the merchant 
marine got a 10th. Three others in 


| 


ithe N. Y. office alone are in the 1-A 











|jrating and expecting momentary 
| call. 

| The 10 already in service are 
from the secretarial staff, the 


Morris office having made it a policy 
to employ young men rather than 
women and thus insure itself with 
manpower trained in_ theatrical 
agency work. However, with the 
war deeply cutting into its secre- 
tarial ranks, office may have to 
switch to femme stenos for the dura- 
tion. 

Thus far only one of the agency’s 
tor ght men is scheculed to be 
fitted for an army uniform. Irving 
Lazar was last week put in 1-A rat- 
ing, but figures he won’t be called 
for six to eight weeks. He has not 
yet undergone the army physical ex- 
|} amination. 





Those secretaries already in serv- 
ice are Lew Weiss, George Burns’ (& 
Allen) nephew, now a_ corporal 
stationed in Panama; Max Klein, 
Melvyn Marx: Sam Sax, a lieutenant 
who was in the agency’s Coast of- 
fice; Sid Bakal, Harold Reifer, Bob 
| Laird, who enlisted in the merchant 
marine; Hyman Levine, from the 
Chicago office, and Leonard Krupp. 


Two boys expecting immediate 
call are John Lastfogel, nephew of 
Abe Lastfogel, agency’s v.p. and 
general manager, and Leo Troch. 


Agency intends rehiring all the boys 
| when they leave the service. 





sion for after-hours and _ too-blue| 
shows. 

' 

| The mediation developed that| 
while Frank Barbaro. owner of the 


nitery, said he was willing to ‘make 


it right with the girls,’ they techni-| 
cally were employed and paid by| 
Arden. Following this conference, 
Les Golden, executive secretary of 


the American Guild of 
, 


Variety 


Art admitted in- 


AAI 


aerstanding ana 


threat against the place. 


a 
rescinded the strike 


Old Roumanian, N.Y., 
In 1-Day Talent Strike 


Old Roumanian, nitery on 
York’s east side, had a one-day 
talent strike early last week, when 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists demanded pay for the acts and 
12 chorus girls during the five days 
the spot was shut recently because 
of a police department 


New 


layoff, the 
chorus and two principals, Freddie 
Jeannette Garrette, 
out. Third principal, Sadie 
Banks, said to own a piece of the 
spot, stuck, but no show was given. 
day, however, Silver- 
}man agreed to deposit the money in 
question in escrow pending arbitra- 
tion by the State Mediation Board. 
Hearing was scheduled for yesterday 


3ernard and 


: 
walked 


| afternoon (Tuesday). 


complaint. | 
| When owner Jack Silverman refused 
; payment for the forced 


CHEZ PAREE, OMAHA, 
DESTROYED IN 406 FIRE 


Omaha, Feb. 17. 
Chez Paree, Omaha's largest night 


club, was destroyed by fire Wednes- 
day (11) in blaze that started from 
defective wiring 

All instruments of the Don Roth 
orchestra were also destroyed. Loss 


set at $40,000. 


Soltau Must Serve Jail 
Term, Petitions Denied 


Minneapolis, Feb. 17. 
Despite petitions signed by many 


churchmen, the Rev. H. J. Soltau, 
vice crusader and Minnesota Law 
Enforcement and Anti - Saloon 
leagues’ head, has been compelled 


to go to Stillwater prison to serve 
a year’s sentence for perjury in 
connection with one of his numer- 
ous raids. 

The petitions were sent to Gov. 
H. B. Stassen and to Judge W. W. 
Bardwell cf district court, who sen- 
tenced the minister ,and to the state 
jpardon board. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 





Blue Barron's Orch with Billy} 
Cover, Jimmy Brown, Charlie} 
Fischer (3 Blue Notes) and Tiny 
Wolfe; Wesson Bros. (3); Gil & 


Bernie Maison, Carole & Sherod; | 
‘Captains of the Clouds’ (WB), re-| 
viewed in Variety,’ Jan. 21. 





Gil and Bernie Maison and the 
Wesson Brothers, two variety acts, 
are the foundation of the current 
stage show at WB’s Broadway flag- 
ship. They are the sock audience- 
pleasers, backgrounded by Blue Bar- 
ron’s orchestra, which is only fair 
musically and perks audience inter- 
est best via the singing of the Three 
Blue Notes, Billy Cover, Jimmy 
Brown and Charlie Fischer, indi- 
vidually and collectively, and has 
cellist Tiny Wolfe. 


The Maisons have one of the best 
comedy deg acts around, with a 
monkey who is violently allergic to 
the name of Frank Buck the laugh 
standout. Gil Maison is now doing 
most of the stage work, with his 
wife, Bernie, on for only one bit 
with a tiny chihuahua. The business 
with the dogs is chiefly on the ‘cute 
side, notably the routine with the 
lazy bull, and the act’s strongest | 
asset is personable Maison’s line of | 
patter. all good. 

The Wessons have a clever mimicry | 
routine. one of the boys doing the 
physical impersonations while the 
other imitates the voices. They 
whammed Friday night (13), finally 
having to beg off. after excellent 
satirical takeoffs of Edward G. Rob- 
inson. Wendell Willkie, Edgar Ber- 
gen and Charlie McCarthy and Car- 
men Miranda 

Third act in the show is the sister 
team of Carole and Sherod, two 
good-looking willowy blondes doing 
nice tap and soft-hoe ballroom danc- 
ing. They are enhanced by nifty 
costuming. 

Barron’s orch is sectioned in four 
reed, five brass and four rhythm, lat- 
ter including two pianos, at one of 
which is Cover, who nicely delivers a 
good part of the yodeis. It’s appar- 
ent why Barron’s orch is okay for 
dancing, but his arrangements are 
hardly showy enough to make the 
aggregation standout for stage work. 
Just as well then that he puts so 
much stress on the singing, though it 
might be advantageous to have a 
femme vocalist break up the proces- 
sion of men. Midway in the show 
Barron uncorks a good medley, in- 
cluding ‘Night and Day’ among other 
standard pops, and has a strong finale 
{fn Irving Berlin’s ‘Any Bonds To- 
day,’ which, however, is over-staged. 
Barron himself is a good front and 
clear m.c. 

Biz good, the film being a strong 
draw. | Scho. 








STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Ina Raj; Hutton Orch (14); Mischa 
Auer & Joyce Hunter; Bob Dupont; 
Robinson & Martin; Stuart Foster; | 
‘Playmates’ (RKO). 








First time for Ina Ray Hutton 
around here in a couple of years, 
and there’ve been some changes 
made. In first place, she’s batoning 
an all-male orch now instead of a 
femme crew and it’s all for the 
better, too. Secondly, she’s a vastly 


'Tula House Orch (13; ‘Ball of Fire’ | 


Gags are whiskered, he punches too 
hard and whole impression is one of 
a guy trying to be funny with 


nothing to be funny about. Middle | 


of the turn, he’s interrupted by 
Joyce Hunter. (Mrs. Auer), who is 
plenty decorative in black and has a 
fair voice. 

For a closer, band beats out a hot 
‘Bugle Call Rag,’ featuring Bill Watt 
at the drums and with La Hutton go- 
ing to town from tips of her toes to 
top of that shock of long blonde hair. 
Max Adkins’ house orcf back in pit 


again after two weeks on the stage ; 


playing for acts. 


Biz okay. Cohen. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 14. 
Susan Miller with Al Siegel, Wally 


STATE, N. Y. 


George Murphy; Fred Sanborn; 
Adrienne: 3 Martels & Mignon; Hec- 
tor & Pals: ‘Babes on Broadway’ 
(M-G). 

Five-act bill is headed by George 
|Murphy, who means boxoffice, judg- 
|ing from the capacity business Fri- 
day night (13) and the way the audi- 
‘ence ate him up, especially the 
| younger element. 

Murphy, who's been in several film 
musicals, got a terrific hand on tak- 
ing the stage and a still bigger one 
going off after 16 minutes. He could 
have done more. Although some of 
his talk is weak, his songs an 
dances are clicky. He includes the 
title number from the film playing 
with him here, ‘Babes on Broadway,’ 
well sold. <A _ fine dance routine 





Brown, Paul Remos & Co. (3), Britt | closes him stoutly. 


Wood, Lew & Olive Caits (35), Felice | 
(RKO). 





This is a good standard layout. | 
Wally Brown, without his diminu- 
tive femme partner on this trip, 
weaves in and out as emcee and 


For light, effective comedy the 
show has Fred Sanborn,. pantc- 
»ylophonist, working with 2 straight 
man. His act is familier. For a 
flash finish there are the Three Mar- 
tels and Mignon (New Acts). 

Adrienne, song stylist, is spotted 
second, where she registers big. Her 
selling ability is reminiscent of hey- 
day vaudeville, when singers didn't 





holds down a potent spot of his own. 
House orch is on stage. | 

Fast opener with considerable ap- 
peal is the hoofing duo of Lew and | 
Olive Caits. Following some tappery 
to good response, ‘our dad’ is brought 
on for a round of very legit stepping 
in which Lew joins for some very 
smart precision stuff to a bell-ring- 
ing finish. ‘Dad’ looks like one half 
of act recalled by this reviewer as 
the Caits Bros., of vaude’s heyday 
and several Shubert revues. New 
twist is good showmanship adding 
considerable appeal and a possible 
spot in whatever playing time there 
is around. 

Britt Wood, in the deuce, socks 
with his country bumpkin routine of 
gagging, song and dance and extra- 
good harmoniea stuff. Susan Miller 
follows. With some background in 
pix and radio, Miss Miller is a local- 
ite who has appearance, wardrobe 


require microphones. Nor does 
Adrienne need a mike in view of the 
apparent power of her voice. She is 
the daughter of the opera prima 
donna, Margaret Matzenauer. A tall, 
glamorous type, she’s doing four 
numbers here. 

Opening turn is Hector and Pals, 
dog act that’s been around a long 
time. They get across well. Char. 





TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 14. 
Cliff Arrin; Beulah Bryant; Claude 
& Andree; The Walkmirs (3); Jimmy 
Bunn, Herb Six House Orch; ‘A Gen- 
tleman at Heart’ (20th). 








This one is a formula variety bill 
with four standard acis and the reg- 
ular house performers, Jimmy Bunn 
and the Herb Six band. It has too 





and personality, backed by sophisti- 
cated arrangements of Al Siegel, who 
is at the piano. She presents a dis- 
tinct possibility in the quest for new 
faces. Has an appealing voice and 
good diction for tricky improvisa- 
tions of ‘Delilah,’ ‘China Boy” ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and a new tune by 
Siegel titled ‘That’s Why Mac- 
Arthur’s There Now.’ For audiences 
here, best results were obtained with 
the simpler melodic structures of the 
latter two. Ought to prove a bet in 
more sophisticated company, particu- 
larly in the plushed-up bistros. 

Brown keeps his material fresh 
and with his distinctive style of halt- 
ing delivery gets the most out of a 
gag. Throws in a vocal and is en- 
tirely at home in this company. In- 
tros Paul Remos and his two acro- 
batic mites who score solidly with 
smart hand-to-hand balancing and 
cute comedy. Supplied a rousing fin- 
ish for this layout when caught and 
attracted a legitimate series of cur- 
tains. 


Biz very good. Burm. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 





improved show-woman. Gal, up 
there in front in a slinky silver 
evening gown, fairly drips s.a. and 
keeps that body weaving rhythmi- 
cally enough to satisfy the most ar- 
dent devotee of the figure terrific. 

In days gone by, however, the 
Hutton band was mostly sex deco- 
rated by music. Currently she’s got 
an okay outfit as well. Layout of 
three trumpets, three trombones, 
four saxes, guitar, bass, piano and 
drums is pretty solid and the lady’s 
boys play a lot of music. Arrange- 
ments are big-time, and with the 
visual aspects looked after more 
than adequately bv the maestress, 
the audible ones are on a par. 

Hot band number opens, followed 
by good-looking dance team of Rob- 
inson and Martin, who go from con- 
ventional musical comedy routine 
into some sock high-kicking, spins 
and cartwheels for a flash finish. 
Hutton vocalist, Stuart Foster, with 
pipes a la Bing Crosby, on next and 
mops up at the start with ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and then tapers off 
With ‘Dear Mom,’ and ‘Night and 
Day,’ which shows off band ad- 
mirably but not Foster, who doesn’t 
give those swell Cole Porter lyrics 
their due. 

Bob Dupont, who’s been around so 
often he’s eligible to vote in Pitts- 
burgh, hasn’t failed yet at Stanley to 
tie a show into knots with his 
comedy juggling, and it’s the same 
story this time. That encore finale, 
when he handles a plate, apple and 
napkin and takes a bite out of the 
apple every time it passes his mouth, 
still makes it tough for Dupont to 
get off. The Hutton gang follows 
with a crack version of ‘Dark Eyes,’ 
which at the end goes off into a 
conga rhythm, with the leader 
pounding the bonga and the stage 
darkening for the boys’ phosphores- 
cent gloves, which spell out Ina Ray 
Hutton. It’s a good novelty and 
very effective. 

comes Mischa 


Next-to-closing ¢ sch 
Auer, His act's strictly from Dixie. 


Del Courtney Orch (12); Buddy 
Clark; Rosillianos (2); Watson Sisters 
(2); ‘Confessions of Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). 





| Del Courtney orchestra is sure of 


| business, based on fine reputation 
gained partially during six-month 
stay at the Continental Room, 
Stevens hotel, and WGN-Mutual 
hook-up. Business excellent at last 
show Friday (13), and so was the 


patrons’ greetings. 


Courtney orchestra belongs on the 
musicbox side of the business. It’s 
small, tinkling and melodic. And 
it can play on any stage. No fan- 
fare, no abundance of production, 
no 32-piece string section. Just 
simple music played with good man- 
ners and solid effectiveness by a 
well-knit group. Thus is the Court- 
ney band something of a novelty— 
and certainly something of a relief 
from the blaring jive outfits. 


Courtney works nicely throughout 











as m.c. Vocals by members of the 
band, with Dick Dildine standing 
out. 


Rosillianos are a dance team that 
has played much in Chicago theatres 
and niteries. But they do less here 
than normally. Work hard to get 
over the Polish theme of their 
dances, but there’s too much strain- 
ing for ballet stuff. 


Solid and standard are the Watson 
Sisters, who registered mightily with 
their comedy crossfire. Hokum at 
all times, but sold with experienced 
ea ea that had this audience 
howling. ith a flag-waver song 
for the windup, this act did every- 
thing but walk off with the seats. 


Buddy Clark remains one of the 
natural pop singers of the day. He 
got over quickly despite a particu- 
larly tough assignment when caught, 
following a mess of male vocalizing 
by the Courtney orchestra. But he 
made the grade without the least 
trouble. Gold, 





many ins and outs. There is some 
| compensation in return to the regular 
39c. any seat, any time, with the 
screen fare also having more for the 
marquee than the usual film entry 
here. 

The 45-minute bill has some better 
moments toward the end when Bunn 
takes off on the pop song vocals and 
the Walkmirs put in their eight min- 
utes of acrobatics. But until then 
it’s all pretty much so-so. The Six 
band opens with a medley of sweet- 
heart tunes in line with the St. Val- 
entine’s Day season. Bunn is then 
on to route the standard acts, call- 
ing first on Cliff Arvin, who takes a 
turn at manipulating marionets in 
okay fashion. 

In the deuce, Beulah Bryant, col- 
ored singer, has a turn at shouting 
‘Old Man Mose,’ ‘Shoe Shine Boy’ 
and ‘A Good Man Is Hard to Find.’ 
Gene Clayton does sleight of hand, 
stock of poorly selected gags, and a 
short semi-acro terp to close. If his 
magic doesn’t offer the customers 
anything he’ll dance for them, but if 


his dancing fails as it does, then 
what? Act of Claude and Andree 


classes strictly as an oddity and is 
played for little else. The nearly 
seven-foot Miss Andree with her me- 
dium-sized male- partner try some 
dance routines for laughs, but it’s 
doubtful humor. 

Bunn baritones for some hearty 
audience reaction as he sings ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Shepherd’s Sere- 
nade.” Closing is the Walkmir bal- 
ancing turn. Balancing by the male 
of two femmes on turning apparatus 
mounted atop a long pole is certain 
for registering thrills. 

Any biz turned in this week will 
be mostly on strength of film, but it 
looks for light going. Quin. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 13. 

Ethel Waters; Duke Ellington Band 
(15), with Ivie Anderson, Herb 
Jeffries, Marie Bryant, Al Guster, 
|Pot, Pan and Skillet: ‘North to the 
| Klondike (U). . 
| — 
| This has been a big band season 
|for the Keith stand, and this week 
|the jive fans get a doubleheader with 
Duke Ellington and Ethel Waters. 

Ellington boys open in a swell 
medley of the lead’s compositions, 
with solo players and the maestro 
highlighted. Very effective production 
and a good start-off for the show. 
Band offers little in the melody line, 
but pumps out plenty of jam-smash 
stuff. Best trick is a specialty featur- 
ing Ivie Anderson, vocaiist, in a 
novel arrangement of ‘Give Me a 
Man Like That,’ in which several 
band members talk back to her lyric. 
Also scores with ‘Rocks in My Bed’ 
and ‘1-A in the Army.’ Landed ex- 
tra bows when caught. Al Guster, a 
slick tapper with a bizarre style, is 
another pip turn, grabbing hefty 
plaudits. 

Pot, Pan and Skillet, featured 
dancers of the unit, come in next-to- 
close for a whammo session of soft- 
shoe eccentric and acro. Their tech- 
nique is screwball and they get real 
results with their horseplay on the 
hoof. Marie Bryant, torso-twister, 
clicks in a solo and later in a duo bit 














with Ray Nance, 


d|up with a novel arrangement. 





trumpeter and 
siake-hips dancer. Herb Jeffries 
sings two numbers with fair results, 
being a better radio than stage per- 
sonality. ; 

Miss Waters enjoyed a nice wel- 
come from the matinee customers 
and scored in four tunes and an en- 
core of ‘Stormy Weather.’ Un- | 
fortunately her manner of selling 
this old standby ruins its melodic 
quality. A femme trio assists the 
star singer neatly in ‘Bread and 
Gravy’ and ‘St. Louis,’ then alone 
they do the honors on a spiritual 
which provides a breether in Miss 
Waters’ repertory. Singer opens 
with ‘Ain’t Gonna Sin’ and follows 
with ‘Frankie and Johnny,’ tricked 


Good trade on second show. Fox. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Bob Chester Orch (14) with Betty 
Bradley & Cy Baker; Mills Bros. (5); 
Al Gordon’s Racketeers; The Col- 
stons (2); ‘No Hands on the Clock’ 
(Par). 








Strand last weekend mixed a 
fairish potion of music, song and 
comedy to please the Brooklyn pa- 
trons of its four-day vaude policy. 
Large house was better than three- 
quarters of capacity when caught 
(last show Friday), with the audi- 
ence considerably more on the a.k. 
nabe side than the crowd brought 
out in Manhattan by such bands as 
the current Bob Chester crew. Show 
was nicely built to limit the band in 
favor of the other acts, which the 
Brooklyn hausfraus and their men 
clearly enjoyed more than the jive. 


That’s not to belittle Chester’s ag- 
gregation. It’s a neat outfit with its 
brand of sweet swing, adorned by the 
pleasant-looking maestro. Among the 
instrumentalists, Cy Baker clicked 
handily with a turn at hitting the 
high ones on his horn. On the vocal 
side, Betty Bradley scored better on 
sight appeal than pipes. She’s sim- 
ilar in some respects of Bonnie 
Baker, wut without the melody in her 
throat. Her ‘Hawaiian War Chant’ 
was best. 


Sock applause-getter of the show 
was Al Gordon’s Racketeers, one of 
those dog acts in which obstinate 
mutts refuse to do anything or re- 
spond in reverse. Gordon milks it 
of plenty of laughs, but would do 
better to break it up more and pre- 
clude monotony by more frequently 
having the pups really do a stunt. 
They get in a few of them, inci- 
dentally, like back somersaults from 
a standing position, that are really 
pips. 

Mills Bros., who differ from the 
days of their earlier popularity and 
greater fame by the addition of a 
guitarist and the substitution of their 
father for one of ihe lads who died, 
ran through repeated encores. They 
haven’t the old socko quality, although 
still plenty listenable. Part of what’s 
missing is strong arrangements com- 
bining straight vocalizing with the 
Mills’ unique ability at instrumental 
imitation. Boys did ‘Basin Street,’ 
‘Lazy River,’ ‘Lucy Brown,’ ‘Million 
Dollar Baby,’ and others. 

Filling in the comedy angle were 
The Colstons, pair of ballroom terp- 
ers. Turn is only mildly funny, be- 
ing too far on the straight slap-her- 


in-the-puss-for-a-laugh variety and 
not satirical enough. Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Landing of the first AEF in Eu- 
rope in World War II tops the new 
bill here as an item of history in 
the making. It is magnificently han- 
died by Paramount, with intimate 
closeups of the doughboys coming off 
the ship, being greeted and then 
marching off to undisclosed barracks. 
Flight of refugees from Malaya 
(Fox), and activity of the American 
fleet in the Pacific (Universal), are 
among the echoes of current news- 
paper headlines. Normandie con- | 
flagration is treated as a matter of | 
how much can be salvaged and how | 
soon it can be refloated. 

Fox Movietone mentions the 
‘scorched-earth’ plan of the British 





in its retreat before the Japs in 
Malaya, but camera shots fail to bear 
this out. The battle in Libya, caught 
also by Fox, shows many destroyed 


Nazi planes, tanks and trucks, but 
this is a bit dated in view of the 


Nazi counter-offensive. 

Remainder of bill, with the usual 
clips about defense, bathing beauties, 
prize fights, ete., seems dull by com- 
parison. Universal has some neat 
photography of a Buffalo-Pittsburgh 
train wreck, with rescuers working 
in a blinding snowstorm. Same reel 
plugs St. Valentine’s fashions at the 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 

Embassy also has H. V. Kalten- 
born and Tex McCrary again, former 
doing the best job of commentary. 
Added short this week is ‘Defense of 
Moscow, an exciting pictorial closeup 
that’s badly edited, poorly back- 
grounded with music and badly nar- 
rated. Numerous excellent battlefront 
shots are marred by inane verbiage. 
Instead of a straight-forward recital, 
which would have been doubly effec- 
tive because of current interest in the 
sturdy Russian fights, sugary and 
blunt propaganda is employed. 








APOLLO, N. Y. 
Ella Fitzgerald Orch (15) with 
Ernie Barefield; Johnny Mack; 3 


Riffs; Faludys (6); Moore & Byrd: 
Vivian Harris; 2 Zephyrs; Bobby 
Evans; ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). 





Ella Fitzgerald’s band and a suc. 
cession of intermittently good and 
mediocre vaude acts make _ this 
week’s stage work here an in and out 
affair. But on the whole it’s an on. 
tertaining 80 minutes. Miss Fitz- 
gerald’s poorly baianced outfit, four 
trumpets, three trombones, four 
saxes and four rhythm, works on- 
stage, coming up front between acts 
for various instrumentals under 
direction of sub-leader Eddie Bare- 
field, clarinetist-arranger. 


It’s probable that the combination 
makes a clean hit on vune-nighters 
with its overloaded brass section and 
jive arrangemenis, but its work here 
is not entirely satisfactory and 
evoked no particularly favorable re- 
action. Only one or two of its ar- 
rangements, led by Barefield’s able 
clarineting, make an impression: best 
is ‘Broomstreet,’ an interesting work 
in good tempo. 
Miss Fitzgerald herself, however, 
is solid with vocals. Surprisingly 
slim since last caught, and costumed 
with good taste, she clicked easily 
with ‘Hey Now,’ ‘I Got It Bad,’ 
‘Atisket,’ ‘Blues in Night’ and ‘Big 
Fat Mama,’ last two being encores. 
She works in closing spot and doesn’t 
appear until then. 
Johnny Mack (New Acts), excep- 
tionally fine tapster, leads off and is 
followed by the Riffs, vocal-dance 
trio whose work is just fair. At 
this showing they won a hand that 
brought ai encore, but the latter 
was inspired more by their finishing 
footwork in true Harlem style than 
by the vocalling. One arrangement 
of ‘Poor Butterfly’ is good, however. 

Six Faludys, tumbling act, are 
third though essentially an opening 
act. They confine themselves to 
somersaulting off a springboard to 
two, three, then fourhigh as finale, 
It gets monotonous, but is well done. 
Perhaps the limited space, with a 
band also onstage, holds them to the 
one-trick groove; after all, a sax 
player could hardly do his best with 
an acrobat in his horn, and vice 
versa. Moore and Byrd, straighted 
by Vivian Harris, work in a lone 
comedy sequence thereafter. It’s 
okay. 

Two Zephyrs haven’t changed their 


pantomime dice game turn much, 
and jt’s still a solid sock. If any- 
thing, they get better. Duo and 


solo dancing is used fore and aft of 
the slow-motion dice ‘argument’ that 
winds up in a ‘slashing.’ Bobby 
Evans, billed as fresh from Marlene 
Dietrich’s ‘Flame of New Orleans,’ 
hasn’t much to talk about beyond 
that. He imitates Cab Callc.ay, 
Rochester, Bill Robinson (with taps), 
then contributes a fair medley of 
past Harlem dance faves. 
Biz fair opening night (Friday). 
Wood. 





FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


(‘CONTINENTAL REVUE’) 





Rosita Royce, Bob White, Jack 
Mossman, Sparky Kaye, Norma Jean 
Beck, John Leonard, Florence Hin 
Low, Leon Miller, Latasha and 
Laurence, Juchiteco .Trio, Ed Mc- 
Curdy, Harold Boyd and His Jig- 
saws, chorus Albert E. Coleman 
directing orch; shorts and newsreels. 





Current stageshow is an A. B. 
Marcus unit tagged ‘Continental 
Revue.” Show runs about 75 min- 


utes, somewhat longer than usual for 
the house, and although lacking box- 
office names, is better entertainment 
than normal. There’s not much at- 
tempt at pacing. 

Acts run on and off without intro- 
duction or buildup. But there’s am- 
ple talent and, although some of the 
material is stereotyped, it all adds 
up to a good show. Albert E. Cole- 
man, who travels with the unit, com- 
posed the score, which is effective 
but lacks catchy tunes. He conduicts 
the house orchestra. 

Opening with a fairly elaborate 
product;9n number, the bill first 
comes to life with a comedy act by 
Jack Mossman, a fast-talking straight 
somewhat in the Bud Abbott man- 


ner, and Sparky Kaye, short, bewil- 
dered low comic not dissimilar in 
style to Lou Costello. Owen Lau- 
rence follows with a skilled soft- 
shoe and acrobatic routine, after 


which Norma Jean Beck vocals for 
another production number. Like 
the others, it is marked by rather 
ambitious staging and costumes. 
John Leonard, a huge tub of & 
man, is on next with a steady drum- 
fire of comic gab, much of it funny. 
Then the Juchiteco Trio, two men 
and a woman, do a Mexican dance 
which the men clash long knives an 
send off sprays of sparks. An ordi- 
nary comedy sketch about marital 
triangles follows, and then four 0 
the comics do a card-game_ sketch 
familiar in burlesque. Ed McCurdy 
sings ‘Chloe’ rousingly and gets an 
encore, followed by another Miss 
Beck vocal introducing an Oriental 
production number featuring an acro- 
batic routine by Florence Hin Low. 
Leon Miller got a nice response 


with an album of dances from an 





Wear. 





(Continued on page 44) 
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Night Club Reviews 





CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


(HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA) 

immy Dorsey Orch (18) with 
wsien O'Connell, Bob Eberly, Phil 
Washburn; cover 75c. weekdays, 
$1.50 Saturdays, no minimum. 





This is Jimmy Dorsey’s fourth 
straight booking in as many years at 
the Pennsylvania’s Cafe Rouge, and 
it figures to be his best from several 
points of view. Firstly, because this 
is his first stand here since his 
heavy-grossing recordings of the last 
half of 1941, which made him the 
top man among record-selling bands 
of last year; secondly, the usual 
musical excellence of tne combo has 
been improved still further; thirdly, 
business in New York hotels has 
been great during the last couple of 
months and appears likely to con- 
tinue. ; ; 

Since leaving New York’s Strand 
theatre a few weeks ago Dorsey has 
added a fourth trumpet, fourth 
trombone and a sixth sax. Though 
they skyrocket the payroll, they add 
a fullness to its sharply clean play- 
ing that’s bound to have a happy 
effect on the fans. Too, the group’s 
tempoes are better, more rounded 
and flowing than they ever have 
been, and the impact they make was 
very noticeable when caught. Dance 
floor was laden every number. 

Of course, jumping instrumenta- 
tion to 18 pieces poses a problem in 
a room such as this, where check- 
grabbers aren’t likely to react favor- 
ably to having their ears blown off, 
but Dorsey carefully avoids making 
things uncomfortable via intelligent 
arranging for brass. During dinner 
hours matters are kept under wraps, 
as expected, Arrangements are tasty, 
beautifully written and = always 
interesting, ballad or jump. 

Bob éeberly and Helen O’Connell, 
perhaps the outstanding vocalists in 
the band business, are major cogs in 
the Dorsey combo. Miss O’Connell’s 
constantly improving voice, com- 
bined with traffic-jamming looks, 
easily accord her the No. 1 position. 
Eberly’s strong baritone and deft 
shading, also backed by physical 
appeal, has been outstanding for 
some time. And there is no letup 
here. Phil Washburn, new trom- 
bonist, handles novelties, heretofore 
lacking. 

Dorsey’s is a polished, rounded or- 
ganization that should remain among 
the top few for a long time. Wood. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Jan Savitt Orch (16) with Ruth 
Robin, Bon-Bon, Jeanne Blanche, 
Miami Models (9); $1.25-$2.50 mini- 
mum, 


Jan Savitt remains distinctive for 
modern tempoes based on 
musical ability. He’s_ thoroughly 
established with the modern rhythm 
addicts, for they appreciate his fine 
musical flair. For that reason he re- 
mains one of the best bets for the 
Hotel Sherman’s Panther 
which has become synonymous with 
the best in swing. 

This makes it 
about two years for the Savitt 
orchestra in this room, and the cur- 
rent band is the best that Savitt has 
yet presented in Chicago. He is do- 
ing a fine job currently and should 
leave the spot with an even larger 
Chicago following than ever. 
_Savitt’s orchestra is fine for the 
jive stuff; yet, it can switch easily to 
the softer rhythms when the occasion 
demands, particularly for the dinner 
session, when it gives out with a 
really sweet stanza of melody. 

Vocalists with the orchestra are 


Ruth Robin, a rather straight singer | 


of pop tunes, and Bon-Bon, colored 
Singer, who has over-developed his 
emotionless style to a point of cold- 
ness, 

Floor show is small currently. 
Jeanne Blanche holds over with her 
fine tap work. Miami Models are 
Manikins with not much to offer as 
entertainment, with even the femmes 
in the audience choosing their soup 
instead of ogling the fashion parade. 

Gold. 


CLUB LIDO, FRISCO 





ea San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

Circus Follies’ with Capt. Spiller’s 
eals (2); Smiley the Clown (2); 
Bud Hughes & Pals; Tiny Dollita; Lou 
Ashe; Panther Girls (12): Roland 
Drayer’s Orch (6); $2 minimum. 





Animals in a nitery are a bit 
different for Frisco but latest Music 
Orp. of America concoction by 
Herman Stein has okay possibilities. 
A very good first-show mob dis- 
layed surprising enthusiasm for the 
Casts despite raggedness of the 
Opener and fact that nitery is so 
Constructed that nearly all save 
Tingsiders have to stand to see what 
S going on down on the floor. 

t Spot has been decked out in big- 
°p motif and the ‘Circus Follies’ 


genuine | 


Room, | 


the third time in | 


well ballied. Show kicks off with 
band parading between _ tables, 
drum-majered by Lou Ashe and 
Midget Tiny Dollita. Musicos are in 
red circus coats and mount stand to 
tootle entrance music for the line, 
stepping as drurn majorettes, Rou- 
tines are by Ernie Raeburn. 


As gals break, Bud Hughes comes 
on with a dog single, working two 
pooches in succession. Hand-to-paw 
acro stuff is plenty neat and landed 
big. Smiley, clown, pantos next, 
using femme stooge who poses as a 
limp dummy. Act may be okay but 
is lost to all save ringsiders who can 
see what happens at fioor-level. 


Ashe himself then takes over. 
Initiai vocal selection, ‘White Cliffs,’ 
is an abrupt change of pace and an 
odd contrast to his ringmaster getup, 
but guy has plenty of personality 
and selis. Encores with a medley in- 
cluding ‘Top Hat,’ ‘Blue Skies,’ etc. 
Duets with Dollita at end. 


Eight gals follow in panther 
briefies, going through a feline rou- 
tine on and off stools, with Ashe 
cracking the whip. Novelty is okay. 
Two other gals frisk about in 
monkey suits and another in black 
does a jungle specialty. 

Awkward stage wait while Spill- 
er’s seals set up, but act is worth 
waiting for and easily collects top 
honors. Spiller and spouse work 
three fish-eaters which are excel- 
lently trained for both comedy and 
trick stuff. It’s their first date since 
being bombed out of Scofield Bar- 
racks, Honolulu, and apparently the 
experience hasn’t hurt anything. 


Line’s next turn is a_ prancing 
horse routine, with gals in two 
teams, okay, followed by Lady 
Godiva on a stuffed steed for a 
climax. Latter gal showed nothing 
at early show. 

Biz good. Wern. 


MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 





Romo Vincent, Rosita Rios, Mata & 
Hari, Line (Adele Jergens, Audrey 


minimum, $2.50 weekdays; 


Saturdays. 





Romo Vincent for laughs and 
line of eight beauts who equal any- 
thing in town as eye-fillers top 


very pleasant revue at the Mar- 
tinique currently. Nat Karsor who 





ithing he has taken off his drawing 
|board for the giant 
| operation. 


plenty corny in spots, but 
funny, too, so there can be little ob- 
jection. He doesn’t m.c., merely fill- 


pieasant voice, with which he runs 
off some standard but mostly special 
tunes, sell him neatly. Gagging and 
vocal stint won him 
cores. 
Karson has 
gals in some _ beauteous 
Couple of the femmes do 
| specialties in the opener, which is on 
ja circus theme. 


bedecked his line of 


Westphal, Jerry Lowe, Iris Marshall, | 
Norma Richter, Charlotte Lorraine, | 
Vera Devine and Betty Apple), Val| 
Olman and Herbert Curbelo Orch; | 
$3.50 | 


a | Mort 


| 


| 


ing a spot and handling the finale.|clubs and_ will 
|His mugging, educated stomach and/} leagues in short order. 


plenty of en-| 





New Acts 








ROGER STEARNS 
Pianist 
1-2-3 Club, New York 


Roger Stearns is a socialite pianist 
who long presided over the Bar- 
berry Room and is now at the helm 
of the new 1-2-3 Club, an East 54th 
street boite which borrows its bill- 
ing from the No. 123 street address. 
Patterned along the Barberry lines, 
it’s an intimate, tastefully decorated 
room with accent on food, pianologs 
—and gin-rummy. Such is the evo- 
lution of ‘smart’ N. Y. cafes—drink- 
ing and playing gin-rummy. One 
can remember ’way back when just 
drinking gin—period!—was the main 
objective of a saloon. Oh well, 
tempus fugit. 


Stearns’ pianology is expert, re- 
fined, but professional. Socialite pal 
of Dwight Deere Wiman, Cole 
Porter, J. J. Hill II, Mrs. Paul Mellen 
and Leonard Hanna, all took one of 
those South Seas cruises a couple 
of years ago, just before Porter 
came up with ‘Panama Hattie.’ And 
now that a zombie is the sole civil- 
ized heritage of anything South Seas, 
their friendship resulted in the 1-2-3 
Club, where Stearns is prime host, 
aided by Paul, former maitre at the 
Cafe Pierre; chef Fred Mahlke, late 
of the Rainbow Room, and a staff 
that knows the Stork-Morocco- 
Monte Carlo customers, and is thus 
getting them into this spot. The 
room itself has had bad experience 
when it was the Club Cuba, the 
9 o’Cloc'. Club (which even Sher- 
man Billingsley couldn't put over), 
Le Mirage, etc. But who knows 
what miracles will be wrought by 
courtesy of the U. S. Playing Card 
Corp. and gin-rummy? Right now, 
as a ‘new’ spot, it’s getting the ever 
curious niterounders. Abel. 


RUTH CLAYTON 
Soprano 
5 o’Clock Club, Miami Beach 


Possessed of a well-trained voice, 
the personable Ruth Clayton has 
been pleasing ’em at the 5 o’Clock 
Club. Despite its billing, it’s a 
nitery, although the tag was born 
of the idea that if you get there by 
5 p.m. the first drink is free and on 
the house. For the management, it’s 
a good trailer to get ’em in early, 
so that many linger into the dinner 
| hour, ete. © 
| Amidst a floor show that embraces 

Dennis’ band, the Albins, 
|dancers; Joey Rardin, m.c.-mimic, 





4 land the DeCastro Dancers (6), Miss 


| Clayton gives substance to the show. 
|Rerinding of Loretta Young in 
|}'ooks, she could eschew the mike, 


designs the productions for Radio| haying enough range and power as 
City Music Hall, N. Y., has both de-| evidenced when she does ‘Remember 
signed and produced the show, mak-| vienna,’ ‘Everything I Love,’ and the 
ing it equal in its own way to any-|jike. Her pe 


penchant for Viennese 


| airs, capably backed by Mort Dennis’ 
Rockefeller | crew, is commercial, especially the 
| way she does it, even 
The avoirdupois-ridden Vincent is| automatic association of present-day 
plenty| Austria is not 


though the 


the most palatable 
thought in a cafe. Miss Clayton is 


a nifty entry for the better-grade 
make the major 
Abel. 


JOHNNY MACK 
Dancing 


| 5 Mins. 


costumes. | 
minor | 


| lence of his tap routines. 
Choreography is! 


|very simple and mild, but few cus-| 


tomers expect the lookers to be able 
ito dance, too. 

Carrying out the circus theme is| 
' 


| satire on high-wire and acro per- 
|formers. Clad in tights, the couple 
luses an imaginary tightrope on the 
| floor, doing all the usual stunts gen- 
erally performed high up in the big 
top. It’s a good giggle-getter. 
Filling out the vocal side of the 
show is Rosita Rios, Spanish warbler. | 
She does ‘Begin the Beguine’ and a 
{number of other tunes in Spanish, 
but seems unable to hit a stride 
wavered badly | 


Audience attention 
when caught. 

Show is closed unusually for a 
nitery with ‘Star Spangled Banner.’ 
It’s followed by Vincent doing ‘Any 
{Bonds Today’ and the line gals cir- 


culating through the audience selling 
|Defense Stamps and Bonds. It’s a 
good stunt, especially as the femmes 
| use no high pressure salesmanship or | 
embarrassing tactics on those who| 
don’t care to buy or those having | 
acquired their bonds and stamps | 
' through other channels. 


Music for the revue is contributed | 


iby Melvin F. Pahl and lyrics by 
|Leonard Gershe. Tunes are rather | 
mild and the lyrics frequently defi- 
nitely n.s.h. Val Olman’s crew does 
'a nice job of playing the show and 
|Herbert Curbelo’s rhumba thumpers | 
| fill the lulls. Herb. 

| 








TED LEWIS’ FRISCO RETURN 

San Francisco, Feb. 17. 

Ted Lewis opens a return date at) 
the Bal Tabarin March 5. 





| outfited in 


the turn of Mata and Hari with its | 


|in a big way. 


Apollo theatre, New York 

Johnny Mack seems to have been 
around, one gathers from the excel- 
Not listed 
in the ‘Variety’ files, he’s thus duly 
recorded. Good looking and trimly 
tails, the nimble-footed 
dancer runs through a variety of 
cleverly dene patterns, frequently 
evoking spontaneous applause at this 
reviewing. 

His is a rapid-fire, close-to-the- 
floor heel and toe style of dancing, 
all very neatly worked out. There’s 
no accompanying chater, but none is 
needed. His feet do their own talk- 
ing. 
He 


ana 


theatres 


can do well in both 
ter] Wood. 


niveries, 


THREE MARTELS AND MIGNON 
Adagio Dancing 


7 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 

Although this flashy adagio turn 
isn’t fresh from the workshop, it isn’t 
in the ‘Variety’ New Act files, conse- 
quently it’s included here for the 
record. 


Three Martels and Mignon (three 
men and a woman) do very fast, 
cleverly conceived adagio routines, 
vith the running time only seven 


|minutes. But it’s a big seven min- 
jutes of 


entertainment, colorfully 


| performed. 


When caught here they went over 
Char. 





Shirley Deane Act 


Shirley Deane, under contract to 
20th-Fox for past few years, is be- 
ing primed by the William Morris 
agency for a vaude unit including 
several other Hollywood starlets. 

Act may first go on a p.a. tour and 


Previous commitment will mean | thence into niteries. Meantime she 
terminating the current clicko run Of} opens tonight (Wed.) at the Hurri- | ing. 
‘Grandfather’s Follies’ at that time.} cane, Broadway nitery. 


Old-Time Vaude with A.K. Names 
Clicks on Start of N.Y. Bookings 





‘Keith’s Union Square Old-Time 
Variety Show’ with Lee Barth, Frank 
‘Reckless’ Lynch, Dora Pelletier, Tom 
Barrat, Anna Kent, Harold Kennex», 
Emma Francis, Harry Klein, E.!! 
Brownii.¢ & Al Bracken, Jeanette 
Dupre, Prof. Bruce Healy & Brass 
Band (6); ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th); at RKO 
86th St. theatre, N. Y. 





Shaping up as a first-rate novelty, 
this lineup of a.k. vaude faves of a 
bygone era packs a tremendous wal- 
lop. On the whole these performers, 
some of them, like Tom Barrat, play- 
ing in vaudeville as far back as the 
80s, display a sense of timing, grace, 
stage presence and generally excei- 
lent delivery which many moderns 
could well emulate. Their material 
is, and must necessarily be, passe, 
some of it dating so far back that it 
possibly stirs only the memories of a 
few graybeards. But there’s a sen- 
timental appeal which more than 
compensates for lack of new material. 

As a surefire audience winner it 
would be difficult to top white- 
haired Emma Francis, who, after 52 
years on the stage, tied up the show 
(11) in less than three minutes with 
an energetic terp routine which 
wound up with five (count ’em) cart- 
wheels clear across the stage. Miss 
Francis, exact age not revealed but 
reputedly between 68 and 75 years 
old, after her solo bit returned a few 
minutes later with Harold Kennedy 
to panic the house again with more 
cartwheels and a nifty cakewalk. 
She could be used tc advantage as a 
novelty attraction om any stage. 
From accounts, Miss Francis, in con- 
sideration of her age, was told in 
advance not to do too much, but ap- 
parently the thunderous applause 
was too much for her. This was true 
of others also. 

Unit holds an unusual number of 
hoofing turns, considering that the 
average age of the guys and gals is 
over €5. Barrat, of course, is ter- 
rific. He’s been in vaudeville for 
some 62 years. Attired in a neat blue 
suit, he opens with a song he did 
over 40 years ago, ‘Obedeliah’ (‘I’d 
like to Steal Ya’), and then goes into 
buck and wing and tap terping which 
is surprisingly fast and good. 

Firs. of the hoofers on the bill is 
Harry Klein, 76-year-old Texan, 
whose slightly moth-eaten tux failed 
to handicap his speed. ile cleaned 
up with an Irish jig and some fancy 
taps. Kennedy, alternately solo and 
with Miss Francis, flashed a nifty 
soft-shoe routine following a drunk 
| bit. 
| Vocal department held Dora Pel- 
} 





letier, Anna Fent and Jeanette 
|Dupre. Miss Pelletier, a buxom 
dame with golden curls, attired in 
feathered hat and gold-colored town, 
does imitations of old-time minstrel 
singers. Anna Kent, one of the 
youngsters (reputedly only 63), in 
the red-hot-mama style sang some 
of her own songs to big returns. She 
cashed in on such tunes as ‘I’m Still 
Lookin’ Around,’ ‘Why Is It’ and ‘I 
| Oughta Know by Now.’ 

Miss Dupre, billed as former star 
|of Billy Watson burlesque shows, also 
registered with comedy numbers 
such as ‘I Miss My Husband,’ ‘Sum- 
mer Time,’ ‘Yip-I-Addy’ and a com- 
paratively new song (for her), ‘East 
Side, West Side.’ Frank Lynch, jug- 
gler, still agile and effective, scored 
with the wine-glass and lighted- 
cigaret tricks while balancing him- 
self on a board placed across a cylin- 
der. 

Browning and Bracken, in black- 
face, with one of the ‘boys’ dressed 
as a femme, did well in the comedy 
division. They handled tepid ma- 
terial with skill and what they could 
do given adequate dialog is obvious. 
Lee Barth, functioning as emcee, also 
scores in hext-to-shut with a comedy 
turn. He climaxes with a parody on 
Irish, Bronx and Italian gals singing 





‘Ma, He’s Makin’ Eyes at Me.’ Bruce 
Healy’s band, some of whose mem- 
| bers are in red-striped blazers, is in 
| the pit 

| Unit impresses chiefly as a novelty 
| booking, for one or possibly NO 
shows a day. Age of performe 

precludes three or four-a-day. Fol- 
lowing one-day stay here (11), show 


goes on other metropolitan bookings: 
Coliseum (13), Fordham (19), Alden 
| (Jamaica) (20-21-22-23), 58th St. (27- 
28), Hamilton (March 2), and Rich- 
mond Hill (6). 
Billy Jackson is the producer. 
Mori. 


PLATINUM BLONDES 


| (PARAMOUNT, ANDERSON, IND.) 





Edith Rogers Dahl; Ginyer Man- 
|}ners; 3 Glamorettes; Winnie May; 
Ruby Ring; Marge Neal; Cora Lee & 
| Kay; Blonde Belles of Rhythm (14); 
| ‘Freckles Comes Home’ (Rep). 

This all-girl unit, booked by Jack 
| Fine out of Chicago, broke in here 


| 
| Anderson, Ind., Feb. 12. 





here is of a good unit, despite several 
glaring weak spots which will doubt- 
lessly be sluffed off in time. 

Toplined and emceeing is Edith 
| Rogers Dahl, gal whose letter to Gen, 
Franco saved her ex-husband from @ 
Spanish firing squad. Mrs. Dahl at- 
|tempts a violin medley, n.s.g. and 
| vOcalizes a swing version of ‘Ciri 
Biri Bin.’ Hardly terrific. Chatter 
about Whitey Dahl could well be 
snipped, but her clowning and cos- 
tume changes are okay. 

Three Glamorettes, tapsters, lead 
off solidly, followed by Winnie May, 
ju%tgler, who lands with both feet. 

A comic slapabout duo. Cc:a Lee 
and ay, are next with a rapid pan- 
tomime act which harks back. to the 
best in heyday vaude. Had them 
well in hand and panicked a cold 
house. The fact that one is a pert 
looker enhances the turn’s value. 

Orchestra takes over for a medley, 
scoring with effective lighting which 
spots each section of the band in 
turn. Next is contortionist Ruby 
Ring, whose handstands and platform 
stuff is right down the middle. Could 
stay longer in view of the length of 
some of the other acts. Earns a fine 
response. 

By way of change of pace, a harp 
selection is dished up by Margaret 
Neal, who also doubles as band 
leader when Mrs. Dahl is off. 

In the top slot and earning it every 
step of the way is Ginger Manners, 
billed as ‘America’s Screwball No. 1, 
Not much of an overstatement, at 
that. It’s a wild, ad lib clambake 
that begins where Martha Raye and 
Cass Daley leave off. Sure to please 
everywhere, although slightly blue in 
spots. Does a Lionel Barrymcre im- 
personation that ranks with the best 
and engages in a novel panto treat- 
ment of an Andrews Sisters recording. 
Apparently anything can happen in 
this act; girls in the band were rolli« 
ing in the aisles along with the cus- 
tomers when caught. Werk. 


CHUCKLES OF 1942 


(BROADWAY CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 








Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 13. 
June Carr & Ruihn Ormond, Joe 
May & Carol Wiiitney; Carlyle ¢ 
Mamba; Johnny Dove; Barrie 
Brenda; Charles & Vera Raymond; 
Evelyn Cedur; Chuckles Girls (7); 
Chuckles Band (5); ‘Right to the 
Heart’ (20th). 





A little more show than this terri- 
tory is accustomed to, ‘Chuckles’ 
|packs an hour and 10 minutes of 
| comedy, dancing, acrobatics, novel- 

ties and one of the best-trained line 
jof ponies caught here this season. 
| Show, if anything, is too long, and 
could be trimmed to advantage for 
|showing on this circuit, which i 
j}used to 55-minutes. June Carr ee 
| Rahn Ormand, owners and producers 
of show, are on twice in knockabout 
comedy turns. First appearance is a 
kit built around a super transformer 
which doctor, played by Miss Carr, 
uses to transfer ails of patients to 
| stooge, played by Ormand. Act ends 
iin a blue blackout for plenty of 
|laughs. They return later in a 
| hodge-podge comic turn which in- 
cludes a few gags, songs, a bullfight, 
| knockabout comedy and a _ burlesk 
fan dance by Miss Carr. Although 

|material is good for laffs and Miss 
|Carr and Ormand are good showmen, 
; turn could be trimmed to advantage, 
| A quiz skit, conducted by Ormand, 
also could be dropped. 

Carlyle, assisted by Mamba, from 
| the line, is vital and impressive in his 
| dance, ‘Satan and the Virgin.’ This 
jis set up by an elaborate parade 
number by line and is deftly and 
sensitively executed by the nimble 
Carlyle and his partner. 





Joe May and Carol Whitney score 
pleasingly in another comedy turn. 
May, a vet showman, handles the 
gags for plenty of laffs, while Miss 
Whitney, who is a _ plenty good 
looker tooges and does some sock 
inging of “‘There’ll Be Some Changes 
Made.’ Although material is good, 
act is a little long for this circuit 

Barrie and Brenda are pleasing in 


a standard balancing act, stressing 
grace and smoothness in some dif- 
|ficult turns and lifts. Charles and 
Vera Raymond turn in some nifty 
| hoofing in a tap appearance, clicking 
|up and down stair props and con- 
| tributing some neat precision terping 
in a showy number. Johnny Dove 
whizzes over the stage in a skate 
single backed up by line. Good for 
| plaudits. 
One of most entertaining bits is a 
| snappy production number featuring 
| girls from line. Opens with Ormand 
| bringing on Evelyn Cedar, featured 
| in the billing as ‘the strip that didn’t 
|}come off,’ for latfs and followed in 
quickly by girls frcm line in quick- 
| change parade numbers, winding up 
| with patriotic military tap. During 
| presentation, Peter Howard bari- 


with a two-day stand Wednesday and | tones ‘It Takes Beautiful Clothes to 


|Thursday (11-12) preparatory to tour- | Make a Lady.’ 
|later to 


Twenty-five femmes are in- 
}cluded. Over-all impression gleaned 


He also comes back 
sing ‘This Love of Mine.’ 
Nice voice, Just. 
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Golden, 23-Yr. Holdout From Mars’ 
Assns., Joms League With Reasons 





After thinking it over for quite a 
while, 23 years to be exact, John 
Golden will join with fellow man- 
agers in the League of New York 
Theatres. in a letter to Marcus 
Heiman, president of the managers 
association, Golden explains why he 
was something of a lone wolf so long 
and why he has changed his mind. 

Stating that he organized the 
original Producing Managers Assn., 
which was ‘blown apart’ by the ac- 
tors strike (1919), he found it made 
more enemies than friends: 

‘Because a few producers broke 
their promises on important issues. .. 
without some punitive authority no 
managers’ group could have real 
power, force or influence, as have 
the actors and dramatists. I felt it 
would smell no sweeter under what- 
ever name it be organized, so I de- 
termined, vowed and resolved never 
again to be a member of a managers’ 
league, association, society, federa- 


tion, chamber, group, guild, clan, 
gang or tong. 
‘But times have changed and 


prought a necessity for a concentra- 
tion of forces unexpected and strange 
groupings. Today we find ourselves 
happily going into huddles and join- 
ing hands with Dutchmen, Russians 
and Chinamen—and if these can 
work harmoniously for their com- 
mon benefit, why, one may argue, 
can’t the managers. These gentle- 
men whose business sense and ethics 
affect the very foundations of the 
theatre have for years been the sub- 
ject of serious criticism from groups, 
not only from outside but inside the 
theatre as well. 

‘No one knows better than I that 
aside from the very few, the great 
majority are outstanding, depend- 
able, patriotic men, who, when call 
came, have always stood by and done 
their share. After all it must be a 
fairly good group of men since they, 
with the motion picture theatre 
owners and other entertainment pro- 
ducers around New York have al- 
ready given admissions (free) to 
over 600,000 soldiers and_ sailors. 
These have not been benefits...but 
have been made available through 
the generosity of the managers—and 
no one else.’ 

Golden is co-chairman of the 
mayor’s committee on entertainment 
of men in the services who are quar- 
tered near N. Y. and here on fur- 
lough. The tickets are distributed 
through the United Service Organi- 
zation. He also organized the service 
for commissioned officers to pur- 
chase theatre tickets at half the box- 
office price and a number of front 
locations, even for the leading suc- 
cesses, are to be had for all perform- 
ances. 


Golden publicly thanked the man- | 


agers for their cooperation in a paid 
page ad which appeared in ‘Variety's’ 
recent 36th anniversary issue. 


H’wood Playhouse Sold to 


Grauman Group for 1056 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Hollywood Playhouse, legit theatre 
On Vine street, goes into new Own- 
ership May 1 through a_ $105,000 
deal between the Guarantee Liqui- 
dating Corp. and a syndicate consist- 
ing of Sid Grauman, C. E. Tober- 


man, Matt Allen, Lloyd Bacon and 
Joshua Marks. Deal calls for an | 
advance payment of $15,000 and | 


monthly payments of $1,200, half of 
Which apply to the principal. 
berman and Allen were long identi- 
fied with El Capitan, entire staff go- 
ing to new spot. 

Policy of the new outfit calls for 
Straight legit following the fashion 
of El Capitan, once the outstanding 
legit theatre of Hollywood, but re- 
cently taken over by Paramount as 
a first run film house. There is talk 
of changing the Playhouse name to 
E! Capitan. Grauman, in addition to 
his position in an advisory capacity, 
™ay produce shows of his own. 





‘Ladies’ at $2 
San Francisco, Feb. 17. 

A $2.20 top has been set for the 
World preem of ‘Good Night Ladies’ 
walch kicks off March 2 at the Cur- 
an, 

Presented by Howard Lange and 
1 Rosen, piece is by Cyrus Woods 


and stars Buddy Ebsen and Skeets 
Gallagher. 
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U. of N.C. Show Will 
Play N.C. Army Camp 


Fort Bragg, N. C., Feb. 17. 


‘Bagdad Daddy, University of 
North Carolina Sound and Fury 
Club’s most ambitious production 
with 200 players, will be presented 
at Fort Bragg, March 1. Producer 
is George Grotz, 3rd, Elmhurst, N. 
Y., with sets designed by Harry 
Held, New York. Bob Richards, 
Chapel Hill, directs. 

Musical is one of few local talent 
shows okayed for army booking. 


$9 HOLIDAY NITE 
TAP TAPS ‘SONS’ 


Though it went to a new high at 
the Winter Garden, N. Y., last week, 
attendance at ‘Sons o’ Fun,” Broad- 
way’s front-running show, was ma- 
terially affected at at least one per- 
formance for the first time since the 
revue opened. The drop came 
Thursday (12) night, with plenty of 
empties on the lower floor. Reason 
is ascribed to the Shuberts’ insist- 
ance on raising the top to $5.50. 

Regular top is $4.40 except Satur- 
day evenings, when it is $5.50. That 
price also applied on the eve of 
Lincoln’s birthday (11). That the 
higher scale was made for a holiday 
night, when business invariably is 
off, was regarded as an error in 
judgment in ticket circles. Takings 
on the holiday night were less than 
tallied usually at the regular prices, 
but with the trio of five-fiftyers last 
week and an extra matinee, the 
claimed gross on the week was 
$44,000. 

Olsen and Johnson, who are in on 
the show, express willingness to lay 
odds that ‘Sons’ plays through the 
year and longer. 


Last-Minute Effort 
To Stop Referendum 
On Anti-Ism Law Fails 


A last minute attempt to prevent 
the anti-ism amendment to Equity’s 
constitution going to the membership 
was made at the council meeting last 

















To- 


| week. Those in that body who are 
|opposed presented letters from a 
number of members requesting that 
itheir signatures be stricken off the 
petition requesting the referendum. 
|} Although others present were in 
sympathy with the sudden move, it 
failed to get across. 

Petition had 104 qualified signa- 
|tories. Had the number of names 
attached to the letters been removed, 
there would have remained less than 
the required 100 signers. After con- 
siderable discussion, however, the 
proposal to recognize the letters was 
voted down. Argued that the 30-day 
time limit had expired and the signa- 
tures stand as verified. 

Referendum ballots are due to go 





| 
| 


into the mail today (18), deadline 
for returns being March 20, one week 
n advance of the next quarterly 
meeting (27) Committee on elec- 


l tions suggested that the new idea of 
| > ome 





| around 30 years 


| fied 
candidates | 


!nominating 50‘ more 

ithan posts to be filled be again fol- | 
llowed. Plan was used. for the first | 
| time last year and will apply at the 


next annual meeting. 


BRITISH GOV’T PROBES 





London, Jan. 17. 

Ministry of Supply is investigating 
latest West End theatre repairs. 

Repairs allowed to theatres 
damaged by air raids must not ex- 
ceed $400 without special permit 
from the MOS, but 
certain managements have been 
getting away with expenditures far in 
excess of that amount by builders 


‘alterations and renovations.’ 
Houses in question include Palace, 





Square theatre, $16,000. 


‘EXCESSIVE’ REPAIRS, 





it’s understood | 


j 
} 
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| 


| wood some weeks ago by Frank Mc- 


Brown to Gauge Play 
On Soldiers’ Reactions 


Rowland Brown, screen scripter, is 
readying ‘Johnny 2x4,’ his first 
Broadway legit production, and will 
Save on out-of-town break-in by in- 
vitation audiences to servicemen 
only in N. ¥. 

He regards them as an excellent 
general cross-section and will utilize 
their reactions as a barometer. 


Chump to Champ’ 
Tells Bway Saga 
Of Traube’s Click 


How a Broadway success can 
change the status of a young show- 
man over night is proven by the 
click of ‘Angel Street’ at the Golden, 
N.Y., where it is presented by 
Shepherd Traube. They didn’t pay 
much attention to him before that 
here or on the Coast, in fact, he was 
kicked around out there. Soon after 
‘Angel’ scored he was greeted with: 
‘Hiya, Shep,’ by the same class of 
people that had formerly passed 
him up. 

Reported that Traube is rather in 
demand in Hollywood now, but be- 
fore being tied up he aims to clear 
up the play’s picture status. It is 
already in film form, made in Eng- 
land under the original title of ‘Gas- 
light,’ Columbia having the piciure 
in tins. ‘Angel Street” cannot be 
used on that picture and a deal pends 
whereby Traube and associates may 
buy the Columbia film. 

Understood they have offered $80,- 
000 for the ‘Gaslight’ reels, plan be- 
ing to then sell the ‘Angel’ rights. 

Stated that ‘Angel Street’ was 
among 26 titles suggested by Patrick 
Hamilton, who wrote the play, after 
Traube secured the rights. The 
showman is known to have changed 
but few of the lines of the original 
script, but what bits he put in 
changed the performance from the 
ordinary to the exceptional. 

Traube has been around for some 
years. He was in on the production 
of a play for Jane Cowl which did 
not succeed, but is said to have had 











Despite Glum War 





News, Some Legit 


Mers. Optimistic on Spring Production 


The American Way 





Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 17. 

San Carlo Opera Co., currently 
filling Dixie dates, is emphasiz- 
ing America angle strongly in 
advertising and publicity. 

Example is press release with 
art: 

‘Although the San Carlo Opera 
company’s performance of ‘Il 
Trovatore’ will be sung in the 
original Italian, the leading role 
will be taken by a 100% Amer- 
ican Mobley Lushanya, an 
American Indian. 


GUILD SNEAKING 
LOVE IN BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 17. 

The sneak preview, a Hollywood 
device, is apparently being adopted 
by the Theatre Guild for its one- 
week tryout of ‘Without Love’ at the 
Colonial, opening March 2. Actually, 
it appears as if the Guild were try- 
ing to keep the booking a secret. 
Although ads will be taken in the 
dailies, they’ll be limited to mini- 
mum space and won’t use mail order 
copy. There'll be little marquee 
lighting for the engagement and the 
boxoffice staff at the Colonial will 
work unusually short hours. 

Explanation is that with 13,500 
Boston subscribers, the Guild is in 
a spot with its single-week booking 
of the Colonial, which has a total 
capacity of only 12,864 seats for eight 
performances. Aithough ‘Without 
Love’ is not a_ subscription play, 
subscribers may buy tickets at the 
usual reduced rate, so there will 
probably have to be an extra per- 
formance if it wants to avoid dis- 
appointing many regular patrons. 

Guild is in the predicament be- 
cause of the postponement of the 
tryout date. It was originally 
planned to open ‘Without Love’ in 

















a piece of ‘Men in White,’ a hit. 
Manager for a time was press agent | 
for a radio chain and devised a plan 
to getting name talent on programs | 
for little pay in exchange for show 
plugs. Traube drifted to Hollywood 
and was a sort of protege of Darryl 
Zanuck. While on the Coast he re- 
newed contacts with studio writers 
and directors whom he formerly 
knew in N.Y. and it was from them 





that he got the backing for the 
‘Angel’ production. 
He wrote a book called 


‘So You | 
Want to Be a Actor,’ which attracted | 
some attention among actors. 





Boston next Monday (23), but the 
Philip Barry comedy, featuring 
Katharine Hepburn and Elliott Nu- 
gent, could not be readied in time, 
so the local opening was set back to 
March 2. Ordinarily, Guild shows 
play two-week stands in Boston, but 
the town is already booked solidly 
the week of March 9, with ‘Kiss for 
Cinderella’ at the Wilbur; “Tobacco 
Road,’ Plymouth; ‘My Dear Public,’ 


| Colonial; ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Shub- 


ert, and ‘The Rivals,’ Opera House. 

Thus the Guild is trying to sneak 
‘Without Love’ into town 
giving the non-subscriber 
time to buy tickets. 


public 


Equity Revokes Agent's Franchise On 


Claim He Asked 10% Commission 


For the first time Equity has 
voked a casting agent’s license 
cause he allegedly violated its 
commission rule. Al Knight, who 
has been in the agency field for 
was ordered to turn 

Five players 
before council that he had 
sought 10% for getting them placed 
in musical stock operated at Maple- | 


re- 
be- | 
5% 


: 
In Nis testl- 


permit. 


Coy. Knight is treasurer of the legit | 
agents’ association and the situation | 
may affect reconsideration of a basic 
agreement with the casters, which 

Equity tabled some weeks ago. 
Fact that Knight did not actually 
receive 10% was not a factor in the 
council’s action and there was no 
proof that he collected more than 
5%. George Blackford, Doris Pats- | 
ton, Hope Emerson, Leone Wilson | 
and Peter Boyne said that the agent | 
told them the amount of salaries at | 
Maplewood, but that Knight advised | 
each a deduction of 10% was for | 
himself. Under the rules, had the | 
actors paid him that percentage they 
' 


would be subject to punishment by 


charging amounts under heading of | Equity. 


Actors are known to have admitted 


paying 10%, or the willingness to 


which spent $12,000; London Hippo - | do so, if the agent could get them 
drome, over $24,000, and Leicester | higher pay or even an engagement. 


When asked to put it in writing, or 


make charges, they have invariably 


will seek Knight’s reinstatement has 
not been indicated as yet. That 
Equity does not intend reconsidera- 
tion of his case is evident by the 
formal demand for the return of his 
permit and removal of his name 
from the accredited list of casters. 
Knight’s activities in other enter- 
tainment fields will not be affected 
by Equity’s action, which the agent 
feels should not have been taken be- 
cause he made no demand for pay- 
ment of 10%. 

Earlier this winter the permit of 
Chamberlain Brown was revoked for 
different reasons, but one was issued 
to his brother, Lyman, partner in 
the office. 


without | 


Despite the bad news from the 
war fronts and the flock of flops that 
tarnished the winter period, there 
is optimism for spring legit produc- 
| tion in Broadway managerial! circles, 

Such opinion comes at a time when 

show business faces the likelihood 
of tumbling grosses over an in- 
definite period of weeks. Dour 
events overseas are expected to re- 
act at N. Y. boxoffices this week. 


Also in the offing is Federal in- 
come taxes, plus Lent. The latter 
has not hurt attendance to noticeable 
extent for the past dozen years, 
but tax-paying has always dented 
grosses. As the March 15 deadline 
approaches it is almost certain that 
takings will steadily decline, more 
so than heretofore because the Fed- 
eral levies are much higher than 
ever, with even the lower salaried 
citizens now included. 


Last year managers were hopeful 
that N. Y. would be a mecca for 
workers from defense plant districts, 
but the influx never eventuated. 
There is no doubt that residents in 
those localities have earned plenty 
of money, but present outlook is that 
those engaged in war industries will 
not take time away from their jobs 
to visit the metropolis. All have 
been urged to strive their hardest 
so that the nation’s war machine 
may reach the record proportions 
sought by Washington. 

Managers who plan continuance 
of production say that they will pre- 
sent the lighter types of shows, 
comedies and musicals, as escapist 
attractions. They figure heavy 
drama fell down badly, possibly for 


| that reason, but so did comedies, 
;most of which were not good 
| enough. 





Guild Sending ‘Rivals’ 
To Road, Where It Has 
Found Healthier B. 0. 


With ‘The Rivals’ going to the road 
from the Shubert, N. Y., at the end 
| Of the revival’s seventh week, Feb. 
| 28, it completes a quartet of shows 
which the Theatre Guild presented 
this season that fared better on the 
road than on Broadway. The others 
were ‘Candle in the Wind,’ ‘Hope for 
a Harvest’ and ‘Papa Is All,’ the lat- 
ter current at the Guild theatre. In- 
dications are that the Guild’s out of 
town subscribers were chief factors 
in the better grosses. 








‘Candle’ is an exception. It played 
to much bigger figures before com- 





ing to New York, where it was 
slapped down by the critics. Despite 
that the drama was rated moderately 


| successful, playing three months at 
the Shubert. It had been figured the 
|play, starring Helen Hayes, could 
| have remained on tour successfully 
| through the season and that is sup- 
ported by the draw since 
Starting on tour again. The further 
‘Candle’ gets from Broadway, the 
better the business. ‘Harvest,’ which 
also drew a mild press, was the out- 
fit’s biggest disappointment. Accord- 
ing to the road figures, it, too, might 


show’s 


have cleaned up on tour, with Fred- 
ric March and Florence Eldridge 
Guild has two more new plays 

which are expected to score. In re- 
hearsa] with Katharine Hepburn is 
Philip Barry’s ‘Without Love,’ and 
due to start soor The Livzht of 
Heart,’ Emlyn Williams’ English 
drama which will bring Paul Muni 
back to the boards 
| ‘Rivals’ will start its second road 
| jaunt in Chicago March 2, with east- 
lern stands following. 


: ities NO 


'JESSEL NOW OPERATING 
‘HIGH KICKERS’ SOLO 


| George Jessel is now operating 
‘High Kickers’ solo. Al Blooming- 
| dale, of the department store family, 
|although a sizeable investor, has 
| bowed out but retains a 1742% cut 
|in the profits, if any 


refused until last week. That actors | 
would really testify about violating 
the 5% rule was a surprise around 
Equity, too. As for agents, some 
| have remarked that 10% commission 
| for legit engagements is not infre- 
quently paid but ‘not by me.’ 
Because of the limited number of 
jobs and the indicated crowded 
| agency field, the casters have asked 
Equity to okay the higher commis- 
sion, which applies to engagéments | 
secured in pictures, radio, night 
clubs, etc. Equity has consistently 
refused this. r 
Whether the agents’ organization 





| Under the new hookup, Jessel can 
|make money at the $13,000-$14,000 
| the musical has been grossing, with 
|only a’ 20% cut to the cast, under 
|his Equity understanding. He him- 
| self draws $1,000 and co-star Sophie 

Tucker’s share under her deal hits 
j} around $1,200 a week 
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Plays on 


HEART OF A CITY 


Drama in th s pl ed at jenry 
Miller's, N.Y., Feb. 12, ‘42, by- Gilbert 


Miller w ten by Lesley Storn tnged 
by presented; settings by Harry Ho 
$3.30 top 
Judy ‘ wees GOertrude Musgrove 
Frenchie.....cccccrccccoess Jeanne MeNally 
PTT eeY iri Terry F 
Bubbles........ bescadeee .- Virginia Bole 
i Saree ere rere rerer set Leone Wilsor 
Ann one ae ete 660000685 See Cora Smith 
rrr ere Augusta Roeland 
, | RE, es Margot Grahame 
GOOTRE. os ccccccscscveces Skelton Knages 
WHA: ceabees eooees- Frances Tannehill : 
Patsy... eeereeeeeeeceeeees Caroline Been | written by Leo Rifkin, Frank Tarloff and 
eS SOT COUT Terr Beverly Roberts | payid Shaw: staged by Luther Adler; set- 
Joan........ sta agian Vircinias Peine 1gs by Samuel Leve; $3.30 top 
Leo Saddle (L.S.).......... Dennis Hoey | a) Hartman Grant Richards 
Tommy eh Tesw'entiadbceerees . Lloyd Go Th | parney Snedeker. Jack Gilford 
MD. Sh oc 6oss ages Rertha Belm Sara Simpbins....csocess ‘Sanford Meisner 
jm iiss cnkWs ences M tiam : ate. omen yy ed LeRoi Gperti 
FiooOmMmyYy.... sees ° Victor ; oa needs Russell Morrison 
First Pilot Officer.........-...Peter Bovne | , a in . ” eee core > Manninen 
Second Pilot Offi: e ...Bertram Tanswell Natalee hee val Edwin Philips 
Third Pilot Officer...........Fred Stewart | ooo). Jensen.... ae oe 
Czech Officer... ....ccccc. Richard Stevens cualie : p rm theld..... ai Richard Irving | 
+7 Be a naensigs wlay | Julius ptfield. .ccscess ving | 
| gg Pilot Officer. ...ss- — fa - and Sgr ere ey Robert Williams 
Fifth P lot. Gites J he c te . | Killer KRane...--.eeeeeeees -Tony Canzoneri 
Bot md ave a ss + | Gilroy, Pere William Foran 
ocnes “ t 4 : 
wos Ae 3 hale — Ya ae | Petew Cuntieldsicces+0ss Katherine Meskill 
Polish Office: +0 sees a cee Hart : . apne 
T . >) AMMNOUNCEL. ...ccrccccecers Randolph Preston 
Wing Commander........Robert Witeh : 
: "s , ° . I ree... STrrr eT .Arnold Spector 
Group Captain -ebbecacasmeee | man 
. . I t WORMS... ccccceseenees George Matthews 
Sergeant obs te ke SOdne ous e* Louis Meslin : . Mort! Ritt 
Paul Lundy a : Ricl } Afntey | 8 WIGS soc cccceseseses . Martin 
TI 1 Mer ocveeeeescnanes ..Norman Budd 


A war play, the first since America 


entered the conflict, but set in Lon- | 
don, is well produced and acted. In- | 


teresting, though episodic, ‘Heart of 
a City’ ordinarily would get across, 
but impression is that it costs too 
much to operate in intimate Miller 
for more than a limited engagement. 


There isn’t much in story content, 
but atmosphere abou ds, _ illusion 
being that of a musical show amid 
Nazi bombings, yet it is a melo- 
drama. Most first nighters liked the 
performance and departed from the 
theatre with the idea that the people 
of Britain can take it with chin up. 


That goes especially for the band 
of actresses in the little Windmill, 
which is accredited with being the 
only theatre in London that re- 
mained open throughout the blitz. 
Recent reports were that most thea- 
tres are now lighted. ‘City’ has the 
show going on without interruption, 
even when there were but two front 
rows occupied. 

There was some facetious com- 
parison betwe?n Miss Storm’s play 
and ‘The Wookey.’ which fared well 
until the Japs raided Hawaii. While 
there is the same constant threat 
from the sky, the two works are en- 
tirely different. ‘City’ is essentially 
a girl show, femmes predominating 
in the revue, as indicated in one 
little setting that slides away at the 

pening and back again at the close. 

uriously enough, another war play, 
‘Journey’s End,’ with an all-male 
cast, was a sock success, also at the 
Miller. 

Principal scene is the dressing 
room of the femme principals back- 
stage at the Windmill. In wander 
Tommy, stewy composer of the 
scores, who is smitten with Rosalind, 
the star, Leo Saddle, the carry-on 
manager, and George, the call-boy. 
Now and then the wardrobe mistress, 
comically cockney, tells the girls of 


what is happening, and there is the | 


spirit of ‘There'll always be an Eng- 
land,’ although that phrase is taboo. 

Tommy pleads with Rosalind to 
mary him, but the girl demurs. It is 
when she meets Pau] Lundy, one of 
the R.A.F. aces, that she falls in 
love. It is a fast -omance, a feature 
of the story that will probably have 
more audience appeal. Scene in the 
officers’ mess at a bombrr 
animated and introduces a 
of fighter pilots. Fact that they do 
not reappear thereafter, 
exception, seems a fault of the play. 


number 


Either the author wastes her charac- | after he is in ring togs. 
wav to write 


ters, or did not find a 
them in further. In the end Tommy 
strolls to the pub at the corner, 


with Judy, the soubret, going after | 


him, and both being killed by a 
direct hit. Scenes when raids are 
on may be authentic, though the 
sound effects are not as emphasized 
as in ‘Wookey.’ Courage of the girls 
when bombs fall nearby and their 
ag ag in rescue work is inspir- 
ng from the front. 

Hollywood and London are well 
representec in the cast. Beverly 
Roberts is the pretty Rosalind, easily 


the most pleasant of the revue girls, | 


and her love scenes with Richard 
Ainley, the flyer, are very good. He 
is a personable English actor, little 
seen on Broadway. From over there 
s Gertrude Musgrove, making her 
.S. debut and scoring distinctly. 
Margot Grahame, who scored in 
‘The Informer’ and other Coast-made 
films, is always bowing in on Broad- 
way. She has some o the serious 
lines and handles her part with 
sureness. Dennis Hoey, who has 
been on this side for many seasons, 
is the likable manager of the thea- 
tre. Lloyd Gough is Tommy. giving 
another good performance. 
Tannehil] is amusing as a girl given 
to affairs with varied men: Virginia 
Peine is decorative ,but her part is 
limited; Bertha Bellmore also gets 
laughs with her chatter. 
There are 31 plavers listed in the 
rogram, 2 majority having speak- 
g parts. Production seems excep- 
tional for such a play, with the oper- 
ating cost certainly above average. 
There are four songs in the perform- 
ance, but the numbers are incidental. 
Miss Grahame sings ‘Goodbye Picca- 
dilly’ and Miss Roberts does ‘Room 


station is | 


with one | 


Frances | 


Broadway 


| 504,’ rather thinly, having no micro- 

phone aid. Also there are ‘The Lon- 
don I Love’ and a bit of ‘Lambeth 
Walk.’ All but the latter are by 
George Posford, Eric Maschwitz and 
Harold Purcell. Ibee. 


They Should Have Stood 


In Bed 


Farce in thre 
Mansfield, N. Y., Feb. 13, '42, by Sam H 


Grisman in association with Alex H. Cohen 


Hornblower ceeeeenee Topper Jordan 

There may be a public for this new 
farce, but it is probably not one that 
| will pay $3.20. Tony Canzoneri, for- 
'mer lightweight boxing champ, is in 
ithe cast and, although he was a ring 
|magnet at much higher prices, his 
name means nothing as a theatre 
boxoffice draw. 

The curious title, slightly revised 
from the crack of an illiterate fight 
manager, is hardly suited to attract 
|class patronage, while the charac- 
ters in the play are akin to those 
generally associated with the so- 
called fight racket, persons of low 
character. That they can be funny 
the authors prove. It is also likely 
‘that the double-crossing schemes of 
ithe play are no less preposterous 
i'than some of the reported ‘in the 
| bas’ stuff that has been alleged te 
exist within the fistic ‘profession.’ 
| Four ‘wonderful characters’ plan 
to open a restaurant, with Killer 
| Kane the cnamp, to be front man. 
| One of the boys, Sam Simpkins, sells 
| ‘hot’ suits, otherwise stolen clothes. 
| Al Hartman, the chief schemer, has 
desk room, so has Barney Snedeker, 
a lawyer without clients, while Harry 
Driscoll thinks he’s a private detec- 
tive. Latter gets picture of Killer’ 
together with Peggy, wife of boxing 
| commissioner Chatfield, and through 
| a little blackmail they plan to raise 
the coin for the cafe. 

They count on Henry Angel being 
the chef, but through a mix-up he is 
| proclaimed a crack fighter from the 
| sticks, and he challenges the Killer 
| for the title. In some way they raise 
110 G’s for the eatery and each one 
bets the poke on the Killer, aware 
'that Angel hasn’t a chance. That 
| leads to the play’s funniest bit, which 
| has one of the conspirators trying to 
| jump out of the window. 

The pseudo dick comes along with 
|a dictaphone which he had spotted 
in Peggy's hotel. Record reveals the 
Killer and the woman romancing. he 
promising to throw the fight. That 
creates a panic among the quartet 
yn ways and means to call off the 








bets, placed with Big Louie. Little | 
There is a} 


Louie, and just Louie. 
ring scene supposed to be at Madison 
Square Garden, but most of the go- 
ines-on are in the shabby office. 
Canzoneri has two lines in the first 
act. when he says he will ‘moider 
the bum,’ meaning Hartman. He has 
none in the second act, but makes an 
| appearance in street clothes. There- 
Impression 


} 


was that he will 
thespian, an opinion the producers 
doubtless have, too. 

Sanford Meisner. as the handler of 
‘hot’ suits. is the show’s main laugh- 
setter. He gets so exasperated that 

| he starts through the window, after 
| carefully removing his watch. Grant 
Richards. as Hartman, is in action 
often and gets all there is from the 
part. Jack Gilford has his moments 
as the clientless lawyer. throwing 
|a fit when learning his partners also 
|} bet the b. r. 
| pletes the quartet well enough. 

Katherine Meskill is the amorous 


| 
| 


Peggy. while Florence Sundstrom is | 
played | 
Latter. when in | 


ja secretary. sweet on Angel, 
| by Edwin Phillips. 
training togs, looks more like a 
featherweight fighter than a chef. 
| Richard Irving is the boxing official. 
}a part that could have been comic 
| if written in double-talk, a specialty 
| of one of New York’s fight commis- 
sioners. 

| Luther Adler directed. Ibee. 

} 
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ENGAGEMENTS 
Otto Kruger, Ralpn Morgan, Whit- 
|ford Kane, Joseph Sweeney. ‘The 
| Moon Is Down.’ 
April Ames, 


Mark Plant, Kitty 


| Mattern, Grace McFornahan, ‘My 
| Dear Public.’ 
| Cecil Humphries, Luise Rainer, 


| Edith King, Doris Patston, ‘A Kiss 
| for Cinderella.’ 

'son, Elliott Nugent, Audrey Christie, 
‘Robert Chisholm, Ellen Morgan, 
Emily Massey, Don Briggs, ‘Without 
Love.’ 


acts presented at the | 


never become a 


Russell Morrison com- | 


| Katharine Hepburn, Barry Thomp- | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Without Love’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Johnny 2x4’—Rowland Brown. 

‘Love, Laughter and Tears’— 
Eddie Dowling. 

‘My Dear Public’ — 
Caesar. 

‘A Kiss for Cinderella’ (re- 
vival)—Chery! Crawford, Rick- 
ard Krakauer. 








Irving 








OF V WE SING 


Revue in two acts (25 scenes): musie by 
| George Kleinsinger, Beau Bergerson, Toby 
| Sacher, Lou Coonver, Ned Lehack, Alex 
| North; lyrics by Alfred Hayes, Sytvia Marks, 
i Lewis Allan, Roslyn Harvey, Mike Strat- 

ton, Norman Corwin featrice Goldsmith, 
| Joe Darian, Walt Whitman, Arthur Zipser; 
| sketches by Al Geto, Sam D. Locke, Mel 
Tolkin; musical direction, lou Cooper: 
}dance direction, Susanne Remos;: staged 
and directed by Perry 


vis: presented by American Youth Theatre 
in association with Alexander H. Cohen, at 
Concert theatre, N. Y¥.. Feb 14, ‘42, at 


$1.65 top 

Cast: Adele Jerome Lee Barrie Betty 
Garrett. Susanne Remos, Eleanore Bagely, 
Letty Stever, Mary Titus, Connie Daxter, 
Ann Garlan, Phil Leeds, Perry Bruskin 


John Wynn, Buddy Yarus, Daniel Nagrin 
Curt Conway. John Flemming, Robert Shar- 
ron, Byron Milligan 


‘Of V We Sing’ immediately sug- 
gests ‘Pins and Needles,’ the spec- 
tacularly successful intimate revue 
presented several seasons ago by the 
International Ladies Garment Work- 
ers union. It’s also topical and satir- 
ical in flavor, also frankly amateur- 
ish, with the freshness, eagerness and 
engaging youthfulness that marked 
the ILGWU show. -It’s likewise a 
bargain offering, able to operate on 
a negligible budget and with a likely 
tg of making a run of it on that 

asis. 


After several months at various 
spots off Broadway, revue was 
brought last week to the Concert the- 
atre (formerly the Filmarte), in West 
58th street, just outside the Times 
Square theatre district. It opened 
Wednesday night (11), but the crit- 
ics weren't invited until Saturday 
night (14). 

Show is presented by the American 
Youth Theatre, non-Equity group 
whose members have various day- 
time jobs outside show business 
Alexander H. Cohen, associated in 
the presentation of ‘Angel Street,’ at 


Schedule calls for five 
week, Wednesday 


production. 
performances a 


inees. Scale is $1.65 to 55c. 

Within its admitted limitations, the 
show is entertaining. Some of the 
comedy is quite original and some 
of it genuinely funny. A few of the 
song numbers are fairly good and 
|}many of the performers are bright 
|and pert, with a shining, infectious 
| enthusiasm. However, revue suffers 
| from its lack of sock music, dance 
numbers, enough strong personalities 
| and, chiefly, from variatiy. of ap- 
proach. All its comedy and topical 
}comment has a sameness that pres- 
|ently becomes monotonous. Thus, 





Inside Stuff—Legit 








| good idea to ask sports writers to see the show. 


| 


truskin: piano xe- | 
companiment by Lou Cooper and Saul Da- | 


Lobby of the Mansfield, N.Y., was jammed on the opening night Friday 


| (13) of ‘They Should Have Stood in Bed,’ the crush being occasioned by 


people calling fer passes (60c per pair), more such admissions being 
issued than for any debut in years. Because former lightweight boxing 
champ, Tony Canzoneri, was in the cast, press department thought it a 
Some witnessed a pre- 
view because of the Billy Conn-Tony Zale match at Madison Square Gare 
den Friday (13). Management used poor judgment in spotting others in 
the rear of the balcony on opening night. 

Stanley Woodward, sports editor of the Herald-Tribune, was one who 
attended then. He remained for the first act only. In his Saturday (14) 
column Woodward gave his opinion of Tony’s acting ability in one word, 
then went on to explain the title, credited to the late Joe Jacobs, also 
called ‘Yussel the Muscle,’ who managed Max Schmeling. Jacobs, who 
once yelled, ‘We wuz robbed,’ when a decision went against his fighter 
witnessed a world's series ball game in Detroit some years ago. Weather 
was cold and during a snow flurry, he complained: ‘We should of stood 
in bed.’ 

Francis Wallace heard the remark and relayed it to Dan Parker, sports 


|editor of the N. Y. Mirror, who columned it humorously and thereafter 


| 


pinned it on Jacobs. Woodward, saying that Canzoneri was a credit to 
the profession, concluded with: ‘Knowing how good he was and how much 


/he earned, we are a little sorry to see him out of character in ‘They 





| known Lyric. 


the Golden, N. Y., has a share in the | 


through Sunday nights, with no mat- | 


| 


Should Have Siood in Bed.’ As a matter of fact he should have, they 
should have and we should have.’ 

Canzoneri, who once held three ring titles, -was reputed to have been 
worth $400,000 some years ago. Understood he dropped most of his bank- 
roll in business ventures, which included a cafe, liquor and clothes stores, 
It’s indicated he expected to find on the stage a new means of livelihood. 

Harlow D. Savage, who died in White Plains, N. Y., last week, was 
an officer in a number of industrial concerns but was thrust onto Broad- 
way and for a time was supposed to be a factor in the theatre ticket field, 
In 1931 the League of New York Theatres decided to control tickets al- 
loted to agencies and adopted the curious suggestion of engaging some- 
one entirely outside of show business to handle the job, that of keeping 
tickets from gyps and eliminating excess prices. 

Theory was that such a person could not be ‘reached’ by the brokers, 
Ticket men viewed the move skeptically and it was soon discerned that 
the plan was not effective. Savage knew none of the many angles of 
the agency ticket business. 

It was decided to give 15 agencies the bulk of the allotments and it 
was that group that ultimately paid off a bank loan of $25,000, with which 
the League financed the plan. Most of the coin was used to pay Savage's 
salary. 


The Windmill theatre, London, locale of ‘Heart of a City,’ which opened 
at the Miller, N. Y., Thursday (12), is a little house in back of the better 
It is credited with continuous performances throughout the 
months when the British capital was bombed day and night, whether there 
were a few persons out front or not, and for a time was the only legit 
house lighted in London. Lesley Storm, who wrote the drama, states she 


| went backstage many times, visiting the dressing room of the girl princi- 


pals. . 

One of the features of the Windmill performances was the use of nude 
show girls. They were posed upstage in the tableaux form as used by 
Ziegfeld in his ‘Follies.’ Other London show shops used nudies in the 
manner originated over there at the Windmill. 


‘City’ was produced by Gilbert Miller, by arrangement with T. Hayes 


| Hunter, former London talent and play agent. 


Sampson Raphaelson, who wrote ‘Jason,’ Hudson, N. Y., and stated that 


| the drama critic of the play was supposed to be himself, not Bill Saroyan, 


| has a yen to be an actor. 


| 
| 
| 


He staged the comedy, his first directional job, 
and when Alexander Knox left the cast Saturday (14) it was the author’s 
idea to step into the part, but just could not needle himself to the point 
of doing it. Raphaelson has told friends that he always visualizes himself 


|as a character in his plays. 


Mrs. Raphaelson (Droschka) also hankers for the stage and has under- 


| studied the femme lead. 
| 


while the first half of the evening | 


is lively and amusing, the second |} 
portion is more or less repetitious 


| and increasingly tiresome. 

Among the funny skits is a trav- 
esty, ‘NBC Goes to Broadcast,’ which 

| 


the Terrible’ makes fun of an Adolf 
| Hitler broadcast, but is weakened by 
| the inclusion of serious matter. In 
| ‘Sisters Under the Skin,’ Lee Barrie, 
| Betty Garrett and Adele Jerome suc- 
be wetmey Satirize sister acts, but in 
' 


‘You've Got to Appease with a Strip | 


Tease,’ Miss Jerome and Miss Bar- 
rie, with Phil Leeds, fail to combine 
elements of the comic and the seri- 
ous. 

‘Brooklyn Cantata’ is an amusing 
sketch about the ball fans’ familiar 
|‘wait till next year’ slogan, while 
‘One Way Passage’ bitingly lampoons 
Congressman Dies. ‘Mother Love’ is 





comic references to Jessel and Jolson. 
‘Belinda Blue’ giggles at Hollywood's 
|}trumped-up glamour: ‘Juke Box’ 
makes fun of jitter-bug record fans, 
and ‘2 Plus 2’ offers ironic comment 
about nepotism in the film industry 
}There are also slightly macabre 
| Slightly mad comedy capsules. ‘News 
Story,’ at the beginning of both acts. 
| ‘You Can’t Fool the People,’ the 
| show’s opener, is not entirely clari- 
| fied. ‘Don’t Sing Solo,’ a vocal by 
| Miss Garrett, is expertly handled, but 
is an ordinary song. ‘Freedom Road,’ 
a plea for racial tolerance, sung by 
John Flemming, Negro baritone, is 
also only a mild song. ‘Take a Poem,’ 
Robert Sharron’s reading of a Nor- 
man Corwin verse, with* musical 
background by George Kleinsinger. 
fails to come off, as does a Walt 
Whitman poem offered as prolog for 
the finale. 


orities,’ the second-act opener; ‘Queen 
Esther,’ sung by Miss Garrett and 
| chorus; the over-strident ‘Gertie the 
Stool Pigeon’s Daughter.’ and ‘We 
Have a Date.’ Only real dance num- 
ber of the show is an effective 
rhumba by Susanne Remos and Dan- 
iel Nagrin although there is a ‘Vic- 
tory Conga’ closing the first act. 

| There is considerable talent in the 
jeast. Phil Leeds is a _ laughable 
|eomie though his clowning hasn’t 





| 
| 


‘ence as lead in almost every sketch 


| nite diagnosis. 


is crammed with comment of radio’s | 
more ludicrous manifestations. ‘Ivan | 


| 


Phyllis Perlman, press agent for the George Abbott shows, has been ill 
for several weeks. She was in her office one day last week, but was re- 
moved to Mt. Sinai hospital, where tests evidently did not result in a defi- 
However, she felt well enough to leave the hospital early 
this week 

Marian Byram recently joined the Abbott press department. 


Miss Garrett is a looker with skill 


and style at handling a song. Other 
cast standouts are Miss Jerome, Miss 


that while wars differ the problems 
and emotions aroused by such con- 
flicts remain the same. Many of the 


Barrie, Curt Conway and Buddy} Civil War lines could be used ina 
| Yarus. Sets are simple but adequate, | World War II drama. 


| 


a takeoff of a.k. vaudeville acts, with | 


| 


| 





|}enough variation to cover his pres- | 





while the costumes are effective. 


The central character is Cornelia 
Hobe. 


Warren, played with fine restraint 
and sure dramatic power by Barbara 
O’Neil. She refuses to accompany 


Pl (0) f T her sweetheart, an anti-slavery radi- 
ay ut 0 own cal, to Missouri, and marries 4a 





cousin, a smug business man who 
scorns ideals and becomes a success- 
|ful Boston banker. Later their son, 
a poetic type, defies his father, en- 
lists, and is killed in battle. Banker 
Waren becomes involved in a shady 
railroad deal and meets disaster im 








UNDER THIS ROOF 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 14. 


Drama in three acts and four scenes by 


prot noopl r¢ Rags ay a Watkin a Sen the panic of ’73. He returns to the 
Ernest Shrapps: presented by Russel] | Old homestead, and the inference 1s 
Lewis and Rita Hassan at Playhouse, Wil-| the couple are reconciled by ad- 
mington, Del., Feb, 13-14, '42; $2.20 top. | versity. The third act is more or 
Granny Warren -.+., Louise Galloway | less static, providing a background 
| Cornelia werts.......... eee oie for the author's more weighty 
Ezra Warren.....s.ecse....- Russell Hardie | Speeches. 
— whenibbnbaceenadingasigh: < St John | The cast is excellent. In addition 
| Gineon Warren. cc2222207700 Peta geme® | to. Miss O'Neil, Russell Hardie, as 
David Warren,.........Frederic de Wilde | the banker; Louise Galloway, Har- 
Mr Gassawa) Keberiee .Harlan Briggs lan Briggs, Howard St. John, Fred- 
Eileen O'Shaughnessy,..Alexandre Brackert | etic de Wilde, and James O'Neill ar 
Shawn O’Shaughnessy........Walter Burke | 2/! superior to their roles. Perry 
Sidney Snow...... ......James O'Neill | Watkins’ setting helps create the 





Other moderate numbers are ‘Pri- | 


Sincerity is the chief virtue of a 
new drama—in fact, stark drama— 
by Herbert B. Ehrmann, Boston at- 
torney. The author has delved into 
the case history of an old Massachu- 
setts family thoroughly. The result is 
a play that sometimes. reveals fine 


proper atmosphere. 

Play looks more like Hollywood 
fare of the long-suffering heroine 
type. Klepfer. 





Schneider’s Condition 


writing, sometimes commands close Willie Schneider, manager of 8 
audience attention, but is too heavy ‘Life With Father’ road company, 
and slow moving to meet success on ‘} piathiga oF Hehe: agg ear in an ele- 
Broadway. who was critically injured 1n an © 





It’s rather badly knitted, with the | Vator accident in Oklahoma City, 18 
audience apt to get restless in trying | reported as ‘comfortable as could be 
to follow the not always interesting | expected.’ Both legs were broken 
career of a woman who married the |and_ crushed. Transfusions were 
Porton bonnes sacrificing love and per- | given him and_ infection has suv: 
sonal honor for comfort and security. | sided. although one fracture is to be 
The story covers a space of 27 years | ,.. et . 
in the lives of the Waren family,|*S" . hos- 
including the Civil War period, in| Schneider is in St. Anthonys _ 
which Ehrmann attempts to prove | pital. 











= | 


Pi 
Troac 
wee 
pro: 
stan 


diar 
pac 
pert 


‘Ei 


ing 
‘Stu 


cam 
in V 


‘Ss 
(1,5: 
$12,( 
wee 

*M 
wk) 
play 
Last 
wee! 


‘Ei 


Se 
wour 


the ¢ 
ure 


top. 


On \ 
for s 


‘N 


‘Na 
$5,006 
Erlar 

Pla 





day 


sing 
cing 
it a 
ore. 
rare 
3 in 


who 
(14) 
ord, 
also 
who 
iter, 
her 
ood 


orts 
fter 
t to 
uch 
hey 
hey 


een 
nk- 
res, 


was 
yad- 
eld, 
ale 
me- 
ping 


ers, 
that 
; of 


d it 
hich 
ge’s 


ened 
*tter 
the 
here 
legit 

she 
inci- 


1ude 
| by 
the 


ayes 


that 
yan, 
job, 
10r’s 
oint 
self 


der- 


n ill 

re- 
jefi- 
arly 


lems 
con- 
the 
in a 


1elia 
‘aint 
bara 
any 
-adi- 
s a 
who 
"eSS- 
son, 
en- 
nker 
1ady 
r in 
the 
‘e 18 
ad- 
ep or 
yund 
ghty 


ition 
7 as 
Har- 
red- 
| are 
erry 

the 


vood 
‘one 
eT. 


of a 
pany, 
| ele- 
y, is 
d be 
oken 
were 
sub- 
19 be 


hos- 








Wednesday, February 18, 


1942 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 48 





Corn’ $16,000, Growing In Chi Run: 
Claudia’ 9446, Off ‘Joey 126, To Go 








— —- 


Chicago, Feb. 17. 

‘Claudia’ finally closed its Chicago 
run Saturday (14) after hitting the 
season’s high run mark with 22 
weeks. Selwyn relights tonight 
(Tuesday ) with ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 

‘Pal Joey’ is slipping and will 
leave town on Saturday (21). ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ is due to replace. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia, Selwyn (22d and final 
week) (1,000; $2.75). This winds up 
the John Golden season here. 
‘Claudia’ was smash for many weeks 
and ran steadily throughout. Wound 
up brightly enough with $9,500. 

‘pal Joey, Grand (5th week) 
(1,300; $3.30). Sagged again, getting 
$12,000. Leaves bongs 3 eds a 

‘ Hattie,’ r e 
week) (1,400; $3.30). This is the 
musical smash of the season here. 


ugh slipped slightly last week, 
bona erill out front of all shows at 


$20,000. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Harris (4th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Originally 


ured for a short stay, this show 
= caught on so solidly that a long 
run is now in view. Got fine $16,000 
last week. 


HAYES SRO $20,500 
IN COL., INDPLS. SPLIT 


Popularity of Helen Hayes on the 
road was again demonstrated last 
week, when the star grossed ap- 
proximately $20,500, playing two 
stands in ‘Candle in the Wind. 

Split was Columbus and_ In- 
dianapolis and it is stated that ca- 
pacity plus standees applied at all 
performances in both spots. 


Fileen’ $10,000, Holds 
Up in Hub; ‘Prince’ 126 


Boston, Feb. 17. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ in next-to-clos- 
ing week, showed good strength, and 
‘Student Prince’ won a holdover to 
a third frame. ‘Under This Roof’ 
came in Monday (16) after opening 
in Wilmington, Del., last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Student Prince,’ Shubert (2nd wk) 
(1,590; $2.20). Chalked up around 
$12,000 and that’s okay for an extra 
week, 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Wilbur (7th 
wk) (1,227; $2.75). Comedy has 
Played a very successful run here. 
Last week around $10,000. One more 
week. 











‘Eileen’ Ends 4-Wk. S. F. 
Stand with OK $13,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 17. 
Held for an extra 
healthy biz, ‘My Sister Eileen’ got 
$13,000 on its fourth and final week 
at the Geary here. 
‘Comedy, with Guy Robertson top- 
ing, was solid at b.o. all the way 
ere, 





Theatre’ 10G in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Feb. 17. 

Legit revival in this burg last week 
after a three-week recess was dis- 
appointing for Cornelia Otis Skinne: 
in ‘Theatre’ at the 1,400-seat Cox 
Gross for six night performances and 
two matinees at $2.75 top was esti- 
Mated less than $10,000. 

Next road show here will be 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Rose Burke’ at 
the Cox, Feb. 26-28 at $3.30 top. Then 
Angel Street’ in the same house, 
week of March 1, at $2.75 top. 


Spirit’ $14,500 In Det. 


Detroit, Feb. 17. 
Second company of ‘Blithe Spirit’ 
bag up its eight performances at 
a e Cass theatre here with good fig- 
co approximating $14,500 at $2.50 











Katharine Cornell followed it in 


fa Monday (16) with ‘Rose Burke’ 
or six days. 





‘Native’ $5,000 in Buff 


Buffalo, Feb. 17. 
‘'N 


$5.0 ative Son’ tallied approxirnately 
F 00, good, in four shows at the 
tlanger last week. 


Play was in at $2.75 top. 


week due to} 


. 4 


‘PURCHASE,’ $29,000, 
BIG IN 1ST PITT WK. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ smashed 
through to Nixon’s top regular gross 
of season in first stanza of fortnight 
run last week, grabbing estimated 
$29,000. That’s around $3,000 under 
previous high, set by ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
but that musical played New Year’s 
week with an extra New Year’s Eve 
midnight show. On other hand, 
‘Purchase’ also got the higher scale, 
$3.85, first legiter to ask that much 
since opening of season. 

‘Purchase’ got off fast, preem be- 
ing sold out to an organization for 
charity benefit at better than $3,000, 
and rave notices in all three papers 
immediately were reflected at the 
ticket window next day. 

‘Ange] Street’ follows it in Feb. 26, 
with “Tobacco Road’ next, its eighth 
engagement at Nixon. 








‘Arsenic’ Gets Raves, 


Big $19,000 in St. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 17. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ closed one- 
week stand at American theatre Sat- 
urday (14) with swell b.o. showing. 
Price battled plenty of stiff opposish, 
but grossed estimated $19,000 for 
nine performances at $2.80 top. Crix 
were lavish with raves. 

Helen Hayes in Maxwell Ander- 
|son’s ‘Candle in Wind’ opened one- 
week engagement last night (Mon- 
day) at $3.30 top. 








Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 18-28) 





‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—National, 
Washington (18-21); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (23-28). 
| ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
| Convention Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (18); 
| Majestic, Ft. Worth, Texas (19); 
| Melba, Dallas (20-21); Tyler, Tyler, 
| Tex. (23); Paramount, Austin (24); 
| Texas, San Antonio (25); Music Hall, 
| Houston (26-27); City Aud., Beau- 
a Tex. (28). 


‘Blithe Spirit’ 
| Chicago (18-28). 

‘Blessom Time’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (18-28). 

‘Candle in the Wind’—American, 





| 
| 


| St. Louis (18-21); Parkway, Madison, | 


| Wis. (23-24); Pabst, Milwaukee (25- 
28). 
‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Davidson, Mil- 
PRs me (18-21); Lyceum, Minneapo- 
| lis (23-28). 
| ‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chicago 
| (18-28). 
‘Guest in the House’—Walnut, Phil- 
adelphia (18-21). 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (18-28). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)--Ryman 
Aud., Nashville (18); Memorial Aud., 
Chattanooga (19); Temple, Birming- 
ham (20-21); Munic. Aud., New Or- 
| leans (23-24); Munic. Aud., Shreve- 
port (25); City Aud., Jackson, Miss. 
(26); Aud., Memphis (27-28). 
‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Ft. 
ning, Ga. (18-20); Ft. McClellan, Ala. 


(21-23); Camp Forrest, Tenn. (24- 
26): Keesler Field, Biloxi, Miss. | 
(28). 

‘Life, Laughter and Tears’ (One- 
Act Bill)—Court Square, Spring- 
field, Mass. (25); Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (26): Klein Aud., Bridge- 


port, Conn, (27); McCarter, Prince- 


ton, N. J. (28). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)— 
Lyceum, Minneapolis (18-21); Gar- 
rick. Duluth, Minn. (23-25); Fargo, 


Fargo, N. D. (26-27); Dakota, Grand 
Forks, N. D. (28). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids (18); Orpheum, Dav- 
enport (19); Orpheum, Waterloo, Ta, 
(20); State, Sioux Falls, S. D. (21); 
Orpheum, Sioux City, Ia. (23); Capi- 
‘tol, Grand Island, Neb. (25); Rivoli, 
| Hastings, Neb. (26); Highschool, 
|Omaha (27-28). 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase’— Nixon, Pitts- 
| burgh (18-21); National, Washington 
| (23-28). . 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (18-28). 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Wil- 
| 


' bur, Boston (18-21); Ford’s, Balti- 
|; more (23-28). 
‘Native Son’—Ford’s, 
(18-21); Walnut, Philadelphia 
| 28). 
| ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 
| Naval Air Station, -Seattle (18); Ft 


Baltimore 
(23- 


(2d Co.)—Selwyn, 


Ben- | ert Stephenson. In 


| $540 and in 1940, $780. 
| 





| 


| 





| 
| 
' 


"ANGEL’ $13,200, FLIES 
HIGH IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 17. 

Touring company of ‘Angel Street,’ 
with Sylvia Sydney, Victor Jory and 
Ernest Cossart in the top roles, drew 
healthy response at Ford’s last week, 
epee to estimated $13,200 at $2.22 
op. 

Rather adventurous booking of 
‘Native Son,’ in currently at Ford’s, 
has the second balcony opened to 
colored trade with some effort being 
made to attract that patronage from 
nearby Washington, where the pro- 
duction will not be presented. 


GUEST,” $10,000, 
SURPRISES 
PHILLY 








Philadelphia, Feb. 17. 

After a stagnant period, Philly's 
legit bookings are now as consistent 
as they’ve been any time this season. 

Walnut and Locust, which relighted 
last Monday (9) after extended dark 
period, now seem comfortably fixed 
for a month and a half to come. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (8th week) 
(1,800; $3). Still powerful despite a 
few weaknesses e:aly in week and 
at Wednesday matinee. Last week, 
in nine performances, galloped to 
fine $30,500. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Walnut (lst 
week) (1,700; $2). Crix liked this 
tryout, with most of them raving 
over Mary Anderson. Biz built 
steadily to surprising $10,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Locust (Ist week) 
(1,500; $1.50). Perennial still okay 
here, with nearly $6,000 reported last 
week at $1.50 top. “Watch on the 
Rhine’ in Monday (23). 


N. Y. ‘Claudia’ Co. Will 
Open Tour in Pitt Mar. 9 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. 
Original Broadway company of 
‘Claudia,’ headed by Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, Donald Cook, Frances Starr 











and Olga Baclanova, was pencilled 
into Nixon for March 9, at which 
| time it begins a brief tour. Show, 
| which celebrated its first birthday in 


| New York last week (12), will wind 


Some grosses picked up by virtue 
of Lincoln's Birthday, but only a few 


gave extra matinees. Complaint 
over weak attendance Thursday 
nights again registered. Two new 


plays last week ,chances of both be- 
ing indecisive. ‘Solitaire’ was a 
sudden withdrawal. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (10th week) 
(D-789; $3,300)—Although dramatic 
plays are hazardous in these days, 
English thriller is set for a run; 
rated over $13,000 in small house. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lac,’ Fulton 
(57th week) (CD-838; $3.3u)—Slight- 
ly better, gross quoted over $14.- 
000; well up with straight show lead- 
ers and looks a cinch for balance of 
season. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (8th 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40)— Also a bit 
better last week, with takings ap- 
proaching $31,000 level; expected to 
play through spring or longer. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(20th week; (M-1,104: $4.40)—Should 
play into warm weather; not selling 
out all times, but holds to excellent 


(Drama), 
(Revue), 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco 
week) (CD-936; $3.30)—One of the 
few standouts among the season's 


little from the $17,000 mark. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort 
(CD-1,064; $3.30)—Improved further 
and approached $10,000 level; can 
operate to some profit at that figure 
and should make the grade. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (53d week) (CD- 
712; $3.30)—Going on tour after an- 
other two weeks; has bettered year’s 
run and should flourish out of town. 


‘Heart of a City,’ Miller (1st week) 
(D-940; $3.30)—Premiered Thursday 
(12) with moderate notices, but 
| looks like audience show; more than 
| $4,500 first four times, including a 
| $5.50 opening; may pick up. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (15th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40)—Sunday mat- 
inees at reduced scale very well at- 
| tended; nights fairly good; around 
| $15,000. : 


‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (64th week) 
(R-3,026; $1.65)—Quoted over $25,- 
| 000; no extra performance, but mat- 
|inee on holiday helped up the gross. 


‘Jason,) Hudson (4th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30)—Mild business con- 








| up its engagement there March 7 and_/|tinues; had been expected to pick up, 


| come here two nights later. 

Engagement will probably be for) 
two weeks, with first under subscrip-| 
tion auspices, same as recent ‘Ar-| 
| senic and Old Lace.’ ‘Claudia’ book-| 
ing for Nixon at first called for Chi 
|} company, in which Phyllis Thaxter} 
and Lila Lee have the leads. | 


Greenfield Discharged | 
° T 

From Bankruptcy in N.Y. 

Jean Greenfield, prompter in the 
N. Y. Jewish theatre, who filed a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition in the 
N.Y. federal court Oct. 16, 1941, list- 
ing $600 in assets and $11,497 in lia- 
bilities, was discharged from bank- 
ruptcy Jan. 16, 1942, by Referee Rob- | 








A story that most of the owed 
money was due on promissory notes 


and borrowed funds—the largest 
sum. $4.200. being owed to the He- 
brew Actors Union of which he wa 

j f pre ent was not correct 

None of Greenfield’s obligations 
was due on personal notes, but he 
was a co-maker on accommodation 
loans for others who borrowed the 
money 
Lewis, Wash. (19-24); Ft. Warren, 

Wyo. (27-28). 

‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago (18-21); Cass, Detroit (23- 
28). 

‘Panama Hattie’—Erlanger, Chi- 


cago (18-28). 

‘Rose Burke’ (Katharine Cornell) 
—Cass, Detroit (18-21); English, In- 
dianapolis (23-25); Cox, Cincinnati 
(26-28). 

‘Student Prince’—Shubert, Boston 
(18-21). 

‘Theatre’—Cox, Cincinnati (18-21). 

‘Tobacco Road’--Locust, Philadel- 


phia (18-21); Lyric, Richmond (23- 
25): Playhouse, Wilmington, Del. | 
(26-28). 

‘Under This Roof’ — Plymouth, 


Boston (18-21). 
‘Watch on the Rhine’ — Locust, 
Philadelphia (23-28). 





: | eight 
1939 he earned | gross picked up to $13,000. 


| from the 


|but gross again 


| $5,000. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (13th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30)—Virtual oapacity 
for laugh show, which played nine 
performances and was quoted get- 


somewhat shy of 


ting $18,700; highest since New 
Year’s. 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 


sumed) (44th week) (M-1,387:; $4.40) | 
—About held its own last week and | 
$22,500; | 


credited with gross around 
earns good profit at that figure. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperiol (16th 
week) (M-1,450;: $440)—Aimed for 
the summer and may play through 
that period; attendance is sellout 
plus standees, and the gross around 


| $34,000. 


‘Life with Father,’ Empire 
week) (CD-1,082; 
|plays extra matinees 
performances 


(118th 
$3.30)—Rarely 
and held to 
last week, but 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (60th 
week) (CD-891; $3.30)—Also played 
regulation number of times; regis- 
tered $9,500: grooved at that level 
lately 

‘Papa Is All,’ Guild 
(C-956 $3.30 )—Business fair 
tart and length of engage- 
not definite; estimated around 


1104 
just 


ment 


| $7.000. 


‘Plan M,’ Belasco (D-1.000: 
Presented by Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers; written by James 
Edward Grant 
rival this week 
‘Solitaire,’ Plymouth 
Saturday (14); played 
less than one night. 
‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse 


week) (CD-865; $3.30)—Slated into 


two weeks | 


(6th week) | 


$3.30) | 


war meller only ar- | 


| 


Withdrawn | 


| 


(14th | 


spring with road set back until next | 


season; moderate grosser better and 
rated over $9,000 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (11th 
week) (R-1,519: $4.40)—With three 


$5.50 top performances and an extra | 


matinee, new high claimed, gross ap- 
proximating $44,000. 


‘They Should Have Stood in Bed,’ 


Mansfield (C-1,050; 
better line on chances this week. 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
—Final and 47th week: with nearly 
a year’s run to its credit should do 
well on tour; jumped on final per- 
formance announcement and cred- 
ited with nearly $14,000. 
Revivals 
Niatiannoa! 1%), u 


‘Macbeth.’ 


$3.30) Opened | 
Friday (13), drawing doubtful press: | 


Fun’ $44,000, ‘Porgy’ 236, Hit 
New Highs on B’way; Biz Also Up 
For ‘Ban jo 316, ‘Crown’ $10,000 


(D-1,162; $3.30)—Rated around $12.- 
000; has had successful engagement 
and tour is promising for Shakes- 
pearean revival with names. 

‘The Rivals,’ Shubert (5th week) 
(C-1,402; $3.30)—Going to the road 
after another week; business has 
slipped; estimated around $9,000 last 
week. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (4th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75)—-Different 
here; bigger than ever; surprise click 
jammed ’em in most performances 
and topped $23,000; new high. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Joos Ballet, 
St. James (4th week) (1,520; $2.20)— 
Announced into mid-March, but re- 
ported going to road before them; 
$9,000 estimated. 


CORNELL BIG $18,600 
IN THREE STANDS 


Katharine Cornell continues to 
| draw excellently in ‘Rose Burke,’ the 
Henri Bernstein play on tour, but 
| whether the play will be a spring 
presentation on Broadway will prob- 














money; up last week, nearly $20.000.| ably not be decided until after the 
(15th | current date in Detroit. 


Last week the star grossed esti- 


productions, with the gross varying | mated $18,660 in six performances in 


| three stands. Takings in Milwaukee 


(3d week) | for three shows were $8,200; in Min- 


| neapolis, in two performances, the 
| count was $6,800, while one perform- 
|ance in St. Paul grossed $3,700. 
| Following Detroit, three 

| split-week dates are booked. 


more 





‘Ballet Theatre So-So 
$11,800 in Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 17. 

Ballet Theatre chalked up so-so 
estimated $11,800 at Royal Alexandra 
here, with 1,55l-seater scaled at 
$3.30 top. 

Troupe built up steauily on word- 
of-mouth toward latter part of week 
to such an extent that Ballet will be 
back for two extra performances on 


Saturday (21). This is expected to 
give a satisfactory return on engage- 
ment here. Ballet followers knew 
the group’s reputation, but the gen- 
eral theatre-goers didn’t. General 
opinion is, however, that Ballet 

eatre visit next season should do 
excellent business. 
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“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS. 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
































SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radle 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
Stt West 7th Street, Los Angeles 




















AL SHEAN 


IS LOOKING FOR A PLAY 


1746 N. Cherokee Ave. 
Hollywood 














SAMUEL SELDON 


Certified Public Accountant 
Income Tax Returns Prepared 


Special iow rates for wage earners 





ind storekeepers. Office hours: Mon- 
lay to Friday, 5 to 9 p.m., Saturday 
ind inday, 1 to 6 p.m. and by 
appointment 

261 Broadway, N. Y¥. CO, 71-5580 
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Bulletin Bids for Philly Ledger 


The Philadelphia Evening Bulle- 
tin, in an obvious attempt to fore- 
stall any competition in the evening 
field in Philly, told the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court Monday (9) that it would 
submit a bid within the next couple 
of days for the name, goodwill and 
Associated Press franchise of the de- 
funct Evening Public Ledger. 

The move, which came as a sur- 
prise, caused the Philadelphia In- 
quirer to withdraw its offer of sev- 
eral weeks ago to purchase the AP 
franchise for $10,000. The Court ac- 
cepted the offer temporarily pend- 
ing the approval by the board of di- 
rectors of the AP. Inquirer’s at- 
torney said that the paper would 
make another offer. Meanwhile the 
Inquirer will continue to publish the 
‘token’ paper to keep the AP fran- 
chise alive, while the Bulletin will 
pay the weekly $1,305 assessment. A 


final hearing on the liquidation of | 


the Ledger’s assets will be held Feb. 
20. 





Guild’s New Time Sirategy 


With Time, Inc., refusing to arbi- | a 
New 


trate and the staffs of Time, Life 
and Fortune said not to be ‘strike- | 


minded’ at this time, Newspaper 
Guild is trying other methods to} 
induce the management to return 


Anna Goldsborough to the staff of 
Life. Miss Goldsborough was let 
out a couple of months ago for hav- 
ing an ‘attitude not in keeping with 
the Time-Life picture.’ Guild main- 
tains it was for union activity. 

Guild this week is sending to 
every congressman a letter charging 
that Time, Inc., is ‘violating public 
policy’ in the case. It is also tying 
up with the typographical unions, 
which have their own squawk 
against Henry Luce publications be- 
cause they are printed in part by a 
non-union shop, the Reuben H. Don- 
nelly Corp., in Chicago. 


Shuptrine Heads Memphis Guild 
Craig Shuptrine, news editor for 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, de- | 
feated Igor Ivan, WMPS news com- 
mentator, for presidency of the 
Newspaper Guild of Memphis, suc- 
ceeding Kenneth Moffett, promotions 
editor for The Press-Scimitar. 
Other new officers are: Vice- 
President, Dick Breese and Ida 
Clemens, telegraph and fashion edi- 
ters respectively for The Com-| 
mercial Appeal, and Pete Swim, 
Press-Scimitar reporter; John Rogers 
and Emory Grinnell, reporters for 
The Commercial Appeal and Press- 
Scimitar respectively, named secre- 
tary-treasurer and recording secre- 
tary. 

Memphis Guild voted to plank 


} 





important posts. 


the ivy school background. 





Scribblers As Statesmen 


‘Join the Fourth Estate to Get Into the Diplomatic Service’ seems to 
be the slogan in South America, as the result of rapidly increasing 
expansion of Yanqui diplomatic missions south of the border. 
with which the State Department has augmented its forces in Latin- 
America has made the move necessary. 

In several capitals Embassies unable to get men from Washington 
have raided the ranks of correspondents and press service men and 
found the newshawks make ideal aides. 
vestigating work for which their 
makes them particularly adaptable, and others are getting even more 


Speed 


Some are being used for in- 
training as typewriter chauffeurs 


In many Latin republics U.S. newsmen assigned to the spots are the 
only Yanquis available for such work, possessing the qualifications 
which include knowledge of the country and language even without 
More progressive officials have welcomed 
the new life being injected into good neighboring by the newshawks. 
Many who have long been telling what should be done in articles are 
now getting a chance to prove what they can do. 








llevel. St. Lawrence Paper Mills, 
Three Rivers, Quebec; Price Bros., 
' Consolidated Paper, Donnacona Pa- 
| per, Abitibi Power and Paper in On- 
ario, Bathurst Power and Paper, 
Brunswick, and International 
Power and Paper, Newfoundland, 
continue at a high rate of operations 
calculated to cover all newsprint re- 
quirements in the U. S. A. 

Shortage, if any, would material- 
ize from transportation priorities 
rather than supply problem. 





Jack Lockhart As Censor 


Jack Lockhart, managing editor of 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal 
and its one-time drama-film critic, 
has taken leave of absence from his 
post to head the night staff in the 
Press Section of the Office of Cen- 
sorship in Washington. Lockhart 
joins John Sorrells, executive editor 
for the Scripps-Howard chain and 
publisher of the Memphis paper, who 
also took leave recently to chairman 
the Press Section. 

R. F. Paine, Jr., son of the late 
‘Uncle Bob’ Paine, one of the 
Scripps-Howard founders, has been 
promoted from the copy desk to act- 
ing managing editor of the Appeal 
in Lockhart’s absence. 


Gyp’s New Yorker Series 


‘Baby June and Her Pals,’ series 
of six pieces by Gypsy Rose Lee, 


starts March 26 in the New Yorker. | 
| Deals with show biz background. 
would apparently be Miss | 


‘June’ 
Lee’s younger sister, 
Havoc. 

Mike Todd, who manages Miss Lee, 
has in mind a series of ‘family’ pic- 
tures from the series, rather than 
a play as has become a New Yorker 


actress June 





$1,006 on line for defense bonds 
from its reserve fund. 
AP Vice N. Y. City News 

With demise of New York City 
News Association last week, Associ- 
ated Press took over coverage of 
most of the beats the local coopera- 
tive organization formerly handled. 
Many of them were consolidated and 
AP hired only about 30 of the al- 
most 106 former City News em- 
ployees. 

City News’ leesed wire circuit was 


abolished and local reports are be- | 
ing fed the papers on the regular | 


AP system. It is understood that 
no additional assessment has been 
made on the N. Y. papers yet for 


the additional AP coverage, but it is | 


likely increased fees will be levied 
later. 





Brady in Doug Churchill’s Spot 


Thomas F. Brady will continue on 
a ‘semi-permanent’ basis as Holly- 
the New 
Brady, former assist- 
ant to Douglas Churchill, took over 
died several weeks 


wood correspondent 
York Times. 


for 


when Churchill 
ago. 


| ing 
| wound up on the Broadway boards. 


custom. 


with ‘Life With Father,’ 





| 
| Three Texas Papers Sold 


Sale of the Brownsville, Herald, 
+e Valley Morning Star of Harlin- 
gen and the Valley Evening Moni- 
| tor of McAllen, ali in Texas, to Leo 
E. Owens of Carmel, California, was 
announced by the widow of Hubert 
the three 
| papers in 1937 and died two years 


| 


R. Hudson, who bought 


} ago. 


Paul Pioneer Press and Dispatch. 


Literary Thief Pleads Guilty 


sell, former Ohio State prison 
|mate, pleaded guilty last week 


|mails to defraud. 


of interviewers 
officials and 


faked stories 
prominent 


Times’ has been flooded with ap- ae 


plications for the Hollywood 


ents from other papers and mags 
Menagement, however, has deter- 


mined to let the present 


draft status, which is now clouded. 





Posthumous Memoirs 


Philip Goodman, erstwhile theatri- 


cal producer, publisher and adman, 
who died in 1940, will have his 
‘Franklin Street’ published this 
month by Alfred A. Knopf. Henry L. 
Mencken, who got hold of the un- 
published manuscript, turned it over 
to Knopf, his own publisher. 
It deals with Goodman’s 
youth in Philadelphia. 


ribald 





Newsprint Production OK 
Although there is currently talk of 
a threatened newsprint shortage, re- 
ports from the huge newsprint mills 


in Canada show that tonnage is be- | 


ing maintained at an unusually high 


post, 
both from New ‘York newspaper and 
film men and from Coast correspond- | tory as leading evening paper in Los 
Herald-Express 
gave over the bottom half of page 
situation a class 
continue indefinitely, or at least until 
there is some clarification of Brady’s 


Hearst Bows to Advertising 


: Angeles, 


Hearst’s 


three to a display ad for 
women’s wear shop. 


Sheet’s 


layouts and news features. 





LITERATI OBITS 





Many of its series, start- 
have 


newspaper reporter for 37 years, 
died there Feb. 12. He had covered 
the courthouse run for the Herald- 
Express for 26 years. 





CHATTER 


George Jessel and publisher Ralph 
Ingersoll of PM (N. Y.) have been 
talking about a ‘Last Night in New 
York’ chatter column the comedian 
may do for the 5c tab. 

Jim McClean is ex-radio editor of 
the Miami News, upped to feature 
ed. 

AP has transferred T. S. Adams, 
Little Rock (Ark.) bureau chief, to 
Chicago. Pugh Moore shifted from 
Memphis, Tenn., as successor, 

Allen Chellas, formerly managing 
editor of Parade Sunday supplement 
of PM, N. Y. tab daily, has become 


editor of Click magazine. Succeeds 
Bob Rogers. 
Bennett Cerf, prez of Random 


House, which publishes most of the 
Broadway plays in book form, com- 


plains that the paucity of new dra- | 


matic hits has curtailed his output. 

Gene Roper, red-haired singing 
copyboy for Memphis Commercial 
Appeal, has been accepted for tech- 
nical duty in the Air Corps and 
shipped to Camp Keesler in Missis- 
sippi for training. Roper last sum- 
mer was in supporting roles for 
operettas at the Memphis Open Air 
Theatre. 


Pix Unit Prod. 











| made 


| bombed 





Continued from page 3 


emphasis decidedly on _ quality 
rather than quantity pictures. 

War, with rising costs, priorities 
and increasing shortage of help, is 
accelerating the quality vs. quantity 
trend and thus, with it, the move 
toward the units. Although studios 
have felt the pinch of priorities rel- 
atively little so far, the draw-string 
is being pulled tighter and tighter 





Owens formerly published the St. 


Guiseppi Roselli, alias Joseph Rus- 
in- 
in 
| Federal Court in Buffalo to using the 


He had been charged with theft- 
ing previously published stories and 
|selling them to national magazines, 
|including Reader’s Digest, under his 
|Own name, as well as with selling | 
with 
celebrities. 


For the first time in its long his- 


P. 3 has rated as second | 
show window, running heavily to art 





James P. Rooney, 35, Springfield, 
Mass., Evening Union sports reporter 
and columnist, died Feb. 10 at his 
home in Springfield following a 
heart attack suffered while offici- 
ating at a basketball game. 

Mrs. Alice Hegan Rice, 72, author 
of the novel ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab- 
bage Patch,’ died Feb. 10 in Louis- 
ville. Book was published in 1901 
and was her greatest achievement, 
although she subsequently wrote 
many other stories and articles. It 
was produced on the legit stage and 
as a film. 

E. Allen Phillips, 64, Los Angeles 


on everything for civilian use and it 


| is figured only a matter of time be- 
| fore there will be a definite demand 


| that fewer pictures be made. Fewer 


| pictures mean more personal atten- | __ 

|lin D. Roosevelt, whose niche in the 

|achieve that is by the unit system. | hearts of humanity is established 
2 ov * “4 

}and secure. 


| tion to each and the best way to 








a unit head instead of studio pro- 
duction exec, 

Mark Hellinger has left 20th-Fox 
and is understood setting a new con- 
nection. Hunt Stromberg (whose 
$337,000 in 1941 made him second 
only to Louis B. Mayer in earnings 
at the studio) scrapped his contract 
with Metro and is arranging an indie 
berth. He may hook up with UA. 

James and William Cagney have 
organized a unit and are talking 
things over with both WB and UA. 
Latter has the inside track. Walter 
Wanger recently left UA for Uni- 
versal. Sol Lesser and Gabriel 
Pascal, after quitting UA for RKO, 
are going back to UA. Alfred Hitch- 
cock has made a deal with Uni- 
versal. Ben Hecht has signed with 
Fox to produce, direct and write, 
while RKO has recently added Pare 
Lorentz. ° 

RKO and UA Rosters 

RKO’s long list, incidentally, in- 
cludes Harold Lloyd, Welles, Disney, 
William Hewks, Damon Runyon, 
Jack Votion and William Dieterle. 
UA’s list includes Chaplin, Selznick, 
Korda, Edward Small and Hal Roach. 
Murray Silverstone, former chief of 
world-wide UA operations, may get 
on the UA bandwagon of producers 
shortly. Harold Hurley, who was 
set, left a couple weeks ago because 
UA execs felt his budgets should be 
higher. 

Charles Boyer is said to be ar- 
ranging an indie unit to work at 
Universal, where Frank Lloyd’s out- 
fit is already established. Goldwyn 
is currently in the air, having com- 
pleted his recent deal with RKO 
and not certain whether he'll stay 
on or depart. 

Although Metro doesn’t use the 
unit system directly, it has for years 
allowed considerable latitude in 
picking stories and players by its 
top producers, including such men 
as Stromberg, J. Walter Ruben, Pan- 
dro Berman and Edwin Knopf. 








Political Friend 


Continued from page 4 


trouble to see why Dean Landis in- 
vited him to join OCD. Had they 
the slightest research they 
would have discovered that the very 
things which Melvyn Douglas will 
direct were considered essential to 
civilian morale in London and the 
areas of Great Britain. 
There, in its darkest hour, the peo- 
ple cried for entertainment, or some 
diversion while hell rained from the 
skies, and ENSA provided this re- 
laxation. The creative arts were 
deemed essential to the prosecution 
of the war effort. The organiza- 
tion of cartoonists, artists, writers, 
dancers and all who had some God- 





given talent has been thorough. And 


these people are doing their utmost | 


|\to keep Great Britain cheerful. Why 
should college dramatic societies, 
singing groups, writers, composers 


and others of like ability be denied 
their place in the war effort, espe- 


cially as they have cheerfully volun- 
| teered their services? 


I make no defense of Mrs. Frank- 


Her sympathy, kindness, 


Coin Angles : 
: sd . | energy and brains have ever been 
How independent hs production lapplied to helping the  under- 
}unit is varies greatly. Hinge is| privileged and the weak of the 


mainly whether a producer can pro- 
| vide his own financing or whether 
he must depend’*on studio coin, Be- 
yond that, independence allowed 
any producer, even those completely 
dependent on the studio for money, 


| reputation. If he can walk out at 
any time and pick up a job at a 
rival studio, he’s plenty independent. 
Typical of the first class are Samuel 
Goldwyn and David O. Selznick: of 
the second class, Hunt Stromberg 
and Orson Welles. 

| Although that old adage about a 
producer (or actor, or writer) being 


as good as his last picture presents | 


too many fluid considerations for any 


unit heads, those rated by a quick 
| industry survey of past perform- 
ances include Goldwyn, Selznick, 


Jesse L. Lasky, Cecil B. DeMille. 
Walt Disney, Charles Chaplin, Orson 
Welles, Preston Sturges, Jules Levey 
and Alexander Korda. 
Many Moves 

Hollywood has become such a 
checkerboard of jumping producers 
that it’s almost impossible to keep 
up with the moves. Recent changes 
have seen William LeBaron leave 
his berth at Paramount to head a 
| unit at 20th-Fox; Howard Benedict 
| leave RKO for Universal; Reeves 
| Espy leave vice-presidency of Sam- 
| uel Goldwyn, Inc., to join RKO; 
! Charles R. Rogers transfer his unit 
| from Columbia to United Artists; 
| Arthur Hornblow leave Par for 
| Metro; and Hal Wallis switch his 
pact with Warner Bros. to make him 





|OCD she g 


varies directly with his ability and | 





world. 


importance, and I have yet to hear 
her voice on the radio, or as ex- 
pressed in. her daily column, except 
that it was directed to helping those 
who need encouragement and as- 
sistance. The First Lady of America 
is the greatest woman of this gen- 
eration. All the combined efforts of 
carping political critics fail to mar 
her record of achievement. ' Nor can 
the amusement industry ever forget 
that she has been the staunch friend 
of its stars and lesser personalities. 
_ This letter is prompted by irrita- 
tion that the organized industry— 


} | barring the protest of ‘Variety,’ the 
incontrovertible listing of the top 10 | 
| sonal 


Screen Actors 


pleas of 


Guild, and the 
Eddie Cantor 


per - 
and 


| Olsen and Johnson—has kept silent 


under a scurrilous and contemptuous 
attack. It seems to me that the in- 
dustry is big enough to have a mili- 
tant policy, instead of the usual fear, 
timidity and_ indecision. Melvyn 
Douglas was just the symbol of this 
blitzkrieg at the Capitol, its under- 
currents lie deeper and closely resem- 
ble some of the very things that 
America is girded to overthrow in 
this battle to sustain freedom. 

(Editor’s Note: The above was 
written by one who prefers to be 
acknowledged as ‘a political friend 
of Hollywood. He requested that 
his name be withheld.) 





‘Ice-Capades of 1942’ booked for 
five days at Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum, Fort Worth, beginning 





April 12. 


By affiliating actively with | 
ave the office dignity and | 





ee, 


House Reviews 


as ONntinued from page 38 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 














other generation, after whi 
does a _ prizefight iraveats: Roe 
Royce follows with impersonatio 
of strippers Ann Corio, Margie Hart 
and Georgia Sothern, climaxed 
her familiar dove dance. Then come 
another production number top ~ 
by an interesting adagio routine b 
Latasha and Laurence. Next to lat 
act comprises knockabout comedy b 
Harold Boyd and His Jigsaws, noah 
for several solid laughs. Closer ig g 
Latin-American production number 
House was about two-thirds full at 
the final show Friday (13). —__ Hobe. 





COLONIAL, DAYTON 


(‘MEET THE PEOPLE’) 





Dayton, O., Feb. 14, 
Jimmy Alexander, Joey Faye 
Robin, Elizabeth Talbot - Manne 
Buddy Pepper, Lorraine Krueger, 
Marion Colby, Howard Blaine, Jack 
Albertson, Dorothy Roberts; ‘Blondie 
Goes to College (Col). 





Tabloid version of ‘Meet the Peo. 
ple’ provides an entertaining hour, 
though some of the material is not 
worthy of the participants’ talent, 
A number of the principals of the 
Coast and Broadway ‘People’ ver- 
sions are current. 


Jimmy Alexander, back in his 
home town for his first professional 
appearance, pleases mightily. He 
has the lead straight-singing role, 
and in that capacity opens the show 
with Sue Robin as ‘Miss Hollywood’ 
He appears several times through- 
out the show. 

For Alexander’s ‘Stars Remain’ 
song a pretty stage setting is pro- 
vided. ‘Fellow and a Girl,’ also sung 
with Miss Robin, pictures two young- 
sters looking for the break the world 
owes them. Both songs are bur- 
lesqued in swing by  poker-faced 
— Colby, niftiest looker in the 
outfit. 


Accomplished on impersonations is 
Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, who uses 
such notables as Katharine Hepburn, 
Zorina, Bette Davis and Garbo to il- 
lustrate how they might sing ‘Where 
Has My Little Dog Gone,’ concluding 
with a rather broad aping of Eleanor 
Roosevelt. 

‘Same Old South’ is given a pro- 
duction number in the style of the 
old song-and-dance acts by Jack Al- 
bertson and Buddy Pepper, while ‘In 
Chi Chi Castenango’ is given a color- 
ful interpretation by Miss Colby and 
the ensemble, affording opportunity 
for the inevitable rhumba and tango. 

Cleverest of the skits is one in 
which Howard Blaine lectures to his 
department store employees, appeal- 
ing to their intellect on the subject 
‘Shall we or shall we?’ In this the 
young folks face the audience sitting 
on a long bench and the fun comes 
from their patomimic expressions re- 
flecting the speaker’s thoughts. 

Joey Faye gives evidence of com- 
edy talent, but most of his stuff looks 
as if it has been rescued from bur- 
lesque and given a bath 

The full-stage rendition of ‘Elmer’s 
Wedding Day,’ with the entire com- 
pany in bucolic costumes, is breezily 
done and leads into the finale, in 
which Alexander gives a punchy in- 
terpretation of the ‘Bill of Rights 
song. 

Pepper is a flip little dancer but 
hardly has opportunity to show that 
he can tap before he’s succeeded by 
another act. He teams with Lor- 
raine Krueger on the hoof. Miss 
Lorraine also teams with Alexander 
in singing, and contributes a brief 
solo tap. Kany. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 


Lawrence Welk Orch (15), with 
Jayne Walton, William Taylor; Bob 
Belmont; George Rogers & Co. (3); 
Dorothy Hild Dancers (16); ‘Sullt- 
vans Travels’ (Par). 


Lawrence Welk remains an out 
standing Chicago orchestra favorite. 
He has become established solidly 
with his polka music and the ligh 
treatment of tunes has made the 
orchestra distinctive and listenable. 
His type of music has enough to ab 
tract both oldsters and youngsters. 

Band has a flock of novelties full 
of solid showmanship. Vocaliss 
with the outfit are excellent, wit 
Jayne Walton particularly indicating 
plenty of sockeroo, William Tayio 
baritones capably. : 

Bob Belmont clicks with = 
marionet act, as usual. Geore 
Rogers Trio is a splendid adagio an 





acrobatic turn, with some tosses the 
had this audience on the edge 0 
seats. 

usually 


Dorothy Hild turns in her t 
excellent job with line coming UP 
with outstanding routines in a Pp? 
and military precision number. Ps 

Business great at first show a 
day (14). Gold. 
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Broadway 


— -—_— 


ast for vacation. 


c 
Spencer trey orfman vacation- 


Legit p.a, Nat 
ing in Florida. 
Nick Holde is general manager for 
‘Johnny 2 X 4. 
Music pub E. B. Marks due back 
tro. Miami Beach in a fortnight. 

A. Lightman, Par partner in 
phis, in town during past week. 
Griffis, who has been in 
d Mexico, due back this 


Mem 
Stanton 
Florida an 
week. 
Humphrey Doulens, of Columbia 
Concerts C 
Eddy. 
Another N. Y. 
operation, the 
Broadway. ‘ 
Victor Steibel, of the Warner art 
department, leaves today (Wed.) for 
Camp Upton. o 
yunt Picts has picked up 
ee on Gil Lamb and Cass Daley 


theatre to Brandt 
Areade on upper 


options 

for another year. | 
rence Jacobson, back with 

orey and Bess’ (Majestic), lost 

prother last week. | 

Rebecca Brownstein, of Equity 


counsel, back from Florida, but still 
has throat irritation. 

John Maschio, of Leland Hay- 
ward’s office on the Coast, east for 
a couple of weeks stay. 

One nitery, in trouble financially, 
has inspired the wheeze, ‘Let's go 
over to Blank’s Gay 77b.’ 

David Golding, trade paper re- 
porter, will be inducted into the 
army tomorrow (Thursday). 

Publicist Seaman Jacobs pencilled 
in for the draft. Benny Goodman 
also took his physical t’other day. 

Emanuel Cantor back with “They 
Should Have Stood in Bed’ (Mans- 
field). James P. Davis is agenting. 

Collette Lyons into ‘Banjo Eyes’ 
(Hollywood), replacing Audrey 
Christie, who is going into ‘Without 
Love.’ 

George Jean Nathan wanted to see 
the Jessel baby so George brought 
her into the ‘21’ lobby, her first visit 
to.a saloon. 

Harry (MCA) Moss back from 
Florida; also band booker Moe Gale 
who scrammed to Chi pronto to 0.0. 
his Inkspots. 

Ginger Rogers arrived 
(16) for vacation. She’s 
guesting with the Bennett Cerfs, Mrs. 
C. being her cousin. 

Now it’s the Air Raid Shelter Res- 
taurant, new pop-priced eatery on 
W. 52d, with Sonya Corday, formerly 
in films, managing it. 

George Gilbert, ex-‘Variety’ copy- 
boy, now in the Navy, was among 
the sailors hospitalized as result of 
the Normandie disaster. 


Monday 


Jack Robbins, Bob Musel and Har- | 


old Conrad, latter two newspaper 
_ of the music pub, to Miami 

each this weekend for a quickie. 

Bob Fleischer resigned from office 
staff of Authors’ League of America 
and joined Army Air Corps. He is at 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., being trained 
for ground service. 


Save-the-rubber manifesting itself par ion 
| Lafayette, 


a-plenty among 
execs, et al, who normally 
their cars the year round. 
they’re up on jacks. 

Coast writer Paul Jarrico and his 
wife vacationing in New York. He 
and Ted Collins just: sold ‘Wonder 
Boy’ script to Universal. He’s not 
the radio Ted Collins. 

Fefe Ferry’s closing down of his 
Monte Carlo Beach, and concen- 
trating on the Monte Carlo 
nitery—the Beach was the annex— 
saves him a $400 weekly loss. 

Al Daff, Universal's Far 
supervisor, has arrived in N. Y. 
direct from the active fighting zone 
near Singapore and Batavia, after 
about 45 days on a tramp steamer. 

Plenty of U.S. bonds and stamps 
€ing sold in the class cafes. The 
Versailles got its first free party of 
four last week, a bonus to ay quar- 


showfolk, industry 
drive 
Now 


tet buying a $1,000 bond on the 
premises. 
It. may be Lieut Commander 


George Jesse] soon. 


He’s taking his 
Physical for a 


orp., on tour with Nelson | 


house- | 





| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


} 
| 


the service, is expected at the AMPA 
luncheon in the Hotel Edison to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Gene Raymond, in town now, 
states that the frau, Jeannette Mac- 
Donald, offered her services gratis 
for a Red Cross fund tour, providing 
her basic R.R. expenses were de- 
frayed by the Red Cross, but the lat- 
ter couldn’t see it that way. 

Lou Mindling, ex-CBS and last 
Xavier Cugat’s manager, now at 
Great Lakes (Mich.) Naval Training 
Station in the band booking office, 
made his first visit back to Broad- 
way this weekend when his sister 
got married. Mindling’s superior 
officer is Lieut. E. E. (Eddie) Pea- 
body, former banjoist-emcee. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Joe Erber, vet showman and 
booker, has consolidated with George 
Bentley, another local hooker. 


Oscar Johnson, prez and angel of | 


the St. Louis symph society, now as- 
signed to. morale office at Camp 
Crowder, Mo. 


Charles Mound, owner-operator of 
the Manchester, Manchester, Mo., re- 
cently damaged by fire, will give the 
entire house a facelifting. 

Walter Light in town adjusting in- 
surance loss in connection with the 
blaze that destroyed his Joy theatre, 
Chester, Il. at a $40,000 loss. 

Exhibs shopping in film row in- 


clude Caesar Berutt, Rolla, Mo.; Ed | 
Fellis, Hillsboro, Ul.; J. Meyer, Cuba, | 


Mo.: Tom Baker, Bunker Hill, IL; 
Charles Rudolph, Troy, Mo.; Leo 
Keiler and Harry Moore, Paducah, 


y. 

‘Michael and Mary,’ current at the 
St. Louis Little theatre. Cast, di- 
rected by Gordon Carter, 
Charles Selwyn, Ellen Peltason, John 
Todd, Jr., Charles Belman, Al Miller, 
Al Hohengarten, Betty Jordan. Dale 
Douglas, Bebe Wiggins, Jeanne 
Fevre, Dorothy Bird, Lucien Sxmnon 
and George Splevin. 


| 








a? 
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Band Bookings — 
= Continued from page 32———_ 











ville, S. C.; 8, Aud., Asheville, N. C.; 
9, Armory, Atlanta, Ga. 

Count Basie, Feb. 21, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati; 27, week, Oriental thea- 
tre, Chicago; March 6, 
tre, Cleveland: 13, week, Palace 
theatre, Detroit: 20, week, Regal the- 


atre, Chicago; 27, week, Riverside | 
theatre, Milwaukee. 
Will Bradley, Feb. 27-March 1, 


Raymor B., Boston; March 7, Carle- 
ton C., Northfield, Min.; 
Town B., St. Louis. 
Duke Ellington, Feb. 24, Dover C., 
Toronto, Can.; 25, Memorial Aud., 
Buffalo; 27-March 5, Howard theatre, 
Washington, D. C.; Royal theatre, 
Baltimore; 13, week, Earle theatre, 


Philadelphia; 20, week, Stanley the- | 
indef, Tri- | 


atre, Pittsburgh; April 2, 


|}anon, Los Angeles. 


main } 


20, Purdue U., 
Kemper M. A., 


Reggie Childs, Feb 
Ind.: 21, 
Boonesville, Mo. 
Hank D’Amico, March 
B., Youngstown, O. 
Earl Hines, Feb. 23, Elk’s 
Cambridge, Md.;: 26, Music Hall, Cin- 
cinnati; 27, Nu-Elms B., Youngs- 
town, O.; 28, Memorial Hall, Dayton; 


10, Nu-Elm 


March 6, Paradise theatre, Detroit. 
Red Norvo, Feb. 21. Shubert the- 
atre, New Haven; 22, Laddin’s Ter- 


race, Stamford, Conn.; 26-March 4, 


| Adams theatre, Newark, N. J. 


' 
East 


' 


Ted Lewis, Feb. 20, Denham the- 


iatre, Denver; 28-March 1, Paramount 


theatre, Salt Lake; March 5-April 15, 
Bal Taberin, San Francisco 

Paul Whiteman, Feb. 21, Sweet's 
B., Sacramento; 22, Sweet’s B., Oak- 
land, Cal. 


| On-the-Upbeat — 
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R P commission Major |' 
Oy S mv oey eae Hs 4 . : 
oe A ost (mystery _ Scripter for | Chicago’s O’Henry Ballroom for four 
adio) takes charge in D.C. next}. 21. 
Ww eek also. | WEEKS. 
Irving Zussman, who sold out in | So 
the Hurricane, plans reopening Gay | Teddy Powell band replaces Ray 
White Way as a Bowery (Detroit) | Herbeck’s at Log Cabin, Armonk, | 
j i | 7 a ; 
or Latin Quarter (Boston) nitery.|N. Y., for a date which, with options 


ou Walters of the latter would be | may keep it there 20 weeks. 
| 


associated. 


Billy de Wolfe (Club Versailles) | 


|Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal., for 


dug up an old ‘Artists and Models’ 
Program, 1925 edition, and showed 


ack Oakie, guest that evening in | Six 


Cab Calloway orchestra goes to 
a 


weeks, opening July 9. First 


the nitery, that both were chorus date on coast for Calloway in years. 


Oys in the same revue. 
gbland Johaneson (Mrs. 
aynor) former film 


ae, did - original sketches and | 
r n of t ose ; 

MMMGN show at takecue ite 
Week. 


Seadler to the Coast this week- 
1d for his annual Metro siudio 0.0. 
~ — time he will attend wedding 
a ne, Millhauser, his niece, the 
in ter of WB scripter Bertram 
ros auser, who weds Pat Howell 
Saturday (21). 
% ontingent from the Army’s Train- 
ue ilm Production Unit at Fort 
“onmouth, N. J. including a num- 


Leonard | 


at Lebanon, N. J., last | 4 





ber of former Hollywoodites now in 


Frankie Masters gocs into the 


Mir critic of the} Roosevelt Hotel, N. Y., again April 
- Mirror, has turned playwright.|3, replacing Guy Lombardo. He 


Masters 


stays until summer closing. 
laced Lombardo similarly in 
40. 

Tommy Tucker orchestra opens | 
long-delayed stay at Essex House, | 
New York, March 31, staying until 
Sammy Kaye returns. 


Brad Gowans, trombonist. cur- 
rently at Nick’s in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, joins Roy McKinley in March 
and may play mellophone / 


| 
| 


London 


H. W. Nevinson, journalist and 
War correspondent, left 
$60,000 


Walter Landauer, of the piano duo 
of Rawicz and Landauer, married in 
London Jan. 12. 

Firth Shephard anxious to get 
Flanagan and Allen for his next mu- 
sical in the West End. 


Not generally known that Maurice 


department at Chappell’s. 

Joe Friedman, head of Columbia 
Pictures, finally here from America 
after nine days’ interim in New- 
foundland. 

Joe Loss beat all-time attendance 
record at Green's Playhouse, Glas- 
gow, showing $12,000 for first week 





includes | 


Palace thea- | 


10-23, Tune- 


Ca é ino, 


in January. 
Tom Bostock, Jack Hylton 


| 
} 


| 
| 





around | 


Jack Purcell and Billy Wat, in Ina 
Ray Hutton’s band at Stanley. 

Bill Thunhurst and Mary Evelyn 
Ducey have leads in next Playhouse 
show, ‘Green Grow the Lilacs.’ 

University of Pittsburgh Players 
will close their season next month 


| with production of ‘The Women.’ 


and | 


William Mollison to Manchester and | 


Liberpool to take a glimpse at the 
pan‘imimes and shows there. 
Windmill theatre celebrated its 
10th anniversary Feb. 8 with its 
| present policy of non-stop revue, It 


|never closed through all the air 
raids here. 
Columbia Pictures claims that 


from all indications George Form- 


| (“Marked Lives’), 


Fred Kelly, Gene Kelly’s brother, 
who subbed for him in ‘Time of 
Your Life’ on tour, off to the army. 

Milton Golden, former assistant 
manager at WB Squirrel Hill theatre 
in army air corps at Maxwell Field, 


: | Alabama. 
| Evans used to work in the accounts Alabama 
| 


Backstage misunderstanding at 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ last week al- 
most brought Charles Laskey, Zo- 
rina’s ballet partner, and a Bulletin- 
Index photographer to blows. 





Buenos Aires 


Ry Ray Josephs 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ passed 150th | 


performance mark at the Astral. 
Carlos Borcosque finished new pic 

for Sono and already working on an- 

other. 

Marcadas’ 

Mecha 


finished ‘Vidas 


starring 


Baires 


| Ortiz and Jorge Rigaud. 


| by’s latest, ‘South American George,’ | 
will gross 40% more than any of his | 
| for aid in setting up Credito Indus- 


predecessors. 
Douglas McCraith, director of Stoll 


, circuit for the past 13 years, has be- | 
corporation | 


|come chairman of the 
| as successor to Sir Oswald Stoll. He 
succeeded his father as _ family 
solicitor. 

Evelyn Dall is to be leading femme 


in Arthur Askey pic which Gains- | 
| borough is making. Supporting are | 


| 


{Ambrose and Ann Shelton, with 


| Manning Sherwin and Val Guest to | 


| tunesmith. 


|Esdaile tor lease of Prince of Wales 


theatre. First show will be ‘Happi- | 
| drome,’ radi6é feature, which is to 
| have several West End names in- 


' jected for this showing. 


Max Milder has signatured Joe 


Loss, Osear Rabin, Vera Lynu, Max |} 


Miller and the Ambrose Octet to 
play from one to two weeks at Re- 
gal, Marble Arch, where cine- 
variety policy is being introduced. 
Cyril Maude to celebrate his 80th 
| birthday April 24, with a _ special 
matinee at the Haymarket theatre, 
for which he is gathering a host of 
star names. He will donate the pro- 
|ceeds to the RAF Benevolent Fund 
'and Actors’ Benevolent Fund. 
! Naunton Wayne jumped _ from 
| ‘Black Vanities’ into O’Bryen, Lin- 
net & Dunfee’s ‘Good Night Chil- 


which opened last week at the New 
theatre. 
who had picture commitments. 





| 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Major Bowrs unit into St. Paul 
| Orpheum. 
Barclay McCarty here ahead of 


‘Life With Father.’ 

Moishe Oysher, Yiddish star, here 
for one-night singing date. 

Harry Siebert, of Columbia Pix, 
joined U. S. Naval Reserve. 

Both sons of ‘Kelly’ Evidon, of 
Warners, now with armed forces. 


Policemen’s all-star benefit show 


now set for Auditorium in April. 
Shriners’ annual indoor circus set 
for week of March 2 at Auditorium 


Ruben Overmoe of Twin City Va- 
riety Club joined VU. S. Medical 
Corps 

Warners reports big exhibitor de- 
mand for ‘Red’ Skelton short reissue 
Seeing Red.’ 

Twin City Variety Club staging 
midnight show at Orpheum for Red 
Cross benefit March 10. 

Guthrie McClintock here’ with 
Katharine Cornell, smoothing out 
‘Rose Burke’ at Lyceum 


Hal Horne had four men in Twin 
Cities for ‘How Green Grows My 
Valley’ exploitation and publicity. 

Fifty-two Minnesota Amus. Co 
(Parnmount circuit) collected $4.- 
063.61 for March of Dimes campaign 

Marie Gale, former dramatic stock 
leading woman here and widow of 
Buzz’ Bainbridge, appearing 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre produc- 
tion of ‘The Women.’ 

a 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Rosey Rowswell up and around 
again after battling flu. 

Phil Davis, continuity chief at 


WCAE. standing by to don khaki any | 


day now. 
Yacht Club has booked in a regu- 


lar vaude unit, ‘Fun for the Money,’ | 


week of March 6. 


Dick Lambert in town beating 
drums for eighth local engagement 


of ‘Tobacco Road.’ 

Nita Norman, Lou Breese’s new 
vocalist, used to sing with Herman 
Middleman at Nixon Cafe. 

Van Kirk out of Yacht Club after 
four-week stay for engagement at 
Club Charles in Baltimore. 

Art Barker group at Hotel Roose- 
velt down from foursome to trio. 
singer Carole Daye leaving. 

Baron Elliot’s trombone ace, Bill 
Dougtas. turned down an offer to 
join Orrin Tucker last week 


Three local lads. Eddie Zandv 


He replaced Leslie Banks, 


Tom Arnold dickering with Alfred | 


dren,’ the new J. B. Priestley play, | 


| by Johnny Desmond. 


| Flojos no 


Asociacion Productores Peliculas 
Argentinas asked Banco de la Nacion 


trial to facilitate future bank loans. 


Luis Saslavsky, back from Holly- | 


wood, signed with Artistas Argen- 
tinos Asoeidados to do one, and pos- 
sibly more, film. “Much interest in 
his account of new Holywood film 
developments. 

Jacques Constant putting finishing 
touches on ‘Sinfonia Argentina’ at 
Pampa. Film already being praise- 
agented as outstanding local-scene 
effort of °42, slanted especially for 
foreign audiences. 

Diplomats returns from Rio con- 
ference were given special presenta- 
tion of opera, ‘La Dolores,’ at the 
Colon’s open-air theatre. Fidela 
Camnina and Antonio Vela, who de- 
buted, made special hit. 

Olinda Bozan going strong in Mon- 
tevideo, Uruguay, with play, ‘Los 
Tienen Historia’ (The 
Weak Have No History’). Has own 


company, including Aidita Luz, Hilda | 


Sour, Oscar Valicelli and Roberto 
Escalada. 

EFA finished ‘La Novela de Un 
Joven Pobre’ (‘The Novel of a Poor 
Young Man’), starring Hugo del 
Carril and Amanda Ledesma. Seati- 
mental comedy adapted 
novel of Octave Feuillet, directed by 
Luis Bayon Herrera. 


Carlos Hugo Christensen started 
work at Lumiton on ‘Su Noche des | 
3odas’ (‘Her Wedding Night’), com- 
edy with Paulina Singerman, Irma j; 
Cordoba, Enrique Serrano, Feiisa 


Mary, Dario Cossier, Aurelia Ferrer | 


and Ricardo Pessano. 

Lumiton reorganized, with exhib 
Joaquin Alberto Lctttaret named new 
prez. Cesar Jose Guerrico, former 
head, became a v.p., and directors in- 
clude megger Luis F. Romero, Adolfo 
Canale, Raul Orzabal de Quintana 
and Frederico Oyarazabal. 
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little to warrant box 
Tommy Ryan vocals. Kaye's slow 
ballad version of reverse is surpris- 
ing since all others are rhythmic 
It’s good but tune’s at its best un- 
der rhythm. Alan Foster vocals 
well. 


Harry James: ‘All for Love- 


Blues 
in Night’ (Col. 36500). Not as strong 
as recent James work, but mute- 


and-string arrangement of first is 


good and boxes will find it worth- 


while. Sonny Saunders’ vocal is 
fair. Reverse sounds like it was 
done in a hurry. Straight instru- 
mental, studded with Jam«¢ open 
horn, it's bit too fast for best re- 
Dinah Shore: ‘Blue Night’- 
Sometimes’ (Blue 11436) Miss 
Shore ; arrangement of ‘Blues’ 
hould be solid box and counte! 
seller, despite headstart of othe 
vel ns At good temp ith 
good accomp she turned il a Biles 
JOD Reverse is a g00d baliad ju 
t vy. 6G merits all n 


1 


Gene Krupa: ‘All Through Night’- 
‘Ball of Fire’ (Okeh 6563). MKrupa’s 
normal fiery pace is sidetracked for 


first; an appealing tune, he does it | 


weil 
possi- 


and it’s vocalled fairly 
Tune’s 


stand out ove 


neatly 


bilities, however, 
its treatment. Reverse is jump stuff 
from ‘Ball of Fire’ film, a repetitious 


riff that will appeal only-to follow- | 


ers of hot jive. 


Barry Wood: ‘I Paid My Income | 
Tax Today’-‘President’s Birthday 
Ball’ (Vic. 27760). This record is 


_set for heavy promotional push by 
| Tax Department, probably to soften 
i impact of collections. 


Wood does a 


ingratiating vocal of it and ma- } 
chines that use will find it good. 


Reverse is bit late salute to F.D.R., 
backing. 


neclible 


from the} 


attention. | 


Hollywood 


Damon Runyon 
vacation. 

Dennis O’Keefe 
throat infection. 

Herbert J. Yates to Houston for 
regional sales meeting. 

Jeanette MacDonald to San Diego 
to sing for the Marines. 
| Jeffrey Lynn, Warners contract 
| player, moves into the Army Feb. 28. 
| Ralph Murphy directing at Para- 
| mount from a wheel chair, foliowing 
ia fall. 

Errol Flynn ordered to pay ad- 
ditional taxes of $5,962 on his 1940 
income. 
| Humphrey 





to Miami for 


laid up with 





Bogart cracked two 


ribs in a rocking chair accident at 
| Warners. 
Oliviz De Havilland reported for 


work at 
vacation. 

Virginia Shelley, actress, filed suit 
| for divorce against Frank Albertson, 
| film player. 

Roy Rogers laid up with a knee 
injury after two horses bumped on 
Republic location. 

Oscar Serlin in town seeking 
talent for his forthcoming Broadway 
production, "The Moon Is Down.’ 

John Huston, who fell from a 
| horse, is back at his director job on 
| the Warners lot after a minor opera- 
tion. 

Howard, Fine and Howard (Three 


Warners after New York 





| Stooges) back at Columbia after 
| seven months of personal appear- 
| ances. 


| Dr. A. H. Giannini, chairman of 
| United Service Organizations in 
| Hollywood, appointed to the na- 
tional directorate. 

Dickie Jones, moppet in Edward 
| Sinall’s ‘Annie Rooney,’ withdrew 
| from the picture with a broken leg, 
sustained in an accident at school. 
| Old Metro studio, landmark of the 
| early film indust in Hollywood, 
has been turned over to the Cali- 
| fornia State Guard as cavalry head- 


1 
| quarters. 


| 
| 





Miami 





Orson Welles paused en route to 


| Fifi D’Orsay thrushing at the Rip- 


} tide. 
| Gene Austin back at Don Lan- 
ning’s. 

Octavius Roy Cohen relaxing at 


| the Lord Tarleton. 
NBC announcer Nelson Case here 
trying to acquire a tan. 
Al Jolson back at the Lord Tarle- 
|ton after tour of army camps. 
John Blair in town for checkup 
/on spot announcement situation. 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
| doing great in local film houses. 
Billy Rose and frau Eleanor Holm 
have taken a chateau for the season. 
Dwight Fiske makes return ap- 
| pearance at Versailles within week. 


Sonja Henie and husband Dan 
| Topping joining sun-seekers this 
| week. 
| Lee Mason, chatter columnist for 
WKAT, is out. No replacement set 
as yet. 


Johnny Downs set for brief vaca- 
tion here after Olympia appearance 


this week. 
Louis Sobol and Danton Walker 
mailing their pillars in from local 


| cabana offices. 


| Tad Darling, WQAM continuity 
|} writer, ha hifted to announc ; 
staff of WFTL 

Yehudi Menuhin’s local contert 
Feb. 24 will be charity affair for 
Russian relief. 


Frances Faye shelved 80 pounds 
prior to training in for session at 
Pago Pago room. 


Bill Hightower, former WIOD 
spieler, has resigned to join radio 
sports staff of Genera] Mill 


Kitty Davis shilling for customers 
by planting ads announcin he'll 
personally chaperon unescorted 
women in her joint. 


Philadelphia 


Arthur Simon, g.m. of WPEN, has 
from Florida. 

Jack Surrick, sales 
WFIL, on an auto tour of the sout! 

WIP’s entire staff has signed up 
for payroll purchase of defense 
pond 

Elaine Barrie’s 
Club Bali has been 
Feb. 20. 
| Ray Morton opened his fourth en- 
|gZagement at the Warwick hotel's 
| cocktail room. 

Gus Van heads the new show at 
| Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof which 
preemed Monday (16). 

Eddie Gray, of the dance team 
Gray and Harlow, will be feted Fri- 
day (20) prior to his induction into 
the army. 

Major Edward Davies, WIP vice- 
| prexy, has resigned as public rela- 
| tions boss of the Philly civilian de- 
| fense setup. 

Val Irving, comic m.c., has had his 
option lifted at the Club Bali for the 
|fourth time. He was originall 
| booked for two weeks, Ile’s now if 
| his seventh. 

Jack Lynch will head for Miami 
next week to attend the wedding of 
| Neil (Sonny) Fontaine, his ex-band- 
|\leader and son of Evan Burrows 
| Fontaine, to Marjorie Dale, formerly 
inf the ‘Hellzenonnin’ tranne 


returned 
manavel of 


at the 
back to 


opening 
moved 


| 
i 
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OBITUARIES 


LOU WISWELL 
Louis C. Wiswell, 77, suicided in his 
Beverly Hills apartment Jan. 29. He 
was formerly. general manager for 
the late Henry W. Savage and went 
to the Coast more than 10 years ago. 
Wiswell, who was the husband of 
Zelda Sears, actress and author who 
died in 1935, was well known to old 
timers. His theatrical activities in- 
cluded managerial posts in Cincin- 
nati and London. A son and daugh- 
ter survive. 


EDWIN MILTON ROYLE 


Edwin Milton Royle, 79, died in 
New York Feb. 16 after an illness 
of more than a year. Listed as one 
of the first collegians to enter show 
business, soon after graduating from 
Princeton in 1883, he appeared in 
vaudeville with Selena Fetter and 
wrote many sketches for old-time 
variety before the turn of the cen- 
tury.. 

Royle’s outstanding fuil-length 
play was ‘The Squaw Man,’ produced 
in 1905 by George C. Tyler, and that 
drama, originally a curtain raiser 
which attracted attention when 
played at a Lambs Gambol, raised 
the late William Faversham to a po- 
sition of star and matinee idol. After 
a long Broadway run, ‘Squaw Man’ 
toured for seasons and was done in 
London as ‘A White Man.’ Besides 
his early vaudeville appearances, 
Royle acted in Edwin Booth’s 
Shakespearean repertory. 

Quite some time before ‘Squaw 
Man’ he wrote ‘Friends,’ in which 
he appeared with Miss Fetter, whom Al Sittig, 50, m.c. and proprietor 
he married. He said that play/of an entertainment bureau, died 
brought him enough royalties to pay | Feb, 13 in.the Sailors and Soldiers 
the rent for many years thereafter. | hospital in Utica, N. Y. Starting as 
In 1912 he wrote ‘The Unwritten 
Law,’ other plays including ‘Marry- 
ing Mary’ and ‘Moonshine’ for 
Marie Cahill, ‘These Are My People,’ 





WILLIAM RIDGEWAY 

William (Bill) Ridgeway, 65, died 
of heart failure in New London, Feb. 
11, where he had been employed in 
a defense plant. He was formerly 
treasurer of the Cort and in the box- 
office of the Biltmore, both New 
York legit houses. 

Ridgeway, who had been off 
Broadway for several years, was re- 
ported ill for some time. 





AL SITTIG 


‘Cleo, ‘The Struggle Everlasting,’ Caldwell H. Brown, Jr. 
*Aftermath,’ ‘Her Way Out,’ ‘The 
Winning of Barbara Worth,’ ‘The 1911-—1936 


Conqueror,’ ‘Barberry Bush,’ ‘Mex- 
ico,’ ‘Launcelot and Elaine. Among 
his books were ‘Edwin Booth As I 
Knew Him,’ ‘Peace and Quiet’ and 
‘The Silent Call.’ ‘Squaw Man’ is | % 
eredited with being the first Holly- | S!¢- 
wood motion picture, Dustin Frr- 
num playing the lead. 

Widow survives, also Selena Royle, 
prominently theatrically now; Jose- 
phine, another daughter, and a sister 
residing in San Francisco. Royle 
was prominent in the activities of 
the Players and Lambs clubs. 





a vaudeville performer, Sittig had 
developed orchestras and taught mu- 
He was a former president of 
the Musicians Union of Utica. 
Survived by his wife, two sons, a 
daughter, mother and two sisters. 





LOUIS WEADOCK 
Louis Weadock, 62, writer, died 
Feb. 11, in Los Angeles, after a fall 
or leap from a hotel window. For- 
merly a newspaper man, Weadock 
F. RAOUL CLEAVER gem to Hollywood 20 years ago as 
F. Raoul Cleaver, 62, film dis-|® film writer and later turned to 
tributor, died Feb. 10 at his home in | ™agazine work. For a time he was 
Saginaw, Mich., following a long ill- j-wernecrups with the Federal Theatre 
ness. Formerly the manager of | Project. 
legitimate theatres in England, he| Surviving are three daughters. 
was identified with the film industry 
in Michigan for more than 30 years. SIR JOSEPH GINZBERG 











son, in New York, Feb. 14. 


press chief for the Pacific Blue Net- 


songwriter; mother is former Eliza- 


Metro cameraman; mother was for- 
merly one of Albert twins of Broad- 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe, son, in 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. He's head of 
recording at Photo & Sound; she’s 
Camilla Romo, NBC singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Rosenfield, Jr.,|Los Angeles, starting tomorrow 
Father | (Thursday) is a discussion of ex- 
tended runs and other policy changes 
to offset the coming shortage of 
product. 











is ad copy chief at 20th-Fox. 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Schimel, 


daughter, Feb, 13, in New York. ; 4 

wpagy a Mba ‘i Hollywood, too, is fully cognizant 
—" is Universal Pictures attor of the cut in its output which will 
ey. 


be forced by chemicals needed in 
celluloid production being switched 
to gunpowder industries. It’s this 
shift in emphasis from quantity to 
quality, in an effort to get greater in- 
come from fewer pictures, that is 
partially responsible to the present 
changeover to the unit production 
system, as detailed on page 3 of this 
issue of ‘Variety.’ 

Although Government priorities 
officials have suggested that 50% 


Mr, and Mrs. Milt Samuel, son, in 
San Francisco, Feb. 16. Father is 


work. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mack Gordon, son, 
in Los Angeles, Feb. 14. Father is 


beth Massey of N. Y. stage. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Salerno, son, 
in Hollywood, Feb. 11. Father is 














way musicals. 


Speeding Up 








He served as publicity man, sales-|_ The Great Sir Joseph Ginzberg, 
man, branch manager, franchise | 79, first in the genre of stooges to 
holder and state’s right distributor | 4ttach themselves to w.k.s., in this 


for Universal, and also as manager | instance Willie Howard, died Feb. | 


Prior to lis re-|17 in French hospital, 

heart disease. 

some time. 
Details in vaudeville section. 


of several houses. 
tiremient two years ago to open aj} 
cafe in Saginaw, he was manager | 
for Imperial Pictures and Powers | 
Pictures in Michigan. 

| 





LALLA SALLBINI 


Widow and son, James, formerly : 
associated with father in the film | Lalla Sellbini, former vaudeville | 
business, survive. | cyclist, died Feb. 12 in Bangor, Mich. | 


| She had retired from the stage 12 


| years ago, having appeared with 
Bert Nagle until then. 





ALLEN L. McCORMICK 
Allen L. McCormick, 59, founder | 
and president of Cinecolor, died Feb. | 
14 in Hollywood following a brief 





illness. Identified with pioneering | family specializing in cycling. 
days of autos, he invented weather | 
strips which were used on early | ALBERT C. ORCUTT 


Ford models and which netted him} Albert C. Orcutt, 86, last surviv- 
a sizeable fortune. At one time he|ing member of the original ‘Old 
held world’s speed record at 68 miles | Homestead’ quartet, famous during 
per hour in a Ford stock car. 

Previous to founding Cinecolor 10 | Mattapan, Mass. 
years ago, he developed two-color 
process used by his firm. He leaves 
widow, son and daughter, latter the 
wife of John King, film 





actor. | in Milwaukee. 


Services and cremation in Holly-|for 35 years with the old German | 
| theatre, of which her husband was 


wood Feb. 16. 





a | treasurer. 
EDWIN MORDANT 





Edwin Mordant, 74, legit and Mrs, Dorothy N. Griffis, 49, former 
screen actor, died in Hollywood | wife of Stanton Griffis, chairman of 
Feb. 15. He began his career in| the executive committee of Para- 
Baltimore in 1891 and then toured | mount Pictures, Inc., died Feb. 12 


for five years with Charles Froh- | 
man’s road companies and a decade since 1937. 
in stock. 
Among the plays in which he ap- | 

peared were ‘The Great Divide’ in ; rchestr 
1908, White Slave’ in 1011. 1 saten | the Tommy Tucker orchestra, 
, , In which | died unexpectedly Feb. 13 in Macon, 


he toured with his wife, Grace|G rj i 

Atwell; ‘Business Before hem linen ae 

and ‘Spanish Love.’ Since 1932 he | 

had appeared in many film produc- | 

tions. | of 
Surviving is his widow. 


in Tucson. She had been divorced 


Sister, 34, of Joe Galkin, manager 





Mrs. Hannah Grossman, 64, mother 
Paul Small and Arthur Gross- 
man, both agents, died Feb. 14 in 
New York after a long iliness. 





FELIX POWELL 
Felix Powell, 60, composer of ‘Pack | Carolyn B. Carter, 84, formerly as- 
Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit | sociated with Oliver’ Morosco in 
Bag,’ died Feb. 10 in Brighton, Sus- show business, died Feb. 11 ‘in Los 
sex, after having been shot at the Angeles, after a long illness : 
headquarters of the Home Guard, | wl ~ 
Peacehaven, Sussex, where he was a Jacob Israel, 51, long associated 
staff sergeant. It was not explained | with Vitagraph, Inc., prior to his re- 
how he sustained the fatal wound. tirement two years ago, died Feb. 10 
Powell’s one hit song was first put ; at his home in Milwaukee. 
away as a failure, then entered in a |} 
music publisher’s song contest. It | Mother, 73, of Jack Miller, orches- 
became one of the outstanding song | tra leader on the Kate Smith broad- 
hits of World War I. | casts, died in Boston Feb. 6. 











He had been ill for |} 


Mrs, Fredericka Lufsky, 97, mother 


| of Marshall P., flutist, died Feb. 10 | 
She was connected | aret S. Jones, of Niles, O., 


N. Y., of | 


| 
} 


| sibility. 
| have 
‘Jason’ is claimed by author Sam- 


| the 90s, died Feb. 11 at his home in | 


avenue, N. Y., restaurant inhabited 





— 








Film reviews of Coast pre- 


Slow Play Season 





views as recorded by ‘Daily 
Continued from page 3 Variety’ on Feb. 3-4, totaled 
ized for films, being about a Second| five pictures, all 20th-Fox. That's 


not unusual, but note these run- 
ning times: ‘Roxie Hart,’ 74 min- 
utes; ‘On the Sunny Side,’ 69; 
‘Castle in the Desert,’ 63: ‘Song 
of the Islands’ (musical), 75, and 
‘Night Before the Divorce,’ 67. 

Allowing that the clocking by 
the reviewers is correct, the 
point is that here are five films, 
A’s or B’s, none of which runs 
over an hour and a quarter. 
Why. it’s like the good old days. 

A trend? A cycle? The war? 
Maybe, but it certainly seems as 
though someone has cracked a 
whip somewhere. 


slash in raw film, it is thought hardly 
likely that the reduction will be that 


by Yiddish actors. ‘Papa Is All’ is 
in somewhat the same category, be- 
ing about the Pennsylvania Dutch. 


Too Topical 

Others have suffered because ‘war 
either made them too topical or too 
dated. ‘The Wookey,’ for instance, 
was backed completely by Metro, but 
the studio never picked up the 
rights. ‘Candle in the Wind,’ ‘In 
Time to Come’ and ‘The Land Is 
Bright’ were pretty much in the 
same class. 

Of the current crop, best chance 
of seeing celluloid probably is held 
by ‘Angel Street,’ mystery meller, 
although there’s a gimmick in that, 
too, It has already been filmed in 
England under its original title, 








War Forces Pix Rationing 


Continued from page 1 











——a 


production of pictures at the present 
rate. This is because many ingredi. 
ents needed for manufacturing Pie. 
ture stock are needed in production 
of smokeless powder, an essential of 
modern warfare. Both need cotton 
linters (purified cotton) and nitrate, 

Although there is a large surplus 
of cotton just now in the U.S, no 
such great supply of purified cotton 
is available, and, of course, the 
source of part of the nitrate supply 
has been cut off by the Japanese 
invasion. 

This and cther requisites of the 
film business will be presented in the 
report by Harmon. 





On the Agenda 
Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 


Facing possibility of reduced film 
output due to war conditions, Na- 
tional Theatres circuit execs at an- 
nual meeting opening in Los An- 
geles Thursday (19) are scheduled to 
discuss extended run and other pol- 
icies designed to offset lower pro- 
duction schedules which may go into 
effect at studios later on. 

That some of the circuit houses 
may in future be obliged to go single 
bill is among other eventualities to 
be taken into consideration. From ac- 
counts, NT execs have already been 
obliged to take the single bill policy 
under consideration due to film 
booking and buying difficulties re- 
cently encountered which left cir- 
cuit houses dangerously short of 
product while deals were being ar- 
gued. 

District operators will likely be 
advised to watch bookings carefully 
so as to be able to keep houses go- 
ing should any delays on product 
deals develop in future. 








great. This is regarded in the trade 
as an opening offer, subject to dis- 
cussion and likely of modification. 
National Theatres execs in their 
Angeles discussions will 


‘Gaslight,’ and Columbia owns Amer- 
ican rights to the picture. These 
must be gotten out of the way before 
‘Angel Street’ can be sold. 

Others with good chances are 
George Abbott’s musical, ‘Best Foot 
Forward, ‘Life With Father’ (the 
perennial that producer Oscar Ser- 
lin and associates refused to sell) 
and ‘Junior Miss’ (which producer 
Max Gordon will undoubtedly sell to 
Columbia when he’s ready, as he’s 
under a producer pact to the studio). 

‘Spring Again,’ in which C. Aubrey 


| Los 
means 
tures. They'll also go into the possi- 
bilities of the single billing to save 
product. 
More National Releases 

Problem now is mainly to appor- 
tion shorter rations with least pos- 
sible dislocation of industry. Pos- 
sibility is foreseen in informed cir- 
cles that policy of simultaneous na- 





Smith and Grace George are CUI=/ tional release of product may be 
rently starred, ls considered doubt- | abandoned in favor of the stagger 
ful for films. George Jessel’s ‘High | system. New York metropolitan 
Kickers’ created some film inter-|.:+ea, where 70 or 80 prints are sent 
est for a while, but it has faded. |into circulation simultaneously, may 
‘Plan M’ is seen as a slight pOS- | pe allotted 30 or 40 prints, with an 


‘Guest in the House’ and 
‘Rose Burke,’ both coming, likewise 
small chance. 


|}even lower proportion in other parts 
of the country. 

Switch to the stagger release sys- 
tem is but one of many palliatives 
son Raphaelson to have a couple of| under consideration. Efforts will 
companies talking terms. ‘Solitaire,’ | jikely be made to maintain as large 
closed Saturday (14), is|a volume of pictures as possible so 

possible as a 


: 
| which 


| vaguely 


smaller houses where _ frequent 




















can be interested in the! changes are necessary. Both Gov- 
script. ernment officials and industry heads 
are agreed on necessity of keeping 

| the small theatre business alive. 
| Exchanges Indications are that some plan will 
also be formulated to keep running 
| <1” continued from page 14 -§| time of films down to a reasonable 
level, combining with this phase of 

leased from the service several + ; 


| curtailment a plan to avoid double 
| takes and re-shooting of entire se- 
quences. 


months ago, returned to civilian life 
and was married. Upon his recent 
recall, he took his bride with him. 
Frank Strayer Jones, son of Mar- 
and the 
late Paul B. Jones, Wilkinsburg exhib 
|for many years, who enlisted in the 
army several months ago, has just 
| been commissioned a second lieuten- 
}ant at Aberdeen, Md. He’s named 


plies will be Government films of 
which the industry is producing an 
ever-increasing supply. Exhaustive 
report on industry requirements is 
scheduled to te taken up with the 
for his uncle, Frank Strayer, direc- Government priorities division of the 
tor of Columbia’s ‘Blondie’ series. motion picture industry this week. 
Scanlon Needs to Washington 
War Causes Changes 
Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 17. 
Guy Kenimer, district manager, 
| Florida State Theatres, Inc., has an- 


The film industry’s needs in 
tions to Government 


rela- 
priorities on 


: 1) | ew ’ ; | 
| nounced managerial changes. Milton | ™€"t will be carried to Washington | 
| Langford, manager, Roxy, has joined |tOday (Wednesday) by Francis S. 


navy intelligence. Robert 
} succeeds via transfer from Brent-|the picture business’ ar Activities 
wood house, which he managed. Car- | Committee ae wat Activities 
: g ommittee, He will submit a 100- 

men Tufano, assistant manager o ae pe : 
Capitol here, shifted to his post. Asi Rperiengpagd o% actual picture in- 
S. S. Barksdale, manager, DeKalb dustry pre-requisites directly to Don- 
and Strand theatres, Port Payne, ald Nelson, chief of the War Prodtic- 
Ala., and reserve lieutenant, called | tion Board. 
to duty and assigned to Fourth Corps 


director's | as to provide sufficient product for | 
She was a member of the third | Story if one of the Hollywood name | 
generation of an English vaudeville | ™esgers 


Additionally cutting into film sup- | 


certain metals, materials and equip- | 


Ewing ; Harmon, executive vice-chairman of | 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Lippert’s Preem 
San Francisco, Feb. 17. 


war. 


on ‘Citizen Kane’ 


kickoff. Lippert will 





Area chemical warfare department, 


Bob Lippert opened his new 700- 
seat Grand, in Richmond, Cal., across 
the bay from Frisco, Saturday (14) 
after a record construction job which 
was completed in 97 days despite 
\ Although he’s the third house 
in town, managed to snag a first run 
(RKO) for the 
operate the 
house himself nights, and will con- 
tinue to operate his Affiliated buy- | Stock situation looms as the most 
ing-booking office in Frisco daytimes. | immediate problem for 


This summation of the industry’s 
needs was compiled by Donald E. 





cially loaned for this purpose; Si 
|Fabian and their aides during the 
last 45 days. 
Besides theatre requirements un- 
| der wartime conditions this survey 
covers essentials needed by film 
| laboratories, studios, exchanges, film 
manufacturers, ete. 

While there appears to be little 
| likelihood of any shortage of raw 
| film stock for the present, the film 


continued 


Hyndman, of Eastman Kodak, espe- | 


Spyros Skouras, NT prexy, Bill 
Powers and Aubrey Schenck, left 
for the Coast yesterday (17) for the 
| confabs, 


| Short Wave Time | 


} Continued from page 41 
{ 
just 


seek | 
for greater milking of pic- | 























been constructed in the Co- 
ordinator of Information’s offices at 
270 Madison avenue, N. Y., and it is 
understood most of the programs 
would originate there. A _ central 
pool of announcers and talent in all 
languages would be available to all 
Stations. There are only, at most, 
a few good announcers in each lan- 
guage available in the United States 
and the difficulty now is for six or 
eight stations to air in Turkish, for 
instance, with only two Turkish gab- 
bers available altogether. 

Government spokesmen demolish 
two objections often cited against 
Government operation of shortwave 
by saving: 

1. It doesn’t matter any longer if 
foreigners think American DXERs 
are not privately operated. This is 
an imaginary distinction to them. 
| It’s essential that international radio 
be under strict expert supervision. 

2. Domestic radio requires no 
such controls as shortwave and the 
| takeover of DX does not presuppose 
any domestic takeover. Most Gov- 
ernment officials would oppose do- 
|mestic operation as vehemently as 
the radio industry itself. 


MARRIAGES 
| Nathalie Krassowska to Werner L. 
|Gebauer, in Los Angeles, Feb. 10. 
Bride is a ballet dancer; groom 38 
concert master. 


Audrey M. Reifel to Douglas 
Crosby Gourlay, in Vancouver, Feb. 


14. He is announcer at KPO, San 
Francisco. 
Gloria Joy Casanave to Robert 


William Cease, Mamaroneck, N. Y» 
Feb. 7. Bride is daughter of Charles 
L. Casanave, former v.p. of National 
|Screen Accessories. 

Doris Allen to Wheeler Davis, in 
| Detroit, Feb. 11. Bride is daughter 
lof Wade Allen, film circuit owner, 
|groom is manager of the Fine Arts 
theatre, one of Allen’s Detroit 
houses. 

Margaret Grant to Hans Conried, 
| Jan. 31, in Hollywood. Bride is NBC 
| secretary in Hollywood; he’s @ Coast 
| radio actor. 


Nowell 


Sally Millhauser to Pat , 
Feb. 21 in Beverly Hills. Shes 
daughter of Bertram Millhauser, 


Warner Bros. scripter. 

Barbara Bennett to Addison Ran- 
dall, in Los Angeles, Feb. 14. Hes 
film actor; she’s former wife of Mor- 
ton Downey. It’s a second ceremony 
on top of a previous Mexican wed- 
| ding. 
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tenee Andree 

Harry Rose 

Grace Gordon 

Eddie Innes 

Vic Hallen 

Carrolloviies (12) 
College Inna 

Virginia Lewis 

Marie Holz 

Scary Gavin 

Ruth Templeton 

Music Hall Gis 

Lillian Fitzgerald 


Paiumbo’s 
Yvonettes 
Kaye & Greye 
Johnny Jessick 
Biltmorettes 
Henry Patrick 
Johnny Cahill 
3 Peppers 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Vera Cruz 
Cliff & Carmody 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Ore 





Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embasry 

Al Richards 

Geo Clifford 

Gabrielle 

Emily Arden 

Arlene Thompson 

Billy Hey 


Powelton Cafe 
Doc Smith 
Frank Ponte 
Nan O'Rourke 
Charlie Ray 

Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 


Roman Grille 





William & Regina 
Claire Willis 
Yanya Tamara 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 


Gus Van 
Madelyn White 
Lila Barbour 

Paul Duke 

H' wood Blondes (3) 
Castane & Barry 
Glamour Gis 

Helen Heath 


Al Capron Ore 
Toots & Slim 
Sally Sawyer 
Gloria Dale 
Billy Kelley 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Internationals (3) 
Beale St Boys 


Sam’s Cafe 
Dave Steiner 





Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 
Billy Kretchmer 





Cecil Alexander 
Connie Henson 
Joan Arlen 

3 King’s Rhythm 





George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskelier 
Cy White 

Dave Gold Ore 

Toni Sorrell 

Cleo Valentine 


Silver Lake inn 
©ol Geo Reed 
Monya Alba 
Alice Lucey 
Duchess & Herman 
Carlos & Comencita 
Frank Hasse] Ore 











Geo Krinog 
Margie Drummond 
Mario & Maria 
Nancy Payne 
Lexington Casino 
Crandall Sis 
Norma Krieger 
Jackie Whalen 
Frank Darrow 
De Lloyd McKay 
Garvin Buschell O 
Lido Venice 


Joan Maurie 
Carmen Torrente 
Bill Joy 
Bert Dagmar 
Thelmas 
Eddie Blum Ore 
Littie Rathskeller 
Eddy McKinley 
Harriet Cross 
Beauvelle & Tova 
Renee Villon 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
Mickey House 
Don Renolda 
Mayos 


(4) 


Bonnie Jacobs 
Sheila Starr 
Janice Reese 
Babe LaTour 


Stamp’s 

Chang Lee 
Dick King 
Casimiera Gls 
Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerrico 
Continentals (4) 
Carol Phillips 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Valdez & Peggy 
Sheila Starr 
Cordini 
Agnes Willis 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeiler 
Ray Stevens 
Billy Adams 
Bill Atkinson 
Perleta 
Elton Brown 
Ethel Whyde 
Victoria Spevy 
Joan Olcott 
Grace Hewson 
Tony Bennett Ore 

Swan Club 
Chick Mullery 
3 Keys 
Mitzi Groff 
Rabe Cummings 
Earl Derny Ore 








Louis Wright Ore 
Minstre) Tavern 
Romanos 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Joe Lonegan 

Anita 

Margie March 

Sally Foy 

Sissy 


Ed 


Ginnle Loftus 
McGoldrick, 8r 
Moravian Bar 
Kenny Shafer (3) 
Dick Wade 

Curt Weiler <4) 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 

Betty Be hrle 
Mickey De Luca 
Peggy Panion 


Edna Robinson 

Vernie Lee 

Dotty King Ore | 

Fred Thompson (3) | 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Hale Hamilton 

leonard Cooke 

Mage & Karr | 

Ross & Ross 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Guardsmen & Mar’n | 

Geo Mar hetti Ore 


* SY | 
Vid Falls Tavern | 
Jack Spangler 
Grace Steele 


Anthony 
Hayes’ Ore 

Open Door Cafe 
Joan W illiams 
eannettes (10) 
Grace O'Hara 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Fim bassy Boys 
Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
A Strohman (3) 
Venice Gril} 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Joe Altee 
Zola Gray 
Lloyd Mann 
Peggy Heavens 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 

Sis Kramer 

Betty Barlow 

Ginger Harris 

Gibson Co 

Suzz Carroll 

Betty Carrol] 

Bill Behney 

Norma Racine 

Temple City (4) 

Dave Pierson 

Pen Bannerman 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Syd Golden 


| Raths’r Eldoradians 


Nolan 
Wilson’s 


Connie 


| Joe Hough 
| Art 


Mathues 
Jones & Rea 
Diane Cooper 
Geo Baquet Ore 

Yacht Club 
Harry Holly 
Dolly Parker 
Faye Merril] 
Dawn Lovely 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Al Gold 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Hap Hazard 
Mix key 


Hotel Fenway Hal! 
Poison Gardner 


King Coralli 
Orpha Tow e 
Del Kay Hotel Hollenden 
Willie Matthias oO; Carolyn Marsh 
Bon ¢ opfer | Lester O’Man 
Eldorado Club } Peggy & Moro 
ohnny Kaa hue O Vicki Nevada 
Freddi Ha: | Bill MeCune Ore 
eseh ee Cate Hotel Statler 
wacnes Clint Noble Or: 
Janis Dover La Conga Club 


Manhattanettes 
Herb Ross Ore 

Gourmet Club 
Royal 
Jules & Webb | 

Hote} Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambavsadors Ore 
Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
Art Jarret Ore 


Hawaiians o| 


Freddie Carlone Or: 
Lindsay’s Skybar 

Kokomo 

Ray Raysor 


; Sue Sanders 


Hal Simpson 
Monaco's Cafe 
Julianna 
Mario's Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Joey Bishop 
Bert Gilbert 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Caditlac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 

Meta Stauder 

rank Gagen Ore 

_ (Motor Bar) 

Dick Rock 


Bowery 


Bonnie Baker 
Ross, Lane & Ross 
: Jason 

Paddy Clit 

Don Arden Dane 
lohnny King 





Ja, 


Casanova 
Maurice & Andre 
Anna Lyle 
Don Amato 
Rose Thurson 
Julie Hewitt 
Jessica Garwood 
Lee Walters Ore 

Club Congo 
Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 
Billie Holiday 
Johnny Hudgins 
Miller & Booges 
Congo Ore 


I | Dancer 





S$ Next Week 


Continued from Page 46 


Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Denny McCurtin 
Starr & Maxine 
Andy Arnold Ce 
Leota Lee 
Rancheros Ore 
Irving Spector 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Karl Parchman 
Haymarket 
Jean & Ear] Cee 
Irene Burke 
Tom Charles 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
Dick Drake 
Charmettes Ore 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House | 
Connie Barleau 
Chet Everhart 
Ruby Ore 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
































Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Mickey's 
Rilly Meagher 
Charles & Jenkins | 
la Temple 
Kay Vineent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Joe Banket Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 











Leonard See! Ore 
Northwood Ina 





Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
l'on Amato 

Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 





| 


| 


} 


Charles Costello Ore 
McColi Sis 

Palm Beach 
Pat Patterson 
Gardner Gis 
Monnie Drake 

















~ 


Anchorage [ 

Maynard Dean Orc 
Arlington Lodge 

Phil Cavezza Ore | 
June Gardner 
Fran Rago 

Balconades 
H Fritschie Ore 
Don Andre 
Obie Obinaurt 
Olive Osborne 

Bill Green's 
Jeannie Reeal 
billy Carmichael 
Brad Hunt Ore 

Blue Ridge Inna 

Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin } 
Harry Manning } 
Cornell Cooper } 
Sylvia Star: | 
Boogie- Woogie Club 
Poog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 





| 
| 
| 


Buddy Blaine 
Comorada 
Club Petite 
Necolo Pete Ore 
atti Gene 
jeorgie Claire 
J&L Marks | 
Cork and Bottle | 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Lddie Weitz Ore 
Gerry Richards 


Eddie Peyton's 


~~ = 


| Sonny 


| Rudy 


Tin Miller 
ir 


| 
| Dale 





Don Pablo Ore 
Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willig 
Diane Dale 
Pamela Britton 
Don Royale Ore 


Huck’s Redford Inn 


Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Everett West 
Consolo & Melba 
Martez & Delita 
Geo Moore 
Tip-Top Gls 
Aylene Mason 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Statler Hote} 
Pancho Ore 


Saks 


Buddy Lester 
Georges & Annette 
Hinton Sis 
Bill & M Burns 
Ch'lotte Lamberton 
Marian Powers 
Leonard See] Ore 
San Diege 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordeng 
Dotty Sloan 
Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander’ Ore 
Stevadora 
Good & Goody 
Great Seigfreid 
Eddy Shepherd 
Jack Thomas Ure 
The Tropics 
Merritt Lamb Ore 
Vernes 
Margie Ti ullard 
Reggie Saks 
Danielle 
Curtis & Cooley 
Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier Hote} 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 
Dale, Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Jackie McCarthy 
Babe Rhodes 
Dick Mack 
Billy Douglas 
Fee Wee Louis 
Faigen 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrinj ~ 
Merry-Go-Round 
Gary Lee Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 
Bill Shaffer 
New Hillcrest 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Skip Nelson 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Hankane & Lonya 
Penton Sig 
Dell Ohrel 
Kretlow Dane 
Urchard Ing 
Gale Ore 
Oasis 
Charlie Laun Ore 
Pines 
Rutter 
LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 


Don 


Bill 


nolds 
Harkness 
felinonico 


Miller 


e Rev 


Ted I 
Kidd 


| Kenny Clark Ore Yacht Club 
51 Club He Middleman Ore 
Lyda Rodnok cKle Heller 
Ray Enclert Van Kirk 
Pat McCauley | McKays Oo 
| 1 Ostro Ore 
Hotel Fort Pitt | Sendra 
Ken Bailey Orc 14 Adorables 
Johnny Mitchell | Birdie Dean 
Hurry Walton | Frank Marlowe 
Jessie Wheatley | Shirley Heller 
j . ‘ 
Hotel Henry Sky-Vue 


| 


(Silver Grill) 


Barker 4 


Clyde Knight Ore 
Dorothy Matthews Fran Eichler 
Escorts ; Janet Lee 
(Gay 90's) | Union Grill 
Dorothy "Nesbitt |Sammy Walterg 
a : Frank Natale 
Bsn ith Avenue | Mike Sandreito 


Villa Madrid 





Hotel Roosevelt |} Etzt Covato Ore 
rt Reker Mark Lane 
= Same . Michael Strange 
Garct ee lex I my 
e: Wonder Px ny 
Hotel Schenley [Sherry March 
Bil Hinds Ore | Ru hite 
Joy Lind Pur Dane 
BOSTON 
Beachcomber We ngton 
Morrissey Ore I old & J i 
ro eae . (Melody Lounge) 
Chico Simone Orc 
Ge rude Woodsum 
Dagmat lerb Giewis 
Jack & Lorraine jfterd Lewis 
| Beach-charmerg (5) Copley Plaza 


(Sheraton Room) 


Blinstrub’s | . 
| Peter Bodge Ore | Tommy Tucker Or¢ 
| Boyd Heathen | foes ee 
tollo & V Pickert | Donal prow B 41 
Golden Pair nAerwin Somerville 
Artini & Consuelo Dr Rolf Passer 


| - 


Club Mayfair | 


(Merry-Go-Round) 


Mark Gilbert 3 


pean. Weeks Ore | Crawford House 
Nick Jerret Ore iFPreddy R 
Erik Rhodes { Fre a a Ore 
Bob Williams | om soe ee eee 
Red Dust | Sally Keith 
Del Ring } Vera Lamont 
Claire Francis | York & Tracy 

. io pclpiall y | Bobby Bernard 
Boots McKenna Pey Marva Mreen 


Club Vanity Fair 
Joey Masters Orc 
Madel'e Harrington 


Fox & Hounds 


Milton George Ore 


(Rhumba Casino 


Stella Ray | Room) 
Ginnie O'Keefe 'Charles Wolk Ore 
| j 

|_ Cocoanut Grove Hi-Hat 
ee Bay ety ™ Pete Herman Ore 

( Lice c — 5 

Buster Keim Rev Perry AnGre 

tilly Paine Frank Petty 
Marianr | Hotel Bradford 


e Francis 


(Circus Room) 


Lucille & J Maloney | 
Hote} Brunswick 


(Bermuda Terrace) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 


Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Jean Monti 
Eleanor Boland 


Hotel Lenox 


Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 


Hotel Minerva 


(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 

Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 
Tom Chales 
Ella May Waters 
Philiips & Breen 
Charles Homer 
Georgine Stev. 
Arthur Marte) 

Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Kay Doyle 
Harrison Aulger 
Barbara Lee 


ns 


Tom RB; ooks 
Bunny MeVey Ore | Carl Hoffman 
Barbara Douglass Patrick Rogers 
Hotel Somerset Louise Sherwood 





(Balinese Room) | Jane Giddings 


Jon che 

Libby Holman | “5 ng ae SR 

Rolly Rolls | Helen Carrol 

Harry Marshard © | Buster Keim Rey 
Hotel Statler (Garden Lounge) 
(Terrace Koom) Mai & F Dearbon 


Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Orr 

_ Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) | 
Jolene | 


Seven Seas 
Estrellita 
LaRoche & Reina 
Ruccaneers 
7 Seas Hawaiians 18) 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 








Victory 3 
Terry Pepin 








International Cate [wen & Darrow 
a ieee Nancy Day 
fed Crowley Ore |Doris Abbott 
Norman Bolster Jimmy Marr 
Tan Stalling oo — 
Hy =" Adele Corey 
George Allen fal : 
Billy Hunt The Cave 
Ken Club | Don DiBona Ore 
. a, Jack Fisher 
Farren Bros Ore Tamara Poriva 
Russ Howard Sally Dobbs 
Jerry & Lillian | Pir-ettee (5) 
Latin Quarter | Aste Corey 
;} Anthony Bruno Ore | Tle-Toe 


Rhum boliers Ore i 
Don Richards 
Walter Donahue 
Sibyl Bowan 
Mazzone-Abbott D 
Equillo Bros 

Wally Wanger Gis 


Les Hite Ore 

Tiny Sinelair 

Purants 

Howard Fuller & Sis 
Tremont Plaza 

Duke Lorenzo Ore 




















Gypsy Rose Lee | 


Continued from p2ge ? 
she suggested a show in the town 
hell and then she got the acts. If the 
committeewomen were appalled, 











Lee said she would throw in her 
Own specialty. 
Capacity Attendance 

Her stripping, plus such standard 
acts as Frank and Jean Hubert, Gil 
and Bernie Maison and Nelson and 
Hart, drew a Capacity attendance of 
around 400 in the tiny Town Hall. 
They gave the villagers a bangup 
show, plus square dancing to the 


| Catskill Mountaineers, three jivin’ 
}a.k.s., and a country store auction 
|that netted well over $100. Besides | 


| this, Miss Lee sold autographed pic- 


tures of herself for 25c-and-up each, | 


an additional $30. 
conducted by the 
in tra- 


with this adding 
Auction was 
Village postmaster, Ed Miller, 


ditional hayseed getup, but the cos- | 


tume was a ringer. In chewing the 
fat later, Miller confessed that he 
| was a former theatre musician who 
| exercised his specialty mostly on 
the Columbia Burlesque Wheel. An- 
other show biz oldtimer present was 
Walter Brockbank. who was with 
Miss Lee on Broadway in ‘Melody’ 
{a few years ago. He tossed in 
‘Mandalay’ in vigorous fashion to 
eon the Highland Mills show, whick 
| Gil Maison expertly m.c.’d. 

| Suecess of the town’s Red Cross 
drive, and Miss Lee’s major part in 
|it, has prompted another movement 
to cash in on her business acumen. 
|Some of the Highland Mills tycoons 
are suggesting she accept a director- 
ship in the loca] bank. 





[Laurie In Doghouse 


| 


ee 











the judge broke the court’s laugh 
meter with the sally: 
‘They must have heard about the 
court proceedings.’ 
‘Big Only at Night’ 


Mrs. Frigerio claimed the dogs 
} were all big, but Laurie denied this. 
| He said they looked big only at 
| night, when he let them <¢ The 
Magistrate then tossed out the com- 
| plaint and Laurie ost the stripe 
| in front of his eyes. 

This was not the fi t time that 
Laurie Nad og-trouble His late 
police dog, Chief. some years ago 
bit a couple of people ne of whom 

| was Jack Pulaski (Ibee), of ‘Variety,’ 
| after Which the dog died. Pulaski 


filed a complaint against Laurie for 
| harboring a wolf, but Laurie also | 
denied that. He said the dog had 
merely carried a gag too far. Laurie 
had taught Chief to growl every 
| time he heard the name ‘Pulaski,’ | 
‘and the dog took it too seriously | 
when he finally met Pulaski face 
to face. 

Pulaski later insisted that 
dog’s attack could not Possibly have 
| been caused by the frequent times | 

| 
| 
| 
j 
j 
' 


the 


he threw things at Chief when the 
back window of his apartment on 
West 45th street fronted on Laurie’s 


backyard. Chief was usually most 
voluble when Pulaski was most 
sleepy. Laurie wouldn’t move. so | 


finally Pulaski did. But Chief never 


orgot him 


their husbands weren’t when Miss | 


een CONtiNUed from page 3 J 


| Operates, 


— 
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Theatres Co- 


| Continued from page a _ 





| Monday (16) transmitted 
| industry’s home Offices 
|request that every 
| continuing Campaign to sel] bonds 
}and stamps. Duffus presented the 
|Tequest to a meeting of the special 
events subcommittee 


|dustry’s War Activities Committee in 
New York. 
Special events 
idea and recommended it 
parent committee, which 
jits approval before the campaign 
can get under way. No details were 
discussed, except that the secretary 
wants no flash drive, but a continu- 
| Ous every-week-in-the-year 
| paign. 


to the 


booths in lobbies, 
a trailer on the screen, 


Bewilderment 


On the Washington incident, radio 
people have been assured vehement- 
ly by treasury higher-ups that no- 
| body has a ‘monopoly on patriotism.’ 
| Nevertheless, broadcasters say, Fed- 
€ral officials seem to be following 
two very contradictory policies, 

Technicalities have been injected 





| into the war financing so that broad- | 
Treasury’s | 


| casters——and even the 

bond sales promotion division—don’t 
| know what they can do to help bring 
| 1n more cash to bridge the huge gap 
| between revenues and expenditures. 
Bewilderment comes about in this 

Way: 
| Two weeks ago WJSV, getting the 


drive, Special arrangements were 
‘pose to sell bonds and stamps, with 
the loca] banks agreeing to use dis- 
tinctive blanks and to allocate the 


stamp sale Proceeds to the Mac- 
Arthur fund in ratio to the special 
bond receipts, 


The Treasury Dept.’s exploitation 
crew enthusiastically cheered WJSV 
and the Post, suggesting that each 
MacArthur bond be specially desig- 
nated. The Scheme caught on 
mediately, and Sales in the 
and ai half of the campaign 
were at a rate that would have 
| yielded over $200.000 inside a week, 
| Eleven of 60 banks participating re- 
Ported sales of $70,000 worth of 
| bonds and Stamps for the MacArthur 
| fund, while the Street booth set up 
| by the station took in $1,500 in less 
}than 36 hours, Gen H. H. Arnold, 
|chief of the air forces, publicly 
voiced army pleasure. applauding 
the drive as a great public service. 
| But the second day the campaign 
| Was on higher-ups in 
nixed the whole 


Proposition. Secre- 


tary Morgenthau personally objected | 


on the ground t 
Hard-to-get explanations why 
idea was doused include the com- 
ment the Treasury ‘didn’t want to 
make the people think it was that 
easy to help MacArthur.’ Further 
explanation is that the receipts from 
bond sales cannot be earmarked for 


to the film Saving Committee. 
Morgenthau’s 
theatre launch a Fox, Warners. Paramount, Columbia, 


of the film in- | 


Sroup approved the | 


cam- | 
Plan which the WAC sub- | ; 
committee has in mind is setting up | Draper and Winchell. 
accompanied by | route back 


im- | 
day | 


the Treasury | outlook 


was bad psychology, | problem 
the |a reasonable running time. 








| 
op On Bonds | 





Companies Pare 


ticipating are Metro, RKO, 20th. 





Universal, United Artists and the 
Minnesota <A musement Co. (Par 
Subsid), with home office in Minne- 


apolis. 

Defense Savings Committee now 
| has drive under way to enroll thea- 
jtres and film exchanges in payroll 
Plan. 


must give | 








rr 


| Navy. Benefit | 


= Coptinued from page 3— 


Latter is en 
to New York. 

Mayor F. H. LaGuardia is to lead 
‘a band, according to plans. Among 
|orchestra leaders Slated to appear 
eee Jimmy Dorsey, Benny Good- 
|}man, Guy Lombardo, Freddy Mar- 
tin, Vaughn Monroe, Fred Waring 
and his Glee Club and Andre Kos- 
telanetz and 60-piece band. Chorus 
'from ‘Best Foot Forward’ ‘Let’s 
| Face It,’ ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ the Gae Fos- 





ter girls and the Rockettes js also 
set. 
Advance sales for the show topped 


$60,000 Monday (16) before the vast 
ticket Selling exploitation campaign 
was properly under way and the 
paint not yet dry on the Times 
Square billboard sign, donated by 
Coca-Cola, listing the names of per- 
formers to appear. Total gross of 
more than $125,000, including pro- 
gram advertising, is considered cer- 
tain. 

In addition to the Coca-Cola space 
the Navy Relief exploitation depart. 
|ment has also secured 150 24-sheet 
| locations from General Outdoor Ad- 
| vertising and may also obtain an- 
| other Times Square location facing 
; the Paramount building, 
Plans are to squeeze 
|} @very one of the entertainers listed 
| into the show, a program having 
| been drawn up with specific spot- 
| ting for every turn. 
MSG box office reported ticket 
| sales totaling over $2,000 over the 
| weekend prior to any general ad- 


| vertising on the show. 

Marvin Schenck, head of the en- 
tertainment committee for the Navy 
| Relief Show at Madison Square 
| Garden March 10, called an emer- 
| gency meeting of his associates yes- 
| terday (Tuesday) to cope with the 
| show’s running time. Response 
from name talent has been so great, 
is for a six-and-a-half-hour 


currently 


| show. 
Schenck’s 8roup is faced with the 
of confining the show into 








Metro’s Discs 


ten Ontinued from page 3 —___ 








: ‘ lne - ~ 
any special Purpose but have to go | Putting a plug on wax for thousands 


into the general 
use the financiers 
them. Nevertheless, the people who 
nixed the MacArthur Campaign 
| Specifically give approval to the idea 
| of asking the general public to ‘buy 
| @ bomber’ or ‘buy a tank.’ 

Hearst Tie-Up 
Insiders are further mystified by 
|the tie-up between the 
front 
Papers. In each city 
exclusive 
£ing bonds in ‘buy 
are tied up, ] 
help put over the ales in this way. 


pot for 


want to make of 


where Hearst 


The Trea ury higher-ups de ly thi 
Hearst monopoly entered into their 
considerations here Ince W. R. H. 


has not Published in Wa hington for 
several years. At the ime time, the 
‘MPression received zt WJSV was 
that certain people in the Treasury 
felt the WJSV-Post Campaign was in 


conflict with the Hearst 


there 
riding their actions. 


Adopt U.S. Bonds Plan. 


Payroll] Savings 
Source to buy 
U. S. defense Stamps and bonds, has 
been adopted by 
companies and one 
accoTding to an anno 
terday from John Whitney Rich- 
mnnn aed W 


, ae 
A the Yew. ‘York. Defence 


whatever | 


Treasury | ‘ 
office and the Hearst news- | its own label; and also as a great 


rights to Plug- | 
a bomber’ fashion | 
No other news paper can | 


. | Percy Deutsch, of the World Studio, 
efforts. ' 


plan, for voluntary | 
| Salary reductions at 


eight major film | Elliott 
theatre circuit. | Middleman’s 
incement yes- | Club, 
of Jack 


' 


of jukeboxes around the country. 
Since Warner Bros, has a direc- 
torial interest in Decca; and the 
RCA affinity gives RKO Pictures an 
in with Victor records, this at first 
interested Metro. The film company 
|also favored the idea of possibly a 
| Mickey Rooney band: other artists 
like Nelson Eddy, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, et al., ultimately waxing for 


talent-delevoper, 





Talking with Deutsch 


New York, Feb. 17 
Counsel for Metro has been nego- 
tiating during the past week for a 
pressing plant in Scranton, Pa. in 
connection with the film company’s 


contemplated plans fo gZ0ing into the 
phonograph record busine There 


have also been discussions ith 


Not only the Post and WJSV are about using the latter’s cutting fa- 
miffed, but the Treasury's Pieri cilities for this project. 
exploiters blew their tops. "One ex-| Idea of Metro extending its inter- 
ecutive directly responsible for | ests to the phonograph record field 
Plugging bonds and stamps Jet | Was sold to Louis B. Mayer by Tom- 
| Superiors know he’l] walk out if |my Dorsey, Mayer later had Harry 


is another instance of over- | Link, professional manager of Leo 


Feist, Inc., fly out to the Coast so 
that he (Mayer) could get Link's 
viewpoint on the proposition. 

Final decision on the matter will 
be made by Loew-Metro Prexy Nick 
| Schenck. 











Joe Masdea, formerly with Clyde 
band, has joined Herman 
Sax section at Yacht 
Pittsburgh, taking over chair 
Leary, who has Switched to 
he 
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THE WHOLE INDUSTRY HAS 
_ ITS EYE ON “MISTER V’.... 





' 

{ : ‘ : 

\ \ 

‘ \  SHOWMEN ARE WATCHING THE SMASH BUSINESS... i 

C4 : , 
| NEW YORK CITY Rivoli: Off to record long run as opening week-end plays 
; ‘ to more than 50,000 admissions. Held over. Now in its 2nd week of in- 

1 ‘' definite long run! 


t } : | : 

: : LOS ANGELES — Four Star: Gets away to S.R.O. business as critics give ‘“MisterV" 
\ \ a rave ovation. Looks set for a full month at this ace house! 
_ 
t 4 


| SHOWMEN ARE READING THE GREAT REVIEWS... 
{ 
\ : ; 
\ ‘A masterful and magnetic motion picture “Exciting! Howard plays the title role with 
i .. crackles with suspense. Howard portrays a nicely balanced sense of the comic and 
; a character of true heroic stature.” dramatic.” New York Daily Netes 
{ -—~ New York Herald Tribune a nae ' 
\ Enormously entertaining melodrama . . 
\ “Decidedly exciting melodrama. ‘Mister V' suspenseful, amusing. Howard is tops. You'll 
" is a galient figure to capture the imagination enjoy this one.” — Journal-Americun 
\ and stir the blood,” —- New York Times pee rese : 
\ Tingling entertainment. Speed, excitement, 
{ “Gripping melodrama, packed with suspense thrills, suspense, humor ond drama in this 
; ... WHE make your heart jump, Howard is artful blend of romance and adventure.” 
} superb!”’ —~ New York Mirror — World-Telegram 
\ 
} 
\ 
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| SHOWMEN ARE PLANNING THEIR CAMPAIGNS ON A 
SCALE AS BIG AS THE PICTURE ITSELF! 


EDWARD SMALL presents one 


{ESL HOWARD & 


wth MARY MORRIS + FRANCIS SULLIVAN - HUGH McDERMOTT #% 


ages: 


4 £e ae 


y wm PPE 
wy 


oF 


PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY LESLIE HOWARD Be 


Se 





P RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


TAXES TO BEAT THE AXIS! Play Walt Disney's Treasury Department Short, “The New Spirit,” starring Donald Duck! 


, 
a 
4 








